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THE 

TESTIMONY 
O F T H E 

Monthly-Meeting of Friends 

I N 

PHILADELPHIA, 
\ 

Concerning our Ancient Worthy Friend, 

THOMAS CHALKLEY\ deceafed. 

TH E Cbriftian experiences of the faithful being 
ufeful to direct fuch as are defirous of follow¬ 

ing them in the paths of true religion and virtue, 
and their good examples fhining with the greatefl 
clearnefs, when they have, with the flefh, put off all 
human infirmities 5 juftice to their memory, and a 
concern for the benefit of their furvivors, demand 
our grateful remembrance of them, and the contri¬ 
buting our endeavours to render their labours ufe~ 
ful to poflerity. 

Thefe considerations engage us to preface the 
writings of this our efteemed friend and elder in the 
truth, with this teftimony concerning him. 

He was a member of our monthly-meeting above 
forty years, fo that fome of us had opportunities of 
being intimately acquainted with him, and of know¬ 
ing his fidelity and diligence in promoting the caufe 
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of truth, and the edification of the church of Chriff; 
this having been the principal engagement and con¬ 
cern of his mind, and which he preferred to any 
other confideration ; as will evidently appear to 
thofe, who, with an honeft and unprejudiced inten¬ 
tion, perufe his Journal of his Life and Travels. 

By this it will appear, that he was, in the early 
part of his life, fenfibly affedted with the vifitation 
of divine life and grace, and, by adhering thereunto, 
was preferved from the vanities and follies, which 
often divert and alienate the minds of youth from 
the due remembrance and awful regard of their 
Creator; lo that he was enabled to bear a teftimony 
of Chrijlian patience and felf-denial in his youthful 
days, and, by keeping under that exercife, as he ad¬ 
vanced in years, attained to further knowledge and 
experience in the work of religion, in which he had 
a fight of the neceffity of keeping in a date of hu¬ 
mility, and of bearing the crofs of Chrift, which 
mortified him to the world; fo that the lofs many 
iuftain by the anxious purfuit of the lawful things 
thereof appearing to him, he was concerned to avoid 
it, and in obedience to the precept of Chrift, cc To 
cc leek firft the kingdom of God, and his righteouf- 
cc nefs/5 having faith in his promife, cc that all thefe 

things/5 neceffary for him, “ ftiould be added/5 
Thus the love of God influencing his mind, and 

opening his underftanding, he became concerned 
for the general good of mankind, and received a gift 
of the miniftry of the gofpel of Chrift, before he had 
attained the age of twenty-one years; in the pub- 
lick exercife of which, he foon after travelled through 
many parts of England, and into Scotland, and the 
next year, being 1697, he came to vifit Friends in 
this and the adjacent provinces of America, where 
his miniftry and converfation were to the comfort 
and edification of the faithful (as lome of us can 
with fatisfa&ion declare, from our knowledge and 
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( v ) 
remembrance of him at that time) and the near fel- 
lowfhip and union he then had with Friends here 
(we believe) contributed to his more fpeedy deter¬ 
mination of fettling among us, which he afterwards 
thought it his duty to do, though the leaving his 
parents and relations (as he afterwards exprelTed) 
was no fmall crofs to him, being of a dutiful and 
affedtionate difpofition. 

After fixing his refidence amongft us, he perfever- 
ed in his concern and labour for the edification of 
the churches, and gathering people to faith and de- 
pendance on the inward teachings of Chrift, and for 
that purpofe only he travelled many long journies 
and voyages through the feveral EngliJfj colonies on 
this continent, and mold of the iflands in the JVeJi- 
Indies, and in Europe, through England, Wales y Scot¬ 
land, Ireland, Holland, Frizeland, and leveral parts of 
Germany, and the adjacent Northern kingdoms; and 
in many of thele places his miniftry, and religious 
labours were bleffed with the defired fuccefs, of 
which there are yet fome witneffes living, and others 
who were convinced of the principles of truth by his 
means, became ferviceable members of the church, 
and continued therein to the end of their lives. 

But as the wife king Solomon formerly oblerved, 
that cc One event cometh to the righteous, and to 
<c the wicked,55 fo it happened to this good man, 
who met with various Ioffes and difappointments in 
his temporal ettate; after which, the circumftances 
of his affairs engaged him to undertake fome bufi- 
nefs, in the management of which he was obliged to 
crofs the feas frequently : this, however, did not 
abate his zeal and religious care to make ufe of all 
opportunities of vifiting the meetings of Friends 
when among them, and of calling, at other times, to 
fuch who might be accounted as the outcaft of Ifraely 
and the difperfed of Judah, or as fheep not yet of the 
fold of Chrift -3 and his fervices of that kind are wor¬ 

thy 
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thy to be commemorated, having been often pro¬ 
ductive of good effects. 

His patience was remarkable in difappointments 
and afflictions, of which he had a large fhare; and 
his meeknefs, humility and circumfpeCtion, in the 
general courie of his life and converlation, were con* 
jpicuous and exemplary; and as he frequently ex¬ 
horted and admoniffled others to the obfervation and 
practice of the many excellent precepts and rules of 
Chrift, our Lord and law-giver; and more efpecial- 
ly thofe exprefled in his Sermon on the Mount (wh ich 
contains the fum of our moral and religious duties) 
fo he manifefted himfelf to be one of that number, 
whom Chrift compared to the wife builder, who laid 
a lure foundation; fo that his building flood un- 
jfhaken by the various floods and winds of tribula¬ 
tions and temptations he met with, both from with¬ 
in and without. 

He was a lover of unity amongft brethren, and 
careful to promote and maintain it, fhewing the 
example of a meek, courteous, and loving deport¬ 
ment, not only to Friends, but to all others, with 
whom he had converfation or dealings; fo that it 
may be truly faid, That few have lived fo univer- 
fally beloved and refpeCted among us: and it was 
manifeft this did not proceed from a defire of being 
popular, or to be feen of man : for his love and re¬ 
gard to peace did not divert him from the difcharge 
of his duty in a faithful teftimony to thofe that pro- 
fefled the truth, that they ought to be careful to 
maintain good works; and he was often concerned 
zeaioufly to incite and prefs Friends to the exercife 
of the good order and difcipline eftablifhed in the 
wifdom of truth, by admoniflhing, warning, and 
timely treating with fuch as fell fhort of their duty 
therein, and by teftifying againft thofe who, after 
loving and brotherly care and endeavours, could 
not be brought to the fenfe and praCtice of their 
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duty; and thereby he fometimes fhared the ill-will 
and refentment of fuch perfons. 

The feveral Effays he wrote on religions fubje&s 
at fea, are further proofs that his mind was princi¬ 
pally engaged in the great bufinefs and concern of 
religion; and as he continued under the fame en¬ 
gagement to the end, we are fully perfuaded the 
words, with which he concluded his lad publick 
teftimonyon the ifland of "Tortola, may be truly and 
properly applied to him, “ That he had fought a 
*c good fight, and had kept, the faith,” and, we doubt 
not, cc he now enjoys a crown of righteoufnefs.” 

Much more might be truly faid of his integrity, 
faithfulnefs and worth, but we do not think it ne- 
ceffary ; our chief intention being to exprefs our re- 
fpedtful remembrance of him, and our unity with his 
labours and fervices, and in order to afiure thofe, to 
whom he was not perfonally known, of the truth of 
what he has himfelf wrote of his life and travels; 
for we believe, as he was a man fignally influenced 
with the fpirit of univerfal love and good-will to 
mankind, this was his chief motive for writing-, and 
we are fincerely defirous that his good defign may be 
anfwered, and that the glory of every good and per¬ 
fect work may be attributed to that divine power 
alone, which can qualify others to lupply the places 
of thofe faithful minifters and fervants of Chrift, 
who have been of late years removed from among 
us, and are of that number, of whom it is written, 
*f Blefied are the dead, which die in the Lord, from 
<c henceforth, yea, faith the Spirit, that they may 

reft from their labours, and their works do follow 
them.” 

Signed on behalf, and by appointment of the month¬ 
ly-meeting of Friends in Philadelphia, the twenty- 

eighth day of the fecond month, 1749, by 

ISRAEL PEMBERTON* 

A 
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JOURNAL 
* • * / 

OF THE 

Life, Labours, Travels, See; 

o F 

THOMAS CHALKLET. 

HAVING great caufe to acknowledge the regard 
and protection of Divine Providence in the feveral 
ftages of my life* I think it may be of fervice to 
others, to leave behind me the following account 
of my life and travels. 

IWAS born on the third day of the third month 
1675, in Southwark, and defeended of honeft and 

religious parents, who were very careful of me, 
and brought me up in the fear of the Lord; and 
oftentimes counfelled me to fobriety, and reproved 
tne for wantonnefs; and that light fpirit, which is 
incident to youth, they were careful to nip in the bud: 
fo that I have caufe to blcfs God, through Chrifl, on 
tne behalf of my tender parents. 

And 1 may not forget the dealings of God with me 
in my very tender years. When between eight and 
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ten years of age, my father and mother fent me 
near two miles to fchool, to Richard Scoryer, in the 
iuburbs of London. I went moftly by myfelf to the 
fchool; and many and various were the exercifes I 
went through, by beatings and ftonings along the 
ftreets, being diftinguilhed to the people (by the 
badge of plainnefs which my parents put upon me) 
of what profeftion I was; divers telling me, * It was 
* no more fin to kill me, than it was to kill a dog.’ 

About this time the Lord began to work ftrongly 
on my mind by his grace, infomuch that I could not 
forbear reproving thofe lads who would take the 
name of the Lord God in their mouths in vain; re~ 
minding them of the third commandment, “ Thou 
“ flialt not take thename of theLord thyGod in vain, 
“ for the Lord will not hold him guiltlefs that taketh 
“ his name in vain and of Chrift’s laying, “ Every 
“ idle word that men fhall fpeak, they fhall give an 
“ account thereof in the day of judgment;” for 
which I was mocked and derided by fome, and others 
would fometimes refrain from fuch bad words when 
I reproved them. 

One time I remember I was amongft fome men, 
one of whom I had reproved, and he told the reft of it, 
and turned to me, and laid, ‘ That I was no Chriftian,’ 
and afked me, ‘ When I laid the Lord’s prayer?’ I 
afked him, if he laid it; he laid ves. I then afked 
him how he could call God Father, and be fo wicked 
as to fwear and take God's name in vain, which I 
had heard him often do *, and I told him what Chrift 
laid to the Jews, cc You are of your father the devil, 
<c becauie his works ve do and that thofe that did 
the devil's work, could not truly call God Father, ac¬ 
cording to Chrift’s do&rine. So being convicted in 
their confciences that what I laid was true, they were 
all filent, and wondered that I, being fo young, 
Ihoyld fpeak in fuch a manner; in which I remember 
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I had great peace and good fatisfaftion: and From 
thenceforth thefe men let me alone. 

Notwithftanding I hated to hear wicked words, I 
loved play exceedingly, being perfuaded that there 
was no harm in that, if We ufed no bad words. 
One time I was at play at a neighbour’s houfe with 
the children, and in the midft of my fport I was 
reached to with ftrong convitlions, infomuch that I 
could not forbear weeping. The childrens mother 
obferving that I wept, laid, ( Why do you weep. 
Tommy ?’ I told her I could not tell, except it \vas 
becaufe I was a naughty boy. c Oh Pfaid fhe, c do not 
c believe him, for that is the devil tells you fo/fo’r you 
c are the beft boy in all our ftreet.’ But I knew I was 
told the truth by conviction, and that fhe was mifta- 
ken : for I plainly underftood by clear conviction, and 
by the holy fcriptures (which I had been trained up in 
the reading of) that I was too vain and wanton ; for I 
loved mufick, dancing, and playing at cards, and too 
much delighted therein betimes, and was followed 
with the judgments of God therefore in the lecret of 
my foul. 

What I did in thofe fports &nd games, I always took 
care to do out of the fight, and without the knowledge 
of my tender parents; fori was afraid of their reproofs 
and correction, the which I was fare to have, if they 
had any intelligence of it. 

I remember that, unknown to iiiy parents, I had 
bought a pack of cards, with intent to make ufe of 
them when I went to fee iUy relations in the country, 
where there was liberty in the family fo to do, at a 
place called Woodford, about leven miles from Lon¬ 
don, where 1 got leave fometimes to go; and at the 
time called Chriftmhs, I went to fee them, and five 
miles on my way went to a meeting, at a town 
called IVanftead', at which meeting, a nlirtiffcer of 
Chrifi declared againft the evil of gaming, and par¬ 
ticularly of cards; and that the time which people 
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pretend to keep holy, fot Chrift*s fake, many of them 
ipend moftly in wickedbefs, fports, and games; even 
feme pretending to be religious: and, generally 
fpeaking, more fin and evil is committed in this time, 
than in. the like fpaccof time in dll the year befides; 
fo that the devil is ferved inftead of honouring Chrift. 
From this meeting at Wmfeai* l went to the houfe 
of my relations, where the parfoft of the next parifh 
lodged that night, who ufed to play at cards with 
them fometimes > and the time drawing near that 
we were to gd to opr games, my unde called to the 
dodtor, (as he called him) to me, and to my coufin, 
to come arid take a game at cards; at which mo¬ 
tion I had Rrong coimAions upon me not to do it, 
as being evil i and I fecretlv cried to the Lord to 
keep me faithful to him \ and lifting up my eyes, I faw 
a bible lie in the window, at the fight of which I was 
glad. I took If* and fat down, and read to my felf, 
greatly rejoicing that I was pfeferved out of the fnare. 
Then my uncle called again, and faid, * Come, doc- 
* tor, you and I, and my wife and daughter, will have 
* a game at cards, for I fee my coufin is better difpo- 
« fed.* Then he looked upon me, and faid, * He was 
« better difpofed alfo/ So their fport for that time 
was fpoiled, and mine in that pra&ice for ever $ for I 
never (asI remember) played with them more, but as 
foon as l came home, offered my new and untouched 
pack of cards to the fire ; and of this I am certain, 
the ufe of them is of evil confluence, and draws away 
the mind from heaven and heavenly things; for which 
reafott^B Chriftians ought to fttun them as engines of 
Satan: and mufick. and dancing, having generally the 
fame tendency* ought therefore to be refrained from. 
The fenthnems of the Waldenfes, a people in great 
efteem among Ffotefiants, are worthy the confide- 
ratioft of alt mfe Ffotettants and Chriftians; which 
were ‘ That as. many paces, or fteps, as the man 

* or 
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* or woman takes in the dance, fo many paces or 
* fteps they take towards hell.* 

I very well remember the work of God upon my 
foul, when I was about ten years of age, and par¬ 
ticularly at a certain time when l had been rebelling; 
againfl. God and my parents, in vanity and lightnefs : 
and as I had offended both, fo I was corrected by 
both : for I had not only the anger of my parents, 
but the Lord frowned upon me, infomuch that I trem¬ 
bled exceedingly, and was as though I heard a vocal 
voice fay to me, * What will become of thee this 

‘ night, iflfliould take thy life from thee?’ at which 
I was amazed, and in great fear. Then I covenanted 
with God, that if he would be pleafed to fpare my 
life (for I thought God would have taken my life 
from me that very moment) I would be more fober, 
and mind his fear more than I had done before. 

Nevertheleis I broke covenant with God my Ma¬ 
ker, my adverfary tempting me fb to do, telling me 
1 was but a child, and that it was natural for children 
to be brifk and to play, and that God would wink at 
my childhood and youth, and it was time enough for 
me when a man, to become religious. But flill God 
followed me with his chaftifing rod, and often put 
me in mind of my covenant that I made with him in 
my diftrefs; and that he had granted my requeft 
which 1 then made to him; and unlefs I would take up 
a crofs to my own corrupt will and inclinations, he 
fhould take me out of the world. Then, oh then ! I 
cried, ‘ Lord help, or I die ! fave me, or I perifh for 
* ever!’ I cannot keep thy covenant, nor do thy will, 
without thy help and afliftance ! and indeed if the 
Lord had not helped, I had been undone for ever. 

So I continued bowed down in my mind, calling on 
the Lord; thinking and meditating on heaven and 
heavenly things: but, as I am fenlible, I had an in¬ 
ward enemy that always fought my hurt and over¬ 
throw, I have caufe to bids God, who by his grace 
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(as mine eye was turned to it) helped me to do. his. 

will, as he was pleafed to manifeft it to me, fo that- 

thereby fome change was wrought on me, both in¬ 

wardly and outwardly. 

And I then began to delight in reading and fobriety, 

which before were irkfome to meand when I read 

the holy Scriptures, I defined that God would open 

them to my underftanding, which he did to my edi¬ 

fication many times. I alfo begged earneftly of the 

Lord, that he would be pleafed to be with me, and 

make me like to thcfe his children and fervants, of 

whom I read in the holy Scriptures, who faithfully 

ferved him all their days. And when I read of the 

crucifixion of our blefied Lord and Saviour Jefus 

Chrift, it would break my foul into tendernefs. I 

thought it was enough to awaken and humble any 

foul that w^s well-meaning, and had any fenfe of the 

power, love, and grac'e of Chrift. Thus I went 

on for leveral years, feeling that peace which pafieth. 

natural underftanding, which many times accompa¬ 

nied my poor and needy foul : and being advanced 

to about 14 or 15 years of age, I remember that 

I ufed to fhun the crols of fpeaking in the plain lan¬ 

guage (which I always read in the holy Scriptures) 

to thofe whom I converfed with, except my father 

and mother, who would not $,llow me to fpcak other- 

wife: I was convidled in my conlcience that it was not 

right to play the hypocrite after that manner; and 

on a certain time I had occafion to fpeak with an 

officer, a great man in our neighbourhood, and my 

heart moved within me for fear 1 fhould fhun the 

crols of Chrift; for it was Chrift’s language to all,, 

as we may read in the Psew Teftament; and the Sciip-^ 

tores, from Geneiis to the Revelations, ipeak thee and 

thou, to a fingle perfon in a general way. 
So I took up the crofs, and Laid thee to him ; 

and he was much affronted, and faid, c I heel whatdoft 

«’ thou thee me for ?’ I foberly alked him, if he did 
not, 
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not fay thee to his maker in his prayers ? and whe¬ 
ther he was too good, or too great, to be fpoke to¬ 
rn the fame language in which he addreffed the Al¬ 
mighty ? unto which he made no reply, but feemed 
to fall from his pafllon into admiration, as one fmit- 
ten in himfelf; and he bore me refpedt ever after; 
and I greatly rejoiced that I was preferved faithful. 
Though it may look like a little thing to fome, yet I 
found it good (as the Scripture faith) not to defpife 
the day of frnall things. 

About the twentieth year of my age, I was pref- 
fed and carried on board a vcflel belonging to a man 
of war. I was put down into the hold in the dark, 
not having any thing to lie upon but cafks; and 
what made it worfe to me, I was among wicked, de¬ 
bauched men; and as we were (hut up in darknefs, 
fo was their convention dark and hellifh. In the 
morning (for which I longed more than the watch¬ 
men) the lieutenant called us up on deck, and exa¬ 
mined us, whether we were willing to fervc the kino*; 
he called me to him, and afked me, if I were 
willing to ferve his majefty ; I anfwered, c that I 
c was willing to ferve him in my bufinefs, and accord- 
6 ing to my confcience-, but as for war or fighting, 
c Chrift had forbid it in his excellent Sermon on the 
c mount, and for that reafon I could not bear arms, 
c nor be inftrumental to deftroy or kill men/ The 
lieutenant looked on me, and on the people, and faid, 
4 Gentlemen, what fhall we do with this fellow? he 
€ fwears he will not fight/ The commander of the 
vefiel made anfwer, c No, no, he will neither fwear 
c nor fight/ Upon which they turned me on fhore. 
1 was thankful that I was delivered out of their hands; 
and my tender parents were glad to fee me again. 

Now as I grew in years, the world began to take 
too much root in me; and my unwearied enemy 
would tell me that it was lawful enough (and indeed 
3 fee that he hurts many with lawful things, with 
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whom he knoweth the unlawful things will not take) 
and here I had been loft if God had not been gra¬ 
cious to me. But he, in whofe prefence I delighted, 
withdrew, and deprived me of that enjoyment 
which was comfortable above all things to my 
foul. Then did I pray, with tears, O that it might 
be with me as it was at other times before! and I was 
willing to let the world go, rather than grace and 
God s glory. The Pfalmift faith, No good thing 
<c will he with-hold from them that walk uprightly,*' 
Pfal. Ixxxiv. ver. ti. 

About this time there was a great concern on my 
mind, rightly to diftinguilh between the voice of 
Chrift, and the whifperings of Satan ; and thus it 
opened to me : that Chrift, the truth, always fpeak- 
eth good, and for a good end, and that there is divine 
life to the foul in this fpeaking ; but the Devil never 
fpeaks good, unlefs fometimes for a bad end, and 
then not good in reality, only coloured with a good 
or fair Ihew, 

And keeping under this exercife, the Lord appeared 
to me again, and many times refrelhed my heart 
with his goodnefs. And when I was in my bufinefs 
amongft men, 1 did witnefs the Holy Ghoft, the 
Comforter, to be near me; which was more to me 
than all the world, or the riches, glory and beau¬ 
ty of it; the love of God being fo fweet to my foul 
and fpirit, my breathings, prayers and lupplications, 
were to the Lord, that my neighbours, acquaintance 
and relations, might alfo partake of the like precious 
faith and love which I enjoyed; and that the chil¬ 
dren of men might anfwer .that great and good end 
for which the Lord did create them; which is, that 
glory, honour and praile, might afcend and be gi ven 
to him. 

I had fuch a fenfe and fear of difhonouring God, 
that I often, with tears, cried, Never let me live to 
dilhonour thee. Qh i it had been better forme that 

I had 
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I had never been born, or my mother’s womb had been 
my grave, than that I fhould live to dilhonour thee, 
or wilfully reproach the name of Chrift, who, with the 
bather, is only worthy of divine honour. 

In this concern I felt the gofpel power of our Lord 
Jefus Chrift to work upon my foul, and the word of 
God was as a feed in my heart, growing and opening 
in me, fpeaking to me, and making my underloading 
fruitful in the things of his kingdom; and in that 
ability which was given me of God, through his 
grace and Holy Spirit, I exhorted people to repen¬ 
tance and amendment of life; and 1 always humbly 
defired the help and divine influence of God’s eternal 
word therein. Oh! I did fervently pray, that I 
might minifter the gofpel in the power of Jefus; for 
I clearly difcerned, in the light,of the Son of God, that 
all miniilringout of Chrift’s power, was neither edify¬ 
ing nor efficacious unto fouls: therefore I did ear- 
neftly befeech God for the continuance of the gift of 
his Spirit, that I might be enabled to preach the gof¬ 
pel in the power of Chrift Jefus. The concern that 
was upon me on this account at that time, is hard to 
be exprefled in words. 

The latter end of the year i6g-, my father fent 
me into Effex on fome bufinefs, which, when I had 
accomplifhed,I vifited fome meetings of friends there, 
and my mind being much affected with the apprehen- 
fionof an impending ftorm, (the nation being about 
this time threatened with an invafioa from France, in 
favour of the late king James, fo that there was ex¬ 
pectation of much bloodlhed and confulion in the 
land) I wrote a letter to my parents, and another 
to friends of the evening meeting (kept weekly at 
my father’s houfe) expreffing my great thankfulnefs 
to the Almighty, in remembrance of the many pre¬ 
cious vifitations of divine love and favour we had 
been made partakers of, to the uniting our heart's to 
him, and to one another; and my earned: prayers 

and 
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and fupplications, that we might be preferved in true 
love, and the unity of the Spirit, which is the bond 
ofeverlafting peace; and that the world mioht be 
made fenfible of this true peace, which abounds in 
thofe who love and fear the Lord, and truly believe 
in the name of Jefus. Oh ! furely they would then 
depart from fin, and abandon iniquity, by which they 
incur the wrath of the Lord, and provoke the juft one 
to anger; fo that the line of confufion feems to be 
ftretched over the city and nation, and the eye of the 
faithful feeth it to the grief of their fouls. Yet the 
mercy of the Lord, even of thejuftGod(who will ren¬ 
der a juft reward to every one according to his deeds 
done in the body) is ftill handed forth to the land. 
Oh ! that the inhabitants thereof would confider their 
ways, and be wife, and turn to the Lord with un¬ 
feigned repentance, while the day of mercy lafteth, 
before it be faid, “ Now it is hid from thine eyes,” 
for the Lord, even the God and Father of Spirits, 
hath faid, “ My Spirit fiiall not always drive with 
“ man, for that he alfo is flelh,” Gen. vi. 3. 

On the expiration of my apprenticelhip, having 
ferved my father faithfully feven years, I entered 
more ftrongly into covenant with my heavenly Father 
and Matter, to ferve him all my days, through his 
afiiftance; and was loon after drawn forth, in the Spirit 
and love of Chrift, to vifit the meetings of Friends 
weftward from London, viz. through Hurry, Suffex, 
Llampjhire, Wiltjhire, Devonjhire and Cornwall, to the 
Land.'s-End; in which journey I was accompanied 
by William Hernould. At one of our meetings at 
Falmouth, in Cornwall, two men (called gentlemen) 
came from the inn to hear the ftrangers; and after 
meeting, they laid they could take their oaths that I 
was a Jefuit, and that they had heard me preach in a 
Romijh chapel in France-, which was utterly falfe: 
for I never was in Frame in my life. Befides, had I 

been 
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been a Papijl, or popifhly inclined (which I was not) 
I was too young to be a JeJuit. 

Indeed I thought I was mean for the work of the 
miniftry, but the good remembrancer brought thofe 
truths to my remembrance, which ftrengthened m« 
in the work and lervice of God. <c The fpirit brea- 
i: theth where it lilteth : out of the mouths of babes 
“ and fucklings thou haft perfected praife,” &c. 
We having great peace in our labours in this jour¬ 
ney, and being edified therewith, returned to London, 
after about four months abfence from home. 

And after I had been two weeks at home, my dear 
mother departed this life, in a fweet frame of fpirit, 
praifing the Lord. She was one who lived the life of 
the righteous, and whofe latter end was like theirs, 
and left a good report behind her, being well beloved 
(I think I may fafely fay) by all our neighbours ; not 
only by thofe of our own fociety, but others alfo, to 
whom fhe was often very helpful. 

So I went to my calling, and got a little money, 
(a little being enough) which I was made willing to 
ipend freely, in the work and fervice of my great 
matter Chrift Jefus. And about this time I was con¬ 
cerned to travel into the north of England, and part 
of Scotland, which I did in that ability God gave me; 
and thatdifpenfation which I had freely received, I free¬ 
ly handed forth to the people, devoting my ftrength 
and time to ferve him (that had done fo much for me) 
and I had the fatisfadtion to find divers confefiing the 
truth, as it is in Jefus, In this journey I was from 
home about four months, being moftly alone as to 
any yoke-fellow in that work, travelling many hund¬ 
reds of miles, being as far as Edinburgh in Scotland\ 
where our meeting was in the ftreet, we being locked 
out of our meeting-houfe by the then power, and 
great numbers of people were there. This news 
being carried to the Provoft of the city, he faid, 
s The Quakers would do more hurt out of do.ors, than 

c within* 
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* within,’ and he ordered friends their key. Since 
which I have underftood that friends in that city have 
enjoyed their meetings in the meeting-houfe; and 
fometimes when the rabble have difturbed friends, 
the magiftrates have fent officers to difperfe them. 

Now after I had vifited the churches of Chrift in 
divers parts of England, and had many fweet feafons 
of God's love* and good opportunities with my 
friends and others in this nation; the word of life be¬ 
ing declared in the fimplicity of the gofpel, in feveral 
places people were very open-hearted, and received 
the teftimony of it with gladnefs. And after I had 
been at my father's, and at my calling, a little after 
this north-country journey, I found myfelf engaged 
in the love of the gofpel to vifit Friends in America; 
and having acquainted my friends and relations of my 
mind, they being willing to give me up in order for 
the voyage. Friends of the monthly-meeting gave me 
a certificate, and I had another from the meeting of 
minifters in London. 

My father, and feveral other friends with me, took 
boat from Londony and accompanied me to Gravefendy 
on the 21ft of the tenth month 1697, and I went on 
board the fhip Jofiah, Thomas hurting mafter, and 
failed that day from Gravefendy and got to the Downs 
the next day, where we tarried fome days for a fair 
wind; in which time feveral others, that were con¬ 
cerned in the fame gofpel-labour, came on board, viz. 
Thomas Turnery William Ellis, and Aaron Atkinfon. In 
about four days time the wind was fair for us, and we 
fet fail, and in a little time we got out of fight of the 
land; foon after which the wind was contrary, and 
we proceeded but a fmall diftance for feveral weeks; 
the weather was rough and thefea boifterous, fo that 
with the motion thereof, moft of the paffengers were 
fick. In this time we loft a lad, that fell into the 
lea, as he was drawing a bucket of water, and was 
drowned; the fhip running fwifdv, he could not be 

faved. 
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faved, although it was fpeedily endeavoured. Several 
others died before we got over; but for the molt part 
we were healthful. The Lord be praifed, he was, is, 
and will be, with thofe that faithfully ferve him to 
the end. 

We were three Ihips in company, but by di ft refs of 
weather, foon after we came out, we parted. After 
we had been at fea about eight weeks, on the 25th of 
the 1 ath month we faw two velfels allern of us. One 
of them came up with us, and the people haled us, and 
told us they came from Briflol, and had been out ten 
weeks, ^ The other came up with us next day. The 
people informed us they had been at fea feven weeks, 
and that they had a dreadful time of it. She had loft 
part of her topmaft, and her fpritfail topmaft was 
gone. She was a new fhip, and never at fea before, 
belonging to London, and bound for Virginia, as near 
as we could underftand. Our Ihip loft none of her 
tackling, through the great mercy of God to us, 
though the wind and fea was wonderful high at times; 
the mate told me, I might go to fea all my life, and 
not fee the like; he laid he had been at, or ufed the 
fea, twenty years, and never faw it fo rough and high 
before. We had meetings twice a week, feveral of 
which were comfortable and refrelhing meetings, to 
which moft of the palfengers, being in all about fixty 
in number, fometimes came; and feveral of them 
were affedted with the fenfe of truth, and the Lord 
ftrengthened our faith and hope in him. 

Oh forever blelfed be the living and eternal God, 
who kept my foul above the fear of death, hell, 
and the grave ; for my truft was in him, and he 
did bear up my fpirit above the waves of the fea; 
and in the times of tolling with tempefts, I was 
comforted and cheerful, praifing the Lord in my 
heart, both in the day time, and in the night feafon. 

I was much concerned in my mind for many of the 
palfengers, who, with the fecond mate, and feveral of 

the. 
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the feamen, were very fick (by fome it was thought 
near unto death) I cried to the Lord to heal them, in 
the name of his dear Son* and that it might be a 
means to convince them of the efficacy of love to, 
and faith in Chrift Jefus, thephyfician of value ; and 
the Lord was pleafed to heal them* The mate of the 
Ihip defired that I would come and pray by him. I 
went to him, and prayed in the power and name of 
the Lord Jefus Chrift* and the Lord helped him, that 
he faid he was fine and eafy, and thanked me for my 
love; and in a little time he recovered. Several 
others of the feamen and paftengers I was inftrumental 
to help in their ficknefs. The Lord blefifed my en¬ 
deavours in fupplicating him on their behalf, and 
adminiftring what I had to them. One of the feamen 
faid, 4 He was bound to pray for me as long as he 
* lived, and that the Lord would blefs me.’ Another 
of the paffengers faid, c That I was the blefied dodtor’ 
(for there was not a furgeon, or doftor in the lhip.) I 
was very free to communicate of what I had to any 
fick perfon in the fhip, and feveral blefied the Lord 
on my behalf. Indeed 1 thought I could fcarce do 
enough for any that were in diftrefs. I write not 
thus, that I might feem popular, but with my mind 
bowed before the Lord. Many times in this voyage 
there were confutations in my mind* whether I had 
beft write a memorandum hereof; but at laft con^ 
ceiving in my fpirit that it might ftrengthen and ex¬ 
cite love to God, and faith in his beloved Son, in 
true believers, I wrote as aforefaid; and then I was 
fatisfied, and gave the glory to God. 

Before we came to the land, we faw a ketch which 
had faved the lives of fome that belonged to a lhip that 
was a little before foundered in the fea; who faid 
alfo, that a fleet of New-England fhips which had been 
upon that coaft, by ftormy weather were forced to 
Barbadoes \ and within a few days after he faw the 
land of Virginia> and alio a New~En?land ihip, 

which 
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which failed or came from England three weeks before 
us. We arrived within the Capes of Virginia the 31ft 
of the tft month 1698, and overtook the John and 
Margaret, a fhip that came out of the Englijh channel 
with us (the mafter, Thomas Salmon, being dead) and 
the next day we anchored our fhip at the mouth of 
Patuxent River in Maryland, where our boats were 
hoifted out, and we were rowed up Patuxent River 
twelve miles, to Arthur Young's houfe, where we 
lodged that night; and for our prefervation and fafe 
arrival, we blefs the Lord our God, and my'fpirit 
praiied him who lives for ever and ever. Our voyage 
was above twelve weeks, it being then winter time, 
and for the moft part the winds fo high, that the 
fnips could carry but little fail, which made our 
voyage the longer. 

About four days after we landed, we had a meeting 
near Patuxent River, and a blefied one it was ! 
when it was ended, we went to Daniel Rawling’s, 
and from thence to the Clifts, to Richard John’s, 
a Friend that came with us from England, at whofe 
houfe we had a meeting, wherein God’s prefence was 
powerfully felt. We had feveral meetings on that 
fide the bay called the Weftern Shore, and then we 
failed over to the eart fide of Chefapeak Bay, with 
Thomas Everden, in his fioop; went to his houfe, 
and had a meeting, where many people came. Here 
we met with our friends Jonathan Tyler, Ihnry Pay- 
ton, and Henry Payton’s filler. While i was at this 
Friend’s houfe, there was one Robert Cathing, who 
being very ill, fent for Thomas Everden, and he (not 
being very well) defired me to vific the fick perfon. 
So 1 went* and the man was near to death. Howbeit 
he faid he was comforted much with the vilit, and 
that he never had received fomuch benefit by the pa¬ 
ri Ih prieft in his life : c Although/ faid he, 6 it colt 
4 me dear for what I had ♦ and if ever I live to set over 
1 it, by the alTiftance of God 1 In all have nothing to do 
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c with them more. But/ he faid, € he Ihould not 
€ live three days.9 And before the end of three days 
he expired. He defired (if I were not gone) I would 
be at his funeral. On notice hereof, about ten 
Friends went; and there was a great many people, 
among whom we had a good opportunity, and many 
weighty truths were opened to them in the love of 
God ; and fome of them were tender and wept; and 
the moft, if not all (I think I may fay) were folid 
and weighty. 

From Thomas Everdens houfe we went to George 
Trait's, at whofe houfe we had a meeting: this 
Friend and I went to an Indian town not far from his 
houfe, becaufe I had a defire to fee thefe people, 
having never feen any of them before. When we came 
to the town they were kind to us, fpoke well of 
.Friends, and laid they would not cheat them (as fome 
others did.) 

From George Twit's, in Maryland, we went down 
to Virginia; and in Accomackand Northampton coun¬ 
ties we had large meetings, and I hope they were 
effectual to many $ I think my hope is not without 
ground. In thofe parts we had leveral meetings, 
where we were informed Friends had not had any 
before. And really I cannot but blefs the Lord for 
the opportunities we had with the people; for the 
goodnefs of God, through Chrift our Lord, was great, 
both to us and them, and with tears they did acknow¬ 
ledge the truth. Now Thomas Turner, who had 
hitherto accompanied me, went by the fea-fide the 
neareft way to Philadelphia; and afterwards I had 
a meeting at George Truit's brother’s, and on the 
firft-day, another near the court-houfe, and went to 
Thomas Ever den's, and fo to Levin Den-wood's, and 
thence to Nanticoke River, and vifited Friends up 
the bay until I came to the river Chcptank, about 
which there is a pretty many Friends. So I wenc on, 
and took the meetings till I came to Philadelphia, in 

and 
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tod about which place* and in other parts of the pro¬ 
vince of Pennfylvania, I had many large and precious 
meetings* the power of the eternal Son of God 
being wonderful; in Which power we many times 
bleffed his name together. It was in tiny heart much 
to exhort Friends to love to God, and to unity one 
with another> without which there is no fulfilling the 
law or gofpel. There are many Friends in that pro¬ 
vince, and many fober yoUng people, which greatly 
rejoiced my fpirit; fo that for their encouragement, 
the Lord opened my mouth in a prophetick manner 
to declare unto them the bleffings which he had in 
ftore for them, on condition of their Walking in the 
truth. Glory to God on high! untruth decays, and 
the branches of it mightily wither* the darknefs is 
much paft, and the true light Ihineth glorioufly in 
many fouls. G powerful p’raifes be given to God, 
who is light For ever* 

From Philadelphia I went to Burlington* and fo to 
Crofwicks, where we had a large meeting under the 
trees, where fome were convinced of the truth* 
From hence I went to ShrewJhury-9 and had meet¬ 
ings there. From Shrezvjbury we went (moftly by 
Water) to Woodhridge and Statcn-IJlmd, from thence 
to Long-IJlandj being accompanied by feveral Friends* 
On Long-IJlmd we had feveral large and good meet¬ 
ings, wherein Chrift was preached freely; and after we 
had been two weeks there, we went on board a (loop 
bound for Rhode-IJla?rd, and by the way we touched 
at FiJhePs and Bloek-Iftands, and on the firft-day 
morning we lee fail from Block-IJland to Rhode-Ifiand, 
the yearly-meeting being juft over when we got there* 
That evening we failed over to Gvnnanicut-Ifland. On 
the third day of the week had a meeting there, and 
from thence we went over to Narraganfet, and had a 
meeting, and fo over to Rhode-Ijland again where 
Ruth Fry, a fober young woman, was convinced, and 
remained a Friend till her death. Here I met with ’ 
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feverai travelling Friends. From the ifland we went 
over to the main, and had a large meeting on firft- 
day, at a place called Greenwich. It was thought 
there were about five hundred people, and many of 
them were tender. We went over the fame night to 
the ifland, and after feverai open times with Friends 
and others on Rhode-IJland, about twelve Friends of 
that ifland went with me to Warwick and Providence 
yearly-meetings, in our friend Bordens boat. We 
let fail about noon, and having but little wind, it 
was late in the night before we got there, and very 
dark, infomuch that we could neither fee nor know 
one another, but only by our fpeech, and the dark- 
nefs occafioned us to run our veflfel againft the rocks % 
but at laft we got on fhore (with our horfes) and after 
going over a very dirty flough, we entered a difmal 
wildernels, fo that thefe difficulties occafioned our 
not getting to the Friend’s houfe until the next day, 
which, being the lalt in the week, we had a meet¬ 
ing ; and on the firft-day we had a large and fatif- 
fadory meeting. Many of us were fo united in the 
love of God, that it was hard for us to part one from 
another. 

From Providence I went to Bojlcn and Salem, where 
l had meetings, and from thence to Hampton. In 
thofe parts God Almighty hath fhortened the power of 
perfecutors, and hath brought his righteous judgments 
upon them for their unrighteoufnefs. Oh ! that New- 
England's profeffors might live in the fenfe of the 
fame, and repent. I being a ftranger and traveller, 
could not but obierve the barbarous and unchriftian- 
like welcome I had into Bofion, the metropolis of 
New-England. “ Oh ! what pity,” faid one, “ it 
<cc was, that all of your fociety were not hanged with 
ic the other four!”* In the eaftern part of New- 
England, God hath a feed left of his people. 

Marmaduke Stepbenfon, William Rob inf on, Mary Dyer, and Wil¬ 
liam Led dr a, who were put to death in 1659 and 1660. 

From 



I 

I 

THOMAS CHALKLEY. t9 

From thence I returned in order to get a paf- 
fage to the ifle of Nantucket \ and from a place 
called Cujhnety we failed over to the faid illand in 
about ten hours, where we tarried feveral days, and 
had five meetings. T he people did generally ac¬ 
knowledge to the truth, and many of them were 
tender-hearted. Some of the antient people faid, 
cc That it was never known that fo many people were 
“ together on the ifland at once.” After the firft meet¬ 
ing was over, one alked the minifter (fo called) 
4C Whether we might have a meeting at his honfe ?’* 
he faid with a good wilk cc we might/’ This minif¬ 
ter had fome difcourfe with me, and a iked, What 
u induced me to come hither, being fuch a young 
€c man I told him that I had no other view in com¬ 
ing there, than the good of fouls, and that I could 
lay with the apoftle, that a necefiity was laid upon 
me, cc and wo would be to me if I did not preach the 
“ gofpeh Then faid he, cc I wifh you would preach 

at my houfe in God’s name/’ So next day we had 
n meeting at his houfe; and on the firft-day we had 
the largeft meeting that we had on the ifland. It was 
thought there were about two hundred people. The 
Lord in his power did make his truth known to the 
praife of his name. Oh! how was my foul concerned 
for that people ! the Lord Jefus did open my heart to 
them, and theirs to him : they were alfo loving and 
kind to us. The chief magiftrate of the ifland defired 
that I would have a meeting at his houfe* there be¬ 
ing no fettled meeting of Friends before 1 came-, and 
&fter meeting he dilputed about religion with me. 
I thought we were both but poor diiputants ; and I 
cannot remember all that pafled between us, but that 
in the clafe of our difpute, he faid, c I difputed with 

your Friends in Barbadoes\ and they told me> 
f I hat we muft eat the fpiritual flefh, and drink the 
c fpirit-ual blood of Chrift/ and, faid the governor, 
* Did ever any one hear of fuch flefh and blood ; for 
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1 is it not a contradi&ion in nature, that flefh and 
€ blood Ihould be fpiritual ?’ € O furely/ faid 1, 4 the 
* governor hath forgot himfelf; for what flefh and 
4 blood was that which Chrift faid/ “ Except ye eat 

my flefh, and drink my blood, ye have no life 
44 in you.” 4 Why/ faid he, c I do not think they 
c were to gnaw it from his arms and fhoulders.’ Then 
I told him, he had anfwered himfelf. Thus our dif- 
pute ended. And from that time forward they have 
continued a meeting, and there is now a meeting- 
houfe, and a yearly-meeting for worihip; it is a grow¬ 
ing meeting to this day, and feveral publick friends 
are raifed up amongft them, who preach the gofpel 
of Chrift freely. 

At this time a friend was convinced, whofe name 
was Starbuck, who became very ferviceable, and lived 
and died an eminent minift*:r of Chrift on that ifland. 
Several fcores of them came and accompanied us to 
the water-fide ; and when we embarked on board our 
floop, they defired that I would come and vifit them 
again. So I recommended them to the grace of our 
Lord Jefus, and we parted in great love and tcnder- 
nefs. In the evening of the next day we got to the 
main land, where we were gladly received. Now it 
was in my heart again to vifit the eaftern parts o(New- 
England before I left America \ therefore I went to Bof- 
ton yearly-meeting, thence to Lynn and Salemy where 
we had a fweet comfortable time; likewife to the 
yearly-meeting at Dover, and fo to Pifcatawayy where 
we had feveral meetings, which were profitable op¬ 
portunities to many. From Pijcatawayy James Good- 
bridge and I went over to the Ifle of Shoals; we had 
with us a church member of the Prejbyteriansy whofe 
brother invited her over with us to the faid ifiand, to 
the meeting which was at his houfe; and while he 
was talking with her in the yard or garden,, I faw a 
bible, and took it, and read therein. When fhe came 
into the houfe fhe afked me, c What I did with that 
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9 book / I told her, • If fhe was offended I would 
* lay it down/ « No, no/ faid fhe, c Do not think 
€ to come of fo, for you difown or deny that book.’ 
I told her c Hie was miftaken/ and allied, c Who 
c told her fo / c Why/ faid fhe, c Our minifter in 
€ his pulpit.’ I replied, c That it was a great abufe 
€ upon us, for I had been trained up from my child- 
€ hood in the reading and belief of the fcriptures, 
€ and my father and mother were friends’ (that is 
Quakers). She willing to try me further, faid, 4 Did 
c your father and mother fuffer you to read the bible 
c when you were a little boy ?? « Yes/ faid I, « and 
c gave me correction when I was not fo willing to 
c read therein as they would have me/ < Then/ 
faid flie, c our minifter has belied you; and fince 
< you fay fo, if it pleafe God, I will go and hear you/ 
She went with us to meeting, and after it was over, 
(going home) one afked her, c How fhe would an- 
€ fwer it to their minifter, for going to meeting/ 
fhe replied, ‘ It was truth fhe had heard, and fhe 
c would ftand by it through the grace of Chrift, and 
* need not be afttamed of it,’ (though we are of our- 
felves but poor weak creatures.) This woman was 
fober and religious, and one of good report. By the 
foregoing we may fee how flanders flow from fome 
pulpits ,* the more is the fhame and pity. We went 
on, and preached the gofpel of our Lord Jefus Chrift 
in that .ability he gave us, with which the people 
were affected, and would have had us tarried longer, 
but we could not (although they much importuned 
us) becaufe we had appointed a meeting at Oyjler 
River. After we had had feveral meetings about 
Pifcutaway and Dover, we went to Hampton, where 
we had meetings ^ and at Salijbury we had a large 
open meeting, as it was fuppofed, of about three 
hundred people (which was at this time accounted 
a great concourfe of people thereabouts ;) alfo at 
Jamaica and Haverill tve had meetings, and from 

B 3 thence 



22 The JOURNAL of 

thence went to Salem and Lynn again, where we hadj 
good fervice for truth ; and then to Bojlon, and had 
a meeting at the meeting-houfe, and another at a 
Friend’s houfe in the evening, at which there were 
many people. From Bojlon I went to vifit Friends 
about Cape-Codd) till I came again to Rkode-IJland. 
By the way I met with Aaron AtkinJon> who was on a 
vifit to Friends in New-England. I had feveral good 
opportunities, and powerful meetings, in thofe parts, 
and truth wrought a tendernefs in divers at Rhode- 
IJland. The prefence of him, who faid, <c Where 
“ two or three are met in my name, there am I in 
ct the midft of them,’5 being fenfibly witneffed by 
many; for he was with us of a truth. From thence 
I went round the Narraganfet country, and had meet¬ 
ings at leveral places, and was accompanied by John 
Rodman and William Beackleyl through Connecticut to 
Long-IJland, which is accounted two hundred miles. 
We had one meeting by the way, in which Chrifl: was 
preached to them, as he is the light of the world, at 
a place where we were told there never was a Friend’s 
meeting before. I came to Long-IJland about two 
weeks before the general meeting, and vifited Friends 
in feveral places on this ifland, as at Hampjlead, Jeru- 
falem> Jerico and Belhpage, where there were large 
"meetings, and much opennefs among the people, 
and feme \yere convinced. We had a meeting at a 
place called Matinicocky where 1 met with fome of 
the people called Ranters, who ditlurbed our meet¬ 
ing. I may fay as the apoftie Paul (only altering 
Ephefus to Maiinicock) that I fought with beads 
there •, and thence I travelled to New-Tork, where 
we had two meetings 5 from thence we went to the 
JerJeySy and there we had feveral ferviceable meetings 
that were large ; and fo to Pennfylvaniay where there 
are many very large meetings of Friends, and the 
Lord is with his people there, and profpereth them 
fpiritually and temporally. Here I met with my 
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dear friend, William Ellis. From Philadelphia, Rich¬ 
ard Gove (of that city) and I travelled to Marylandy 
and vifited Friends on the weftern fliore, and from 
thence to Virginia. In Virginia, near James's river, 
I met with an aged Friend whofe name was William 
Porter. He was ninety-two years of age, and had 
then a daughter two years old.* We had feveral 
meetings there amongft Friends and others, many 
being well fatisfied concerning the truth, and fpoke 
well of it. 

And after we had had feveral good and open meet¬ 
ings in Virginia, we found ourfelves clear of America, 
and in order for our paffage, we agreed with our 
Friend F. Johnfon> on board the Elizabeth and Mary, 
to carry us for England. 

On the nth of the firft month 1698-9, we were 
accompanied on board by feveral Friends, who abode 
with us all night; and the next day, being the firft- 
day of the week, we had a little comfortable meet¬ 
ing, and then parted in much love, having the evi¬ 
dence of the power of the Almighty with us. We 
waited for a fair wind until the 20th of the aforefaid 
month, and left the Capes of Virginia that day, and 
at night we got our (hip into a failing pofture ; and 
I was glad in my fpirit, that I was fetting my face 
towards my native land ; and more glad, that I was 
returning with peace in my bofom. Oh ! the power 
and prefence of him who faid, c< Go teach all nations,” 
was fweet to my foul at that time, and now in fome 

* Some years after I faw him, and he was weeding Indian corn 
with a hoe. He was then about 106 years of age, and had up¬ 
wards of feventy children, grand-children, and great-grand¬ 
children. We went divers Friends of us to fee him, and he 
preached to us a ihort, but very affecting fermon, which was (as 
near as I remember) verbatim thus, « Friends, you are come to 
* fee me in the love of God. God is love, and thofe that dwell 
* in God, dwell in love. I thank God, I feel his divine life 
‘ every day and every night.’ He lived to fee his above-men¬ 
tioned daughter married, and died, aged 107 years, 

B 4 meafure 



meafure I enjoyed the fruits of my having laboured 
in that ability God had given me. Glory to God, 
through Chrift, who is worthy for ever ! the prefence 
of God was with us on the great ocean, and we were 
ftrengthened through his goodnefs wonderfully. We 
had feveral good meetings on board our fhip, and 
were opened in the love of God to the poor feamen 
very largely. 

When we launched forth into the deep, we were 
feveral fhips in company ; but we had been but a lit¬ 
tle time at fea, before we loft fight of them all. Se¬ 
veral fhips palfed by us about a week after we failed * 
and about this time we faw a very large whale, who 
lifted himfelf part out of the water with his mouth 
open, which looked like the entrance of a large cave. 
We likewife faw feveral other large fea-fifh, fuch as 
grampufTes, fharks, &c. All which (hew forth the 
wondrous works of the Great Creator of all things. 
Elizabeth IVebb and Elizabeth Idoyd went over with 
us in this vefTel, both virtuous women. About two 
weeks the winds were moftly fair for us, in which 
time we got finely on our way ; but for above a 
week afterwards the winds were moftly contrary, and 
the fhip had a great motion, which caufed fome of us 
to be fea-fick, efpecially Elizabeth Lloyd * who was 
but weakly. One night our bailors thought that an 
enemy or pirate was near us, who fired two guns, 
and fo pafifed by us; but it being night, we could not; 
certainly know what fhe was. I rather judged it 
might be fome fhip in diftrefs, for we faw one of the 
fhips that evening that came out with us, and the next 
morning we could fee none at all, and there was hard- 

* She was the daughter of Thomas Lloyd, late deputy gover¬ 
nor of Pennfyl'yania. She lived and died a virtuous woman ; 
and, I think, generally beloved by all who were acquainted with 
her. When flie died fhe was the wife of Daniel Zachary, a mer- 
chant at Bojhon, New-England, well known, and much beloved 
there for his piety and virtue. 

b 
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]y any wind that night, fo I feared that our compa¬ 
nions had fprung a leak and foundered; and when I 
told our matter my opinion, he faid, he feared the 
fame likewife. Now for two weeks time, or there¬ 
abouts, we beat about the fea, and made little pro- 
grefs. Howbeit we had feveral good meetings, 
wherein we gave glory to God our Saviour; and for 
ever let it afcend, faith my foul, to him over all! After 
contrary winds about two weeks, the wind fprung 
up wefterly, and was fair for feveral days; in which 
time we got finely on our way again, and left the 
Weftern IJlands about two days fail behind us; and 
then the wind was contrary again. Contrary winds 
are commonly tedious at fea (but efpecially to thofe 
that know not where to ftay their minds) but we being 
feveral Friends of us bn board that were pafiengers, 
had oftentimes good meetings feveral times a week; 
and if any of .our fhip's company came to meeting, 
they always were fober, and fometimes tender; and 
truly, God's love was extended towards them. And 
when it was not our meeting days, we fpent not our 
time idly, but for the moft part in reading the holy 
Scriptures, and writing, &c. in which we were at 
fundry feafons greatly refrefhed, ftrengthened, and 
comforted. O my foul ! glorify God thy Maker, 
and Chrift thy Saviour for ever, in the fenfe of his 
goodnefs and mercy, both by fea and land, by night 
and by day! After we had been almoft feven weeks at 
fea, we thought that we were near the land, but we 
founded feveral days, and found no bottom, although 
we let out abundance of line, I think above 300 yards* 

About this time our doctor dreamed a dream, 
which was to this effedt, himfelf relating it to me; 
He faid, < He dreamed that he went on fliore at a 
c great and fpacious town, the buildings whereof 
f were high, and the ftreets broad ; and as he went 
* up the ilreet he faw a large fign, on which was writ- 
* ten in great golden letters SHAME* At the door 
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4 of the houfe (to which the fign belonged) flood 
4 a woman with a can in her hand, who faid unto 
* him, Doctor, will you drink ? he replied, with 
€ all my heart, I have not drank any thing but 
€ water a great while (our wine and cyder being all 
c fpent, having had a long paffage) and he drank a 
€ hearty draught, which he faid, made him merry; 
* fo went up the flreet reeling to and fro, when a 
4 grim fellow coming behind him, clapped him on 
c the fhoulder, and told him, that he arrefted him in 
€ the name of the governor of the place. He afked 
c him for what, and faid, What have I done ? he 
€ anfwered, for dealing the woman’s can ; the can 
4 he had indeed, and fo he was had before the gover- 
c nor, which was a mighty black dog, the biggeft: 
* and grimeft that ever he faw in his life; and wit- 
« nefs was brought in againft him by an old compa- 
4 nion of his, and he was found guilty, and his fen- 
* tence was to go to prifon, and there to lay for ever.* 

He told me this dream fo punctually, andwith fuch 
an emphafis, that it affected me with ferious fadnefs, 
and caufed my heart to move within me (for to me 
the dream feemed true, and the interpretation fure) 
I then told him he was an ingenious man, and might 
clearly fee the interpretation of that dream, which ex¬ 
actly anfwered to his ftate and condition, which I thus 
interpreted to him : * This great and fpacious place, 
4 wherein the buildings were high and the ftreets 
4 broad, is thy great and high profeffion : the 
4 fign, on which was wrote fhame, which thou 
4 faweft, and the woman at the door, with the can 
4 in her hand, truly reprefents that great, crying 
4 and fhameful fin of drunkeqnefs, which thou knows 
4 to be thy great weaknefs, which the woman 
4 with the can did truly reprefent to thee: the 

4 grim fellow which arrefted thee in the devil’s 
4 territories, is death, who will affuredly arreft all 
4 mortals; the governor which thou laweft, re- 

* prefentjng 
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* prefenting a great black dog, is certainly the devil* 
* who after his fervants have ferved him to the full* 
f will torment them eternally in hell/ So he got 
up, as it were in hade, and faid, c God forbid! it is 
* nothing but a dream/ But I told him it was a very 
fignificant one, and a warning to him from the Al¬ 
mighty, who fometimes fpeaks to men in dreams. 

In feven weeks after we left fight of the land of 
America, we faw the Stilly iflands, and next day we 
faw the land of England, which was a comfortable 
fight to us; in that God Almighty had preferved us 
hitherto, and that we were fo far got on our way* 
We drove about the channel's mouth for feveral days 
for want of wind; after which, for two days, the 
wind came up, and we got as far up the channel as 
Lime-bay, and then an eafterly wind blew frefti for 
feveral days, and we Rimed to windward, but rather 
loft than got on our way, which was tirefome and 
tedious to fome of us. 

Now about this time (being fome days after the 
doctor's dream) a grievous accident happened to us* 
We met with a Hutch vefifel in Lime-bay, a little 
above the Starts hailed her, and flie us. They faid 
they came from Lijbon, and were bound for Holland. 
She was loaded with wine, brandy, fruit, and fuch 
like commodities ; and we having little but water to 
drink (by reafon our pa ft age was longer than we ex¬ 
pedited) therefore we fent our boat on board, in order 
to buy us a little wine to drink with our water. Our 
dodtor, and a merchant that was a paflenger, and one 
failor, went on board, where they ftaid fo long until 
fome of them were overcome with wine, although they 
were defired to beware thereof, fo that when they 
came back, a rope being handed to them, they (being 
filled with wine unto excels) were not capable of 
lifting it dexteroufly, inftomuch that they overftet the 
boat, and fhe turned bottom upwards, having the 
doctor under her. The merchant caught hold of a 

rope 
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rope called the main lheet, whereby his life was 
faved. The failor not getting fo much drink, as the 
other two, got nimbly on the bottom of the boat, 
and floated on the water till Aich time as our other 
boat was hoifted out, which was done with great 
fpeed, and we took him inj but the doCtor was 
drowned before the boat came. The feaman that fat 
upon the boat faw him fink, but could not help him. 
This was the greateft exercife that we met with in all 
our voyage; and much the more fo, as the doCtor 
was of an evil life and converfation, and much 
given to excefs of drinking. When he got on board 
the aforefaid Ihip, the mafter fent for a can of wine, 
and faid, ‘ DoCtor, will you drink ?’ he replied, * Yes, 
* with all my heart, for I have drank no wine a great 
while.’ Upon which he drank a hearty draught, that 
made him merry (as he faid in his dream ;*) andnot~ 
withftanding the admonition which was fo clearly ma~ 
nifefted to him but three days before, and the many 
promifes he had made to Almighty God, fome of 
which I was a witnefs of, when ftrong convictions 
were upon him, yet now he was unhappily overcome, 
and in drink when he was drowned. This is, I think, 
a lively reprefentation of the tender mercy, and juft 
judgment of the Almighty to poor mortals j and I 
thought it was worthy to be recorded to pofterity, as 
a warning to all great lovers of wine and ftrong 
liquors. This exercife was fo great to me, that I 
could not for feveral days get over it j and one day 
while 1 was mufing in my mind on thofe things re¬ 
lating to the doftor, it was opened to me, that God 
and his fervants were clear, and his blood was on his 

* N. B. This relation about the do&or’s dream, when I was 
at Barbadces, I had occafion to write about it to a friend in Ire¬ 

land, which he got printed, and is the fame with this in fu^- 
itance, only that is fomewhat fuller and larger $ ajid may be had. 
gf the primer heroqf* 

own 
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own head; for he had been faithfully warned of his 
evil ways. 

We were obliged by contrary winds to put into 
Plymouth harbour, and from Plymouth I went by 
coach to London, where I was gladly received by my 
relations and friends. In this journey I travelled 
about 2000 miles by land, and 6000 by water. I 
got to the yearly-meeting of Friends in Lender in 
the year 1699, which was large, and was at divers 
publick meetings for the worfhip of Almighty God,"' 
I may truly fay, the Holy Ghoft was amongft us* 
bleffed be God our Saviour for evermore. 

In this year 1 thought it my place to enter into a 
married ftate, and I acquainted my father of my 
defign, and that I inclined to make choice of Martha 
Betterton, a religious young woman, whom I entirely 
loved for that piety, virtue, and modefty, which I 
beheld in her; (I was in the twenty-fourth year of my 
age, and fhe in her twenty-firft.) I likewife acquaint¬ 
ed her father and mother with my intentions, to 
which both our parents confented ; her father faying 
(when I fpoke to him) * Go together, and the Lord 
< blefs you together/ And my father laid, f If I 
* was worth my weight in gold, fhe deferved me/ 
The heartinefs of both our fathers in this matter, was 
more to me than a portion of filver or gold, of which 
we had but very little ; but our love to each other 
was very great, and being well and honourably 
grounded^ it was not eafily fhaken. So afeer confent 
of parents, we propofed our intentions of marriage 
to the monthly-meeting unto which we belonged ; 
and becaufe I had been travelling in America, I had 
certificates from my brethren there, not only of my 
induftry and labour in the miniftry, with the good 
effects thereof, but alfo of my clearnefs in relation to 
marriage; and after having twice publifined our in¬ 
tentions, we had liberty of the faid meeting to pro¬ 
ceed to the folemnustion of our marriage, which was 

aLComplifhed 
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accomplifhed at Devonfhire-houfe in London, (at & 
meeting appointed for that end) on the 28th day of 
the feventh month, in the aforefaid year, in the pre¬ 
fence of many hundreds of people, and many worthy 
brethren and elders. A day of days it was to my 
foul! wherein I was made fenfible of the love and 
goodnefs of God in a particular manner, which to me 
was an earned: of our future well-doing. My dear 
wife was one who truly loved and feared God, and had 
an excellent gift of the miniftry given to her, and was 
ferviceable therein. A paper coming to my hands 
of her own hand writing and cornpofing, I tranfcribe 
it here. She calls it An account of the exercife of 
Xvlartha Betterton, viz. c As I was walking in the city 
€ of London, with a concern on my mind, in behold- 
c ing the abominable pride of the people, it opened 
€ upon my mind in this wife : Wo, wo! to the crown 
* of pride ! and then I was deeply bowed in my fpirit 
€ before the Lord, and it was laid to me, I will yet 
c fpare a little longer3 I have fheep which I will ga- 
c ther home to me, and there ihall be one fhepherd 
* and one Iheepfold. Then I laid in my heart, Oh 
c Lord ! fhall I be one of thy fheep belonging to thy 
c fheepfold of eternal reft. And again it was anfwer- 
€ ed me, My lheep hear my voice, and they follow me. 
€ Then a cry was raifed in me, Caufe me to hear 
€ thy voice 3 and not only fo, but enable me to obey 
c the fame. And then this charge was returned to 
* me. Be thou faithful/ 

Soon after I was married, I had a concern to vifit 
Friends in the counties of Surry, Suffix, and Kent, 
which I performed in about two weeks time, and 
came home and followed my calling, and was indu- 
ftrious therein 3 and when I had gotten lomething to 
bear my expenfes, and fettle my wife in fome little 
bufinefs, I found an exercife on my fpirit to go over 
to Ireland, to vifit our Friends and brethren on that 
ifland, in which William Lownjhend accompanied me, 

and 
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and Friends in that nation were generally fatisfied 
with our fervice among them. When we had been 
from home about ten weeks, and had vifited mod 
parts of that nation, having had many meetings 
among Friends, and others, we found freedom in our 
minds to return home, which we did, being com¬ 
forted in our fervice, and bleffed the name of the 
Lord. 

After fome few months I acquainted my wife and 
my father, with her father and mother, that I 
thought it my duty to go over and live in America. 
To which propofal, my father confented, though with 
tendernefs of heart, confidering that I mull be fo 
far feparated from him. I alfo laid it before the 
monthly-meeting of Friends at Horjlydown in South¬ 
wark (of which meeting I was a member) who con¬ 
fented to it (though fomewhat unwilling to part with 
os) and gave us their certificate, to let our brethren 
know that we were in love and unity with them, 
and walked according to our profeflion. And when 
we were ready, and in order for going, we agreed for 
the freight of our goods and fervants, with John 
Snowden, and fhipped them on board the JoJiahj 
bound for Maryland. When the fhip was at Grave/- 
endy and ready to fail, feveral of our dear relations 
and friends accompanied us to the fhip, on board 
of which we had a good meeting, and took our fo- 
lemn leave of one another, as never expedting to fee 
each other any more in this world. Ic was a lolemn 
time indeed ! we prayed for one another, and fo 
parted, our fhip failing that evening, and we got to 
Margate-Road, where we anchored, and the wind 
fprung up very frefh, and blew tempeftuoufly, fo 
that we broke our cable, and loft our belt bower 
anchor, and drove violently towards the Goodivin 
Sands. We let go our fhcet anchor, and three more, 
which were all we had, but they did not ftop her* 
ypon which the mafter ordered die carpenters to (land 
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by the main-maft, with their axes upon their fhouL 
ders, and when he gave the word, then they were ta 
cut the malt. The people in the fhip (there being 
divers paflengers) were in great confternation, ex¬ 
pecting nothing but death : but for my part, being 
exceedingly fea-fick* and having been in many 
ftorms, I was not fo much furprized with this, the 
failors fometimes making a great noife when there is 
but little danger *, but there was more danger than 
I was aware of, as appeared afterwards. One of 
the paflengers came weeping, and faid, our cafe was 
very bad. The doCtor alfo came in the fame man¬ 
ner, and cried, c Oh ! Mr. Chalkley, we are all dead 
c men !’ then I thought with myfelf, I would go out 
on deck, and fee what the matter was ; and when 
on deck, I went to the pilot, who had the lead in 
his hand, and he founded, and cried out, f Lord have 
c mercy upon us! fhe is gene, fhe is gone, Ihe is 
* gone !* by which I perceived that we were very 
near the Goodwin lands, on which many (hips have 
been loft with all their crews. In this fenfe of dan¬ 
ger 1 fent for the paflengers into the cabin, and told 
them that I thought it would be well for us to fit 
ftill together, and look unto, and wait upon God, to 
fee what he would pleafe to do for us ; that, if death 
came, we might meet him in as good a frame of 
mind as we could, and that we might not be fur- 
prized beyond meafure: and as we were thus com- 
pofed in our minds, a concern came upon my dear 
wife, and fhe prayed to God the Father, in the living 
power and fenfe of his Son, and he heard from his 
holy habitation, and anfwered the prayer; for im¬ 
mediately after the wind abated, and our anchors 
held us. This was a great deliverance, which is not 
to be forgotten. When we faw the longed for morn¬ 
ing, we were very near the fands, and the lea ran 
prodigioufly high, and broke upon them mightily* 
ii) that we were forced to leave our cables and an¬ 

chors 
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chors, and make the beft of our way to Deal, as well 
as we could. One of the owners being on fhore, 
and feeing us in diftrefs, fenc off a cable and anchor 
to us; and we anchored before Deal with our new 
cable and anchor, and fent a boat for our other an¬ 
chors and cables, when it was calm, which broup'ht 
them to us. And after we had lupplied ourlelves 

, with what we wanted, we put to fea again, and had 
fair winds till we got a$ far as the Wefiern-JJlands, 
where Captain Cant being in company with us, he 
fpoke with our captain in the evening, and the two 
captains concluded it would be ftorir.y that night, 
which happened accordingly. They took in their 
fails, and we all but our mainfail; notwithttandinc 
which, the ftorm was fuch, that we loft our main- 
maft, fprung the head of our fore-maft, and broke 
our crofs-jack-yard, and thus lay rolling upon the 
fea for about two weeks : the fhip Briftol Merchant 
conning by in that time, lent us a fpare top-maft, of 
which we made a main-maft, and a top-maft of our 

t-maft, and io rentted out as well as we 
could, and had a pretty good pafiage afterwards. 
V/e were about eight weeks from the Land’s-End to 
the capes of Virginia ; had meetings twice a week on 
board, and they helped to ftay our minds on our 
Maker, though our bodies were toffed to and a^ain 
on the mighty waters. We went on fhore at Patux¬ 
ent River, and went by land to Herring Pay, where I, 
my wife and family, tarried that winter; and I, with 
my three fervants, followed my calling. In the fpring 
1701, we tranfported ourfelves, our goods, and fer¬ 
vants, from Maryland to Pennsylvania, where we in¬ 
tended to fettle when we came from our native coun- 
try. . At Philadelfhia I bought a lot of ground upon 
the river Delaware, and there I followed my calling 
that fummer, and in the fall 1 had an inward call to 
vjfit Friends in Barbadoes, which I propofed to our 
monthly-meeting, and they certified on my behalf, 

C that 
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that they had unity with me in my propofal, conver- 
fation and miniftry : fo I took fhip at Philadelphia, 
about the 20th of the feventh month, 1701, on board 
the Abraham, —— Street, commander, and was about 
a month on our voyage ; Jofiah Langdale was with 
me. We had feveral good meetings in the fhip to 
our fatisfa&ion ; and were well received, and had 
many meetings at Barbadoes, which were often very 
large and open, and fome of the people loving and 
tender. We had feveral meetings at Bridgetown, 
Speight's-P'own, the Spring, and the Thickets, and at 
Pumkin-Hill$ and after being there about fix weeks, 
we went in a (loop to Bermudas, where we found but 
very few Friends, yet had meetings in feveral places, 
and at the houfes of fome people who were not of 
our profeffion ; and the longer we tarried, the larger 
our meetings were; and many began to be affect¬ 
ed, and fpoke well of us and our devotion ; but fome 
were diffurbed, and fpoke to the governor to break 
up our meeting, which at the defire of one of the 
inhabitants we had appointed at his houfe, upon 
which he fent orders by one of his colonels to break 
up our meeting, which troubled divers fober people. 
After this I met with the governor at the houfe of 
one judge Stafford; and he being a moderate man, 
we had the following difeourfe, viz. 

Gov. How do you like our country ? We are but 
a little fpot in the lea. 

T. C. I like it well for its moderate climate. If 
the people were moderate alfo, it would be well. 

Gov. Doth it anfwer your end in coming ? 
T. C. My end in coming, was to vifit the people 

in Chriftian love. 
Gov. Do you think the people will be brought 

over ? 
gr c. If they are brought to truth and righteouf- 

nefs, it will be well with them. That is the end of 

our coming* 
Gov* 
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Gov. If you had acquainted me with your deHgn, 

when fir ft you came, you had done well. It was vodf 
duty. 

*T. C. If we had knoWri the governor’s will herein, 
or that thou wouldeft have Ipoken with us, we fhoilld 
readily have anfwered it: but knowing nothing of 
it, we could not tell but that it might be takenYor 
rudenels in us, confiderihg our homely way and 
manner of addrefiing fuch men. 

Gov. Then your defign in coming hero was to 
preach. Had you no other end ? 

G. Yes. As we found a concern Upon us tti 
preach* and a defire in the people to hear. 

Gov. Why do not you tarry with them ? That 
looks ftrange. Here the people are affe&ed with 
you, and you go away and leave them : upon my 
word I blame you for that; 

T. C. We do not dired them to man, but to the 
Lord Jefus Chrift, their teacher arid Bilhop of their 
fouls. And why fiaould our leaving them look ftrange 
to the governor? for it was the pradice of the 
apoftles of our Lord Jefus Chrift; and his own prac¬ 
tice and command to his followers. And further 
the apoftles (which word fignifies ambaflfadors or 
mdfengersy fay, fc Follow us, as we are followers of 

Chiilt. And they travelled up and down the 
world preaching the gofpe! ; and that our great Lord 
himlelt had not whereon to lay his head. 

Gov. The apofties were infpired men: irifpired by 
the Holy Spirit to preach the gofpel. I fuppofe you 
do not pretend to be infpired. 

F-C. Every^ true Chnftian ought to pray for the 
pouring out of the holy Spirit, or holy Glioft upon 
him, . The church of England* alfo* prays for it, the 
receiving of which is inlpiration. 

Go <7» v l. 3 

* Oi which church the governor was a member. 
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Gov. Your reafons being grounded on Scripture* 
you are well grounded; for no man can deny the- 
Scriptures. Then you fay you are infpired. 

T. C. I hope i am. I pray for it with great ear- 
neltnefs. 

Gov. Then it is but afk, and have* you think. 
<T. C. If we afk in faith, without wavering, we 

fliall receive according to the doftrine of Chrift and 
his apoftles in the New Teftament. 

Gov. Well, If any have a defire to hear you, you 
may preach and welcome. 

After I had this difcourfe with the governor, it was 
reported on the ifland, that the governor had given 
us licenie to preach, which report was not true, fur¬ 
ther than the aforefaid difcourfe, and then we had 
larger meetings than before. We had a meeting at 
judge Stafford's houfe, and one at a houfe not far 
from his. 

It is obfervable, that this ifland had formerly been 
a very healthful and fruitful place. Red cedar, or 
fweet wood, is all the timber they have in the 
ifland, with which they build their houfes, make 
their houfhold goods, build their fhips and floops, 
and make their fires; fo that there is continually a 
fragrant and pleafant fmell, which we could fmell at 
fea fome time before we faw the land •, and it is yet 
a pretty healthy and fruitful ifland, but not fo heal¬ 
thy and fruitful as formerly. In one of the meetings 
I was concerned to let them know, that it was the 
evil of their ways and doings, that had caufed the 
Almighty to with-hold from them the fruits of the 
earth, and to make their ifland more unhealthful than 
formerly it was. After*meeting the judge told me, 
I had faid truly, for that was the caufe; and if I had 
fpoke more to that matter, or on that fubjedt, I had 
done well. Several were convinced at this time on 
this ifland. 

Soon 
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Soon after an opportunity offered, in a (loop be¬ 
longing to this ifland, that was bound for Philadelphia, 
in which we, being clear, embarked, and on our 
voyage had indifferent good weather, only one hard 
glie.of wind, which caufed us to hand our jib. A 
Molatto man, named Stavo, being the mailer’s fer- 
vant, went out upon the bowlprit to hand the fail, 
and there came a fea and walhed him off, and the 
veffel ran over him; and, in all probability, he had 
certainly been drowned, had he not been a good 
ivvimmer; for he fwarn, as we judged, three quar¬ 
ters of a mile, before he got to the (loop, it not 
coming into any one’s mind to lower the fails, until I 
fharply ordered it to be done, which they then did 
readily; and the courfe of the veffel being flopped, 

•he loon got on board, having ftripped himfelf of 
his, deaths in the fea, and brought them in his 
mouth. I was very thankful for the poor fellow’s 
life, and praifed the Lord in the fecret of my foul, 
for his preiervation. In about two weeks time we 
arrived at Philadelphia, and I had great peace in my 
labours in this vifit, in which I was from home 
about five months. The Friends of Barbadoes were 
io well fatisfied with this labour of love, that they 
certified the fame by way of certificate, more than is 
proper for me to mention.. But though they thought 
io well oi me, yet I had occafion to think very mean¬ 
ly of myfelf, for I was emptied to exceeding great 
fpiritual poverty at times. 

After I came home from Barbadoes and Bermudas, 
I followed my calling, and kept to meetings dili¬ 
gently ; for I was not eaiy to be idle, either in my 
fpiritual or temporal callings; and at times travel¬ 
led in the work of the miniflry in our own province, 
in which there are many large meetings of Friends, 
and they increafe and multiply from time to time. 
Since my fettling in this province, which is now about 
a year, fome hundreds of people are come here to 

C 3 fettle, 
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fettle, and divers meeting-houfes are built; and I do 
certainly know from above, that this province of 
Pennfylvania, and city of Philadelphia, will flourish 
both fpiritually and temporally, if the inhabitants will 
love, and live in righteoufhefs, and in the fear of 
God ; otherwife the hand that planted them can foon 
pluck them up. After fome time I was drawn forth 
to vifit friends in Maryland, Virginia, and North- 
Carolina, and went with the unity of Friends, hav¬ 
ing their certificate (according to the good order 
eftablifhed among us). So about the 26th of the firft 
month, 1703, I went through Maryland, and vifited 
Friends in Virginia and North- Carolina, to the river 
PamphlicOy where no travelling publick Friends, that 
ever I heard of, were before; and we had feveral 
meetings there on each fide of the river. One day 
going out of our canoe through a marfh, I trod on 
a rattle-fhake (which is accounted one of the mod 
poifonous fnakes) but it only hided at me, and did 
no harm. This was one deliverance, among many, 
the Lord by his providence wrought for me; and 1 
bids his holy name for all his mercies. In going to, 
and coming from this place, we lay two nights in the 
woods, and I think I never flept better in all my 
life. It was the eighth hour in the evening when 
I laid down on the ground one night (my faddle 
being my pillow) at the root of a tree, and it was 
four o’clock in the morning when they called me. 
When I awoke, I thought of good Jacob's lodging 
he had on his way to Padanaram, when he faw the 
holy vifion of angels, with the ladder, whole top 
reached to heaven. Very fweet was the love of 
God to my foul that morning, and the dew of the 
everlafting hills refrefhed me; and I went on my 
way praifing the Lord, and magnifying the God of 
my falvation. In this journey I met with another re¬ 
markable deliverance : going over a river eight miles 
broad, vye put our horfes, we being eight men and 
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feven horfes, into two canoes tied together, and our 
horfes flood with their fore-feet in one, and their 
hind feet in the other. It was calm when we fet out, 
but when we were about the middle of the river the 
wind arofe, and the feas ran high, and fplit one of 
our canoes, fo that with our hats we were obliged to 
call out the water; and with much difficulty, at laft, 
all of us, with our horfes, got fafe on fhore, through 
the good providence of God. And on return through 
North Carolina, we had feveral large meetings, and 
an open time it was ; as alfo at Nanfimund and 
Chuckatue, and feveral other places in Virginia; and 
when my fervice was over in thofe two provinces, I 
went back to Maryland, and viflted meetings there, 
and then went home. As near as I can compute it, 
I rode about a thoufand miles on this journey. After 
which I (laid at home, following my bufinefs, in 
order to the maintenance of my family, being blefied 
with wife, children, and fervants, and with other 
things; for which 1 am truly thankful. 

While I was at home, I vifited the neighbouring 
meetings as I found a concern on my mind; and 
on the 6th day of the third month, 1704, I laid be¬ 
fore our quarterly-meeting of minifters and elders 
an exercife that was upon my mind, to vifit our 
Friends meetings on Long-IJland, Rhode-IJland*, and 
in New-England^ and the places adjacent; from 
which quarterly-meeting I had a good certificate 
which I thought it my duty to endeavour to live up 
unto; and being accompanied with feveral Friends 
to Burlington and Cr of wicks, Jofteph Glajler being my 
fellow-labourer in the work of the gofpel; at the 
two aforefaid places we had meetings, and then we 
travelled to New-York and Long-IJlandy where we had 
divers meetings ; as at Flu flyings IVeft bury, Jerufalem, 
JericOy Bethpage, Matinicocky and alfo at IVejt-Cheft- 
tery on the main •, and from thence we travelled to 
iihode-Ijland yearly-meeting, which was large and 
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ferviceable to many. From hence Jofeph Glajier 
went towards B oft on, the inland way, and I went 
by the fea-fide, and wc met together, after I had 
been at meetings at divers places, viz. Dartmouth and 
Nantucket iftand, at which ifland there are large 
meetings, people there being moftly Friends, and a 
fober growing people in the beft things; though not 
of our fociety when they fir ft received the truth, yet 
they received it with gladnefs ; and although divers 
of the people called Prejhyterians w^ere very cruel in 
their expreffions, and bitter in their fpirits againft us, 
yet there were fome who went under that name, 
who were more open and charitable towards us, and 
received us gladly with tendernefs ; and at fome 
places we had meetings at their houfes to our mutual 
latisfaftion. We likewife had meetings at Suckanufety 
Scituate and Sandwich. About this time ther Indians 
were very barbarous in the deftrudtion of the Eng- 
lift) inhabitants, fcalping fome, and knocking out 
the brains of others, men, women, and children, 
by which the country v/as greatly alarmed, both 
by night and day; but the great Lord of all was 
pleafed wonderfully to preferve our Friends, efpe- 
cially thofe who kept faithful to their peaceable 
principle, according to the dodtrine of Chrift in the 
holy Scriptures, as recorded in his excellent fermon 
which he preached on the mount, in the 5th, 6th, and 
7th chapters of Matthew, which is quite oppofite to 
killing, revenge, and deftrudtion, even of our ene¬ 
mies : and becaufe our Friends could not join with 
thofe of fighting principles and practices, fome of 
them were put into prilon ; divers people railing and 
fpeaking very bitteily againft their peaceable neigh¬ 
bours, and wifhing the Quakers might be cut off. 
Some of the New-England priefts and profeffors were 
fo bitter againft Friends that inftead of being hum¬ 
bled, under the mighty hand of God upon them, in 
fuffering the Indians to deftroy them, they expreffed 

their 
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their enmity againfl the poor Quakers, on a day ap- 
Dointed for humiliation and a fait; and particularly in 
a fermon preached by one of their priefts, which he 
divided into three heads, viz. Firft, That the judg¬ 
ments of God were upon them, in letting loole the 
favage Indians to deftroy them. Secondly, In that 
he with-held the fruits of the earth from them (for 
there was great fcarcity.) Thirdly, That the Quakers 
prevailed, and were fuffered to increafe fo much a- 
mong them ; which, he faid, was worfe than the In¬ 
dians deftroying of them, and gave this abfurd reafon 
for it, The' Indians deftroy our bodies, but the Qua¬ 
kers deftroy the foul A This is an abominable falfe- 
hood ; for it is fin that deftroys the foul, and fuch 
as thofe that preach to the people, that there is no 
freedom from it in this world, contradict Chrift’s 
do&rine, <c Be ye perfect,” &c. And that of the 
apoftles, cc He that is born of God cannot fin.” 
And thus their blind guides miftake light for dark- 
nefs, and darknefs for light. Among the many 
hundreds that were ftain, I heard but of three of our 
friends being killed, whofe deftrudion was very re¬ 
markable, as I was informed (the one was a woman, 
the other two were men.) The men ufed to go to 
their labour without any weapons, and trufted to the 
Almighty, and depended on his providence to protedl 
them, (it being their principle not to ufe weapons 
of war, to offend others, or defend themfelves) but a 
fpirit of diftruft taking place in their minds, they 
took weapons of war to defend themfelves; and 
the Indians, who had feen them feveral times with¬ 
out them, and let them alone, faying. They were 
peaceable men, and hurt nobody, therefore they would 
not hurt them ; now feeing them have guns, and 
fuppofmg they defigned to kill the Indians, they 

* This prieft was foon after killed by the Indians, as I was 
• told by a minifter. 
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therefore {hot the men dead. The woman had re¬ 
mained in her habitation, and could not be free to 
go to a fortified place for prelervation, neither {he, 
her fon, nor daughter, nor to take thither the little 
ones; but the poor woman after fome time began 
to let in a flavilh fear, and did advife her children 
to go with her to a fort not far from their dwelling. 
Her daughter being one that trufted in the name of 
the Lord, the mighty tower, to which the righteous 
flee and find fafety, could not confent to go with her ; 
and having left a particular account in a letter to 
her children of her and their prefervation, I think it 
worthy to be inferted here in her own words. 

* ¥ THEN the cruel Indians were fuffered to kill 
‘ VV ar|d deftroy, it was fhewed me. That I 
* muft fcand in a teftimony for truth, and truft in 
‘ the name of the Lord that was a ftrong tower, 
1 and we fhould wait upon him. And I often de- 
c fired my mother and hufband to fit down, and 
* wait upon the Lord, and he would (hew us what 
6 we fhould do ; but I could not prevail with him, 
c but he would fay it was too late now, and was in 
c great hade to be gone; but I could not go with 
c him, becaufe I was afraid of offending the Lord : 
c but ftill he would fay I was deluded by the devil, 
* fo that my mother would often fay, A houfe divided 
c could not (land; and fhe could not tell what to do. 
4 Although fhe had mod peace in daying, yet fhe had 
c thoughts of moving, and fiiid to me. Child, can 
4 thee certainly fay it is revealed to thee that we fhould 
4 day; if it be, I would willingly ftay, if I was fure it 
4 was the mind of God. But I being young, was 
4 afraid to (peak fo high, faid, Mother, I can fay 
4 that it is fo with me, that when I think of daying 
4 and truding in the name of the Lord, I find great 
f peace and comfort, more than I can utter, with 
* a belief we fhall be preferred; but when I think 
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of going, oh the trouble and heavinefs I feel, 
with a fear fome of us fliould fall by them ! And 
my dear mother fighed, and faid, She could not 
tell what to do. But I laid to them, If they would 
go, I would be willing to flay alone; if they found 
freedom, I was very willing, for I was afraid of 
offending the Lord. But ftill my poor hufband 
would fay, I took a wrong fpirit for the right. And 
he would fay how I fhould know; for if I was 
right I would be willing to condefcend to him. And 
then 1 laid, in condefcenlion to him I would move; 
but 1 hope the Lord will not lay it to my charge, 
for was it not to condefcend to him, I would not 
move for the world ; and after I had given away 
rny (Length, in a little time there came men 
from the garrifon, with their guns, and told us, 
they came for us, and told us, The Indians, they 
thought, might be near; and then away we went; 
and mv mother went in with my brother-in- 
law, although 1 perfuaded her not to do it. But (he 
faid, Why, my child is there : And why may not I 
be with him as well as thee ? and fo we went along 
to Hampton, to my hufband’s brother’s. But O 
the fear and trouble that I felt ! and told my 
hufband, it feemed as if we were going into the 
mouth of the Indians. And the next day was 
the firft day of the week ; and our dear friend, 
Lydia Norton, came with my dear mother; and 
in her teftimony floe faid, there was there that 
was very near to her life, that was very near 
death. O then I was ready to think it would be 
I, becaufe I believed we had done ami Is in mov¬ 
ing, and great trouble was I in, and told dear Lydia 
of it; but file comforted me as muHi as fhe could, 
and faid, She did not think it would be I. And my 
dear mother went to my fifter’s again, to the 
garrifon, where fhe found herfelf not eafy ; but, 
as flie often faid to many, that flic felt herfelf in a 

4 beclouded 
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‘ beclouded condition, and more fnut from counfel 
c than ever (he had been fince die knew the truth ; 
‘ and being uneafy, went to move to a friend’s houfe 
c that lived in the neighbourhood; and as fhe was 
‘ moving, the bloody cruel Indians lay by the wav! 
‘ and killed her. O then how did I lament moving. 
c And promifed, if the Lord would be pleafed to fpare 
‘ my life, and hufband, and children, and carry 
‘ us home again, I would never do fo more. But 
c O the fear, and trouble, and darknefs, that 
‘ fell upon me, and many more at that time ! And 
* three or four of us kept our meeting, but although 
* vve fat and waited as well as we could, vet we fat 
e under a poor beclouded condition, till we return- 
‘ ed home again ; then did the Lord pleafe to lift 
c up the light of his love upon our poor fouls. 
‘ O then I told my hufband, although he had built a 
e little houfe by the garrilon, I could not move 
* again. So he was willing to flay while the winter 
‘ feafon lafted, but told me he could not ftay when 
‘ fummer came, for then the Indians would be 
‘ about; and fo told me, That if I could not go to 
‘ the garrifon, I might go to a friend’s houie that 
‘ was near it. And I was willing to pleafe him, if 
c the Lord was willing; and then applied my heart 
‘ to know the mind of truth, and it was (hewed 
* me, that if 1 moved again, I fhould lofe the fenfe 
‘ of truth, and I fhould never hold up my head 
‘ again. O then 1 told my hufband he muft never 
‘ afk me to move again, for I durft not do it. Still 
‘ he would fay it was a notion, till our dear friend 
c 'Thomas Storey came and told him, He did not fee 
‘ that I could have a greater revelation than I had. 
‘ And fatisfied my hufband fo well, that he never 
‘ afked me more to go, but was very well contented 
‘ to ftay all the wars; and then things were made 
c more eafy, and we law abundance of the wonder- 
c ful works, and of the mighty power of the Lord, 

in 
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1 in keeping and preferving of us, when the Indians 
c were at our doors and windows, and at other 
f times ; and how the Lord put courage in you, 
6 my dear children ; do not you forget it, and do 
f not think that as you were young, and becaufe you 
c knew little, fo you feared nothing; but often con- 
c fider how you (laid at home alone, when we went 
4 to meetings, and how the Lord preferved you, 
c and kept you, fo that no hurt came upon you. 
f And I leave this charge upon you, Live in the fear 
c of the Lord, and fee. you let him always before 
€ your eyes, left you fin againft him : for it I had 
4 not feared the Lord, and felt the comforts of hi$ 
4 holy Spirit, I never could have flood fo great a 
c trial, when fo many judged, and laid, I was de- 
4 luded, and that all the blood of my hufoand and 
c children, would be required at my hands; but 
6 the Lord was near to me, and gave me ftrength 
4 and courage, and faith to truft in him, for I 
4 knew his name to be a ftrong tower, yea, and 
4. ftronger than any in the world ; for I have often- 
4 times fled there for fafety. O bleffing and honour, 
4 and everlafting high praifes, be given to the Lord, 
4 and to his dear Son, our Saviour and Mediator, 
4 Chrift Jefus, Amen. 

Mary Doe. 

A neighbour of the aforefaid people told me, 
That as he was at work in his field, the Indians faw 
and called him, and he went to them. They told 
him. That they had no quarrel with the Quakers, 
for they were a quiet, peaceable people, and hurt no¬ 
body, and that therefore none fliould hurt them. 
But they faid, that the Prejbyterians in tliele parts had 
taken away their lands, and lome of their lives, 
and would now, if they could, deftroy all the In¬ 
dians, 

Thofe 
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Thofe Indians began about this time to fhootpeo- 
pie down as they rode along the road, and to knock 
them on the head in their beds, and very barbaroufly 
murdered many : but we travelled the country, and 
had large meetings, and the good prefence of God 
was with us abundantly, and we had great inward 
joy in the Holy Ghoft in our outward jeopardy and 
travels. The people generally rode and went to 
their worfhip armed, but Friends went to their 
meetings without either fword or gun, having their 
trufl and confidence in God. 

After having had divers good meetings in thofe 
eaftern parts of New-England, I returned to Salem, 
Lynn, Bofton> and fo on towards Rhode-IJland, and 
at divers adjacent places; as in the Narraganfet 
country we had divers meetings* alfo at Dartmouth, 
Sandwich and Scituate. As 1 was entering into the 
town of Bofton, in company with many others, a 
man rode up to me, and afked in a fcoffing manner, 
4 Whether I faw or met with any Quakers on the road?9 
I pleafantly told him, 4 we fhould not tell the Prejby- 
4 teriansy left they fhould hang them.’ He not think¬ 
ing of fuch an anivver, went fneakingly away. 

Now having thoroughly vifited Friends in thofe 
parts, in company with my friend Thomas Storey, I 
travelled through Connefficut government, and had 
feveral meetings in that colony and came to Long- 
IJlandy where we had divers meetings to the fatisfac- 
tion of ourfelves and Friends. From Long-IJlandy af¬ 
ter we were clear of the fervice and extreife of the 
work of the miniftry, and had vifited Friends 
meetings as we travelled ; and in divers places found 
opennels among the people who were not of our 
profeflion (which fometimes came in great numbers 
to our meetings, and feveral were convinced in fame 
good degree, and many comforted* ftrengthened, 
and edified in Chrift our Lord) we came to Philo- 
delphiay the place of our habitation. Let, faith my 
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foul, his name have the praife of all his works for 
ever. 

After being at home fome time, I vifited Friends 
meetings in our own county, and feveral parts of 
New-JerJey, Maryland, and the lower counties on the 
Delaware. At Jones’s I appointed a meeting at a 
publick houfe near the court-houfe (general notice 
being given thereof) there came one-Crawford, 
a prieft, with many of his hearers, and in the begin¬ 
ning of the meeting he read a fermon, as they called 
it, which was a tranfcript of the work of fome of 
our adverfaries, which we defired to have from them 
to anfwer. They laid, ‘ If I would anfwer it myfelf 
‘ I Ihould have it.’ The which I told them 1 fhould, 
if they would let me; but though they promifcd it, 
they did not perform, but were worfe than their word. 
We heard them read it over patiently ; and after they 
had done we had our meeting. The auditory was 
large, and mod of the magiftrates were at it. The 
prieft’s reading, and my teftimony occafioned this 
meeting to hold long ; after which as we were getting 
on horfeback, the prieft cried out among the people, 
‘ That he did not think we Ihould go away i'o fneak- 
ingly.’ We having twenty miles to ride that night, 
and he near his home, he having the advantage in that 
refpecl;, fome thought it made him the bolder, for 
he let me go on horfeback before he uttered that 
breaking exprdlion. I told him, to challenge was 
enough to fet a coward to work, and we were no 
cowards-, for he knew we could venture our lives 
for our religion, which I queftioned whether he would 
do for his ; fo I difmounted, and he having the 
bible open in his hand, I being near him, chanced, 
againft my will and knowledge, to touch it with 
my foot. ‘ Look you, gentlemen,’ fays he, * he 
* tramples the word ofGod under his feet,’ For which 
grofs abufe his own hearers openly rebuked him, and 
put him to flume. Then he laid, ‘ He would prove 
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c ns no minifters of Chrift/ I bid him prove himfelf 
one, and he would do the bufmefs. c Well/ fays he,* 
c How fliall we know who are Chrift’s minifters ?’ 
* Why/ laid I in anfwer to him, c art thou willing 
c to be tried by Chrift’s rule, for he hath given us a 
« plain rule to know them by/ c What is that rule ? 
< let us hear it/ fays he. It is fhort, but full, namely, 
cc By their fruits you fhall know them : for men do 
<c not gather grapes of thorns, nor figs of thiftles /’ 
wherefore by their fruits they are known. I deny it, 
fays prieft Crawford (for that was the name he went 
by here, he going under another elfewhere) that they 
are known by their fruits. I anfwered, c Then thou 
c denies the plain and naked truth of Chrift/ So I 
called aloud to the people to take notice what a 
blind guide they had j and indeed he was wicked as 
well as blind, and his fruits not good; which may 
make one fuppofe, that he was not willing to be tried 
by his fruits: for foon after, news came that he had 
a wife in England, and as he had another here, his 
fruits were wicked with a witnefs ; and according to 
Chrift’s dofcrine, no good could fpring from his 
miniftry, therefore he proved himfelf by his evil 
deeds to be no minifter of Jefus Chrift. Near the 
aforefaid place we got a meeting fettled, which is. 
called Little Creek meeting; and about the fame 
time a meeting was eftablifhed, and a meeting-houfe 
built at Buck Creek. The people in thole parts about 
this time began mightily to fee through the formal 
preaching of fuch as preach for money or hire, who 
love the hire, though they do not love to be called 

hireli nss* . ■ . , 
In the year 1706, having kune concerns in the 

province of Maryland, I had divers meetings as I 
travelled on the road, as at Nottingham) Elk River, 
Northeaft, Sufquehannah, Bujh and Gunpowder Rivers, 
at fotne of which places 1 do not know that there had 
been any meetings before. At one of thefe meetings 
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were one Edwards a pried, and a lawyer the attor¬ 
ney-general, and feveral of the juftices of the peace. 
The pried was angry, and faid, ‘ It was an unlawful 
f aflembly, the houle not being licenfed by law.5 The 
judices told him, That he and his'people being there 
to hear, if any unwarrantable or falfe dodrine was 
preached,, lie had a fair opportunity to lay it ooen 
before all the people. So they defired him to hear 
patiently and quietly. Heieemed to like the propo- 
fition, and fat down by me. We had not fat" down 
long before I dood up, and fpoke to the people fome 
confiderable time; and the lawyer fat oppofite to 
me, and took what I laid in fhort hand, for about: 
half an hour; but growing weary, he laid down his 
pen, and took out of his pocket a bottle of liquor, 
or fpirits; and laid, c Come friend, here is to thee, or 
- you, you have fpoke a great while, you need fome- 
c thing to refredi youSo I made a dop, and faid to 
the people, here is your minider, and here is fome of 
the fjuits or his mimicry, or which lie and all fober 
people may be aihamed. And then I went on ac?aia 
without any oppofnion till 1 had done- but after¬ 
wards they were in a rage, and threatened what they 
would do to me, if ever I came to have a meeting 
any more there. But I told them, if they had power 
to take our lives from us, they were not dear to us 
for the fake of Chrid and his golpel; and that we 
did not matter their threatenings. I defired the 
lawyer to give me a copy of what he had written : 
he went about it, but did not do it; neither was lie 
candid in penning my words ; for feveral of the peo¬ 
ple then prefent did bear witnefs he had not writ it: 
verbatim, nor truly taken the fenie or what I fpoke, 
wherefore I charged him to be juft, otherwise he had 
many witnedcs againd him ; at which the pried bent 
his fid, and held it up to me, but did not drike me 
and away they went in a fret. Soon after we had ano¬ 
ther meeting at the fame place, which was 1 arte and 

D quiet. 
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quiet. The man of the houfe being an attorney at 
law, had got his houfe licenfed, and though the 
pried and lawyer threatened hard, they came not. 

Aquila Pica, high fheriff for the county, livin°- at 
the head of Bujh river, near the main road, built 
a meeting-houfe at his own charge, and had it licen¬ 
fed, at which we had many good meetings. About 
this time all'o was built a meeting-houfe at a place 
called Nottingham, which is a large meeting, and 
greatly increafes. 

When I was travelling in thofe parts, I had a con¬ 
cern on my mind to vifit the Indians living near Suf- 
quehannah, at Conefiogoe-, I laid it before the elders 
of Nottingham meeting, with which they expreifed 
their unity, and promoted my vifiting them. We 
got an interpreter, and thirteen or fourteen of us tra¬ 
velled through the woods about fifty miles, carrying 
ourprovifions with us, and on the journey fat down 
by a river, and fpread our food on the grafs, and 
refrefhed ourfelves and horfes, and then went on 
cheerfully, and with good will, and much love to 
the poor Indians; and when we came, they received 
us kindly, treating us civilly in their way. We 
treated about having a meeting with them in a religi¬ 
ous way, upon which they called a council, in which 
they were very grave, and fpoke one after another 
without any heat or jarring; and fome of the molt 
efteemed of their women do fometimes fpeak in their 
councils. I allied our interpreter, ‘ Why they fuf- 
1 fered or permitted the women to fpeak in their coun- 
4 cils;’ his anfwer was, ‘ That fome women were wi- 
4 ferthan fome men.’ Our interpreter told me, That 
they had not done any thing for many years without 
the counfel of an ancient grave woman ; who, I ob- 
ferved fpoke much in their council ; for I was per¬ 
mitted to be prefent at it; and 1 alked, ‘ What it 
4 was the woman laid;' He told me fire was an em- 
prefs; and they gave much heed to what line laid a- 
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inongft them, and that file then faid to them, ‘ She 
s looked upon our coming to be more than natural, 
s becaufe we did not come to buy, or fell, or get gain, 
f but came in love and refpeft to them, and defired 
* their well doing both here and hereafter ;’ and fur¬ 
ther continued, ‘ That our meetings among them 
e might be very beneficial to their young people,' 
and related a dream which ihe had three days before, 
and interpreted it, viz; ‘ That fhe was in London 
4 and that London was the fined place Ihe ever law, it 
4 was like to Philadelphia, but much bigger; and Ihe 
‘ went acrofs fix ftreets, and in the feventh ilie law 
s William Penn preaching to the people, which was 
* a great multitude, and both Ihe and William Penn. 
f rejoiced to fee one another; and after meeting (he 
f went to him, and he told her. That in a little'time 
* ‘‘e would come over and preach to them alfo, of 
£ which Ihe was very glad. And now fhe faid her 

dieam was fulfiileu, for one or his friends was 
‘ come to preach to them.’ And fire advifed them 
to hear us, and entertain us kindly; and accordingly 
they did; Here were two nations of them, tht Sene- 
ias and the Sbawnefe. We had find a meeting with 
the Senecas, with which they were much affedted; and 
they called the other nation, viz. the Skawnefe, and 
interpreted to them what he had fpoke in their meet- 
ing, and the poor Indians, particularly feme of the 
young men and women, were under a folid exercife 
and concern. We had alio a meeting with the ocher 
nation, and they were ail very kind to us, and defired 
more iuch opportunities ; the which, I hope Divine 
Providence will order them, if they are worthy thereof. 
The gofpei of Jelus Chrid was preached freely to 
them, and raith in Chrid, who was put to death at 
Jerujalem, by the unbelieving Jews j and chat this 
fame Jefus came to lave people from their fins, and 
by his giace and light in the foul, ihews to man 
his fins, and convinceth him thereof, delivering him 

P* 2 out 



out of them, and gives inward peace and comfort to 
the foul for well-doing, and forrow and trouble 
for evil-doing ; to all which, as their manner is, they 
gave publick affents; and to that of the light in the 
foul, they gave a double affent, and feemed much 
affected with the do6trine of truth; alfo the benefit 
of the holy Scriptures was largely opened to them.* 

After this we returned to our refpectivehabitations,, 
thankful in our hearts to the God and Father of our 
Lord Jelus Chrift. Several of the Friends that went 
with me expreffed their fatisfa&ion in this vifit, and 
offered them!elves freely to go again on the like fer- 
vice. 

I alio was concerned ibon after to vifit the people 
about Egg-Harbour and Cape-May, and had divers 
meetings amongft them, and feveral meetings were 
fettled in thofe parts, and the people fomewhat re¬ 
formed from what they had been before they were vi- 
ffted by Friends, as themfelves told me, after a meet¬ 
ing we had with them, that they ufed to fpend the 
Sabbath days in fporting and vanity, until Friends 
came among them, and now they met together to 
worfhip God, and his Son Jefus Chrift. At our 
coming amongft them,fome backfiiders and apoftates 
were difpleafed. One, in a very bitter fpirit, called 
us curfed and cruel devils. • Another wrote againft 
us. To him I lent an anfwer, for which he fcanda- 
lized me in one of his almanacks, and publickly be¬ 
lied me in print; which lies i fwept away with a 
Small Broom, printed in this year 1706, to which I 
never underftood that he returned any anfwer, nor 

• * It is worthy of notice, that at the fir It fettling of Pennfylva- 

nlay William Penn took great care to do juftice to the Indians, 
and bought his land of them to their fatisfaftion, and fettled a 
trade with them ; fo that whereas the Indians were deilructive to 
other colonies, they were helpful to Pennjyluania ; and to this 
day they loVe to hear the name of WILLIAM PENN, 

that 
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that he wrote againft Friends afterwards, though he 
had made it his practice before for feveral years. 

At Little Egg-Harbour lived a Friend whole name 
was Edward Andrews, who, as he himfelf told me, had 
been a leader of the people into vanity and folly, as 
xnufick, dancing, &c. But the good hand of the 
Lord being upon him, wrought a wonderful refor¬ 
mation in him, and made him an inftrument to lead 
people into truth and righteoufnefs, and gave him 
an excellent gift in the miniftry of the gofpel of 
Chrift ; fo that he was made inftrumental in the ga¬ 
thering of a large and growing meeting, mod of the 
people thereabouts being convinced, and a great 
reformation and change wrought in their converfa- 
tions. This Friend told me, That when he was very 
rude and wild, he was mightily reached unto at the 
meeting we had under the trees at Cro/wicks,* fo 
that he could not go on with his vanity as before, 
alter which he had ftrong convictions on him, which 
wrought converfion in the Lord’s time, after he had 
gone through many and deep inward exercifes. 

After thefe feveral journies were over, apd I had 
cleared myfelf, I was fome time at home, and fol¬ 
lowed my bufinefs with diligence and induftry, and 
throve in things of the world, the Lord adding 
a bleffing to my labours. Some people would tell 
me that I got money for preaching, and grew rich 
by ic-, which, being a common calumny calf upon 
our publick Friends that are travellers, I fhail take 
a little notice of it, and leave it topofterity. That it 
is againft our principle, and contrary to our known 
pradtice and rule, to take money for our preaching 
the gofpel of Chrift, and the pubiifhing of falvation 
through his name unto the people ; for according 
to thrift's command, we, receiving it freely, aie to 
give it forth freely : and I can fay without vanity 

D 3 
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or baafting, I have fpent many pounds in that fervice, 
befides my time, which was, and is, as precious to 
me, as to other people : and riling early, and laying 
down late ; many days riding 40, 50, and 60 miles a 
day, which was very laborious and hard for my flefh 
to endure, being corpulent and heavy from the 27th 
year of my age, and I can truly fay, that I never 
received any money or confideration on account of 
thefe fervices, either direftly or indirectly ; and yet 
if any of our minifters are neceffitous or poor, we re¬ 
lieve them freely not becaufe they are preachers, but 
becaufe they are needy ; and when we have done thofe 
things, we have done but our duty : and well will 
it be for thofe that have difcharged themfel ves faith¬ 
fully therein : fuch will, befides the earneft or peace, 
in their own fouls in this world, have a blefied reward 
in the glorious kingdom of the Lord and his Chrift in 
that world which is to come. It is well known 
that I have fpent much of my time, lince I have been 
free from my apprenticeship, in travelling and 
preaching the gofpel, being out often many months, 
and fometimes a whole year, and more ; and at .in¬ 
tervals I have been apt to think the time long, till I 
got to my bufinefs and family; and fo have divers 
times made more hafce than I fhouid have done, 
which has brought trouble on my mind, and is a 
trouble to me unto this day ; which may be a cau¬ 
tion to thofe who travel in the woik of the miniftrv 

j * 

hereafter, not to make too much hafte from the work 
of Chrift ; and yet there ought to be difcretion ufed * 
for a minifter may ftay too long, as well as return 
too foon, which may be perceived as we keep the 
eye of our mind to our Divine Guide. 

After I had Raid at and about home for fome con- 
fiderable time, a weighty concern came upon me to 
vifit Friends in the Weft-Indies, and fome parts of 
Europe, as it might pleafe the Almighty to open my 
way , and as it was to be a long travel, both by fea 
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and land, and hazardous, by reafon it was war time, 
and many privateers out at fea, I fettled my affairs 
by will, and otherwife, that if I fhould not live to 
come home again, things relating to my outward 
affairs might be done honourably and well$ for at 
this time, as at many others, I can truly fay, I gave 
up my life freely for my holy Matter’s fake, and in 
his caufe, who laid, “ Go teach all nations/’ &c. 

On the 29th of the fixth month, 1707, I had a 
certificate from the monthly-meeting of Friends at 
Philadelphia, Signifying their unity with my under¬ 
taking, and defires for my welfare; and a tender 
concern was on my mind that I might live according 
to what my brethren had certified concerning me. I 
like wife laid my exercife before the general-meeting 
of minifters and elders held for the provinces of Penn- 
Jylvania and New-Jerfey> on the 22d of the feventh 
month, who alfo fignified their fellowfhip with my 
intended travels and journey, and recommended me 
to the grace of God ; and in much love and tender- 
nefs I parted with my dear and loving wife, and my 
near and affectionate friends and brethren. 

I had for my companion and fellow labourer in the 
work of the gofpel, my dear friend Richard Gove, 
who alfo had the approbation and unity of Friends in 
this journey and undertaking. 

We went on board a Hoop at Philade lphi,a, bound 
for Barbadoes, John Knight matter, about the 27th of 
the eighth month, in the aforefaid year. 

After a few days failing down the river Delaware, 
we put to fea, and in about a month’s time we came 
within fight of Barbadoes, where we met with a pri¬ 
vateer, which chaied, and had like to have taken us; 
but the good Providence of God preferved us out of 
tne hands of thofe enemies, for ever blelfed be his 
great name ! In this chafe the leamen were uneafy, 
and belched out wicked oaths, and curfed the Quakers, 
wifhing all their vdfels might be taken by the ene- 

D 4 my. 
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my, becaufc they did not carry guns in them: at’ 
which evil I was grieved, and began thus to expostu¬ 
late with them : 4 Do you know the worth of a man’s 
* life ?’ (guns being made on purpofe to deftroy mens 
lives ;) 4 were this Ship and cargo mine, do far as I 
€ know mine heart, I do ingenuoufly declare, I had 
* rather lofe it all, than that one of you fhould lofe 
*' his life,’ for I certainly knew they were unfit to die* 
€ Lives!’ laid they, 4 we had rather lofe our lives than 
c goto France.' But, laid I, - that is not the matter * 
* Had you rather go to hell, than go to France V they 
being guilty of great fins and wickednefs, and con¬ 
victed in their own confidences, held their peace, and 
laid no more about the poor Quakers; and when we 
got within gun-fhot of a fort on Barbadoes, the ene¬ 
my left chafing us. 

Next morning early we fafely arrived at Bridge- 
*Fowny in Barbadoesy where our Friends gladly received 
vs; amongft whom we laboured in the work of the 
gofpel for about two months; rand from thence, af¬ 
ter having had divers good and edifying meetings for 
the worth ip of God, we failed for Antigua, and ftaid 
fome clays there, having meetings, and vifiting our 
brethren. From Antigua we failed for Nevis, but the’ 
wind being contrary, we put in at Montferrat, an ifle 
that hath a great mountain in it, on the top of which 
is a hot Spring of water, which boils up, and the 
mud of it is clear brimftone, fome of which we car¬ 
ried on board our vefTel; the which is admirable, and 
Shews the wonderful works of God. They fay that 
tne ipring is hot enough to boil an egg. From this 
bland we iailed to Nevis, and had meetings with thofe 
few Friends that were there, with whom we parted at 
the Sea-Shore in great love and tendernefs. After 
which we failed to an ifiand called Anguilla, ana were 
civilly treated there by the generality of the people ; 
as alfo by the governor, George Leonard, at whofe 
froufe we had meetings. I remember, that after one 

meeting 
Ml 
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meeting the governor went into his porch, and took 
the bible, and opened it, and faid, c By this book, if 
* people believe the holy Scriptures, I am able to 
* convince the world, and prove that the people cal- 
c led Quakers are the people of God, and that they 
c follow the example and dodtrme of Chrift, and the 
c practices of the apoftles and primitive Chriftians, 
c nearer than any people in the worlds i. e. gene¬ 
rally fpeaking. At this i(land feveral people were 
heartily convinced, and did confefs to the truth, a- 
mong whom a meeting was fettled. Here was never 
any Friend before, as the inhabitants faid. I intreat 
the Lord Jehovah to preferve the fincere-hearted a- 
mong them in his holy fear, whilft they remain in 
this world ; and not them only, but all that love and 
fear him, in all kindreds and nations, and amongft 
people of all profe(lions whatfoever. This, in the 
univerfal fpirit of God's divine love, is the defire of 
my foul. Back from Anguilla we went to Nevis, 
and from Nevis to Antigua ; and notwith(landing our 
Hoop was a dull failer, yet we were preferved from 
the enemy to the admiration of our (elves, friends, 
and others, our courfe being in the very road of the 
privateers, juft as we got into the harbour and were 
landed, a privateer came by with a prize along with, 
her, as we fuppofed, which excited our thank Lunds 
to the Lord for our prefervatjon. Here we met 
wita the packet boat bound for Jamaica, and thence 
for England. Wc (laid a little at the Hand called 
Saint ChriftnpherJs. In our way to Jamaica we law 
a fmali privateer, that gave us chace, and it being 
calm, fhe rowed up towards us. The mailer pre¬ 
pared the vefifel to fight, hoifting up !iis mainfail, 
ana putting out our colours. In the interim fame 
were bold, and jo me forrowful. One came ro me, 
and a Iked, c What 1 thought of it? and what I thought 
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• °f ! r'e Quakers principles now?’ I told him I 
thought 1 was as willing to go to heaven as himfeif 
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was; to which he faid nothing, but turned away from 
me. Another afked me, c What I would do now ?’ I 
told him I would pray that they might be made bet¬ 
ter, and that they might be made fit to die. Then 
in the midft of their noife and hurry, in fecret I beg¬ 
ged of the Almighty, in the name, and for the fake of 
his dear Son, that he would be pleafed to caufe a frefh 
gale of wind to fpring up, that we might be deli¬ 
vered from the enemy without fhedding blood (well 
knowing that few of them were fit to die) and even 
whiJft I was thus concerned, the Lord anfwered my 
defire and prayer, for in a few minutes the wind 
fprung up, and we foon left them out of fight, our 
veffel failing extraordinary well, and the next day 
we got to Jamaica, and had divers meetings, viz. at 
P or t-Royal, Kingft on, and Spanijb-Town^ &c. At a 
meeting at SpaniJfj-Pown, there were divers Jews^ to 
whom my heart was very open, and I felt great 
love to them, for the fake of their fathers Abra¬ 
ham, IfaaCy and Jacoby and they were fo affected 
with the meeting, that they fent us fome unleavened 
cakes, made with fine flour and fweet oil, it being a 
feftival time with them. We had a meeting at Pori- 
Royaly in a place where the earthquake had deftroyed 
a large building, in which meeting I had occafion to 
remind them of the righteous judgments of God, 
which had beenjuftly inflidled on them for their fins 
and wickednefs. Some wept, and fome were rude. 
The people here, as 1 was informed, were generally 
very wicked. After having had divers meetings, the 
packet in which we had taken our paffage, being 
obliged to flay but ten days, we went off looner than 
we otherwile lliould have done, and iolemnly taking 
leave of thofe Friends that were there, we went on 
board our veffel, in order for England, by God’s 
permiffion. We got readily through the Windward 
Paffagey which is between the iflands of Cuba and 
Hijfaniolay and divers times after we left Jamaica^ 

we 
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we were chafed by fcveral fhips, but they could not 
come up with us. One fhip of twenty-eight guns, 
gave us chace after a great ftorm, and was almoft 
up with us before we could well make fail; they 
being eager of their prey, fent their hands aloft to 
let their reefs out of the topfails, in order to make 
more fpeed, and came running mightily towards us, 
and gained much upon us; we fearing to make fail, 
by reafon of the ftorm, and the fea running very high, 
and our mafts being therefore in danger, we were 
fome time in doubt, whether we fhould efcape or 
not: but whilft we were in this confirmation, down 
came the French (hip’s three topmafts at once, fo we 
efcaped, and left her, and went rejoicing on our way, 
that we were thus delivered. This was one of the 
great and remarkable deliverances among the many 
I met with, by the good hand and providence of the 
Lord, my great and good Mafter, whom I hope to 
ferve all my days. 

After having been at fea about fix weeks, we began 
to look out for land, and in two or three days we 
founded, and found ground at about ninety fathoms; 
after which we faw two French privateers, that gave 
us chace about four o’clock in the morning, and pur- 
fued us vigorously ; but failing better than they, we 
run them out of fight by eight o’clock the fame 
morning, and in about two hours after we faw the 
land of Ireland; it being miftv weather, with rain 
and wind, our mafter thought it beft to lay by and 
forbear failing, that coaft being rocky and dange¬ 
rous, by which means the two (hips that gave us 
chace, came up with us, and found us not in failing 
order, and were in gun-(hot of us before we were 
aware of it. What to do now we could not tell, until 
they began to fire at us, but in this emergency and 
ftrait, our mafter refolved he would rather run the 
yeffel on ihore than they fhould have her, (he being 
richly laden with indigo, filver, and gold, reckoned 

to 
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to the value of fifty thoufand pounds, fn this 
ftrait, we mu ft either fall into the hands of the 
French, who were our enemies, or run againft the 
rocks ; and we thought it belt to fall into the hands 
of the Almighty, and truft to his providence; fo 
towards the rocks we went, which looked with a ter¬ 
rible afpeft. The native Irifh feeing us, they came 
down in great numbers, and ran on the rocks, and 
called to us, faying, c That if we came any nearer we 
* fhould be dafhed to pieces.’ Then our mailer or¬ 
dered the anchor to be let go, which brought her up 
before (lie ftruck *, and, with much ado, he put his 
boat out into the fea, and put in all the paffengers, 
in order to let them on fhore, the waves running 
very high, fo that it looked as if every wave would 
have fw all owed us up; and it was a great favour of 
Providence that we got to land in fafetv. The pri¬ 
vateers not daring to come lo near the fhore as we 
did, after firing at us, went away, and our mailer 
carried the iliip into the harbour of Kinfale in Ireland. 
Thus through many perils and dangers we were pre- 
fierved, and got fafe on the Irijh fhore, for which, 
and all other the mercies and favours of the moil 
High, my foul and fpirit did give glory and praile ! 
In this voyage we were about fcven weeks at fea. 

When I came from my home at Philadelphia, I 
did intend, the Lord permitting, to vifit Friends in 
I?eland, and being accidentally call on fhore there, I 
thought it my place fir ft to go through that nation. I 
had been in Ii eland aoout nine years before, and then 
oting but young, and now being more ujown in 
body, my old acquaintance and friends did not at 
hi it know me; but we were kindly and lovingly re¬ 
ceived by our Friends and brethren in that nation, 
wh^ie tnere is a great and numerous people, that lcrve 
and worihip the Father in Spirit and in truth, and 
who,have diveis good and wholefome orders efla- 
f;|ifhed among them, in the unity and fellpwfhip 
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of the gofpel. In this nation we had many and large 
meeti ngs after our landing, vifiting Friends meet¬ 
ings along to the north, many not of our Society, 
coming to them, among whom we often had good 
fervice, to our and their latisfaftion, as they often 
declared, Richard Gove being ftill with me. Friends 
from their national meeting certified to our brethren 
in America, of our fervice and labour of love 
among them, after we had travelled feveral hundred 
miles, and vifited Friends meetings generally, and 
fome other places where it was not ufual. While I 
was in Ireland, under a concern for the profperity 
of truth and religion, I wrote an Exhortation to 
the youth, and others, which was afterwards printed 
there. 

We took {hip in the north of Ireland, at a town 
calledDonaghadeCy being accompanied with divers bre¬ 
thren, who brought us on our way after a godly fort. 
We got to Port-Patrick in Scotland, after about five 
hours fail, in order to vifit thofe few Friends that 
were fcattered about in that part of the nation. Peo¬ 
ple in thofe parts looked very ihy on us, and did not 
care to difcourfe with us on matters civil or reli- 
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gious, which 1 thought unreafonabie. The ftrft town 
or city we came to, in which we had a meeting. 
was Glafgow, accounted the iecond city in North - Bri¬ 
tain y where, in our meeting for the worfhip of the! 
Almighty, we were Shamefully treated, by the people 
throwing dirt, (tones, coals, &c. amongft us, and by- 
divers other aftions unbecoming men, though Hea¬ 
thens or Infidels > much more people profefiing Cbrifiia- 
nity ^ fo that I was constrained to tell them, that 
though I had preached the gofpel to many Heathens, 
and to divers Jews, as alio to Indians and Negroes, and 
had travelled in many countries and nations in the 
world, in feveral quarters thereof, and many thou¬ 
sands of miles, yet I muft needs fay, that I never met 
with the like incivilities, and fuch fcurrilous treat¬ 

ment, 
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ment, no, not in all my travels. I alfo told therrij 
that I had preached the gofpel of Chrift among their 
brethren in New-England, and in Soft on, where they 
formerly hanged the Quakers, and cruelly perfecuted 
them for their religion, and yet they did not treat us 
fo brutifhly even there. And further I told them, 
that I lived in thole parts of America, and what ac¬ 
count I fhould have to carry home to their aforefaid 
brethren, of our treatment in Glafeow* the fecond 
city in Scotland. I defired them to confider of it, and 
be afhamed, if they had any fhame. This a little 
abafhed them for the preient, but afterwards they 
were as bad as ever. There were at this meeting 
divers collegians, who were very rude. I afked if 
that was their way of treating ftrangers ? and that I 
believed their teachers in the univerfity did not allow 
of luch ill manners, by which they fcandalized them- 
felves, their city and country. From this city we 
went to Hamilton and Gerjhorey where they were more 
civil. At Gerjhore a man of letters, and fober con- 
verfation, begged that 1 would pray to the Almighty, 
that he would eftablifh him in the dodrine which he 
had heard that day. This being rare in thofe parts, 
therefore I thus minute it here. We went on towards 
the north of Scotland, to Aberdeen, and thereabouts* 
where there is a tender-hearted people, among whom 
we had ieveral large gatherings, and fome that were 
not of us, expreffed their fatisfaftion. In the north 
I met with a gentleman, who coming from a noble¬ 
man’s houfe, joined me, and afked me, c If I knew 
f Robert Barclay i* I laid, c not perlonally, but by his 
c writings I knew him well.5 He told me, < That he, 
f Barclay, had not left his fellow in Scotland.’ We af¬ 
terwards travelled feuthward, where there were but 
few Friends, and final 1 meetings-, yet we may fay, that 
the goodnefs, love and prefence of him, who laid, 
“ Where two or three are gathered in my name, there 
“ am I in the midfl ofthem,” was oftentimes witneffed 

to 
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to be with us, bleffed be his holy name. Oh ! that the 
children of men would praife him in thought, word, 
and deed, for he is worthy. So in great reverence 
and holy fear, we travelled along "towards Soutb- 
Britain-, had feveral meetings at Edinburgh, and di¬ 
vers other places; alfo at Berwick upon Tweed, where 
there were many foldiers who were very rude. The 
Devil hath had many battles with us, ever fince we 
were a people, in order to hinder us in our worlhip, 
but we generally came off with viftory, as we did here 
alfo, through faith in his name, who hath loved us, 
and manifefted himfelf to us. Thofe rude foldiers 
throwed their hats into the congregation, in order 
to difturb us, and hinder us in our fervice, but were 

at laft afhamed and difappointed. At this place my 
dear Friend and fellow-traveller Richard Gove, and I 
parted. I was for going by the call: fea-coaft up for 

London, and he inclined towards Cumberland, after we 
had travelled about a year in the work of the miniftrv, 
in great love and true friendfhip, in which work we 
were true helpers one of another; and as we had la¬ 
boured together in the work of Chrift, fo we parted 
in his love. Now from Berwick I travelled along to 
Newcajile; had one meeting by the way, and feveral 

good meetings at Newcajile, Sunderland, Shoten, and 
Durham, and feveral other places in the bifhoprick of 
Durham. The winter coming on apace, it beo-an to 
be bad travelling; and I being already much l'pent 
by it, defigned to go fpeediiy up to Londonand 
taking fome meetings in my way, as at Stockton, 
Whitby, Scarborough, Burlington, Hull, and Brigg, anti 
fo on through Ltncolnjhire, where I went to visit a 
Friend that was prifoner in the caftle of Lincoln, 
becaufe for comcience-fake he could not pay an 
ungodly prieft the tithe of his labour. From 

Lincoln I proceeded to Huntington, about which place 
v/e had feveral large meetings; fo on to BakLck 

where I met with my father and John Got Pd, who 
^ J, 
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came from London to meet me, which was a joyful 
meeting, fur 1 had not feen my father for about nine 
years. The love and tendernefs between us, and 
the gladnefs in feeing each other again, cannot well 
be expreffed (but I believe it was fomewhat like Jacob 
and Jofeplf s meeting in Egypt f) it was affecting and 
melting : bleflfed be the Almighty that gave me once 
more to lee my tender and aged parent ! fo from 
Baldock we went to Hit chin, and had a meeting 
there, as alfo at Hertford, from whence, with leveral 
Friends, I went to Enfield, where I met with my 
dear and only brother George, and there were with 
us feveral of my relations, and divers others of our 
Friends: we.were heartily glad to fee one another. 
From Enfield we went forward fo; London, and by 
the way we met with feveral Friends, of the meeting 
of Horfiydown, to which I did belong from my child¬ 
hood, who came to meet me, and accompanied us to 

London. 
I (laid in and about the city moft of the winter, 

vifitino* meetings when I was well and in health *, ror 
00 t 

through often changing the climates, i got a ievere 
cold, and was ill for feveral weeks, fo that 1 was nor at 
any meeting, which time was very tedious to me 1 

not fo much becaufe of my ilinefs, as that I was de¬ 
prived of divers opportunities and meetings, which 
are in-that city every day of the week except the 
laft. When I was a little got over this ilinefs, I 
went into Hertfordjhire, and lome parts adjacent, 
and had meetings at Staines, Longford, Uxbridgej 
Watford, Hempftead, Bend fir), HI bans, 'Market-Street, 
Hit chin, Hertford, Hoddefdon, and then returned again 
to London. ; 

After I had been at London a while, I vifired leveral 
other country meetings, as Winchm or e-Hill, Lotten- 
ham> Wand [worth, Plaiftow, Deptford and Epping, 
and then (laid about London lome weeks waiting for 

a paffage 

■- 
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a paflage for Holland, which I intended to vifit be¬ 
fore I left my own habitation. 

And on the 14th of the firft month, 1708-9, I, 
with my companion John Bell, after having ac¬ 
quainted our friends and relations, having their con- 
fent, and taking our folemn leave of them, we went 
down to Gravefend, and ftaid there two or three dayst 
for a fair wind. We went on board the fhip Anne, 

John Duck, mafter, bound for Rotterdam, in com¬ 
pany with a fleet of vefiels waiting for wind, &c. 
When the wind was fair, we failed for the coaft of 
Holland, and when we arrived on that coaft the wind 
was contrary, and blew very hard, fo that fome of 
the fliips in company loft their anchors ; but on 
the 27 th of the fame month we arrived fafe at Rotter¬ 
dam in Holland. On the firft-day morning we went 
to meeting at Rotterdam, where Friends have a meet- 
ing-houfej and we ftaid at this city feven or eight 
days, and had fix or feven meetings, and were com¬ 
forted with our brethren and filters, and greatly re- 
frefhed in the Lord Almighty. At this city we fpoke 
without an interpreter, becaufe moft in the meeting 
understood Englijh. From Rotterdam we travelled by 
the trackfcoot, or boat, being drawn by horfes, 
which is a pleafant eafy way of travelling, to a 
large town called Harlem, where we had a meeting, 
and fpoke by an interpreter ; to which meeting came 
divers of thofe people called Menonijls: they were 
veiy lober and attentive, and ftaid all the time of 
the meeting, and fpoke well of it. From Harlem we 
went to Amjlerdam, the metropolis of Holland, where 
1‘riends have a meeting houfe. Here we had feveral 
meetings, and ftaid about a week. On the firft- 
day we had a large meeting, to which came many 
people of divers perfuafions and religions, as Jews, 
Papifts, and others; and we had a good opportunity 
among them, and feveral were tender. A Jew came 
next day to fpeak with us, and did acknowledge. 

E ‘ That 
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4 That Chrift was the minifter of that fandtuary and 
c tabernacle that God had pitched, and not man; and 
c that he was fenfible of the miniftry of Chrift in his 
c foul; and/ faid he, c my heart was broken while 
c that fubjeht was fpoken of in the meeting/ I was 
glad to fee the man tender and reached ; but too ge¬ 
nerally fpeaking, the poor Jews, the feed of good 
Jacob, are very dark and unbelieving, I have met 
with but very few of them in my travels that have 
been tender; but I do love them for Abraham, Ifaac, 
and Jacob's fake. At this meeting William Sewel> the 
author of the Hiftory of the Rife and Progrefs of the 
people called Quakers, a tender-fpirited upright man, 
interpreted for me. From Amjierdam we went to 
North-Holland, and John Claus and Peter Reyard went 
with us to interpret for us; fo by boat, or fcoot, 
we travelled to a town called Pwijky where we had 
two meetings, Friends having a meeting-houfe there; 
from Twijk we went back again to Amjierdam, and 
had two large meetings there on the firft-day, and 
fecond day in the evening we went on fhip-board, 
in order to crofs the fouth fea to Herlingeny at which 
place we had two meetings, and we and Friends were 
glad to fee one another : and indeed, we being as one 
family all the world over, are generally glad to fee 
each other. From this place we travelled eaftward 
through Eajl-Frieflandy and went through feveral 
great towns and cities until we came to Embdeny the 
chief city in Eajl-Friejland, where we had a comfort¬ 
able meeting by the bed-fide of one of our Friends 
that lay lick; and feveral of her neighbours came in 
and ftaid till the meeting ended ; fome of them were 
very tender and loving, and wifhed us well, and were 
•well fatisfied. After meeting we fet forward for 
Hamburgh, it being four days journey by waggon, 
and palled along through divers towns and cities. 
■We alfo travelled through the city of Oldenburgh, 

- a place of great commerce called Bremen. A 
magiftrate 
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magiftrate of this city took notice of us, joined him- 
felf to us, and went with us to the inn, and then very 
lovingly took leave of us, and defired God to blefs 
us. The people at our inns were generally very 
loving and kind to us, and iome would admire at my 
coming fo far only to vifit my Friends, without any 
views of advantage or profit outwardly. When we 
got to Hamburg, we had a meeting at Jacob Hagen’s, 
and thole that were there, were well fatisficd with 
the doftrine of truth, bleffed be God, who, I may 
fay, was with us at that time and place ! At Ham¬ 
burg there was at meeting one who had preached 
before the king of Denmark; who, as I underftood 
by our interpreter, was turned out of his place for 
preaching the fame truth that we had preached 
there that day; at which meeting were Papijls, Lu¬ 
theran s, Calvinifis, Menonijls, Jews, &c. All of 
them were fober, and generally exprelfed their fatis- 
faftion. I had fo much comfort in that meeting, 
that 1 thought it was worth my labour in coming from 
my habitation, the anfwer of peace was fuch to my 
foul, * that I greatly rejoiced in my labour in the 
work of Chrift. From hence I travelled to Frede- 
rickjiadt, it being two days journey, where Friends 
have a meeting-houfe. We ftaid about ten days, 
and had nine meetings in that city. Some of the 
meetings were very large, and the longer we ftaid, 
the larger they were. This Frederickjladt is a city in 
tie ominions of the duke of Holjlein, and was the 
iarthelt place we travelled to eaftward; and from 
hence I wrote a fmall piece, called, A loving Invita- 
tion unto Young and Old in Holland and elfewhere ; 
which was tranflated into the German and Low Dutch 
anguages ; and divers impreffions of them were alfo 

printed in England. 

We travelled in this journey through 1b me parts of 
the emperor of Germany s dominions, as alfo of the 
kings or Denmark and Swedejland, and of the duke of 

^ 2 Olden burgh's 



Oldenburg}?s and prince of Eajl-Friejlandys territories* 
befides fome parts of the Seven Provinces of the United 
States. We parted with our Friends of this city of 
Frederickjiadt, in much love and tendernefs, and 
with our hearts full of good will one towards ano¬ 
ther, and lo went back to the city of Embden a nearer 
way, by two days journey, than to go by Ham- 
burg. We crofted the rivers Eyder, Elfe, and Wei- 
fer *, over which laft we were rowed by three wo¬ 
men. The women in thofe parts of the world are 
ftroncr and robuft, and ufed to hard labour. I have 
feen them do not only the work of men, but of horfes; 
it being common with them to do the moft laborious, 
and the men the lighted: and eafteft work. I remem¬ 
ber that I once faw near Hamburg a fair well drefied 
woman, who, by her drefs, or appearance, was a wo^ 
man of fome note, and a man, which I took to be 
her hufband, walking by her, and fbe was very great 
with child, and the way difficult, being up a very 
fteep hill, and he did not fo much as offer his hand, 
or affiftance to her; which, however it might look 
to a man of that country, it feemed very ftrange to 
me, being a Briton. For my part, I thought it un¬ 
manly, as well as unmannerly : on which I obferve, 
that I never in any part of the world, faw women fo 
tenderly dealt by as our Engltjh or Britijh women, 
which they ought to value and prize highly, and 
therefore, to be the more loving and obedient to 
their hufbands, the indulgent Englijhmen ; which in¬ 
dulgence I blame not, but commend, fo far as it is 
a motive to ftir them up to love and faithfulnefs. 

In this journey between Frederickjiadt and Embdeity 
we had four days hard travelling, and were twice 
overturned out of our waggons, but we got no 
harm, which was admirable to us ; for once we fell, 
waggon and all, over a great bank, juft by the fide 
of a large ditch, and did but juft fave ourfelves out 
of the ditch. The next time we overfet upon ftones. 

We 
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We wondered that none of ns were hurt, particularly 
myfelf, I being much heavier than any of the reft ; 
but through the mercy of God, we got well to Embden 
the fecond time, and had a meeting upon a firft- 
day, and immediately after meeting we took fhip 
for Delfzeely which was from Embden about nine or 
ten Englijh miles by water, and with a fair gale of 
wind, got there in lefs than two hours time. We 
fpoke by interpreters all along, and were divinely 
helped to preach the gofpel to the fatisfaftion of 
others, and our own comfort; and the friend who 
interpreted for us, was lenfible of the fame divine 
afiiftance, to his admiration, for which we were all 
truly thankful, But notwithftanding we were fo 
opened, to the fatisfa&ion of ourfelves, our Friends, 
and the people, yet we were fometimes emptied to ex¬ 
ceeding great fpiritual poverty, and in the fenfe of 
our want and need, we did many times pour out 
our fouls and fpirits in humble prayer and fuppli- 
cation to the Moft High, for his help and ftrength, 
that it might be made manifeft to us in our weaknefs ; 
and we found him a God near at hand, and often a 
prefent help in the needful time, and had a fweet an- 
fwer to our prayers. Oh! that my foul, with all the 
faithful, may dwell near to him, in whom alone is 
the help and ftrength of all his faithful fervants and 
minifters. Amen. 

From Delfzeel we went to Groeningen, the chief 
city in Groeningland, and lo on to a river called the 
Wwider, and to a town named Gcradick, where we 
had a meeting with a few Friends there, and fome of 
their neighbours came to the meeting. It was to 
us a comfortable meeting, and they were glad of it, 
they being but feldom vifited by Friends. From this 
place we travelled by waggon to Hervine> where we 
lodged that night, and next day went by waggon 
to Leuwarden. It happened that we had generally 
very fine weather while in thofe open waggons, in 

E 3 which 
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which we travelled feveral hundred miles, fo that 
Jacob Claus, our companion and interpreter, though 
he had travelled much, faid he never had obferved 
the like before; which obfervation I thought good 
to make, with thanks to the Almighty. 

From the city of Leuwarden, we came by water 
to Herlingen, where Friends were glad to fee us, and 
we them. We had a meeting in Friends meeting- 
houfe, and a good comfortable one it was, blefled be 
the Lord for it ! From hence we eroded the South- 
fea, and had a contrary wind, which made our paF 
fage long and tedious. We were two days and two 
nights on this water before we got to Amfierdam, in 
all which, and the next day, I tatted no food, being 
three days fading. I was willing to keep my body 
under, and found it for my health ; neither had I any 
defire of food in thofe three days, in which time 
we had two meetings. We arrived at Amfierdam 
about the fixth hour, on the firft-day morning, and 
had two meetings at Amfierdam that day, which 
were quiet, and many people came to one of them : 
but we could not be clear without going again to 
North-Holland \ fo from Amfierdam we went to Horn, 
where we had a meeting in the collegian’s meeting- 
houfe, and it was to fatisfaftion : the people were 
very loving, and divers very tender, even more than 
we had ufually feen. They defired another meeting, 
but our time would not admit of it, we having ap¬ 
pointed a meeting at 'Twijk the next day, which we 
had in the meeting-place, as alfo another at a Friend’s 
houfe. The next day we returned to Amfierdamy 
and had a meeting, which began about the fifth 
hour, which was the laft meeting we had in this 
city, and I hope it will not eafily be forgotten by 
fome. After it we folemnly took our leave of Friends, 
and departed for Harlemy where we were well refrefh- 
ed in the love and life of Chrift Jefus, our dear 
Lord and good Matter, From Harlem we went 

with 
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with feveral Friends to Rotterdam, where we had two 
meetings, and in the evening we went to vifit a 
Friend that was not well, with whom we had a meet¬ 
ing, and affefling time, and the lick Friend was 
comforted and refrefhed, and faid, c Ihe was much 
c better than before •/ and we were edified, and the 
Lord our God praifed and magnified over all, who 
is blelfed for ever. 

In thole parts, viz. Holland, Friejland, Germany, 
&c. we travelled 972 Englijh miles, all in waggons 
and veffels. We came not on a horfe’s back all the 
time. It was about nine weeks that we ftaid in 
thofe countries, travelling therein, and getting meet¬ 
ings where we could, which were to the number of 
forty-five, thus accounted : 

At Rotterdam 1 o 
Harlem 3 
Amfterdam 1 o 
Fwijk 4 
Herlingen 3 

At Horn 1 
Hamburgh 1 
Em b den 2 

> 

Frederickjladt 10 
Goradick 1 

All thefe are large cities, except Fwijk and Go¬ 
radick. 

From Rotterdam we took fliip for London, and on 
the 30th of the third month 1709, we failed down 
the river Meufe to the 1Uriel, in the fhip Anne, John 
Duck mailer, but he miffing the convoy, .we took 
our paffage in the packet; and fo from Helvoetjluys 
we failed over to Harwich, and thus fafely arrived in 
our native land, bleffing Almighty God for his many 
prefervations and deliverances by fea and land. 

About this time, after a long continuance of war, 
there was a great talking of peace ; but the old ene¬ 
my to peace, truth, and righteoufnefs, broke it oft'by 
his evil working in man: neither can there be any 
lafting peace, until the nations come to the witnef- 
fing of the peaceable government and fpirit of our 

E 4 Lord 
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Lord Jefus Chrift, to be fet up and eftablifhed in 
themfelves. The Lord bring it to pafs, if it be his 
bleffed will, with fpeed, for his holy name’s fake ! 
Amen. 

As I have had great peace and fatisfadtion in my 
travels in Holland and Germany, fo, for exciting 
others under the like exercife, I may truly fay, tha° 
there is encouragement for faithful minifters to labour 
in the work of the gofpel: for I know not that I 
ever met with more tendernefs and opennefs in 
people, than in thofe parts of the world. There is 
a great people which they call Menonijls, who are very 
near to truth, and the fields are white unto harvelt 
among divers of that people, fpiritually fpeaking. 
Oh ! that faithful labourers, not a few, might be fent 
of God Almighty into the great vineyard of the 
world, is what my foul and fpirit breathes to him 
for! 

After lodging one night at Harwich, we came to 
Ip/wich, and from thence to Colchejler, and ftaid there 
the firft-day, and had two meetings; and had a 
meeting at Birch and Coggejhall, and then back to 
Colchejler, where we took coach for London, to the 
yearly-meeting of friends, which was very large. I 
gave fome Ihort account of my travels to the faid 
meeting, with which Friends were fatisfied, and made 
a minute thereof. 1 had been about twenty months 
from my habitation, and from my dear and affec¬ 
tionate wife, and from any manner of trade and 
bufinefs, either diredtly, or indiredtly, being all that 
time wholly given up in my mind to preach the glo¬ 
rious golpel of God our Saviour, without any out¬ 
ward confideration whatever, taking my great Maf- 
ter s counfel, “ As I had freely received from him, 
. , 0 ^ freely gave; and had that folid peace in my 
la ours that is of more value than gold, yea, than all 
the world? ; 

T> 
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From the yearly-meeting I travelled through fome 
parts of moft of the counties in England> and alfo in 
Wales: in which fervice I laboured fervently, and 
often travelled hard, in body and mind, until the 
next yearly-meeting, 1710, having travelled that 
year about two thoufand five hundred miles, and 
had near three hundred publick meetings, in many 
of which there were much people, and oftentimes 
great opennefs. I being at fo many Friends houfes, 
and at lb many meetings, if I was to be particular in 
the fame it would be too voluminous, for which, and 
fome reafons befides, I only give a general account 
thereof here. 

In this year, viz. 1710, my dear friend and fel¬ 
low traveller, Richard Gove, departed this life, at 
Uxbridge, about fifteen miles from London, at our 
Friend Richard Richardfon s houfe. He died of a 
confumption. We travelled together in great love 
and unity, and the Lord bleffed his work in our 
hands. We were in company in the Weft-India 
ifiands, Ireland, and North-Britain, till we came to 
Berwick on Tweed. We met together again at London^ 
and he vifited fome other parts of Britain in the time 
I was in Holland and Germany. He was an inoffenfive 
lovi ng Friend, and had a found tefhmony, which 
was ferviceable and convincing, and was well-beloved 
in Philadelphia, where he lived. He left a good fa- 
vour and report behind him, I think, wherever he 
travelled in the world. 

. Now at this general meeting in London, I had a 
good opportunity to take my leave of my dea,r 
friends and brethren in my native land, not ex¬ 
pediting to fee it, or them any more, in this world. 
Oh ! 1 may truly fay, it was a folemn parting ! it was 
a folemn time to me indeed. After the yearlv-meet- 
ing was over, I took my paffage in the Mary-hope3 

John Annis matter, bound for Philadelphia; and on 
the 29th of the fourth month, 1710, at Gravefend, af¬ 

ter 
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ter having taken my folemn leave of our relations, 
and feveral of my dear friends, we fet fail, and over¬ 
took the RuJJia fleet at Harwich, and fo joined them, 
and failed with them as far as Shetland, which is to the 
northward of the ifles of Orkney. We were with the 
fleet about two weeks, and then left them, and failed 
to the weftward for America. In this time we had 
rough feas, which made divers of us fea-fick. Af¬ 
ter we left Shetland, we were leven weeks and four 
days at fea before we faw the land of America, and 
glad we were when we got fight thereof. In this time 
we had divers fweet and folemn meetings, viz. on 
firft-days and fifth-days, wherein we worfhipped 
and praifed the great JEHOVAH, and many 
things were opened in the fpirit of love and truth, 
to our comfort and edification. We had one meet¬ 
ing with the Germans or Palatines, on the (flip’s deck, 
and one that underftood both languages interpreted 
for me. The people were tender and wrought upon, 
behaved fober, and were well fatisfied: and I can 
truly fay, I was well fatisfied alfo. 

In this voyage we had our health to admiration ; 
and I fhall obferve one thing worthy of my notice. 
Some of my loving and good friends in London, fear¬ 
ing a. ficknefs in the (flip, as (he was but fmall, con- 
fidering there were fo many fouls on board her, 
.being ninety-four in number, they, for that and 
other reafons, advifed me not to go in her; for they 
loved me well, and I took it kindly of them: but I 
could not be eafy to take their advice, becaufe I had 
been long from my habitation and bufinefs, and which 
was yet more, from my dear and loving wife: and 
notwithftanding the vefiel was fo full and crowded, 
and alfo feveral of the people taken into the fhip lick 
in the river Thames, yet they mended on board the 
vefiel apace, and were foon all brave and hearty, 
being perfectly recovered at fea, and the fhip, through 
the providence of the Almighty, brought them all 

well 
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well to Philadelphia, in the feventh month, 1710: 
I think I never was in a more healthy vefiel in all my 
time, and I thought this peculiar favour worthy to 
be recorded by me. We had a very pleafant paflage 
up the river Delaware, to our great fatisfa&ion, the 
Palatines being wonderfully plealed with the country, 
mightily admiring the pleafantnefs and the fertility 
of it. Divers of our people went on fhore, and 
brought fruit on board, which was the largefl and 
fineft they had ever leen, as they faid, viz. apples, 
peaches, &c. 

I was from my family and habitation in this jour¬ 
ney and travel for tne fpace of three years, within 
a few weeks; in which time, and in my return, I 
had fweet peace to my foul, glory to God for ever¬ 
more ! I had meetings every day when on land, 
except fecond and feventh-days, when in health, and 
nothing extraordinary hindered, and travelled by fea 
and land fourteen thoufand three hundred miles, 
according to our Englijh account. I was kindly and 
tenderly received by my Friends, who longed to fee 
me, as I did them, and our meeting was comfortable 
and pleafant. 

After this long travel and voyage I ftaid at 
home, and looked after the little family which God 
had given me, and kept duly to meetings, except 
fomething extraordinary hindered. Divers people, 
when I came home, railed a falfe report of me, and 
faid, I brought home a great deal of money and 
goods, that I had got by preaching; which was ut- 

• terly falfe and bafe; for I brought neither money or 
goods, fo much as to the value of five pounds, ex¬ 
cept my wearing apparel; fo much the reverfe, that 
I borrowed money at London, to pay for my - accom- 

' modations home, the which I faithfully remitted back 
again to my friend that lent it me, to whom I was 
much obliged for the fame: and if 1 might have 
gained a hundred pounds per annum, it would not 

have 
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have tempted me to undertake that, or fuch another 
journey. Soon after my return home again, I vifited 
a few neighbouring meetings, which were large and 
edifying, Friends being glad to fee me again return¬ 
ed home from that long journey. And I did, as I 
had reafon to do, blels the holy name of the Lord, 
for his many prelervations and deliverances by fea 
and land. 

After fome flay at Philadelphia, I went down with 
my wife and family into Maryland, to a corn-mill 
and faw-mill which I had there, in order to live 
fome time, and fettle my affairs : and after bein«- 
there fome time, my dear wife was taken ill of a fore 
difeafe, which fome thought to be an ulcer in the 
bladder, and I had her up to Philadelphia, fhe being 
carried as far as Chefter in a horfe-litter, where fhe 
continued for fome months in much mifery, and 
extreme pain, at the houfe of our very kind friends, 
David and Grace Lloyd, whofe kindnefs to us in that 
fore, trying, and exercifing time, was great, and is 
not to be forgotten by me, while I live in this world. 
From Chefter we removed her again in a litter, being 
accompanied by our Friends to Philadelphia, where 
fhe continued very ill all that winter, often thinking 
that death tarried long, and crying mightily to the 
Lord, Oh ! come away, come away ! This was her 
cry day and night, until at laft fhe could fpeak no 
more. As we lived together in great love and unity, 
being very affectionate one to another; fo being now 
left alone I was very folitary,and fometimes forrowful, 
and broken into many tears, in the fenfe of my lofs 
and lonefomenefs. This my dear wife, was a virtuous 
young woman, and one that truly feared God, and 
loved his dear Son; from whom fhe had received a 
good gift of the miniftry, and was ferviceable to 
many therein. 1 had five children by her, four fons 
and one daughter, all which I buried before her, un¬ 
der three years old. At the yearly-meeting before fhe 
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died, fhe was f© wonderfully carried forth in her mini- 
ftry, by the divine grace, that divers of her friends 
believed Ihe was near her end, fhe fignifying fome- 
thing to that effeft in her teftimony, and that fhe 
fhould not live to fee another yearly-meeting: and 
fo it came to pafs; for fhe died before another yearly- 
meeting, being aged about thirty-five years, and a 
married woman about thirteen years. Eler body 
was carried to Friends meeting-houfe in Philadelphia, 
and buried in Friends burying-ground, being accom¬ 
panied by many hundreds of our Friends, in afolemn 
manner: and my heart was greatly broken in con- 
fideration of my great lofs •, and being left alone as to 
wife and children, I many times deeply mourned, 
though I well knew my lofs was her’s and their gain ! 

Here I fhall end the firft part of the Journal of 
fome part of my life and travels, omitting many 
meetings, and lefTer journeys, which 1 performed: 
and the accounts here given, have been moftly gene¬ 
ral, not defcending into many particulars; though 
the adding fome things might have been inftruftive 
and agreeable: the whole being intended as a mo¬ 
tive to ftir up others to ferve, love, and faithfully 
follow, and believe in Chrift. 

The End of the First Part- 

A JOURNAL 

/ 
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PART II. 

. 1 ■> IN O W gave up my time moflly to travelling, 
for about the fpace of two years, in which I 

vifited the meetings of Friends in the provinces 
of Pennfylvania, Eajl and IVeJl-Jer/ey> Maryland, 
Virginia, and North-Carolina, and back again to 
Philadelphia, and then to New-Jerfey again: alfo 
to Long-IJlandy Rhode-Ijland, Conanicut-IJland, Nan- 
tucket-IJlandy and New-Englandy and through thofe 
parts on my return to Philadelphia. In thefe pro¬ 
vinces, &c. I travelled fome thoufands of miles, and 

had 
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had many large meetings, fome in places where there 
had not been any before, and fome were convinced, 
and many would acknowledge to the teftimony of 
truth, which was declared by the help and grace of 
Chrift; and many times my heart was, by the aflift- 
ance of that grace, wonderfully opened to the people. 
If I fhould be particular in the account of thefe jour- 

nies, it would enlarge this part of my journal more 
than I am willing. 

In Virginia I had a meeting at James’s river, 
where a pried of the church of England, with fome 
of his hearers, made fome oppofition (after our 
meeting was over) and were for difputing about re¬ 
ligion ; and he openly declared. The fpirit was not 
his guide, nor rule; and he hoped, never fhould be. 
* But,’ he laid, ‘ the Scriptures were his rule, and 
* that there was no need of any other; and that they 
* were as plain as Gunter’s line, or as i, 2, 2.’ I 
told him, the Scriptures were a good fecondary rule, 
and that it were well if men would fquare their lives 
according to their directions ; which we, as a people, 
exhorted all to : but that the holy Spirit, from which 
the holy Scriptures came, mull needs be preferable 
to the letter that came from it; and without which 
holy Spirit, the letter kills, as faith the apoftle. I 
alfo afked him, ‘ How he, or any elfe, without the 
‘ light, or influence of the holy Spirit, could under- 

ftai>d the Scriptures, which were parabolicaily and 
* allegorically exprefifed, in many places ?’ And fur- 
ther, to ufe his own expreflion, ‘ How could any 

underhand Gunter s line, without Gunter’s know- 
‘ ledge ? or without they were taught by Gunter, or 
4 fome other ?’ Neither can we bt the fons of God, 

without the Spirit of God. Which he anfwered not, 
but went away. 

In New-England, one Jofeph Metcalf, a Prejbyterian 
teacher at Falmouth, wrote a book, intitled, Legal 
forcing a Maintenance for a Manlier of the Gofpel, 

warrantable 
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warrantable from Scripture, &c. Which book a 

friend of Sandwich gave me, and defired I would an- 
fwer it; which, after finding fome exercife on my 
mind, for the caufe of truth, I was willing to un¬ 
dertake ; and accordingly wrote an anfwer thereto, 
which I called, Forcing a Maintenance, not war¬ 
rantable from the holy Scriptures, for a Minifter of 
the Gofpel. In which I endeavoured to fet the 
texts of Scripture in a true light, which he had 
darkened and mifreprefented by his chimerical doc¬ 
trines. 

In this year 1713, I went from Philadelphia, in the 
Hope galley, John Richmond mailer, for South Caro¬ 
lina. We were about a month at fea ; and when it 
pleafed God that we arrived at Charles-down, in 
South-Carolina, we had a meeting there, and divers 
others afterwards. d here are but few Friends in this 
province ; yet I had feveral meetings in the country : 
the people were generally loving, and received me 
kindly. What I had to declare to them, I always 
defired to fpeak to the witnefs of God in the foul, and 
according to the pure doctrine of truth in the holy 
fcriptures; and there was opennels in the people in 
feveral places. I was feveral times to vifit the go¬ 
vernor, who was courteous and civil to me. He faid, 
I deferved encouragement, and fpoke to feveral to 
be generous, and contribute to my affifiance. He 
meant an outward maintenance; for he would have 
me encouraged to flay among them. But I told him, 
that though it might be apraflice with them to main¬ 
tain their minillers, and pay them money for preach¬ 
ing, it was contrary to our principles to be paid 
for preaching, agreeable to the command of our great 
Mailer, Chrill Jefus, who faid to his miniftersy 
cc Freely you have received, freely give lo that we 
are limited by his words, whatever others are : and 
thofe who take a liberty, contrary to his dohlrine^ 
and command, I think, muft be Antichrifts, accord- 

t mo- 



ing to holy Scripture. The longer I (laid there, the 
larger our meetings were ; and when I found myfelf 
free and clear of thole parts, I took my paffage for 
Virginia in a floop, Henry ‘Tucket mailer. I had a 
comfortable and quick paffage to James's river, it 
being about two hundred leagues. The mafter of the 
veffel told me, That he believed he was bleffed for 
my fake. I wifhed him to live fo as that he might be 
bleffed for C hr ill's fake. And feme reformation was 
begun on him in our voyage; which was the good- 
nefs of God, through Chrift, to him, and not to be at¬ 
tributed to me, any farther than an inftrument in the 
divine hand •, for of ourfelves we cannot do any thing 
that is good, it being by grace, through faith, that 
we are laved, which is God’s gift to the foul. 

After 1 had been fome time in Virginia, I got a 
paffage up the bay of Chejapeak, and had feveral 
meetings in Maryland, Friends being glad to fee me ^ 
and we were comforted in Chrift our Lord. I made 
fome little ftay at a place I had in that province,, 
called Lcngbridge, and then returned to Philadelphia, 
where I lodged at the houle of my very kind friends 
Richard and Hannah Hill; and was oftentimes at di¬ 
vers neighbouring meetings -r and fometimjes had good 
fervice therein. 

About this time I had an inclination to alter my 
condition of being a widower, to a married ft ate - 
and the mod fuitable perfon that I, with fome of my 
good friends, could think upon, was Martha, the 
widow of JoJeph Brown: and on the 15th of the 
fecond month, 1714, we were joined together in 
marriage,, with the unity of Friends in general. We 
had a large meeting at our marriage, the folemniza- 
tion thereof being attended with the grace and good- 
nefs of God ; and, for example-fake, we made but 
little provifion for our guefts : for great entertain¬ 
ments at marriages and funerals, began to be a grow- 
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ing thing among us, which was attended with divers 
inconveniencies. 

My wife was a fober and religious young woman, 
and of a quiet natural temper and difpofition ; which 
is an excellent ornament to the fair fex : dnd indeed 
it is fo both to male and female • for according to the 
holy Scriptures, “ A meek and quiet fpirit is with 
u the Lord of great priced’ 

The firft child we had I called Abigail (or the fa¬ 
ther’s joy, as the word fignifies) and while fhe lived, 
I had joy and comfort in her, even more than I 
could expert, her age confidered; for fne lived but 
about eighteen months, yet in that time gave fre¬ 
quent proofs of an uncommon capacity, and dropped 
fuch extraordinary expreffions, that I have faid to 
her mother, f This child is too ripe for heaven to 
c live long on earth, therefore let ns not let our 
6 hearts upon itd And I have thought, that in this 
child, the faying of Chrift was fulfilled, even in the 
letter of it, Out of the mouths of babes and fuck- 
*c lings, thou haft perfected praife,” Mat: xxi. 16, 

, I was at divers yearly-meetings in 1715, viz. at 
Chop tank in Maryland; at Shrewjbury and Salem in 
New-Jerfey ; all which meetings were very large and 
comfortable, many things being opened therein; 
tending to the convincing and eftablifhing the people 
in the truth and clodrine of Chrift. I was likewife 

at divers other meetings in thdfe provinces; which 
were large and fatisfaffory. 

At Salem yearly-meeting l was fent for to the jpri- 
fon, where there was a young woman that was to be 
tided for her life. She defircd that I would pray for 
her, and charged me to warn the young people to be 
careful not to keep bad company : c Forf faid fhe; 
c it has been my ruin, and brought me to this fhame 
^ and reproach.* She had been tenderly brought up 
and educated ; I knew her when fhe wore a necklace 
of gold chains, though now flic wore iron ones: upon 

F 2 which 
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which fubjeft I had afterwards a large opportunity 
to fpeak to the people in a very moving manner; 
which feemed to very much affedt the youth, and 
others in the meeting, which confided of many 
hundreds of people. I law this young woman 
afterwards, the jury acquitting her ; and I told her., 
that her life was given her for a prey ; and reminded 
her, how it was with her when fhe was in pnfon in 
chains; and I advifed her to walk more circum- 
fpedlly for the future ; which file faid, fhe hoped fhe 
fhould do. 

In the year 1716, I had fome concerns which 
drew me to the ifland of Bermudas, to which iftand I 
went twice that fummer. My family increafing, I 
traded a little to fea for their fupport and mainte¬ 
nance : and I can truly fay, I carried on my affairs 
and bufinefs in the fear of God, having an eye, or 
regard therein, more to his glory, than to my own 
Intereft. We had a rough paffage to this ifland, in 
the firft voyage, and were forced, by diflrefs of 
weather, to call forne of our goods into the lea; 
and the florm being very violent, fome of the feamen 
thought we fhould be devoured by the waves ; and as 
for me, they had fhut me up in the cabin alone, all 
in darknefs* and the water came in fo, that they were 
forced to take it out in buckets. When the florm 
was a little over, the mailer came to me, and afked, 
4 How I did all alone in the dark f I told him* 
* Pretty well \ and faid to him, c I was very willing 
4 to die if it fo pleafed God :3 and indeed I did expect 
no other at that time. After this great florm was over, 
we arrived at Bermudas in a few days; but going into 
the harbour, the bottom of the veffei flruck t he rocks, 
but we got well in 5. for which I was thankful to the 
Almighty. I ftaid on the ifland about a month, and 
had feveral meetings, to fome of which, many came 
who were not called Friends. They were all fober,, 

fome well fatisfied* and the people of the ifland 
i \ ' ‘ generally 
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generally received me lovingly, and were very kind to 
me. Our ancients, who bore the burden and heat of 
the day, met with very different treatment. 1 ten¬ 
derly delire that we who come up after them, may be 
truly humble and thankful to the Almighty for all 

his mercies! 
By reafon of my outward affairs, I had opportu¬ 

nities with fome perfons of great note and bufinefs 
on this ifland; and fometimes opened the principles 
of Friends to their fatisfa&ion *, fome of them told 
me. They never underftood fo much concerning our 
Friends before ; and if what I faid was true, they had 
been mifmformed. Divers fuch opportunities I had 
with leveral on this ifland, there being but very few 
of our fociety. 

Thefe are called the Summer-IJlands, or Bermudas7 

there being many little i {lands in the mid ft of the 
main ifland, in form like a horfe-ftioe, and are but 
two hundred leagues diftance from the capes of De¬ 
laware. It is rare to fee hail, fnow, or ice there. 

After I had done my bufinefs, and had been for 
fome time on the ifland, I had a ready and comfort¬ 
able paffage home, where I was joyfully received. 

After lbme little flay at home, I went the fecond 
time, that fummer, to Bermudas, and then alfo I 
had fome meetings, and did fome bufinefs on the 
ifland. It was my conftant care, that my worldly 
affairs fhould not hinder me in my religious concern 
for the good of fouls. It happened at this time there 
was a mighty hurricane of wind, fo that it blew 
many houfes to the ground, and very many trees 
up by the roots, and rent divers rocks afunder, which 
1 was an eye-witnefs of: though it is to be ob- 
ferved, that thole rocks in the Summer-IJlands, are 
not io hard as in fome other parts of the world, par¬ 
ticularly to the northward; for here they faw them 
with laws, and cut them with axes like wood. I 

W&5 told there were fixty fail of veffcls then at thefe 

F X i(lands* 
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i (lands, and all drove on fliore but three, and our§ 
was one of the three that rode out the ftorm; for 
which I was truly thankful. In this great ftorm, or 
hurricane, feveral floops, there being no lhips, were 
driven upon dry land, fo that after the ftorm 
was over, one might go round them at high water, 
and feveral blown off the dry land into the water. 
One that was ready to be launched, though fattened 
on the (locks with two cables and anchors, put deep 
in the ground, yet the violence of the wind blew her 
into the water, and dafbed her all to pieces. 

About this time the Bermudas people had got a 
vaft treafure of filver and gold out of the Spanijh 
wrecks; and at a meeting which I had with a pretty 
many people on the firft-day of the week before 
the hurricane, or ftorm of wind, it came weightily 
on my mind to exhort them, Not to be lifted up 
therewith, nor exalted in pride : for I declared to 
them, that the fame hand that took it from the Spa¬ 
niards, could take it from thofe who now had got it 
out of the fea ; and if he pleafed, by the fame way ; 
which was a ftorm that caft away the drips going for 
Spain. And indeed fo it happened the fame week; 
for it was reckoned by men of experience and judg¬ 
ment, that they had loll more by the ftorm, than they 
had gained by the wrecks of the Spaniards. A fober 
old man, not of our profeftlon, told me the next day 
after the hurricane was over, that what I fpoke in the 
meeting was foon come to pafs : and he added, I was 
a true prophet to them. Many houles that were not 
blown down were uncovered. My landlord’s houfe 
being old, feveral thought it would be down ; but by 
the good providence of God, it was one of them which 
flood. I was in my ftore, which flood alfo • though* 
I expected every minute when it would have been 
blown down. It was by the mercy of God we were 
preferved, and not for any merit of ours. I intreat- 
ed the Lord in the midft of this great wind, that he 

would 
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would pleafe to fpare the lives of the people ; for 
many of them being feafaring men, were very unfit 
to die ; at which time I thought I was fenfible of the 
anfwer of my prayer, and he was pleafed to be in- 
treated for them : for, notwithftanding the violence 
of the ftorm, and the great dtfftruftion it made, yet 
not one man, woman, or child, nor creature was loft, 
that I heard of in all the ifland, which was to me 
very admirable. The friend of the houfe came to 
me after the ftorm abated, and faid, c The Lord had 
( heard my prayers for them/ Although they could 
not by any outward knowledge, know that 1 had 
prayed for them, yet they had a fenfe given them, 
that I was concerned for them before the Almighty; 
which indeed was true. Oh ! that we may never 
forget the merciful vifitations of that high and lofty 
One, who inhabits eternity ! 

While I was on the ifland, I was invited to. and 
kindly entertained at the houles of feveral erf the 
gentry, and at the governor’s, who invited me feveral 
times to his houfe: and once I was with him, and 
lome of his chief officers at dinner, with divers of 
the firft rank, where I was treated very kindly ; and 
after dinner the governor’s practice was to drink the 
king’s health, and he hoped I would drink it along 
with them. c Yes,’ faid the reft at the table, c Mr. 
* Cbalkley,’ as they called me, f will finely drink the 
c king’s health with us.’ So they palled the glals, 
with the king’s health, until it came to me ; and when 
it came to me, they all looked ftedfaftly at me, to fee 
what I would do, and I looked as ftedfaftly to the 
Almighty, and I faid to them, c 1 love king George, 
* and with him as well as any fubjedt he hath ; and it 
< is known to thoufands that we pray for him in our 
c meetings and affembiies for the worfhip ofAlmigh- 
€ ty God: but as to drinking healths, either the 
f king’s, or any man’s elfe, it is againft my profelTed 
f principle, I looking on it to be a vain idle cuftom/ 

F 4 They 

4 
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They replied, 4 That they widled the king had more 
‘ fuch fubjedb as I was ; for I had profeffed a hearty 
‘ refpeft for him and the governor and they were 
all very kind and friendly to me all the time I was 
on the ifland 

After 1 had fmifhed my concerns, I embarked in 
the floop T)ovc, for Philadelphia, fhe being configned 
to me in the former and this voyage. It being often 
calm and fmall winds, our provifions grew very fcan- 
ty. We were about twelve perfons in the veffel, fmall 
and great, and but one piece of beef left in the barrel; 

y , t h e winds being contrary, the 
people began to murmur, and told difmal ftories 
aoout people eating one another for want of provi¬ 
fions; and the wind being ftili againft us, and, for 
ought we could lee, like to continue, they murmured 
more a.nd more, and at laft, againft me in particular, 
becauie the veflel and cargo was configned to me, 
and was under my care, fo that my inward exercife 
v/as great about it; for neither myfelf, nor any in the 
veffel, did imagine that we fliould be half fo long as 
we were on the voyage : but fince it was fo, I ferioufly 
confidered tne matter; and to ftop their murmuring, 
I told them they fhould not need to call: lots, which 
was ulual in fuch cafes, which of us fhould die firft, 
for I would freely offer up my life to do them good.' 
One faid, ‘ God blefsyou, I will not eat any of you.’ 
Another faid, ‘ He would die before he would eat any 
‘ of me and fo faid feveral. I can truly fay, on that 
occanon, at that time, my lite was not dear to me, 
and that I was fenous and ingenuous in my propofi- 
tion : and as I was leaning over the fide of the veffel, 
thoughtfully confidering my propofal to the com¬ 
pany, and looking in my mind to him that made me, 
a very large dolphin came up towards the top or fur- 
face of the water, and looked me in the face ; and I 
called to the people to put a hook into the fea and 
take him, for here is one come to redeem me, faid I 

to 
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to them; and they put a hook into the fea, and the 
fifh readily took it, and they caught him. He was 
longer than myfelf; I think he was about fix feet 
long, and the largeft that ever I faw. This plainly 
fhewed us that we ought not to diftruft the provi¬ 
dence of the Almighty. The people were quieted by 
this aft of Providence, and murmured no more. Wc 
caught enough to eat plentifully of until we got into 
the Capes of Delaware. Thus I faw it was good to> 

depend upon the Almighty, and rely upon his eternal 
arm; which, in a particular manner, did preferveus 
fafe to our defired port, bleffed be his great and glo¬ 
rious name, through Chrift for ever! 

I now ftaid at and about home for lome time; 
after which I was concerned to vifit Friends in feveral 
places, and in the adjacent provinces, as Maryland^ 
New-Jerfey, See. and v/as at many marriages and fu¬ 
nerals, at which, many times, we had good oppor¬ 
tunities to open the way, and alfo the necefilty to be 
married to Chrift Jefus, the great bridegroom of the 
foul ; and alfo to exhort the people to confider and 
prepare for their latter end and final change,* which 
many times was fanftified to divers fouls, and the 
Lord's name was glorified, who is worthy thereof. 

In the year 1717, I went into Maryland, to look 
after my affairs in that province, and as I travelled, 1 
had divers meetings at Nottingham, and at Bujh-River\ 
about which time, at Bujh-River, feveral were con¬ 
vinced. Idie meeting I found in a growing condition 
in that which is good, ieveral perfons meeting toge¬ 
ther in filence to worfhip God, according to Chrift’s 
inftitution, which was, and is, and ever will be, in 
ipirit and in truth : and for the encouragement of 
all fuch, Chrift hath faid, “ That fuch the Father 

feeketh to worfhip him:95 and again, “Where 
iC two or three are met together in my name, there; 
“ am 1 in the midft of them." And if Chrift be in 
the midft, there is no abfolute need of vocal teach- 
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ing, except it be the will of the Lord to call any to 
it. Let the fpiritual Chriftian read and judge. 

After my return, I had feveral meetings in the 
country near Philadelphia; and about the latter end 
of the eighth month, I was at divers marriages, one 
of which was on the third-day of the week, about 
fifteen miles above Philadelphia, over Delaware river. 

The next was over the river again, about twenty 
miles below the city: the third was about twenty 
miles further down the river, and on the oppofite 
fide at Salem, on the following days; fo that I crof¬ 
ted Delaware river three times in three days, and 
rode about one hundred miles. The meetings were 
$11 large, and matter fuitable to the occafion freely 
opened to the people. Thefe remarks are not intend¬ 
ed to fet up man, or exalt fiefh, but to ftir up others 
to come up to the work of Chrift in their generation : 
all the glory and godlinefs of man is but as the grals, 
Which foon withers, without we dwell in the root of 
true religion, and holy life of Chrift; and that God 
may have the glory of all his works, is the end of 
all the labours and travels of the fervants and faith¬ 
ful minifters of Chrift. 

In the tenth month, 1717, divers confiderations 
moving me thereto, I took a voyage to Barbadoes% 
in the Snow Hope, J, Curtis mafter, and from 
thence to Great-Britain and London; partly on ac¬ 
count of bufinefs, and hoping once more, if it pleaf- 
ed God, to fee my aged father, my brother, rela¬ 
tions, and friends; v/hich voyage I undertook in the 
iolid tear of God. I defired the concurrence of my 
wife, and my friends and brethren of the meeting to 
which I did belong, in this undertaking, the which I 
had in a general way, and the good wifhes and pray¬ 
ers of many particulars, with a certificate from our 
monthly-meeting, fignifying their unity with my 
converfation and miniftry, and prelent undertaking; 
and felt the love and goodnefs of God therein, but 
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“;n many refpedbs it was a great crofs to me, as the 
leaving my beloved wife and children, and many of 
my dear friends, whom 1 loved well in Chrift: and 
the croffing of the feas always was troublefome to me, 
being fickly at fea, efpecially in windy or ftormy wea¬ 
ther •, and the confinement was worfe to me for the 
time than a prifon ; for it would be much eafier to 
me to be in prifon on land, upon a good account, than 
in prifon at fea, I always looking on a fhip to be a pe¬ 
rilous prifon, though my lot was to be much therein : 
and as for my natural life, I always gave it up when 
ever I went to fea; and I thought that was the lead: 
part of the hardfhip, never putting much value 
thereon; and I think I had rather die at any time, 
than go to fea, it being fo contrary to my nature and 
difpofition, as well as inclination : but to fea I went, 
for the reafons mentioned, and got from Philadel¬ 
phia to Newcajlle the firffc night, in the faid vefiel, and 
to EIJingburgh next day, where we lay for a fair wind 
"ibout two days; and when the wind was fair, we 
failed to Bombay-book, where we met with two other 
veffels bound out to fea, who waited alfo for the 
wind. We lay there two nights, and then on the 
firft-day morning fet fail, the weather being bitter 
fold, and the ice very thick on the fides of our vefiel, 
and on our ropes. The fame day that we left Bom¬ 
bay-book, we got out to fea, took in our boat, and 
went on our way ; and in four or five days we <mt 
into warmer weather. 

In this voyage I wrote fomething on the Common- 
Prayei, uied by fome of the church of England, wnofe 
converfations were very loofe and corrupt, which I 
entitled. One truly tender Scruple of Confidence, 
about that Form of Prayer called the Common- 
Prayer, as ufed by the Church of England, and her 
Members, &c. ' ' ' ' ° * 

In this our voyage we few feveral fhips, but fpoke 
with none ; and in twenty-feven davs from our canes 

we 

\ 
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we arrived at Barbadoes, and came to an anchor in 
Carlifle-Bay. 

I had been twice in Barbadoes before, but this was 
the quickeft pafTage by one day. Here I was loving¬ 
ly and tenderly received by my friends. I took my 
good friend Jofepb Gamble's houfe for my quar¬ 
ters, moft of the time whillt I Raid on the ifland; 
and I vifited Friends meetings feveral times over, 
there being five of Friends meeting-houfes in the 
ifland, and our meetings were fometimes large and 
open. & 

Our ftay was longer here than we at firft expelled, 
by reafon of a great drought, they having no rain 
for more than a quarter of a year, which was a great 
hindrance to trade on the ifland. While I was this 
time in Barbadoest our ancient Friend George Gray 
died. I was at his funeral, at which there were many 
people; and on this occafion we had a large meet¬ 
ing at our meeting-houle at Speigbts-cTowni where I 
had a feafonable opportunity with the people, open¬ 
ing to them the neceffity of preparing for, and think¬ 
ing of their latter end; and prefled them earneftly 
thereto. They were generally attentive and fober, 
and iome were broken into tendernefs. While we 
were burying the Friend, there appeared a difina! 
cloud hanging over the ifland, fuch an one as I never 
faw before : it was to my thinking, of the colour of 
the flame of brimftone, and 1 expected there would 
have been a great florm, or fome mighty guft, and 
much rain, they having had very little for many 
weeks, or fome months ; but it went over, and 
there was no rain, nor wind, as I remember. Soon 
after fome people came in from fea, and they laid, 
that from that cloud it rained afhes; and they 
brought fome of the fame to the ifland, fome of which 
allies I have now before me : the tafte of them 
feems to me to be a little fulphurous, and have fome 
glittering particles in thern^ in colour and fmell I 
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think they differed little from common afhes. Here¬ 
in the Almighty and Infinite Being fignally fliewed 
his mercy and favour to poor mortals; for had not 
his mercy prevented, he could as eafily have rained 
down the fire as the afhes* who rained down fire and 
brimftone on the cities and inhabitants of Sodom 
and Gomorrah, for their pride and idlenefs, much of 
which abounds among the inhabitants ofBarbadoesy the 
people being very luxurious. Oh ! may the luxurious 
inhabitants of that ifle* as alfo all others, confider their 
ways and doings* and not provoke the great Lord* 
the Sovereign of heaven and earth, as many of them 
do by their evil lives, and voluptuous converfations 
and that they would kifs the Son, though not with a 
Judas’s kifs of profeflion, or fpeaking well or fair of 
him only, but with divine love manifefted through 
obedience, while his wrath is but a little kindled 
againft them, before it brake out into a flame. 

After this funeral I was fent for to Bridge-Town, to 
the burial of a mafter of a fhip, a young man, who 
was very frefh and well a few days before. There 
v/as a great appearance of people* and I was pretty 
largely opened in the meeting, on the words of the 
prophet, where he fays, cf All flefli is grafs, and all the 
“ goodlinefs thereof, is as the flower of the field. 

The grafs withereth, the flower fadeth, becaufe the 
cc fpirit of the Lord bloweth upon it: furely the 

people is grafs. The grafs withereth, the flower 
fadeth ; but the word of our God fhall Hand for 
ever,” Ifaiah xl. 6, 7, 8. And I treated of this 

word* its wonderfulnefs, its duration, and its work 
in man : as alfo of the fading conftitution of mortal 
man* though young and ftrong, as that young man 
was a few days before, whofe corpfe was then before 
us. 

1 was at divers other burials on this ifland, which 
indeed doth prove a grave to many new-comers* it 
Velng a hot climate* makes thofe who are not accuf- 

toined t 
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tomed to it, very thirfty, and by reafon of the ex- 
treme heat, it is not eafy to quench their third; fd 
that what is called moderate drinking, throws many 
ftrangers into a violent fever, and oftentirhes is the 
caufe of their death, I note this as a caution to any 
who may tranfport themfelves there, that may fee 
this, that they may fhun that danger, which might 
be avoided by drinking cool drinks, of which they 
have many forts very pleafant, viz. cane, fugaf-reed 
and white forrel, pine, orange, and divers others : 
and I advife luch, as they love their health, to re¬ 
frain from drinking much hot drinks or (pints. 

I faw feveral curiofities in nature in this ifland, 
which among the great numbers of the works of 
God, do (hew forth his praife and glory. One to 
the leeward part of the illand, which is called the 
(pout, fends up a vafl: body of water into the airj 
occafioned by a great cavity in the rocks under the 
water, which may be feen in calm weather, when 
the (ea is low; but when the wind blows, a great 
body of water being pent in a large hollow place, it 
forces it up into the air, fometimes ten, fifteen, and 
twenty yards high, according as the (Length of the 
wind is more or leis, and ma he s a report like a can¬ 
non or thunder a great way off. I believe I have 
feen it ten or twelve miles out at lea. I was alfo at a 
place called Oliver’s cave, which we got to with lome 
difficulty, in going down the deep and craggy rocks;‘ 
There is on the outward part next the lea, a very 
large vaulted place, in the form of a half circle/ 
about one hundred feet high, as near as 1 could guefs. 
In this large vault, behind a rock, is the mouth of 
the cave, not the height of a man at the firft en¬ 
trance ; after one is in a few yards, one may walk 
upright comfortably, the bottom being pretty plain 
and l'mooth for about a hundred yards, and then we 
came into a large cave which is formed archwife, and 
about ten or fifteen yards high, as we thought, being 

much 
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much higher in the middle than the Tides, but almoff; 
as regular as if it had been done by art, which we be¬ 
held with admiration, by the help of wax candles* 
and other lights, that we made and carried for that 
purpofe. 

When I had done my bufinefs in Barbadoes, having 
been about thirteen weeks there, our vefiel being 
loaded, we failed from thence the lothof the fecond 
month, 1718, for London. We had a good paflage* 
being five weeks and two days from Barbadoes to 
Great-Britain, in which we faw divers vefiels at fea* 
but fpoke with none; and after fight of the land, we 
got in two days to Be achy-Head, which is about fif¬ 
teen leagues from the Downs or Deal. We failed 
along the fhore by Folkftone, where we took in a pi¬ 
lot, and had a comfortable pafiage through the 
Downs, and up the river of Thames to London, where 
I met with my dear and aged father, and loving bro¬ 
ther, fifier, and coufins, and many other of my near 
and dear relations and friends. 

In this voyage I wrote fome things which opened 
in my mind at Tea, upon that excellent lermon of 
Chrift’s upon the mount, as it is recorded in the holy 
Scriptures of the New Teftament, in the vth, vitli* 
and viith chapters of the Evangelift Matthew, but 
have fince heard that the fame is much better done by 
an abler hand; and therefore it may fuffi-ce here to 
give the advice, which in the courfe of my travels 
I have often had occafion to do, that the profeflors 
of Chriftianity fhould frequently read this fermon,and 
be careful to pradiife the lame; that they may not 
only oc Chriftians in name, but in deed, and in truth. 

A»ter vifiting my relations, and lome meetings of 
our Friends in and about London, and having finish¬ 
ed my bufinefs, being ready to return homeward* 
divers Friends accompanied us from London to Gravef- 
end \ and the wind not being fair, we went to lio- 
tbepr, and had a meeting there* and then back to 

Grave [end 
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Gravefend, and there took a folemn farewell of our 
friends, recommending one another to the pra- e of 
thrift; having this time made but little flay in 
Britain. 

In the fifth month, 1718, we failed from the 
Downs in the aforefaid Snow Hope, divers Friends, viz; 
John Danfon, IJaac Hadwin, John Oxley, Lydia Lan- 
cafter, Elizabeth Rawlinfon, and Rebecca Burner, bein°- 
in company with us : after about nine weeks paffage 
from land to land, having had meetings on firfl- 
days and fifth-days, on board all the voyage, we 
came all fafe and well to Philadelphia, through the 
bleffing of God, where I ftaid with my family a few 
months, and then took another voyage for Barbadoes 
and Britain. I was under lome concern more than 
ordinary, as to the fupport and well-being, or ac¬ 
commodation of my family, the circumftances there¬ 
of being a little changed by the increafe of children, 
remembering the words of the apoftle, “ That thofe 
tc who had not that care and concern, were worfe 
,c than infidelsmy Lord Jefus, whole fervant I pro- 
fefs myfelf to be, alfo faying, “ It is better to give 
<c than receive;” wherefore, an opportunity offering 
of the confignment of a veffel and cargo (the Snow 
Hope, Warner Holt mailer) to Barbadoes, and from 
thence to London, and lo to make returns home again 
for Philadelphia, I embraced it, though with reluct¬ 
ance, to leave my very loving wife, children and 
friends, all whom I tenderly loved and refpefted. 
I alfo had in my eye an hope, through the blelfing of 
God, to obtain wherewith to accommodate my 
friends, who were ftrangers and pilgrims in this world 
for Jefus fake, as I alfo had been .myfelf; and that 
they might find a place or home, and refrefhment 
under my roof; not to excels, but to comfort and 
edification; which in fincerity, is all the grandeur 
I covet or defire in this world : fo after due Confide- 

ration, on the 2d day of the eleventh month, 1718, 
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we fet fail from Philadelphia, many friends taking 
their leaves and farewell of us for that voyage. Thus 
with hearts full of love and good-will, we parted 
with our friends, and went down the river about five 
miles, where we run aground, but got off next tide, 
and next day came to an anchor at Cheflcr. On the 
4th day of the month we fet fail, and got to New* 
Qaftk about the eleventh hour* it being meetings 
day, we went to meeting, where our great Lord 
was pleafed infomegood meafure to own us with his 
living prefence, and comfort us with his love; blef- 
fed be his holy name ! In the morning we failed to 
Keedy-IJland, where we ftaid for the tide, and in the 
night our cable parted, which we knew not of till thf 
morning, and then we had gone from the place wher§ 
we ancnored, about a league : but though the veffel 
drove about the river, yet fhe did not go on ground. 
V/e dropped our other anchor, and fent the boat tp 
feck for that which was parted from us, but could nof 
find it until the next tide, and then could not get if 
up, and were unwilling to go to fea without it; which 
occafioned us to ftav feveral tides before we could gef 
it : at laft with much difficulty we weighed it, our 
mens clothes being much frozen ; for it was very cold, 
and froze extremely hard. After this we went down 
to Bombay-hooky where was alio another veffel going 
out to fea. Next day the wind was againft us, an^L 
it inowed much and freezed hard ; and that night the 
river and bay was filled with ice as far as we could 
fee, and it drove very hard againft our veffel, fo that 
we wiffied for day; for we thought fometimes it 
would have torn our bows in pieces ; but our anchor 
and cable held us, we thought, to a miracle, for 
which we were thankful to the great keeper of all 
thoie who put their truft in him. When the tide 
turned for us we got up the anchor, and fo let her 
drive With the ice down the bay ; the other veffel did 
tne fame, it was now dangerous moving, go which 

G way 
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way we would. The veffel in company with us at¬ 
tempted to go back again, but feeing that we did 
not, as we fuppofed, came to an anchor again, and 
we both went down the bay together-, and "the wind 
fpringing up fair, we got clear of the ice in a few 
hours time 3 but by this hindrance we could not- 
get to lea that day, but were obliged to come to 
anchor near the middle of the great bay of Delaware, 
and the night being fair and calm, we rode it out 
fafely, which if it had been windy weather, would 
have been dangerous. Early in the morning, of the 
9th day of the month, we got to lea, and icon left 
fight of the land. Next day the v/ind was high, and 
the weather proved ftormy for leveral days, info- 
much that our main-deck was under water mod of 
the time, lo that we were forced to go before it for 
feveral days together. We alfo Ihut up our cabin 
windows, and were toffed exceedingly, and I was very 
fea-fick *, and we began in this dorm to fear falling on 

-•the rocks of Bermudas, which we were near^ as we 
imagined, and the wind fet right on the ifland. But 
•when we had pafied the latitude oi Bermudas, we met 
with fair weather and winds, all the remaining part 
of our pafiage being pleafant and comfortable, by 
which I was led to confider the viciflitude which 
mortals may expeft while on thisunftable terraqueous 
globe, which is full of changes 3 and I ftrongly de¬ 
li red to be rightly prepared for that world which is 
eternal, and its joy and felicity permanent 3 at which 

, blefied port, I hope in God's time, through his grace, 
.fafely to arrive. Thus through dorms, tempeds, ice, 
and fnow, we left thofe frozen climes, and eroded 

. the tropick of Cancer, between which, and that of 
.. Capricorn, there is neither frod nor fnow at fea, at 

any time cf the year, and the wind always within 
•a final 1 matter one way, viz. eaderly, except in 

. hurricanes and violent dorms, which fometimes they 
have in thole parts of the world. We arrived at 

Bridge- 
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Bridge-Town, in Barbadoes, in one and twenty days, 
which was the quickeft paffage that ever I had, this 
being the fourth time of my coming hither, where I 
was always kindly received by my friends. 

About this time war was declared againft Spain 
by the king of Great-Britain, by proclamation in 
Bridge-Town, which put fuch a damp on trade, that 
there was little bufinefs, and the markets low and 
dull, which made my flay longer than I would have 
chofe; but my friends, among whom I had many 
opportunities, feemed rather pleafed than otherwife; 
telling me, c That they did not care if I was to flay 
c there always, if it were my place and when I left 
Barbadoes, Friends gave me better credentials than I 
thought I deferved.-A friend of mine giving 
me intelligence that the market was better at Antigua 
than at Barbadoes, I difpatched my affairs, and took 
part of our cargo there, and was kindly received by 
our friends. We were about three days in our paf¬ 
fage, and had fine weather therein. At Antigua I had 
divers meetings, my bufinefs at no time hindered me 
in my more weighty fervice ; for I always, through 
divine help, made that give way to my religious 
duty, in which I ever found peace and inward fatis- 
faftion. In about five weeks I finifhed my bufinefs 
in this ifland, having no fmall fatisfaftion in coming 
to it; and our veffel being now loaden, we took our 
folemn leave, and with the good wifhes of many, 
departed for England. 

Our friends there fignified to their brethren, that 
they were glad of my company, and that I was fer- 
viceable to them, though I came upon bufinefs. My 
hand, when need required, was to my bufinefs, but 
my heart was, and I hope is, and ever fhall be, 
freely given up to ferve the Lord, in that work 
whereunto I believe he has called me. We have 
liberty from God, and his dear Son, lawfully, and 
for accommodation’s lake, to work or feek for 

G 2 food 
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food or raiment; though that ought to be a work 
of indifferency, compared to the great work of fal- 
vation. Our Saviour faith, " Labour not for the 
“ meat which perilheth, but for that which endureth 
“ for ever, or to eternal lifeby which we do not 
underftand, that Chriftians muft neglett their necef- 
fary occafions, and their outward trades and callings j 
but that their chief labour, and greatefl concern 
ought to be for their future well-being in his glori¬ 
ous kingdom ; elfe why did our Lord fay to his dif- 
ciples, “ Children, have you any meat ?” they an- 
fwered, fc Noand he bid them caft their nets into 
the lea, and they drew to land a net full of great 
fifhes; and frilling being their trade, no doubt but 
they fold them, for it was not likely they could eat 
them all themfelves. Alfo the apoftle of Chrift fays, 
*{ He that doth not take care of his family, is worfe 
“ than an infidel}” and the apoftle Paul, the great 
apoftle of the Gentiles, wrought with his hands, even 
while he was in his travels, and in the work of the 
golpel; and others tailed of the benefit of his labour 
naturally, as well as fpiritually. It is alfo written, 
“ That he that will not work lhall not eat.” By 
this, and much more, which.might be noted, it ap¬ 
pears that we not only have liberty to labour in mo¬ 
deration, but we are given to underftand, that it is 
our duty fo to do. 1 iie farmer, the tradefman, and 
the merchant, do not underftand by our Lord’s doc¬ 
trine, that they muft negled their calling, or grow 
idle in their bufinefs, but muft: certainly work, and 
be induftrious in their callings. We all ought to 
underftand, that our hearts and minds ought to be 
out of the world, or above the nature and fpirit of it. 
It is good and profitable for both foul and body, 
rightly to diftinguifh between earthly and heavenly 
things, and to be careful how they mix the one with 
the other; for it is an eternal truth, that God and 
mammon cannot dwell together, or join together in 
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the heart. If our love is more to God than the crea¬ 
ture, or to heaven than earth, then will he dwell in 
us and with us: but if our love is more to the crea¬ 
ture than to Chrift, or to earth than heaven, then will 
he not dwell with us, but will leave us to ourfelves$ 
for the Lord Omnipotent will not admit of any 
rival. 

On the nth of the fourth month, 1719, we left 
Antigua, flood dole to the wind till we again eroded 
the Tropick, and got into thofe latitudes where the 
winds are variable. Sailing in the great deeps we 
faw the wonders of the Lord, particularly in divers 
kinds of fifh, they Jiving upon one another in the fea, 
the great fillies on the Email ones; and mankind too 
much refembles them in that refped. About the 
latitude of 33 north, our matter, Warner Holt, fee¬ 
ing a ihoal of porpoifes about the fliip, though he was 
not very well, and had not been for moft of the voyage, 
he took his harping-iron, and ftruck one of them, 
and we took him into the veffel, out of which we got 
eleven quart bottles of oil; and we moft of us eat 
heartily of this fifli, which agreed with our people 
very well,. They fried his liver for our mefs, of 
which I eat a large meal, which was well tatted, and 
eat more like frefh beef than fifh. I make this me¬ 
morandum of it, that if any fhould take them when 
their provifions are fcarce, they may eat freely with¬ 
out danger, according to our experience. When we 
had been at fea about three weeks, being near the 
latitude of 40 north, and about the longitude of 
42, though it was in the mid ft of fummer, we faw an 
iftand of ice, at which we all marvelled, and judged 
that there had been a fevere cold winter in thofe la¬ 
titudes on the land oi America. When we faw this 
ifland of ice we judged ourfelves not far from the 
Banks of Newfoundland. Hitherto we had eafy gales 
of wind, and many calms, which made our pafiage 
teem long to us. We faw two fail of lliips about 

3 thofe 
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thofe latitudes, but fpoke with neither, being willing 
to fliun them as it was war time. 

We had in this voyage weekly meetings for wor- 
Ihipping the Almighty, in which the great Lord, both 
of fea and land, was pleafed greatly to rnanifeft his 
name and truth amongft us, for which my foul 
often fecretly and openly bleffed and praifed his di¬ 
vine and glorious name and truth •, for he bore up my 
drooping fpirits, fo that I could truly fay with the 
royal Pfalmill, not becaufe he fpoke it only, but alfo 
being an experimental witnefs thereof, “ The floods 
“ have lifted up, O Lord, the floods have lifted up 

their voice: the floods lift up their waves. The 
“ Lord on high is mightier than the noile of many 
“ waters, yea, than the mighty waves of the fea.” 
Pialm xciii. 3, 4. This the king wrote of his own 
experience in afpiritual fenfe-, but I may fay with¬ 
out boalting, I have witnefied the rage and noife of 
mighty waves and waters, both natural and fpiritual j 
the one, as though it would fwallow up my reputa¬ 
tion among men, and the other, as though it would 
iwallow up my perlon, in this my watery peregrina¬ 
tion : but bleflfed be the name of him that is holy and 
eternal, who indeed is ftronger than the noife of many 
waters, or than the mighty waves of the fea, either 
inwardly or outwardly, I will through his ftrength, 
magnify his name, becaufe he is worthy : and may 
I do it for ever ! 

About the nth day of the fifth month, we faw 
great flocks of birds, which we judged came from 
the Azores, or Weflern-IJlands, near which we reck¬ 
oned ourfelves to be. The 21ft day we faw, and 
came up with a French fliip, which had been fifliing 
on the banks of Newfoundland, and was bound for 
Havre de Grace in France, the mailer of which came 
on board us, and our captain went on board them. 
We exchanged fome rums and fugars, of our fea 
Itores, for their French wine and cyder, and fome of 

our 
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our provifions for fame of their fifli. The captain 
was a Protejiant, and very courteous to us: the re- • 
gent of France at this time being kind to the Prote- 
jiants, fa that they increafed much in that kingdom. 
The Frenchman feeming defirous to know what reli¬ 
gion I was of, I told him by an interpreter, that I* 
was one called a Quaker, or Frembler, and that our 
principle was to do good to all men, and not to hurt 
any man, according to Chrift’s doftrine, cc Not to; 
cc render evil for evil, but to overcome. evil with 
4C good.’’ When they went away and took leave of 
us, they defired me to pray for them, the which I re-, 
membered with tendernefs of fpirit, and having but 
little v/ind, we kept company for feveral days; but 
the wind fpringing fair, we wifhed them well, and. 
went on our way, our veffel outfailing moft we met 
with ; and a few days after we met with a Flew-Eng¬ 
land fnip, who came out fix days before us from Ant. 
tigua. We were then in the latitude of about 50 
north, and 29! degrees of longitude from the Land's- 
End of Great-Britain. The 30th day of the fifth 
month, we founded, and found ground at 28 fathom, 
and on the iftof the fixth month, we faw the Land's- 
End of England, all our company being in health, and 
well; for which my heart was truly thankful to that 
great and infinite being, whofe providence is over us 
poor mortals in all parts of the world, and who reigns 
over fea and land, and is worthy of adoration, wor¬ 
ship, fervice, and living praife for ever ! 

In a few days we came into the Englijh channel, 
and going up the channel there came one of the king’s 
yachts, and they preffed moft of our men the beft 
hands we had they took from us, and carried them 
on board a man of war, after which we came to 
anchor at Folkjlone, where I left the veffel, and got a 
horfe to Dover, and from Dover took coach to London. 
In the coach were divers perfons who began to talk 
^bout the Quakers, and fpoke againft their plain way 
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of living and clothing, and faid, ‘That they did 
‘ not underftand their unfafhionable way of convef- 
* fation ; neither was it the way to gain profelytes,5 
Upon which I afked them, ‘ Whether they underftood 
‘ Paul, the great apoftie of the Gentiles ?’ who faid, 
“ Be ye not comformable to the world,” (i.e. the 
falhions of it) for this great realbn, the world, and 
the iafhiohs thereof, pafTeth away; which is a great 
truth, and it is plainly feen how fickle and change¬ 
able the world is in its vain fafhions and cuftoms, 
which, to follow, in ail its foolifti cuts and turns, or 
changes-, mull, of confequenee, make a man or wo¬ 
man very foppifh and apifh. I told them, that our 
religion was agreeable to the holy Scriptures, which, 
if they did not underhand, neither could theyunder- 
ftand us; for the doftrine of Chrift and his apoftles, 
was generally therein very plain; and the doctrine 
in Chrift’s excellent Sermon on the Mount, is clear 
and plain to very low or mean capacities: fo they 
difcourfed no more bf religion till we came to Lon¬ 
don, where once more I met with my loving and 
aged father, a man fearing God, and having a gift of 
the miniftry of the gofpel'of Chrift, and wed-beloved 
bf his friends and neighbours, who, with others of 
my near and dear relations and friends, received me 
gladly. 

After feme months flay among my relations and 
friends in London, we fold our veflel the fnow Hope, 
and bought another ftiip, which we called the Lrine- 
Hcpe, Warner Holt matter, and when I had done my 
bulinefs, I failed in the fame fhip for Pennfylvania. 
"We had meetings on board the veflel twice a week, 
in which the Almighty waspleafed to favour us with 
his good prefence. Sobriety, and the fear of God, 
and faith in his beloved Son Chrift, was often recom¬ 
mended to the youth then on board the veflel with 
us, of whom there were divers, who tranfported them- 
ifclves to America, in order to fettle there. At one 
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meeting on board I was tenderly concerned to remind 
them of Jacob, who in his youth left his country 
and relations to fojourn in a ffrange land, and how 
in that undertaking, he fought the Lord, and his 
bleffing, more than any outward thing; and that 
he was greatly bleffed with many fivours from hea¬ 
ven above, and alfo from the earth beneath, and they 
were advifed to take him for their example: and 
many other things were tenderly opened to them in 
the love of God, and in his fear and counfel they 
Were exhorted from time to time. 

It being winter time we failed to the fouthward, 
and got into warm weather, and were on our paffage 
feven weeks and fome odd days from land to land, 
in which time we law feveral veffels, and fpoke with 
one, whole people faid they were chafed by a Turk, 
but got from him, at which they greatly rejoiced. 
We apprehended it was our fhip that they faw over 
night, for we faw a fail that crouded from us as faff 
as (lie could, and it being near night, we fhortened 
fail, and fo the left us; but in the morning came up 
with her, and being pretty near, both they and we 
put out our colours, and being both Enghj}men> we 
fpoke to each other, and were glad to meet with fome 
of our own nation upon the great ocean; but our 
veffel failing belt, we took our leave of them, wifh- 
ing them a good voyage. We met with rough feas 
and high winds in the latter part of our paffage, till 
we came to the capes of Delaware, which we all re¬ 
joiced to fee, and we had a pleafant paffage up the 
bay and river to Philadelphia, where I had once 
more a comfortable meeting with my dear wife and 
family, which I gratefully acknowledged as a high 
favour from the hand of the Almighty. 

We arrived at Philadelphia the iff of the fecond 
month, 17 20; after which I ftaid at, and about 
home for lome time, and I was not idle, but kept 

my hufinefs, and to meetings, and having a defire 

to 
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to fee my friends in the province of Maryland, at 
their general meeting at Weft-River, I was accompa¬ 
nied by Ifaac Norris and Thomas Mafters, both fober 
young men. It had been a time of pretty much 
rain, and the waters thereby being out and hio-h, 
going over a ford at Brandy-wine, my mare <mt 
among the rocks, it being a very rocky creek, fhe 
fell down, and the flream being very ftrong, fhe 
rowled upon me, and being intangled with the ftir- 
i up, I couid not eafily clear myielf, but I gave a 
ipnng from her, and (warn to clearmylelf from her; 
and when I was clear, I got to her again, and laid 
hold 01 her mane, and through the good Providence 
of God, got well out with the mare on dry land, 
which was a remarkable deliverance. In three days 
we got to Weft-River, to the yearly-meeting, which 
was large, and Friends were glad to fee me, I having 
not oecn theie for icveral years. I was out on this 
journey about two weeks, and rode about 300 miles ; 
and after my coming home, I travelled pretty much 
in and about the provinces of Pennfylvania and New* 
Jerftey. 

* In tne year 1721, Thomas Lightfoot and I, with 
William Browne, went to a meeting at Bujh-River, 
and going over Sufquebannah-Ferry, the people were 
fiddling and dancing. "W hen their dance was over, I 
afked them, oelieving them to be Proteftants, * If they 

thougnt Luther to be a good man ?’ they replied, 
‘ Yes, there was no doubt of it. Well,’ faid I, ‘ and 

fo do 1 ; and I will tell you what he lays concern- 
c jng dancing. That as many paces as the man takes 
* in his dance, fo many fteps he takes towards hell 
which fpoiled their fport, and they went away, and 
we went on ours towards the meeting; and a good 
meeting it was ! and we after it returned by way of 
Nottingham, and had a meeting there, and one at 
New-Garden, and fo on to Philadelphia. I was front 

home 
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home about a week, and travelled in this journey 
about 150 miles, and was well Satisfied therein. 

In the years 1721 and 1722, I went ieveral jour- 
nies, and had many large meetings, travelling many 
hundreds of miles, of which I negledfed to keep a 
particular account, hardly thinking what I did worth 
recording •, but divers of my friends in many parts of 
the world, put me upon fomething of this nature, to 
which, at length, I gave up, and found fome benefit 
and fatisfa&ion therein, in looking back and con- 
fidering the dealings of God with me in my youth, 
and upwards. 

From Philadelphia I went to the general-meeting 
at Shrewjbury, in EaJl-Jerfey, where I heard of J. G/s 
being wounded by a young man, with a fvvord, of 
which he died, lamenting that he did not take the 
counfel of his friends; as young men, who flight 
the counfel of thofe that wifli them well, commonly 
do, either iboner or later, if the day of their vifita- 
tion be not over. Some few days after this meeting 
at Shrewjbury, I vifited Friends on Long IJland, and 
returned home again, having travelled about 300 
miles. In my flay at, and about home, I wrote 
fomething concerning perfection, in anfwer to a 
nameleis author; as alio fomething concerning pre- 
deftination, or election and reprobation. 

In the year 1722, I went back in the woods to 
Buckingham, the Great Swamp, Perkiomy, Man ah a- 
tawny, and Oley, where I had meetings, travelling 
over great mountains, from which we could fee many 
miles. I travelled in this journey about 150 miles, 
and returned home in about two weeks; and after 
flaying fome time at home, and vifiting neighbour¬ 
ing meetings,! went to the yearly-meeting of Friends 
on Long-IJland, which meeting was very large, many 
people, not of our perfuafion being there, and were 
very lober. Many things were opened in the love 
of Chrift, and his great love was declared to that 

great 



great congregation. The parable concerning the 
Prodigal Son, came before me to fpeak of to Unpeo¬ 
ple in a very moving manner, and ftrongly to invite 
the youth to lay hold of the love of the Father in his 
bon, to pooi louls: and indeed it is a wonderful 
parable, fetting forth the infinite love of the great 
Lord of all to his poor creatures. Many were affect¬ 
ed and reached to at this meeting, and the Almighty 
was prailed and glorified, who alone is worthy. 

From thence I went and had a meeting at New- 
2 ork, and then let forward to PPoodbridgey where we 
had a comfortable meeting; Naaman, the Jffyrian,, 
being much the fubjedl of that day’s work: and 
that one thing loved and efleemed more than Chrift, 
whatever it be, is to be avoided, and the people 
warned to be careful to keep dole to the God of 
IJrael, fpiritual IJrael> and to give up all, which is 
contrary to his nature, and to take up Chrift’s crois, 

/and follow him: for it is thofe who follow him in 
tne regeneration, that are to be heirs of his kingdom. 

In this year alio I was at the burial of our Friend, 
Jonathan Dickinfon, at which we had a very large 
meeting; he was a man generally well beloved by his 
friends and neighbours. In this meeting a paffage, 
he had often told me in his health, was brought to 
my remembrance, I think worthy to be recorded 
to the end of time, which is as follows : * It hap- 
4 pened at Port-Royal, in Jamaica, that two young 
c men were at dinner with Jonathan> and divers 
c other people of account in the world, and they 
f were fpeaking about earthquakes, there having 
c been one in that place formerly, which was very 
6 dreadful, having deffroyed many houfes and fa- 
c milies. Thefe two young men argued that 
c earthquakes, and all other things came by na- 
c ture, and denied a lupernatural power, or Deity; 
c infomuch that divers, furprized at fuch wicked 
t difcourfe, and being afhamed of their company. 
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left it; and at the fame time the earth fhook, and 
c trembled exceedingly, as though altonifhed at fuch 
c treafon againft its Sovereign and Creator, whole 
* footftool it is : and when the earth thus moved, 
€ the company which remained v/ere fo aftonifhed, 
f that fome run one way, and fome another, but 
f thefe two atheiftcal young men ftaid in the room, 
* and Jonathan with them, he believing that the 
c providence of Almighty God could preferve him 
c there if he pleafed, and if not, that it was in vain 
€ to fly; but the hand of God fmote thefe two 
c young men, fo that they fell down; and, as 
€ Jonathan told me, he laid one on a bed, and the 
4 other on a couch, and they never fpoke more, 
€ but died foon after.5 This was the amazing end 
of thefe young men : A dreadful example to all 
Atheijls, and dilfolute and wicked livers. Oh ! that 
young people might be warned, that the hand of 
God might be upon them for good, and that they 
would tenderly be concerned for their falvation. 

On the 30th of the fourth month, 1723, my tenth 
child, named Thomas, died about midnight, having 
before buried nine. It was fome exercile to me thus 
to bury my children one after another; but this did 
a little mitigate my forrow, that I knew, that could 
I have all things relating to them according to rny 
defire; could I fee them grow up to be fober men 
and women, well married, have a competency in 
the world, &c. yet it was fafer and better for them, 
and they more out of danger, being taken away in 
their infancy and innocency ; and I fervently begged 
of the Almighty, that he would be pleafed to take 
them away while innocent, ratherthan that they fhould 
live to be vicious or unrighteous men and women, 
and to bring fcandal on the holy name of Chrift, and 
upon our Chriftian profeflion ; which confiderarion 
did mightily tend to fettle and quiet my mind in my 
forrowful exercife. The great Lord of all fanctify 
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the forrows and afflictions of his people and child¬ 
ren, and grant them the fulfilling of that bleffed por¬ 
tion of holy Scripture, “ That ail things fhail work 
‘c together for the good of them that love and fear 
<c God:” even fo be it, faith my foul! 

In the fixth month of this year, I removed from 
the city into the country, to a final! plantation I had 
at Frankfort, in order to be more retired, and for 
health s lake, bcc. finding fome declining in my bo¬ 
dily ftrength, which I take to be very much owing to 
the ievere colds and hardimps I have fuffained in my 
long and hard travels, more efpeciaily in the wilder- 
nefs of America-, for without vanity I may fay, that 
I always loveu temperance, and have been fometimes 

y oncerned to preach againil intemperance; 
and though I cannot now take lo long journeys as I 
have formerly, my fpirit earneftly travails for the 
welfare of Zion, and the peace and profperity of all 
thofe who love, fear, and ferve God, and believe in 
his Son. 

^ On the fixth day of the eighth month, it pleafed 
God to give me another Ion, whom I named George, 
after my. father, brother, nephew, and king ; and 
though his name is now a great name among men, I 
confidered that no man can preferve life, fo I save 
nim up to the will ot him who gave him to me, 
and defire, if I have no name through children to 
pofterity, I may have a name in the Lamb's book of 
life, which I have ever efteemed far above a name 
amongft men. 

. Aftei my removal to this place I was not idle, but 
vifited neighbouring meetings, and in the eighth 
month I went to Shrewjbury general meeting, where 
there were many hundreds of people, and the truth 
declared had good imprefiions upon the minds of 
many; fome, after meeting, who were not of our fo- 
ciety, acknowledged to the truth, and that they 
were glad they were there. In this meeting I was 

concerned 
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concerned for the welfare of mankind, and the ex¬ 
altation of the holy name of the Almighty, to declare 
the univerfal love of God to man, from feveral texts 
of holy Scripture, as that paffage concerning Jacob 
and Efau, and Peter, and Cornelius, and fomething 
concerning the objection made againft us the people 
called Quakers, that we do not acknowledge the holy 
Scriptures to be the word of God ; for though we be¬ 
lieve that the Scriptures came by divine infpiration, 
yet we are clearly convinced by their teftimony, and 
by the fpirit of truth in our hearts, that Chrift is the 
eternal word of God, by whom ali things were made 
and created, and do ftili exift. 

From Shrewjbury, with divers other Friends, I 
rode to Crofwicks, where on the fifth-day, we had a 
very comfortable meeting, in which the ancient love 
andgoodnefs of our heavenly Father was with us, to 
the tendering our hearts into tears of joy •, fome of 
us being likewife affedted, in remembrance of the 
goodnefs of the Almighty to us, in the meeting we 
had in this place under the trees about twenty-five 
years fince. T. he great iubjedt of faith and works 
v/as fpolcen to; as that the Romans feemed to lay too 
much ftrefs on works, and the Lutherans, Calvinifts, 
and others, too little: but our principle led us to 
join both together; the Almighty having joined them 
together, none ought to feparate them. This fubjedt 
of faith and works having been much in debate 
amongft profefled Chriftians, it is on my mind here 
to mention a few things deduced from the bed au¬ 
thority : 

The firft is. Without faith it is impoffible to pleafe 
God, Heb. xi. 6. 

Second, Faith is the gift of God. 
Third, Faith works by love. 
Fourth, Faith is the evidence of things not feen, 

and the fubltance of things hoped for. 
Fifth, Faith without works is dead. 

Sixth, 
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Sixth, The juft live by faith. 
_ Seventh, You believe (or have faith) in God, be* 

lieve alfo in me, John xiv. t. 
And the author to the Hebrews lpeaks excellently 

concerning the power of faith, and the mighty won¬ 
ders wrought by it. Note, this living, laving, true 
and divine faith, mull be in the heart, through, and 
in Chnft Jefus the Son ol the living God, who is, and 
always will be, the author and finilher of it in every 
true believer. 

After I came from Shrewjhury, I viftted divers 
neighbouring meetings, and fome in Chefler county, 
where I had meetings for nine days fuccellively, fome 
of which were very large, particularly at Providence 
and Gojhen, in which I was opened to exhort them to 
keep to that plain, honeft wav of life and converfa- 
tion, which our fathers and elders were found in, and 
to remind them of the fufferings they endured for their 
teftimony to the blefted truth, in the firft breaking 
forth thereof in the laft age ; and I was concerned to 
lhow them that the Almighty, who had blefted us 
with plenty of temporal bleffings, would continue the 
fame to us, if we were careful to live in his fear •, but 
that otherwife, we might expedl his judgments for 
difobedience. 

And after my return I continued abouf home for 
lome time, it being winter feafon and bad travel¬ 
ling, and I not fo capable of travelling as formerly: 
but I had great peace and tranquility of mind, in 
that I had freely given up my youthful days to ferve 
my Creator, and the fame love and zeal was yet frefii 
and warm in my heart, for the glory of his great 
name; and I ftiil have a full refolution, through his 
ftrength and grace, to ferve him, the great Lord of 
all, all my days, according to the light and ftrength 
given to me. 

Our yearly-meeting at Philadelphia this year was 
large, in which our Friend Benjamin Kid, from Eng¬ 

land, 
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land, being with us, had good fervice. I cannot for¬ 
get a concern which was upon me at this meeting, 
that the univerfal love of God, through Chrift, 
might prevail arnongft mankind, and to prefs Friends 
to manifeft to all people the influence thereof, by 
their exemplary lives and converfation. 

In the fecond month, 1724, I went into New-Jer- 
fey, as far as Shrewjbury, where, on a firft-day, we 
had a large meeting, to general fatisfattion 5 and 
the next day we had another, wherein the love and 
goodwill of God, through Chrift, was opened freely 
to the people, and our duty to forgive one another was 
largely treated of; and it was plainly fhewn, that with¬ 
out forgiving others, we could not be forgiven of 
God, as Chrift faith, cc If ye forgive men their tref- 
“ paffes, your heavenly Father will alfo forgive you : 
“ but if ye forgive not men their trefpafies, neither 
<c will your heavenly Father forgive your trefpaflfes,” 
Matt. iv. 14, 15, &c. and much more to the fame 
eiTeft on that fubjedt; as alfo Chrift’s anfwer to 
Peter, who afked, cc How oft a man fhould forgive 
<c his brother if he trefpaffed againft him ?” Peter 
fays, cc till feven times ?” Our Lord J'efus anfwers, 

I fay not unto thee, until feven times, but until 
feventy^ times feven,5’ Matt, xviii. 22. And again 

Chrift fays, cc If thy brother trefpafs againft thee 
leven times in a day, and feven times in a day turn 
again unto thee, faying, I repent, thou fhalt for¬ 
give him, Luke xvii. 4. Which hard-hearted 

people think a great hardfhip, but Chrift’s crols mult 
be taken up, and borne daily, if we will be his dif- 
ciples and followers in deed, and in truth, as well as 
in profeffion. 

After we had reconciled feme differences at Shrewf- 
hury^ we went to a place called Menejquan, and had 
a good open meeting, and moft of the people of that 
place were there. It was a good time, and 1 hope 
the opportunity will not loon be forgotten by divers 
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that were there. From this place we travelled to 
Crofwicks, and had a good meeting. After meeting 
a Friend told me that fome would fay, I fpoke by in¬ 
formation, becaule 1 had opened fome matters which 
were exactly to the ftate and condition of fome there : 
but I knew nothing of their ftate and condition, 
otherwife than as it was then immediately opened in 
my mind ; neither had I been told any thing concern¬ 
ing them, dire&ly or indire&ly ; and from thence we 
travelled to Burlington) where the monthly-meeting' 
of our Friends had defired that I would be affiftant 
to help to end a difference which had happened 
through miftake, and continued for feven years, fince 
the firft occafion was given, and through divine af- 
fiftance, our hearts being filled with the love of 
Chrift, we fo prevailed upon the differing perfons, 
that they gave each other fatisfa&ion, with hopes that 
they fhould live in love for the future; and Friends 
of the place greatly rejoiced at the end of that dif¬ 
ference. As I went along this town, fome Friends 
told me of a religious people fome few miles diftant, 
whom they defired I would have a meeting with. I 
defired them to fee if it would be granted, and let 
me know ; which was done, and we had a meeting, 
and were kindly received, and the divine nature of 
the gofpel of Chrift was freely opened to them, and 
in great love we parted from one another. I travel¬ 
led in this journey about two hundred miles; and 
when I came home, my dear wife and family gladly 
received me with hearts full of love: and this tef- 
timony I think proper, for feveral folid reafons, to 
leave behind me of my virtuous and loving wife, 
that fince we were married, fhe never hindered me in 
that fervice my great Matter called me unto, in all 
the time of our living together : we always parted, 
for the fake of the gofpel of Chrift, in pure love, and 
in the fame love we always met again. 

Soon 
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Soon after this time I met with feveral great Ioffes 
by fea and land, and myfelf and my little daughter 
were dangeroufly fick, fo that our recovery feemed 
doubtful; yet through the mercy of God we both re¬ 
covered, for which I praife his name. 

After fome ftay at home, I was again moved in 
the love of Chrift, to vifit the general-meetings of 
Duck-Creek and Salem. At Duck-Creek we had a large 
and fatisfaftory meeting. From Duck-Creck I ap¬ 
pointed a meeting at George s Creek, which was a good 
meeting. The next morning we went over to Elfin- 
burgh, and fo on to Cohanfy> where I met with two of 
my fellow-labourers in the work of Chrift, Thomas 
Light foot and Benjamin Kid. We had a meeting to¬ 
gether at Cohanfyy in which the people were exhorted 
to fobriety and juft dealing. The contrary of both 
is too obvious at fuch times at fairs ; there being di¬ 
vers of t he fair people there as well as others, the 
nature of Chrift's work in the heart, was fomewhat 
fpoke to, but not fo open a meeting as fome others, 
the people thereaway being too (lack and dull as to 
religion. Next day we had a meeting at Allow ay s 
Creek, where we all three had fome pretty clofe work ; 
and from thence we went to the general-meeting at 
Salem, which was larger than common, on account of 
the faid Friend, Benjamin Kid’sy being there ; who, in 
the love of Chrift came from England, to vifit the 
churches in this part of the world. There were fo 
many Friends and others here at this time, that fome 
houfes were fo filled, that there was not room for all 
that came to lodge there. After this meeting I re¬ 
turned home, and in a few days went into Chefter- 
Countyy and travelled above ioo miles; and when I 
came home I underftood, that fome, for want of a 
true fenfe of the work of Chrift, had been cenfuring* 
me ror my travelling and hard labour in the work 
of the miniftry of the gofpel of Chrift; though, hy 
the fame rule of judging, the apoftles of Chrift, and 
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our ancient Friends, who travelled much, cannot 
efcape their cenfure; for in all my travels, I have 
had an efpecial regard to the unity of the brethren, 
and never knowingly went abroad without it: but 
let this caution be recorded for the inftrudtion of all 
fuch forward judges; let them be careful of judging 
Chrift’s fervants, left their words become their bur¬ 
den : cc Judge not, that ye be not judged,” faith our 
great Lord, cc for with what judgment ye judo-e, ye 
" ftiall be judged” J ° * 

Soon after my return from Chefter-County, I was 
at a marriage at Abington, which was one of the molt 
folemn I have been at; and on the 15th of the third 
month, at the youths meeting at German-Town, to 
my great fatisfadtion; and on the 23d of the fame 
month, I went to the general-meeting of minifters 
and elders at Burlington; at which meeting, feveral 
things relating to the gofpel-miniftry were declared 5 
as its being a free, a clear, and a powerful miniftry, 
reaching to the conicience, and convincing of the 
danger of continuing in fin : and divine charity was 
much recommended, without which, all miniftry is 
but as founding brafs, &c. From this meeting I went 
with Walter Herbert, into Buck’ s-County, and at Ne- 
jhaminy we had an open, tender meeting. From thence 
I went to Buckingham, and was at a marriage of a fon 
and daughter-in-law of Thomas Canby’s, The meet¬ 
ing was large, and Friends well fatisfied; and it was 
obfervable, though I was very hoarfe, through a cold 
1 had taken, and could hardly fpeak in common con- 
verfation, yet it was much taken away in my miniftry, 
fo that I was carried through the fervice to our ad¬ 
miration, for which I was truly thankful. After this 
meeting I returned home with true iatisfadtion, fuch 
as is much more valuable than filver and gold, two 
mighty idols in the world. 

After a little ftay at home, I wrent on a firft-day to 
North-Wales) or Gwinneed> where was a pretty large 
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meeting, many young people being there, to whom 
I was concerned to fhew, that Chrift is the way by 
which we mu ft come into the true church, through 
regeneration, and that all who invent other wavs are 

O * % * 

thieves and robbers. I rode twenty-five miles that 
day, and the next day came to Frankfort, and was 
at the burial of an ancient Friend, Joan Orpwood, at 
which our Friend John Salkeld was, with whom 1 was 
the next day at Philadelphia, at our third-day meet¬ 
ing, which was a good meeting. 

On the 4th day of the fourth month, intending 
foon to take a journey to Long-IJland, I thought it a 
proper time to alter my will, as I had kept one by 
me for divers years before, confidering the uncer¬ 
tainty of life. On the 5th of the fourth month I 
went to Flerion to vifit an ancient Friend, John Ro¬ 
berts, who was fick near unto death, where I again 
met with John Salkeld. The Friend expreffcd his fa- 
tisfadlion in this vifit, and we had a reward of peace 
in the exercife of that Chriftian duty of vifiting the 
fick, which is recommended by the apoftle to the 
primitive churches of Chrift. After we had been 
fome time with our faid fick Friend, we went to the 
meeting which had been appointed for us feveral 
days before, and was large and fatisfadlory; for 
which favourable vifitation we bleffed the great name 
of the Almighty, and parted tenderly in Chiiftian 
love and good-will. The Friend we went to vifit 
died the next day. He was a helper of the poor, 
and a maker of peace in the neighbourhood : of fuch, 
Chrift faid, cc Bleffed are the peace-makers, for they 
£C ftiall be called the children of God.” 

On 
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On the ioth of the fourth month, 1724, I had a 
Concern to write the following epiftle to Friends in 
the illand of Barbadoes. 

Frankfort, the 10th of the fourth month, 1724.' 

Dear Friends, 
4 T N the tender love of God, our heavenly Father, 
* 1 and of our Saviour Jefus Chrift, do I, you? 
4 brother, at this time greet you, and wifh you 
* health and falvation. Underftanding by a concern- 
* ed Friend, that of late feveral of our Friends ar<j 
‘ taken away from you by death, a concern came on 
* my mind to put you in remembrance of your latte? 
‘ end, and of the caufe of Chrift; and alfo, of the 
* profperity of his blefied light and truth in your (in 
* that refped poor, though in fome others, rich and 
* luxurious) illand : the pofterity of many that have 
* been taken away there, as well as in divers other 
* places, having gone aftray ; and that it may not be 
* fo with thofe who are left behind, let a weighty 
* concern come upon you. O dear Friends! let your 
* pra&ices and exprelTions, manifeft to therifing ge- 
* neration, that the welfare of their fouls, more than 
{ of their bodies, is at heart with you; and do not 
c indulge them in that which you in yourfelves were 
* convinced to be of an evil tendency, when your 
‘ hearts were firft reached by the power of truth. 
f How many youths have been loft, through the 
* loolenefs of the example of their elders, and through 
‘ an undue indulgence of them in vanity, folly, pride, 
‘ and idlenefs ! Woful experience doth but too much 
‘ declare that they are many: O they are many in- 
‘ deed, who have been loft by fo doing ! Wherefore 
‘ dear Friends, clear yourfelves of your children; 
‘ and, if they will obftinately go aftray, faithfully 
‘ bear your teltimony againis; them, in life, doc- 

c trine 
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c trine, or expreflions and converfation, which will 
c witnefs for you when you are dead and gone, and 
e your heads laid in the (ilent grave. Ihuswill 
c your youth, through the bleifing ot God, and your 
c endeavours, come up in your places, or at lead 
c you will be clear, and their blood will be upon their 
c own heads. A pure ftriit watch is required of 
c you in converfation, in all thofe relations : Firft, 
* That God may be glorified. Secondly, That your 
< children may be exampled. Thirdly, That your 
c neighbours may be edified, or built up in pure re- 
€ ligion : and fourthly, That you may die in peace 
c with him that created you, and died for you; re- 
c membring the bleffed doctrine of Chrift Jefus, 
« Let your light fo fhine before men, that others 
“ feeing your good works, may glorify your Fa- 

ther which is in heaven.” And again, cc You are 
ec as a city fet on a hill, which cannot be hid.” And 
* as you thus train up your children in the way which 
* they fhould go, when they are young, you may 
c have reafon to hope they will not depart from it 
< when they are old *, for many have been convinced 
6 of the truth, as it is in Jefus Chrift, through the 
* good converfation of his followers. And how can 
1 we expeft to die well, if we do not live well ? Or 
c can we expecl the anfwer of well done, if we are 
e not in the practice of doing well ? 

f And I do defire and earneftly exhort Friends to 
* read the holy Scriptures, and wait to feel the power 
c from which they fprung, through the holy writers, 
r and alfo to teach them to their children. And, 
c dear Friends, let me prevail with you in the love 
c of God and his dear Son, to keep clofe to your 
* meetings for the worfhip of Almighty God, and 
* for the well-ordering of your fociety $ and do it in 
e the meek fpirit, for that is of great price with the 
f Lord; and when in your meetings, get into a reli- 
? gioys exercife, and lively concern for God’s glory, 

H 4 * and 
-it 
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and yom fouls peace and profperity. I pray the 
holy. Lord of Sabbath, to open your hearts to 
him in the reading of this epiftle, as mine is open ' 
t0,7R0U; beI°ved fiends, that you and I may be 
edified, (enough outwardly feparated), as we were 
w ien together; and if we fhould never meet more 
in this world, that we may meet in the kingdom of 
Gck,where We may never part more. Amen. 
Hallelujah, faith my loul. 
‘I defire this may be copied and read at the clofe 

of one of each of your particular meetings, and, if 
it coukl be readily, in every family of Friends • to 
ail wnom is my very dear love in Jefus Chrift 
whole fervant I am, and hope to be to the end’ 
and I am an entire lover of fouls, and a well-vvifher 
or dion s profperity. 

t. chalklet: 

On the nth of the fourth month I left home or 
a journey to Long-Ifiand, in order to vifit Friends 
meetings, and alio to negociate fome bufinefs I had 
there ; the firft meeting I had was at Burlington, where 
1 had occafion to aaviie them to keep in remembrance 
•of that ancient love which firfl united our fociety 
together, and in which, in times of cruel perfecu- 
tion, fome freely offered to fuffer the imprifonment 
of their bodies to obtain the liberty of their friends 
in confinement. From thence we travelled to Amboy ' 
and fo over to Staten-IJland. The day being very 
hot, and the evening cold, I got a' fevere cold, 
wmch I did not get clear of for about two weeks, 
notwithflandmg which, I went to meetings, though 
Hi in body. The firfl meeting I had on Lorig-IJland, 
was at Flujhing.on a firft-day: A comfortable 
meeting it was! in which was clofely preffed, the 
taking up the crofs of Chrift, by all who defire to 
be his difciples, and that without it we could not be 
true Chriftians. From Flujhing we went to Mujketto- 

Cove, 
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Cove> and had a meeting there on third-day, which 
was large, and to general fatisfadtion, and fome 
were there that were newlv convinced. I feeing 
the opennefs of the meeting, advifed Friends to build 
a meeting-houfe there, which they approved of. On 
fourth-day we had a meeting at (Vejlbury, and on 
fifth-day at Cowneck. From Cowneck I went to the 
fouth-fide of the ifland, and had a meeting at Cap¬ 
tain Hicks's. The neighbours who were not of our 
fociety, came generally to this meeting, and they 
were prefiingly exhorted to come to Chrift, and the 
way opened unto them. . It was a good time, and I 
thought a time of love to us all; though before the 
meeting! was exceedingly (hut up in myfelf, fo that 
the meeting was very beneficial to me, among the 
reft, to fee how the Lord could work by his power, 
and unlock the foul, as in a moment, as he did for 
my poor foul at times. O may I, with Chrift’s 
followers and minifters, ever depend upon him, is 
my petition ! From Rockway, for fo is the place cal¬ 
led, we went to TVeJtbury, and had a very large meet¬ 
ing on a firft-day; and, as I was informed, fome 
were convinced there that day. From hence I went 
to a place called Fojlers meadows, where we had a 
large meeting in one Duefbury § barn. After this I 
went over to the main land, and had a meeting at a 
place called /Vejlchefter. From thence we went to 
Flujhing, and had a large meeting on a fifth-day of the 
week, in which the right training up of children, and 
careful education of youth, was zealoufly recommend¬ 
ed. From tlujhing I went to Huntington, where fome 
were lately convinced of the principle of truth as it 
is in Chant Jdus, fome of whom were excommuni¬ 

cated by the Prefbytsrians, with whom they had for¬ 
merly joined. We had a pretty large meeting in a 
naend s barn, where one prieft Prime oppofed me, as 

he alfo had my Friend Benjamin Rid iome time be¬ 
fore, of which, by letter, I gave an account to my 

dear 

* 
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dear Friends Thomas Lightfoot and Benjamin Kid, de- 
Firing them, in their return from New-England, to have 
an evening-meeting there. The grounds of this 
prieft’s cavilling, or difpute, was, that I had declar- 
€d, T hat it is the light of Chrifi?, or his lpint, which 
convinced! the world of fin, and not a natural light, 
or the light of a natural confidence; from whence 
lie took occafion to charge me with denying a natural 
confidence $ the fallhood of which I charged upon 
him before the auditory, and defired him. If he had 
any thing on his mind, to write it to me, to which I 
pro mi fed to return him an anlvver. 

From Huntington I went to the general-meeting of 
Friends held at New-Town, which was fo large that 
the meeting-houfe could not contain the people, and 
the weather being extreme hot, the people without 
doors were fome of them uneafy, and went to and fro; 
hut thofe that were in the houfie, and fo near as they 
could hear, were very attentive, and as far as I could 
learn, generally fatisfied. Our next meeting was at 
New-2ork, which was the quieteft meeting I ever had 
theie ; and thofe few Friends at New-York, and fome 
that were there from Longrljland, parted with us in 
the love of Chrifi:, and in the fellowlhip of his blef- 
led gofpel; and fo I travelled homewards, having 
good fatisfadlion in vifiting my Friends ^ and when 
I came home, I found my dear wife and children in 
health, fpr which I blefs God. 

After this journey I kept to meetings at and about 
home as ufual, and was at the fifth-day meeting in 
Philadelphia, when Samuel Prefton was married to Mar¬ 
garet Langdale, the widow of my dear friend and 
fellow-trayeller, JcJiah Langdale: the meeting was 
large, and the parable of the virgins, and the bride¬ 
groom’s coming at midnight, was opened, with an 
exhortation to the people to be ready againft that 
hour, and that they Ihould take care to have the 
holy oil of divine grace in their hearts. 

After 
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After this meeting I had fome affairs which called 
me into Chefter-County, and on the road my horfc 
gave a fudden and violent ftart out of the path, and 
threw me down, and before I could get up again, he 
ftruck my face, and on my right eye with his foot, 
being newly fhod, which ftunned me for the prefent; 
but as foon as I opened that eye which was unhurt, 
I perceived that I lay on my back, under my horfe’s 
belly, with my head between his fore feet. He 
flood ftill, and I got on my hands and knees, the 
blood ftreaming out of my nofe and right eye, and 
while I was bleeding, a man and woman came by, 
and ftaid till I had done bleeding, and faw me 
mounted on my horfe again. I went forward, being 
about two miles from the houfe I intended to go to, 
and after riding about a mile, I met with a friend 
that knew me, and was furprifed to fee me fo bloody, 
and went with me to Randal Mayling's, a faithful 
honeft friend, who was upwards of eighty years of 
age, and had fuffered much for his profeffion of the 
truth in his younger years, where feveral tender¬ 
hearted, motherly women dreffed my wounded eye. 
I was truly thankful to the Lord for his providence 
towards me in this deliverance, among many others, 
which he in his goodnefs hath vouchfafed to me. I 
ftaid at this Friend’s houfe three nights, and mended 
apace, and the Friend accompanied me to my houfe 
at Frankfort, where my loving wife, with fome fur- 
prize, received me very affectionately; and through 
her care and continual application, I recovered, that 
1 could fee pretty well with fpeftacles, which 1 was 
obliged to ufe for fome months. Such accidents 
plainly fhew us the neceffity of preparing for fudden 
death, as we know not when, or how, we may go off 
the ftage of this life. 

On the 25th of the fifth month, I received a letter 
from a perfon in the county of Burlington, relating to 
water-baptifrm, to which I made anfwer as follows: 

‘ ' TFIY 

' T- 
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4 /TpHY lines I received laft night, in the peril- 
e Jl fing of which, there was aChnftian love in 
4 my heart towards thee, though unknown by face, 
4 and I have much freedom of mind to anfwer thine," 
4 according to thy requeft, and my fmall ability! 

.r.itt Li.cn, \n e art near in lentiments to eacn other 
in the giand Cniiman principle or faving religion, 

4 which is the work of the holy Spirit of Chrift upon 
c the foul, for that is the baptifm which is Chrift’s, 
F and is truly laving, and ablolutely neceffary to fal- 
: vation ; Chrift’s baptifm being but one, which is 
1 with the Holy Ghoft, and with fpiritual fire or 
; water-, John’s being the element, or figure; and 
: Christ’s being the fpirit, power, and divine fub- 
: fiance, and is to be with the church of Chrift, and 
1 with his true minifters to the end of the world. 

Secondly, In anfwer to thy query. Was water- 
baptifm, that is, the element, not commanded by 
Chrift himfelf, in Matt, xxviii. ip? I anfwer, I 
believe not. My realon is this, becaufe the holy 
Ghoft, or fpirit, is mentioned in the text, or that 
command, in exprefs words, and water is not; 
and therefore we omit going into outward water, 
and for other reafons, as followeth. Thirdly, That 
water-baptifm, which was Johns, was praft'ifed by 
the apoftles, is true; but it was not pradifed by 
Chrift, who, no doubt, would have done it if it 
had been abfolutely neceffary; for he difdained not 
to wain his difciples feet, a much more delpicable 
office than that of the baptifinal ceremony : fo 
becaufe Chrift did not himfelf pradice it, nor, 'as we ’ 
conceive, commanded us to go into material water, 
we therefore forbear it. Fourthly, That the apoftles 
did baptize with water, we deny not; and that 
they were circumcifed, and did circumcife, is alfo 
undeniable. Now, mult we circumcife becaufe the 
apoftles did, and were themfelyes circumcifed ? 

4 confider 
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€ confider that carefully, and I hope that will give 
4 thee fome fight, or light into, or concerning the 
4 difpenfation of water-baptifm, which was John's 
c baptifm, and was glorious in its day and difpenfa- 
4 tion, in pointing at Chrift’s baptifm, unjtil it came, 
4 which was the fubftance, and was with fpiritual 
4 fire, and fpiritual water, and will continue for 
4 ever. To Chrift, and his baptifm, 1 heartily direct 
4 thee for further inftruCtion, in whom is light, and 
4 that light is the life of men, or life, and that life 
4 the light of men. 

O 

And further, I would v/rite a little of my own 
4 thoughts concerning water-baptilm, and on fome 
4 texts of Scripture, being Chrift’s own words, 
4 viz. 44 He that believeth, and is baptized, fhall be 
44 faved, and he that believeth not, fhall be damned,59 
4 or condemned, Mark xvi. 16. Now this mud needs 
4 be underftood of the Spirit’s baptifm ; for it would 
4 be abfurd to fay, or believe, that all who are bap- 
4 tized with the element of water, are faved, or all 
4 who are not baptized with water, are damned j 
4 therefore it is the fpirit’s baptifm, that all profeffing 
4 Chriftianity ought to come unto to witnefsTalva- 
4 tion. Again, Chrift fays, 44 Except a man be born 
44 of water, and of the fpim, he cannot enter into the 
44 kingdom of God,” or of heaven, Matt. iii. 5, 
4 This divers will have to be a mixture of the element 
4 water, and of the fpirit; but Chrift fays, 44 It is 
44 the fpirit that quickeneth, the fiefn profiteth noth- 
44 ing : the words that I Ipeak unto you they are 
44 fpirit, and they are life,” John vi. 6j. 44 And 
44 that which is born of the fiefh is flefh, and that 
44 which is born ot the fpirit, is fpirit,” John iii. 6. 
4 According to which doftrine, 1 have faith to be- 
4 lieve, that outward, flefhly, or elementary water- 
4 baptifm, profits little or nothing to the foul. 
4 Again, Why ftiould the water in that place be un- 
4 derftood of the element, any more than the fire in 

4 the 
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€ the other/ viz. cc To be baptized with the Hoif 
*c Ghoft and with fire?’' Since Chrift faid, “ My 
€C words they are fpirit and life.0 Remember the 
* well of water that fprings up to eternal life in the 
c believers : remember the water that Chrift gave, 
c whofoever drank of it was never to thirft more. 
c This is all fpiritual, which the carnal mind cannot 
4 comprehend or enjoy, but is witneffed by the fpi- 
c ritual man. And further, if we confider what con- 
4 fufion there is in the world about this water-bap- 
c tifm, it may well put a tender-feeking foul upon 
c further fearch into the nature of holy, faving bap- 
c tifm. The Papijls have one way ; the Lutherans 
c and Calvinijts another 3 the Baptifis, they have ano- 
c ther3 and all differ fo widely, that, generally 
€ fpeaking, they will not worfhip together 3 neither 
c are they ever like to be reconciled, except they 
< come to the holy Spirit and divine power of Jefus, 
4 the good Saviour and precious guide of fouls. 
c That faying of his hath often been a comfort to 
4 me in deep exercifes and diftreffes of mind, when 
c he faid to his difciples/ “ It is expedient for you 
€C that I go away 3 for if I go not away, the Com- 

forter will not come 3 but if I go away, I will 
<c pray to the Father, and he will fend the Comfort- 

er, the Spirit of truth, in my name, and when he 
cc is come, he fhall lead you, and guide you into all 
€C truth 3 he fhall take of mine, and give it unto 
€w youi fhall bring all things to your remem- 
cc brance, that I have fpoken unto you/* And 
c that he wras to convince the world of fin 3 and that 
c he fhall abide with you for ever. May the preci- 
c ous gift of the Spirit be given to thee, and to all 
c true feekers of God, his Chrift and kingdom, is my 
c real defire, and humble prayer to the Moft High. 
4 See the four Fvangelifts for the promife, they not 
* wording it alike. 

Having 
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f Having anfwered the mod of thy letter, I 
f would add a few lines more, viz. I have known 
c fome who could not be fatisfied with words about 
c this point of baptifm with water, until Chrift had 
c by his Spirit given them fatisfa&ion in themfelves; 
6 and as thou comes more and more into clofe com- 
1 munion with his grace and Spirit in thy own foul, 
* I hope thou alfo wilt have better fatisfa&ion than 
5 that of words only, I have known fome of the 
( people called Baptifts, who have been convinced 
c of the truth, according to our way and principle, 
c to whom all the writing, and difputing, and 
c reading, and preaching, about this point, could 
6 never give ample fatisfadtion, until they had it in- 
c wardly and immediately from Chrift, manifefted to 
4 them by his holy Spirit in their hearts, as aforefaid, 
c Though I would not be underftood to be againft 
c fatisfying one another as much as lieth in our pow- 
c er, and as we find opennefs in the love of God and 
5 Chrift. And further, I never underftood that any 

c of our fociety were abfolutely againft fuch prac~ 
€ tifing of it, who could fee no further, or did really 
c think in their confciences it was their duty fo to do : 
c but we believe, that we fee beyond the figure or 
c fhadow, and are come to the fubftance, for the 
* reafons mentioned, and many more which might 
* be given. Several treadles have been written upon 
c this fubject, one of which is very full, before we 
€ were a people, by William Dell, a wife and learned 
5 man, and one who had a large fenfe of the power 
* of God : and among us Barclay s Apology, and a 
c Treatife by John Gratton, who was a Baptiji preach- 
* er, and one by Jofeph Pike : and alfo here is a little 
€ book of Thomas UpfiePs, a Baptiji preacher before 
c he came to join with us, which 1 fend thee, with 
c whom I was well acquainted, as alfo writh thofe 
6 men v/ho fubicribed it. If thou applies thyfelf to 
5 Richard Smithy of Burlington^ he is as likely as any I 

c know 
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c know to help thee to thofe books, all which are 
c larger on the fubje<ft, and have given fatisfattion 
c to thoufands about it; though fome, as I have 
‘ laid, could never be fatisfied with words. In 
c reading the latter part of thy letter, I was tenderly 

afte&ed, and my prayers to the Almighty were, 
that he would plcafe to airedt thee Dy his power 
and Spirit, and the grace of his dear Son, who hath 

c faid, “ Fie that cometh unto me, I will in no wife 
caft off.” Now, tender Friend, Chrift is the 

true light, tnat lighteth every man that cometh 
* into the world, by which light thou muft walk to 

the kingdom and city of God. Fie is the door 
c into the true fheepfold : he is the truth, in whom 
c thou muft believe : he is the divine life and light 

of the loul: he is the true Chriftian's all in all: 
* and as the kingdom is within, as faid Chrift, fo 
c the king is aifo within, and without alfo. Fie is 
€ God omnipotent, omnifcient, omniprefent, the im¬ 

mortal Jehovah, and is God over all, bleffed for 
€ ever. And as a fervant of his, I recommend thee, 

with my own foul, unto him for prefervation and 
c divine dired:ion ; for it is the great work of Chrift’s 

true minifters and fervants, to diredt the feeking, 
travelling fouls to him ; to whom, with the Fa¬ 
ther, ana the eternal Spirit, be glory, now, and 

c evermore. Amen.--From thy allured friend in 
< Chrift. 

t. chalkley; 

^ I he perion to whom I wrote this letter, fome time 
after informed me, it gave him great fatisfablion. 

After I had ftaid at home fome time, and pretty 
well recovered of the hurt I had by my fall, I vi- 
fited fome meetings about home, as Philadelphia, 
Abington, and German-Town. In feveral of thofe 
meetings I was concerned to exhort Friends, as our 
meetings and worfhip was, in this province of Penn- 

fylvania, 
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Mvnnia, a kind of national worfhip, to beware that 
chey did not indulge themfelves in the fins of the 
nations, but to be careful to keep to the holy, lelf- 
denying life of Jefus. 

On the 5th of the fixth month, between the hours 
of nine and ten in the night, there was an earthquake, 
which divers people were very fenfible of; and about 
this time divers people were taken ofF with a violent 
fever; and I was concerned in feveral meetings to 
put the people in mind of their mortality, and fhort- 
nefs of time here ; and alfo of the uncertainty of it, 
and the necefiity of fpeedy preparation for their final 
change, and future well-being. In the aforefaid 
month I was at our youths meeting in Philadelphia, 
where I was concerned to advife parents to do jufitly 
to their children, in the divers relations of a child’s 
ftate; to be juft in corredion, and to be fure to 
give them learning, and train them up in reading 
of the holy Scriptures, they being able, through faith 
in Chrift, to make us wife to falvation. I alfo was ear- 
neft in exhortation to the youth, to obey and honour 
their parents, and to have a care not to be difobedient 
to their fathers and mothers. I had a concern alfo 
to remind that large congregation, that the Almighty 
had ftretched out his arm of power, with his rod, 
and had given the people of this land three ftrokes 
therewith, as a gentle admonition towards heart- 
preparation, to meet him, and to prepare for their 
latter end, or final diffolution: which was firft, 
A ficknefs, or peftilential fever, which carried off" 
many of the people. Secondly, An earthquake, of 
which divers in town and country were very fenfible. 
1 hirdly, A terrible whirlwind, fuch as we never be¬ 
fore heard of in this land, that I remember. They 
were admonifhed to take particular and fpecial notice 
of thole gentle ftrokes of the divine hand, for if he 
pleafed he could as loon takeaway many by ficknefs, 
as a few, and if he pleafed he could have made us a 

1 defolation, 



defolation, as well as the country about Mounts 
/Etna, or Port-Royal, in Jamaica, not very far from 
us ; and he could alfo blow us away with a whirl¬ 
wind of his wrath, and could as eafily have blown 
down all our city, as thole few houfes in the coun¬ 
try. 

Next day after this meeting I went with John Rod- 
man to the quarterly general-meeting of worfhip in 
the county of Chejler, which was large and latisfac- 
torv. 

J 

The 25th of the fixth month, I was at the burial 
of the wife of Richard Wain, a virtuous and good 
woman. Some of her la ft words were, c Some mens 
c fins go before-hand to judgment, and fame follow 
* after them 3 and that her fins were gone before, 
* which was a great comfort to her, now fhe was 
( going to leave the world/ It was a large meet¬ 
ing, and a feafonable opportunity that we had at the 
funeral. The people were called upon to work, 
while it was called to-day, becaufe, as our Saviour 
fa id, 4 the night cometh, wherein no man c^n work/ 

In this and the foregoing year I met with various 
trials and exerciles : As Firft, Great inward poverty 
and want* Secondly, Great Ioffes in outward affairs* 
And Thirdly, The evil fpirits of divers ftirred up 
againft me, to report falfhoods concerning me, with 
many other fore exercifes both inward and outward. 
As to the firft, I had often been tried that way, 
and found by experience, that I muft wait upon 
God my Saviour, for frefli and renewed vifitations 
from above; in which exercife, I had always in the 
Lord’s time, comfort from him, as by the fame 
exercife I had now the fame comfort alfo; but I 
thought it very long, and the enemy did greatly en¬ 
deavour to break in upon my patience now more than 
ufual: but my heart ftill depended in faith and 
hope upon the Lord my Redeemer and Saviour, 
and in his time he was pleufed to help me, bleiTed 
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be Eis holy arm and power for ever! Many blefled 
faints and fervant-s of Jefus were brought to my 
mind, who were in the like condition, fo that I had 
a fecret joy in their company, who met with the like 
in their travels to the holy city. Secondly, as to my 
outward Ioffes, I thought with myfelf, peradventure 
it might be befl for me : and 1 remembered that 
many, through the increafe of outward riches, were 
exceedingly hurt as to their inward ffate ; and though. 
I, or any good man, might be concerned for our 
children, to get and leave fomething for them \ yet 
I plainly faw, that generally fpeaking, much ridies 
doth much hurt to youth. 1 his was a melancholy 
obfervation that I had made in my life and travels* v 
and I fee at this day, that it is an univerfal dittemper, 
a very few excepted, wherefore I cried mightily to 
God, that he would give to me and mine the gift of 
his grace and holy Spirit, whatever our circum- 
ftances might be in the world. In this alfo I faw that 
patience was an excellent virtue, and that the meek 
had the belt inheritance of the earth, if they had 
ever fo little of it; and that true happinefs did not 
confift in earthly things, which my experience had 
largely taught me. And thirdly, As to the bale and 
evil treatment I met with, which was more than I 
had ever met with in all my life before, great endea¬ 
vours were ufed to leffen my reputation, as a man 
and a Chriftian ; all which proved falfe and fruitlefs* 
and in due time my innocence was made manifeft; 
and I confidered that they could not ufe me worfe 
than they had done my Lord and Matter, and that 
the Devil was angry with any who endeavoured to 
dethrone him, and pull down his kingdom, at the 
foundation of which, through the help of my Matter* 
I had many a ttroke or blow, with Inch weapons as 
he was pieafed to furnifh me withal. 

The laft of the fixth month, and the id of the fe- 
t ^ t j v/as the quarterly and youths meeting:' 
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at Burlington, at both which I was. At the quarter¬ 
ly-meeting 1 was concerned to open to that meeting, 
how all along the church of God was governed by 
his fpirit, in the time of the law, and Mofes was an 
inftrument therein; and that when it was too hard, 
and too much work for Mofes, he was advifed to 
get the help and affiftance of the elders, and that the 
fame power and Spirit of God that was with and 
upon Mofes, was upon the elders who affifted him in 
the affairs of the church, and congregation of the 
Lord’s people ; fo that it was governed by God’s 
Spirit, and is to be governed by the fame ftill, and 
not by the will of man, nor according to the will of 
man in his corrupt nature. And when Ifrael went 
from God’s power and Spirit, the Lord left them, 
but at laft lent to them his only begotten Son, our 
dear Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift; and he was, 
and ever is, to be governor of his church, through 
his holy Spirit, which, he told his difciples, {< he 
“ would pray the Father, and he fhould fend unto 
tc them the Comforter, the holy Ghoft, or Spirit, the 
<c Spirit of truth, and he fhould abide with them for 
ct ever, and fhould lead and guide them into all 
“ truth;” which l'weet and precious promifes that 
he made to them, the true believers do witnefs to be 
fulfilled at this day. Glory to his name for ever! 
he is the wonderful Counlellor, mighty Saviour, and 
Prince of Peace ! of whofe peace and government 
there fhall never be an end, and upon whofe fhoulder 
the government is to be for ever, for whofe power 
and holy Spirit, Friends were exhorted to pray and 
wait, and to be fenfible of it in the difcipline and 

, government of the church now in this gofpel day, 
in which is a brighter manifeftation of God’s love, 
through his Son, than in the time of the law. The 
youths meeting was alfo large, and divers teftimonies 
were borne, by way of exhortation and counfel to the 
youth. They were with much tendernefs advifed to 

take 

I 
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take counlel of their elders, and were fhewn how it 
fared with fome young men, who flighted the advice 
and counfel of the elders; and that one, when on a 
dying-bed, cried out in the bitternefs and agonies of 
his lpirit, Oh! that I had taken the counfel and ad¬ 
vice of my friends, for then I had not been here, nor 
in this condition. The youth were advifed to be¬ 
ware of keeping bad company, and fpending their 
precious time in taverns, which hath undone many 
fair and promifing youths: and it was fhewn, how a 
young man might cleanfe his ways, by taking heed 
thereunto, according to the word of God, which liv- 
eth and abideth for ever, and which the holy Scrip¬ 
tures proceeded from ; and they were earneftly ex¬ 
horted to read and prabtile what was written there¬ 
in : and a very tender time we had in prayer to God, 
through his dear Son, to preferve us all in his fear, 
both youth and aged; and fo our meeting broke up, 
and we parted in the fweet love of God, and his 
Chrift, our holy Saviour. 

My troubles in the world, and in the things of 
it, being many, and my outward Ioffes being great; 
as alfo was my inward poverty of mind and lpirit, I 
took my pen, and wrote one day as followeth: Oh ! 
if it be right in the fight of God', how do I long to be 
unclothed of this frail and mortal body, that my 
foul and fpirit might mount up into the setherial 
plains, and repole itlelf into the vaft expanding arms 
of its Maker, and moft fweet Saviour for ever ! 

Being at and near home fome time after I came 
from Burlington, 1 vifited the meetings of German¬ 
town and Philadelphia, which were large, and fome 
good ienfe of truth was in the hearts of divers. I 
was concerned at that meeting at Philadelphia, to let 
the people know, that as God had bleffed the people 
of that city, and the province, with fpiritual and 
temporal Sleffings, and made the land naturally 
fruitful, to the inriching many of the inhabitants, he 

1 3 now 
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now expected fruits from them of piety and virtue $ 
and that if there was not aftridter walking with God 
in Chrift jefus, they might expeft his divine hand, 
which had vifited them with favours from heaven 
above, and from the earth beneath, would vifitthem 
with a rod in it, and that he had already given them 
feme gentle ftrokes therewith. 

Our yearly-meeting was this year at Burlington, 
for the provinces of New-Jerfey and Pennjylvania, the 
iervice of which our quarterly-meeting appointed 
me, with divers others, to attend. It was a large 
and comfortable meeting, and many went home 
thankful to the holy name of God and Chrift, that 
they were there. 

I {hall end the fecond part of the journal of my 
life and travels, when I have tranferibed part of a 
letter which my dear father wrote me, when eighty 
odd years of age, he having been a minifter of Chrift 
above forty years, which followeth : 

e 
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Loving Son, Phomas Chalkley, 
H IN E dated the i ith of the tenth month, 
1723, I received, and was very glad to hear 

of your welfare, and that the Lord hath given you 
children : and I pray the Almighty God, that he 
may preferve them with you, that they may be a 
comfort to you in your latter days ; and that if the 
Lord may be pleafed to continue them with you, 
that they may, as they grow in days, grow in 
grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Sa¬ 
viour Jefus Chrift ; and that the Lord may be 
pleafed to preferve us all to the end of thole few 
days we may have in this world, that then we may 
lay down our heads in peace and in full affurance 
of everlafting bleffednefs for ever and evermore. 
1 blefs the Lord that he has preferved me fenftble 
of his bleffed and holy Spirit, whereby my under- 
ftanding is indifferent clear and well, confidering 

f xny 
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* my age; and the Lord in his great loving-kind- 
< nefs I do feel to help me to my great fatisfa£tion, 
c in my little iervice for him. 

c Having this opportunity by a friend of your 
c town, was willing to let you hear of our welfare 
c and health. I am in as good health at prefent as 
c I have been for many years, and can make a fbift 
c to go over London-Bridge, and to the meeting at 
c Alderfgate, and to the Peel-Meeting, from my houfe 
c in Shad-Shames. And the Lord hath been pleafed 
c to be with me now in my poor aged condition. 

c So, dearfon, my dear love is to thee and thine, 
€ and to friends that may enquire after us. Divers 
c Friends give their love to thee, whole names I 
* cannot remember. 

f With repeated love to you all, I reft thy aged, 
€ and, thereby through pain, afflicted father, 

<GEORGE CHALKLEX: 

Southwark, London, 5th of the fixth month, 1724, 

P. S. c Thy brother George, his love is to you all, 
c and I defire thee to let us hear of you as op- 
6 portunity may ferve.’ 

To fee my dear father’s hand-writing, now he was 
above four-fcore years of age, was very affefting to 
me; and the more, becaufe I expedited it might be 
his laft, which it was. The anfwer I fent to my dear 
father’s letter is as followeth : 

Frankfort, 22d of the eighth month, 1724, 
/ 

My dear Father, 

* rpHINE, per James Wilkins, I received with 
JL joy, and was greatly comforted to hear that 

* thou wail yet alive; and efpecially that thou art 

I 4 c favoured 
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‘ favoured now in thy old age, with a fenfe of the 
‘ gift of God, through the holy Spirit of his dear 
‘ Son, our blefied Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift. 

f The reading of thine did mightily refrelh and 
‘ tender my heart and fpirit, nor expedting many 
£ more fuch epiftles from thee, by reafon°of thy 
* great age- But my very dear and truly honoured 
‘ father, if we Ihould never hear from, nor fee one 
c another more in mutability, yet are we, while here 
‘ on earth, as living epiftles in one anothers hearts, 
‘ wrote by the finger, or hand of God. I have 
c hope alfo, that we ftiall meet where we fhall never 
f part more, in the glorious kingdom of God and 
‘ his Chrift. 

‘ We are all in good health, I humbly thank the 
Lord, and if it be his will, lhould rejoice to hear 

* that thefe find thee, my tender and loving father, 
‘ with my dear brother and filter, and all my loving 
* coufins, and our friends in general, in like health! 
‘ I defire to know exactly, thy age in thy next, if 
c thou art able to write to me, and if thou liveft 
* where thou did formerly, or with brother orcoufin, 
1 which will be very acceptable to me. 

‘ 1 hus, with unipeakable love from felf, and wife, 
‘ to thee my dear and aged father, and all relations, 
‘ and friends, 1 remain thy loving and dutiful fon, 

‘ THOMAS CHALK LET: 

A JOURNAL 
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THOMAS CHALKLET. 

PART III. 

IN this year, 1724, I met with various trials, 
afflictions, and tribulations; and had not the 

fecret hand of the Lord, which I felt underneath, 
bore up my fpirit from finking, I think I could never 
have waded through them. 

I was now removed, as already related, into the 
country for retirement, which I greatly loved and 
delighted in; but as foon as I was a little fettled 
there, the enemy of all good endeavoured to dif- 
quiet my repofe, by ftirnng up fome bad people 

againft 
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againfi: me, who lived near, and in time part had 
fawned upon me: and, to add to my afflictions I 
loft a veflel, in which, I fuppofe, I had upwards’of 
five hundred pounds ; and another veflel came in al- 
moft a wreck, in which I fuffered in my intereft fCve- 
rai hundreds more, and a third I heard of, in which I 
had the like lofs; and about the fame time I had 
alio a good new barn burnt to the ground in a few 
minutes, lo that I was exceedingly (tripped that way : 
and to add yet more to my exercife, I was forely af- 
Dieted with ficknefs, having a fwelling in my iaws, 
rnouth and throat, to that degree, that I could nei- 
tner (peak nor iwallow for iome time, nor eat nor 
lleep for about feven days, as I remember, without 
great difficulty. What the diftemper w;as, we could 
not be certain. Some fuppofed it to be the quinfey 
others an impoitume; alio my little and only daugh¬ 
ter at the lam- time was Inceiv to ciie j and as for my 
own part, I was very willing to go, if it fo pleafed 
t-sod; for I faw through the deceit of the world, 
and that the friendfhip of it was not permanent- 
and in my lore afflictions in body, mind, and inte¬ 
rs^ it fared with me as with Job; for divers of my 
pretended friends added to my afflictions by undue 
reflections; whom i pray the Lord to forgive for his 
Son s iakc ; At tnele times the remembrance of that 
faying of Chrift, “ That the very hairs of your head 
<c are numbered,” Matt. x. 30. at times lupported 
me in hopes, that ail would work together for 
good. 0 

Wuen I got a little wed, fo that I could go to 
meeting;, I went to German-town, Abingtcn, Phila- 
de'lphia, and Derby. My fir ft going abroad was to 
Philadelphia, where, on a firft-day, we had a large 
meeting, and divers things were opened in my mind. 
I told them they had Mofes and the Prophets, and 
jefus Chrift, who was arifen from the dead j for 
neither death, hell, nor the grave, could detain the 

Lord 
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Lord of life and glory. And I was opened to de¬ 
clare to them, that they had a great advantage of 
the coming of Chrift, not only in his appearance at 
Jerufalem, but as he came to, and fpoke to the heart, 
by his inward and fpiritual appearance ; and that this 
gofpel difpenfation was by his coming, made more 
confpicuous, bright, and glorious, than that which 
went before. Friends were very glad to lee me 
abroad again, they having expedted daily to hear I 
was dead, and there was tendernels over the meeting, 
and God over all, through his dear Son our Lord 
Jefus Chrift, was praiied and glorified, who is wor¬ 
thy for ever. 

In this year two fober young women, Elizabeth 
Levis and Jane Fenn> were concerned to vifit Friends 
in the ifland of Barbadoesy and they meeting with 
fome difcouragement, in Chriftian love I wrote them 
the following letter, to encourage them in the work 
of Chrift. 

Frankfort, ift of the twelfth month, 1724. 

My dear friends, Elizabeth Levis and Jane Fenny 
* Y TNDERSTANDING by our Friend Grace 
c Lloydy that you have propofed your intention 
c of vifitins; thofe few Friends in the ifland of Barbs.1- 
c does, and that you meet with fome difcouragement 
c inwardly and outwardly, therefore it is in my mind 
c to comfort and ftrengthen you in fo great and good 
c an undertaking and honourable work, as is that 
c of the caufe of Chrift, who, for our fakes crofted 
c himfelf abundantly beyond expreflion, more than 
c is poftible for us to do for his fake, or the fake of 
c his people, whom we may fo entirely love, as to 
1 lay down our lives for his and their fakes. But 
€ what is our lives, to the life of the only begotten 
6 Son of God ? and truly, we mult give them up 
c often, if we have the caufe of fouls at heart; and 

c then 
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c then he often gives them to us again, Glory to his 
c holy name for ever! As Chrift faid, “ He that will 
<£ fave his life, fhall lofe it, and he that will lay down 
“ his life for my fake and the gofpel, lhall find it;” 
‘ which reacheth your cafe in this undertaking. 
f And, indeed, fome of our lives, in our own fenle, 
* is hardly worth mentioning, confidering the caufe’ 
‘ ofChrift. 

‘ And, dear children of our heavenly Father, I may 
* through fome good experience, truly inform you, 
* that there is much opennefs in many people on that 
c ifland, and good encouragement I have had, from 
‘ above, in my vifiting the people there; though, 
‘ true it is, the inhabitants, too generally, are luxu- 
‘ rious, and much given to vanity : yet 1 have this 
* feal in my heart, that the Lord hath a feed in 
‘ that place who defires to ferve him, and that feed 
f will iurely join with you in your exercile, and you 

'* will be comforted one in another, and in the Lord. 
‘ And that there are differences among them, is alfo 
1 true ; but they have the more need of being vifit- 
* ed by fuch who are, through their wife conduft and 
* healing difpofition, likely to heal thofe breaches 
‘ which are, or may be among them. Some, indeed, 
‘ have gone among them and have done hurt, by a 
* rafh and turbulent way of management, and by fo 
* doing, have rather made the breaches wider, than, 
‘ by a meek and loving, as well as lowly difpofition, 
* leffened their differences, and healed them. 

‘ And, tender Friends, though it may feem hard 
c for you in feveral confiderations, to give up to go to 
* fea, and alio to divers who love you, and are nearly 
c related to you ; know ye, and fuch fo concerned, 
‘ That the Lord is ftronger than the noife of many 
c waters, and than the mighty waves of the fea. And 
‘ I really believe that you, as well as my foul, with 
c the fervants of (Thrift, have, and will experience 
* it to be fo, as David did, whofe words they are. 

* I remember 
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‘ I remember the words of our great Lord and 
* Mafter Jelus, when he fent forth his fervants to 
c preach his word and gol'pel; I fend you forth as 
‘ lambs among wolves. No queftion but you, like 
* innocent lambs, before your return, if it pleafe 
* God to give you to us again, may meet with the 
‘ wolves fpirit, or the fpirit of the bead, in fome 
c or others among whom you may travail j then will 
* the counfel of Chrift, added to his commiffion, be 
‘ good for you to keep clofe to •, Be ye wife as fer- 
‘ pents, but innocent or harmlels as doves. 

‘ And, dear maidens, I look upon it as yourcrofs 
c is great, you being two innocent, chafte young 
* women, to give up your names to crofs the fea, 
c which I know is a great crofs to a chafte woman, 
‘ or man either, the feamen, too generally, bein°- 
c rude, difi'olute people; fo your crown will be 
‘ great alfo. I have known that by keeping near to 
‘ Chrift, and his truth and power, there hath been 
* a wonderful reformation divers times in feveral 
* of thofe rude feamen; and fome have been fo far 
‘ convinced, as to be exceedingly kind, and to fpeak 
‘ well of Friends and their convention, when it has 
‘ been coupled with the fear and wifdom of God, 
‘ When I have gone to fea, I always found a reli- 
4 gious and Chriftian concern upon me, for the poor 
4 failors, the good effedts of which, have been much 
4 more than I may fpeak of; but give this little hint 
‘ for your encouragement and information. 

‘ Well, dear fouls, if you go, I believe the Lord 
< will go with you ; and fure I am, that my fpirit 
‘ will go along with you, which will not hurt you, if 
4 it do you no good. And although my exercifes 
‘ and tribulations of late have been very great, both 
4 fpiritual and natural, yet my very heart within me 
4 affedts the caufe of Chrift, according to the beft of 
4 my underftanding; and I heartily wifh well to all 
4 my fellow-labourers, who are faithful, painful fer- 

4 vants 
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6 vants of Chrift, and difinterefted, except as to the 
f intereft which they defire in Chrift and his king- 
c dom, for the fake of which, they love not their 
c lives unto death* 

c I muft now take leave, after putting you in mind 
c of remembering me, your poor friend and brother, 

* when before the throne you are fupplicating the 
6 Father of mercies in fecret, even as my heart is 
c tenderly bowed and broken into tears on your be- 
4 half at this time. The Lord be with you, and 
c fandify the prefent exercife and concern that is 
c upon you, and you to himfelf, with all the faithful 
c lovers and followers of the Lamb, through his 
4 word, whole word is truth. I am your friend and 
4 brother, in the fellowfhip of the gofpel of Chrift 
4 Jefus our great Lord and good matter; and blef- 
4 fed are all thofe, who by their fearing to offend 
c him, manifeft him to be their Matter, and by their 
c honouring him, manifeft him to be their Lord. 

r. chalkley: 

In the twelfth month I went to the quarterly-meet¬ 
ing of Friends, held at Providence, for Chefter county, 
for difcipline and worth io; which meeting was 

X A. O 

large, and a concern came upon Friends at that 
meeting to fupprefs excels in eating and drinking, 
and great entertainments at marriages and funerals, 
and lpending time idly in tippling houfes; as alio 
in feveral other things for the well-ordering our lo- 
ciety, in which appeared great love and unanimity < 
The people were reminded of God’s love to them in 
this land, and many favours were recounted to them, 
which he had favoured the inhabitants of the land 
with, which were very lingular, and that he expeded 
they fhould bring forth fruits that might be anfwer- 
able to the labours of love, which the Lord had be¬ 
llowed upon them. 

About 

itic-t 
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About this time I had it in my mind to write to 
one who was conlcientioufly concerned to preach the 
gofpel of Chrift, but was under great exercifc oa 
that occafion. 

C 

c 

c 

« 

c 

c 

Frankfort, 24th of the twelfth month, 1724* 

My Friend, 

M N C E I lafl law thee, and converfed with thee, 
thou haft often been in my mind, and thy ex- 

erci!e has come before me ; and not having an op¬ 
portunity to converie.with thee perfonaily, I take 
this way of communicating my mind, hoping in 
Chrift thou wilt reap fome fatisfaftion and advan¬ 
tage thereby. I think I know thou art concerned 
for Chrift s caufc, as alio was that eminent minifter 
Apollos, yet was inftrufted more perfeftiy by good 
Aquila and Prifcilla. The fuhjeft on which i have 
it in my mind to write to thee, is the miniftry of 
the gofpel of Chrift Jefus, which I believe to be 
very different from that which it is generally taken 
for, in moft parts of the world, by many profeffin^* 

f Chriftianity. Firft, The greateft part of Chriften- 
ciom, iO called, calls and elefts their minifters 
themfelves, and will not call them unlels they have 

c fchool-learning, although Chrift called and chofe 
6 unlearned men, as to that fort of learning, and the 
c apofties were called. Not according to The will of 

man, but by the revelation of Chrift Jefus. And 
c Chrift thanked his Father, that he had revealed the 

myftenes of his kingdom to babes and fucklings. 
And the wife Jews (the Scribes and Pharifees) ad- 
mireii at the apolcies, who io wonderfully preach¬ 
ed Chi iit, and were lo wonderfully carried forth in 
then miniftry, and yet few of them were men of 

^ learning; fo that the call, election, and wages-of 
Cnrift s minifters, is fpiritual, and not cam at, and 

c therefore their miniftry is with divine life and 

c power. 
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4 power, by which they are qualified for this fervjce 
4 without either ftudy or premeditation : though it 
c is not denied, that Chrift may fhew a minifter be- 
c fore-hand, what he fhall, or is to fpeak, at fuch a 
c time or place, as he may fee meet; but that ftudy. 
4 ing or writing fermons, and afterwards preaching, 
4 or rather reading them to the people, was, or is, the 
4 practice of the true minifters of Jefus, our great 
4 Lord and Matter, is denied; of which, I do be- 
c lieve, thou haft: a real fenfe. 

4 I fhajl impart to thee fomething of my own ex- 
c perience for thy edification in this great work, viz. 
4 As in the work of converfion, or regeneration, 
4 there is a growth and increafe from the ftate of a 
4 child to that of a man in Chrift, fo in the work of 
4 the miniftry, or preaching the gofpel, there is alfo 
4 a growth from a babe to an able minifter; in all 
4 which, the power and grace of the holy Spirit mutt: 
4 be our guide, our help, and fupport, keeping 
4 clofe to which, we {hall increafe in divine wifdom 
4 and found judgment, and our hearts and under- 
4 {landings will be more and more opened and en~ 
4 larged. The apoftle Paul faid, When I was a 
4 child, I fpake as a child, underftood as a child, 
4 and thought as a child; and yet he was an excel- 
4 lent child of God, and minifter of Chrift; and as 
4 he grew in his gift, and Chuft’s grace, he became 
4 a wonderful, lerviceable inftrument in the hand 
4 of God. Now a child’s ftate in the miniftry is too 
4 much overlooked by many, fome thinking to be 
4 men as foon as they are brought forth into the 
4 miniftry; and, according to my obfervation, di- 
4 vers have been at a lofs, and forne quite loft, for 
4 want of a patient continuing in well-doing; and 
4 not waiting to feel a growth and increafe from 
4 above, have gone on in their own ftrength and 
4 will, perhaps againft the advice and inftrucliort 
4 of a found and honeft Aquila and Prifcilia, and 

4 have 
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f have been hurt; and fome, who had received a 
s gift, have had that fame gift taken from them, 
s even by the Lord who gave it them. 

1 As I take it, a true minifter of Chrift, is to take 
c no thought what to fay, but it will be given him in 
‘ the fame hour that which he fhould fpeak to the 
‘ people (that is, in a general way) and if it is not 
c given from above, I believe he or fhe ought to be 
‘ filent; for they receive freely, if they do receive 
‘ any thing from Chrift, and lb they ought freely to 
c adminifter; and where little is given, little is re- 
‘ quired, all which is plain from Chrift’s own words 
* in the New Teftament; and Chrift’s crofs is to be 
* taken up by his minifters in their preaching, as 
c well as in their converfation. 

‘ It is a practice which the holy fcriptures have 
‘ not acquainted us with, that the minifters of Chrift 
c fhould take a verfe, or line, out of the holy fcrip- 
‘ Cures, and write, or ftudy before hand, a difcourfe 
‘ on it, and preach it, or rather read it, to the peo- 
‘ pie. The holy men of old ( as we read both in 
c the Old and New Teftament j fpoke as they were 
f moved by the holy Ghoft, and by it they were 
t gifted for the convincing, converting, and reform- 
c ing the world and for comforting and edifying of 
c the faints *, quite contrary to the latter practice of 
c modern reading divines, who difpute, write, and 
c preacn againft the immediate and divine revelation 
c of the Spirit of Chrift, and therefore cannot be of 
6 his minifters, but rnuft be the minifters of anti- 

chrift, and minifters of the letter, and not of the 
Spirit of Chrift, or of his gofpel. And where the 

| aP°ftle fays, W hen I was a child* I fpake as a 
child, I take him to point at the being brought 

( forth newly into the work of the miniftry, as well 
c as the work of converfion, and that he ufeth thofe 
c expreftions by way of comparifon, and therefore 1 
' compare it thus; A child when it firft begins or 
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4 ventures to fpeak, he fpeaks but a few words, and 
4 thofe Hammering iometimes, and its judgment is 
4 weak, and mult be put upon fpeaking by his 
4 father over and over, if he be a backward child $ 
c otherwife, if he be forward, and fpeaks too much, 
c he is curbed by a wife father. And thus, accord- 
4 ing to my observation, it hath pleafed our hea~ 
4 venly Father to inftrudt his children in the miniftry, 
4 and as a child in Chrift, I would fpeak a little of 
4 my experience unto the child, or children of God. 
4 When I firft felt a neceffity on me to preach the 
4 gofpel, I had but a few Sentences to deliver, in 
4 great fear and tendernefs, with fome trembling, 
4 with which my brethren were generally latisfied 
4 and edified ; and after fome time I felt a concern 
4 to preach the gofpel in other countries, and to other 
4 nations (than that in which I was born) which to 
4 me was a very great crofs; but feeling the woe of 
4 the Lord to follow me in not giving up to it, I in 
c fome time took that crofs up, for Chrift’s fake and 
4 the gofpel’s. And in taking it up, I experienced 
4 the truth of the apoftle’s dodtrine, That the gofpel 
c of Chrift is the power of God unto falvation, to 
c every one that believeth, Rom. i. 16. Thus through 
4 a continual labour and lpiritual travail,! witnefted 
4 a growth in experience, and an enlargement in 
c expreflions and heavenly dodtrine ; and my heart 
4 was mightily enlarged to run the ways of God’s 
4 commandments, and divers were convinced, and 
4 fome, I hope, thoroughly converted, and many 
4 comforted, and God, through the miniftry of his 
c dear Son, glorified, who is thereof only worthy for 
4 ever. 

4 In all which I have nothing to boaft of nor 
4 glory in, faving in the crofs of Chrift; for what is 
4 Paul, or Apolios, or Cephas, but inftruments ? (I 
4 would not be underftood to compare with thofe 
c apoftles, but to endeavour to follow them as they 

4 followed 
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4 followed Chrift;). Chrift: is All in all: He is the 
4 great Teacher of teachers, and the higheft School- 
4 mailer of all. And he lays. He that will be my 
4 difciple, rnuit firft deny himfelf, and take up his 
4 crofs, and follow me. 

4 We do not: find any where in the New Tefta- 
c ment, that Ch rift’s mini iters or meffengers were 
* only co fpeak or preach to one meeting of people, 
6 or that they were called or hired by men ; for 
4 then it would have been neccffary man fhould 
4 pay them ; but Chrift fays. Freely you have re- 
4 ceived, freely give; and go forth, &c. Matt. xxviii. 
c 19, 20. 

* And, my friend, I find to this day that it is Fife 
4 for me when I am rniniftring to the people ; when 
4 the fpring of divine life and power, (from which 
4 found truths and edifying matter fprings and flows 
4 into the heart or underftanding) abates or flops, 
4 to ftop with it, and fit down, and not to arife, or 
4 fpeak publicly to the people, without fome fpiri- 
c tual impulfe or moving, and openings. 

4 I would have this taken no otherwife, but as one 
4 friend and brother opening their ilar.es and condi- 
c tion to another for edification, and the ftrengthen- 
4 ing each other in Chrift. And as I fear left I 
4 fhould exceed the bounds of a letter, therefore fhall 
4 conclude, thy real friend in jefus Chrift, 

4 T. CHALK LEYA 

The 25th of the twelfth month I was at the bu¬ 
rial of the wife of Randal Spikeman. It being our 
fifth-day meeting, divers lober people were there 
not of our periuafion, and 1 was drawn forth to fpeak 
to the people of the death of Chrift and his merits, 
and to fhewthem that there is no merit in the works 
of man, as he is man, or in a formal righteoufnefs 
or holinefs. 

K 2 In 
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In our yearly-meeting at Burlington, it was agreed 
that the families of friends fhould be vifited, and 
foon after our monthly-meeting appointed me, with 
other friends, to vifit the families of friends of our 
meeting; in which vifitation many were comforted 
and edified, both youth and aged; and we could 
truly fay, that the power and grace of God, and the 
fweet love of Chrift accompanied us from houfe to 

JL 

houfe, to our mutual comfort; and we were fo ex¬ 
traordinarily opened and guided to fpeak to the dates 
of the people in their families (that were unknown 
and ftrangers to us) that fometimes fome of them 
were ready to think that we {poke by information, 
when in truth we were clear of any fuch thing, and 
only fpoke from what was immediately given to us, 
without any information from man or woman; which 
to us was fometimes very wonderful, and caufed us 
to praife the great name of the Lord. 

In the firft month, the general-meeting at Phila¬ 
delphia was a folid, good meeting, and ended in a 
fenfe of grace and truth, which comes by Jefus 
Chrift. Next day, being our week-day-meeting, 
our dear friends, Elizabeth Levis and Jane Fenn> 
took leave of us, they intending for the iiland of 
Barbadoes; and it was fuch a parting meeting, that 
will not foon be forgotten by fome of us then 
prefent. 

After this meeting I went to Burlington, to vifit 
one that was fick, and under fome trouble of mind 
for going aftray, and greatly defired to come into 
the right way; with whom I had a good, feafonable 
meeting to her comfort, and my own fatisfadtion. 
Upon this vifit I would remark, that it is a great 
pity, that youth, when in health and ftrength, fhould 
put off the work of their falvation, and forget the 
Moft High, till either ficknefs or death overtake 
them. And then, Oh! the bitter piercing cries 
and groans, and terrible agonies the foul is in, 

which 



THOMAS CHALK LEY, 149 

which, by timely repentance, and amendment of 
life, might be avoided. 

I was afterwards at meetings at Philadelphia, Me¬ 
rton, German-Towny &c. and had fome lervice and 
fatisfadtion therein. And on the ad of the fecond 
month, 1725, the Friend whom I vifited, as above, 
was buried, and the relations of the deceafed fent for 
me to the burial. The perfon being well-beloved, 
there was a large appearance of people of divers per- 
fuafions, and we had an opportunity at this funeral 
to exhort the people to live fo as that they might 
die well; and that the way to die in the favour of 
God, was to live in his fear: and charity to thofe 
who diffent from one another, was preffingly re¬ 
commended from the apoflie’s words, that, cc If 
cc we had faith to remove mountains, and to give 
cc all our goods to the poor, and our bodies to be 
cc burned, yet if we wanted charity, we were but 
cc like founding brafs, and a tinkling cymbal,” 
1 Cor. xiii. 1, 2, 3. And alfo our belief of the doc¬ 
trine of the refurrection of the dead was aliened, in 
contradiction to that grofs calumny caft on our fo- 
ciety of denying it. 

The latter end of the fecond month, I was at a 
marriage at Horjham (at which was prefent William 
Keith, our Governor) and I was concerned to fpeak 
of the end of that great ordinance, and of the happi- 
nefs of thofe married perfons who fulfil the covenants 
thev make in marriage, and what ftrength and com- 
fort the man is to the woman, and the woman to the 
man, when they keep their covenants, and that they 
are the contrary when they break them. And I alfo 
opened the methods prescribed by our difcipline, to 
be obferved in marriages, and our care to prevent 
any clandeftine marriages amongft us. After this 
meeting l returned home without going to the mar¬ 
riage-dinner, as 1 generally avoided fuch entertain¬ 
ments as much as I could, having no life in, or lik- 
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ing to them, being fenfible that great companies 
and preparations at weddings were growing incon¬ 
veniences among us, the which I was confcientiouflv 
concerned to diicourage. And a few days after my 
return home, at our meeting at Frankfort, I was 
concerned particularly to exhort Friends to keep to 
plainnefs in language, drefs, &c. according to the 
examples given us in the holy fcriptures, particu¬ 
larly that of Daniel and his companions; and to 
caution againft vain and indecent fafhions, which 
with concern 1 have obferved to prevail too much 
among fome who make profeftion with us. 

In this fecond month I went to the yearly-meet¬ 
ing of Friends at Salem, and by the way had two 
meetings at Woodberry-Creek. At Salem we had 
a large meeting, and our gracious Lord was with 
us, to the bowing many hearts before him, and 
many teftimonies were given of the goodnefs, love, 
mercy, and the grace of God, and his dear Son our 
Lord Jefus Chrift. From Salem we travelled to jll- 
loway s-Creek and Cohanjy, and from thence to Elfin- 
burgh, and ferried over the river Delaware, with our 
hories, to George’s-Creek, and had meetings at all 
thofe places. At George’s-Creek, one, not a Friend, 
came to me after meeting, and faid, c he thanked me 
* for my advice and counfel;’ and feemed heartily 
affedled with the doftrine of Chrift. From George’s- 
Creek we travelled to Nottingham, and had a large 
meeting on a firft-day, and another very large on 
the fecond-day, where were many people of divers 
perfuafions. The houfe could not contain us, lb 
that we met in an orchard. A folid meeting it was! 
wherein the mighty power of the Creator was de¬ 
clared of, as alfo the divinity of Chrift, and his man¬ 
hood ; and the people were exhorted to be careful 
of forming any perfonal ideas of the Almighty; for 
the holy fcriptures do plainly manifeft, that God is 
a wonderful, infinite, eternal fpiric, and therefore is 

to 
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to be worfhipped in fpirit and in truth, and outward 
reprefentations of the Lord Jehovah, borders too 
much on idolatry. Pretty much was delivered oil 
that head ; and I was told after meeting, that divers 
Papijls were there, though I knew nothing of it. 
From Nottingham I went to Newcaflle, and had a 
meeting there, and then vifited a fick Friend, with 
which he exprefted much fatisfattion; and then went 
on to Center, Kennet, and Marlborough, and fo to the 
monthly meeting at New-Garden, where we had a 
large, open meeting, wherein were fhewn, that 
thofe who meddled with our difcipline, in the will, 
nature, fpirit, and wifdom of man only, could do 
but little fervice; and that our difcipline, as alfo 
our worfhip and miniftry, ought to be performed in 
the wifdom and power of God, through the grace 
andSpirit of Chrift.—From New-Garden we went to 
Birmingham, had a large meeting, and I was much 
drawn forth to the youth, of whom many were 
there. From Birmingham we went to the quarterly¬ 
meeting for difcipline and worfhip at Concord, in 
Chefter-Countyy which was larger than I had ever feen 
there before. In the quarterly-meeting of difci¬ 
pline, Friends were exhorted to keep to the crofs of 
Chrift, and to fpeak to matters in the fear of God, 
and to avoid and fhun, as much as in them lay, felf- 
will, humour, pride, and paffion; fhewing that the 
rough, crooked, unhewn, unpolifhed nature of man, 
could never work the righteoufnefs of God, and is 
contrary to the meek, felf-denying life of Jefus. 
John Salkeld, and Jacob1 Howell, then fignified that 
they were going to vifit Friends in Long-IJland and 
Rhode-IJland; the fenfe of the call, labour, and work 
of the miniftry of the gofpel, and of the love of 
Chrift (in the freenefs of it) to mankind, took fome 
good hold on divers in that meeting; and the great 
name of God, and his dear Son, through the holy 
Spirit, was glorified. 

K 4 From 
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From this meeting I came home, having been out 
on this journey near three weeks, at twenty meet¬ 
ings, and travelled more than 200 miles, and found 
my wife and children in health, and we rejoiced to 
fee each other; but my rejoicing was in fear, even 
almoft to trembling, left I fhould be too much lifted 
up when things were agreeable to me. 

After my return home, I went to feveral neigh¬ 
bouring meetings; and on a fifth-day was at Phila¬ 
delphia, at the marriage of Richard Smith and Eliza¬ 
beth Powell. The meeting was large, and the mar- 
riage ioiemnly celebrated; and the^people were ear- 
neftly intreated to love Chrift above all, and to ma- 
nifeli that love by keeping his commandments, and 
that not in Ihew or word only, but in the heart and 
alfeftions. 

About the latter end of the third month, I went 
to the quarterly-meeting of minifters and elders for 
the county o! Burlington-, and from thence to Stony- 
jprcok; where, on a firft-day, we had a large meeting, 
in Jofep’b Worth's barn, which was crowded with 
people, and was a folid, good meeting. From Stony- 
Brook I went to Crojwicks, and was at their youths 
meeting, which was the largeft I had ever leen in 
that place. I told them that they might fay as the 
fons ot the prophets did. That the place was too 
ftraight for them, and advifed them to enlarge it. 
I was glad to fee fuch a large appearance of fober 
people, and fo great an increafe of youth, in this 
wiidernefs of America, and exhorted them to live in 
the rear of God, that his blefiings might ftill be con¬ 
tinued to them; and an exerciie was on my mind 
for the v/elfare of the young people, to Ihew them 
the dangerof fin and vanity, and of keeping ill com¬ 
pany, and following bad counfel; and that the young 
king Relooboam (Solomon's fon) loft the greateft part 
or his father’s kingdom, by following the company 
and counfel of vain young men; and that many 

young 
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young men in this age had loft and lpent the eflates 
their fathers had left them by the like conduct, and 
brought themfelves to ruin, and their families to 
poverty and want. Divers lively teflimonies were 
delivered in this meeting, and it ended with adora¬ 
tion and praife of Almighty God ; and though the 
meeting held more than four hours, the people did 
not feem willing to go away when it was over : for 
indeed it was a folid, good meeting. The bufinefs 
of the quarterly-meeting was carried on in peace 
and love (that being the mark the difciples of Jefus 
were to be known by) and Friends were exhorted 
with a great deal of tendernefs to keep that mark. 

In this journey I travelled about ninety miles, and 
was at four meetings, being from home four days, 
and was much fatisfied in my journey but met with 
fome exercife when I came home, hearing of fome 
Ioffes and damage to my eftate; fo that I found 
after I had, according to my beft endeavours, done 
the will of God, I had need of patience, that I might 
receive the promife. 1 was fenfible of the meffenger 
of Satan, the thorn in the flefn, which the apoftle 
fpeaks of. 

About this time a loving friend of mine informed 
me, that one whom I very v/ell knew in Barbadoes, 
a minifter of our fociety, had gone into an open re¬ 
paration, fo as to keep meetings feparate from his 
brethren, and contrary to their advice. I was con¬ 
cerned in love to write a few lines to him, to remind 
him of the unhappy date and end of fuch, who, not- 
withftanding the brotherly love and kind treatment 
of Friends, had ieparated from us; and lofing the 
fenfe of truth, v/hich had made them ferviceable in 
tne church, were a&uated by a rending, dividing fpL 
rit, by which the enemy of our happinefs had fo far 
obtained his end, as to make fome difturbance for 
a time; but tew, if any, of thefe feparifts, have had 
further power than to promote and maintain their 

feparate 
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feparate meetings during their own lives; fuch 
meetings having, in every inftance I have known 
except one, and that lafted not long, dropped on 
the death of the founders. And though we think 
it our duty to teftify againft, and difovvn, all fuch; 
yet this difowning is only until the perfons offend¬ 
ing, from a real fenfe of, and forrow for, their faults, 
acknowledge and condemn the fame; then the arms 
of Chrift, and of his church, are open to receive and 
embrace them. I therefore earneftly befought him 
to confider the danger of offending any who love 
and believe in Chrift, though never fo little in their 
own or other mens efteem; for we cannot have 
true peace in departing from the pure love of God, 
his truth, and people; to which I added the follow¬ 
ing fentences out of the New Teftament. 

1. “ By this Hi all all men know that ye are my 
cc difciples, if ye have love one to another,” John 
xiii. 35.-Don’t lofe this mark. 

2. “ We know that we have paffed from death 
ce unto life, becaufe we love the brethren. He 
cc that loveth not his brother, abideth in death.” 
1 John iii. 14. 

3. cc He that loveth not, knoweth not God; for 
cc God is love,” iv. 8. 

4. “ He that dwelleth in love, dwelleth in God, 
<c and Godin him,” — 16, 

About the latter end of the fourth month I was at 
a meeting at Abingdon, occafioned by a burial: and 
in the beginning of the fifth month, I was at a mar¬ 
riage in Philadelphia; and was loon after, on the 
firft-day, at two meetings at German-Town, where 
I went to vifit a Friend, who had not for fome 
months been at meeting, being in a difconfolate 
condition. I invited her to meeting, where the love 
and goodnefs of Chrift to the poor in fpirit was 
largely manifefted; and the Friend after meeting 
faid Die was better, and afterwards recovered, and 

kept 
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kept to meetings. I was frequently at the week¬ 
day meetings at Philadelphia •, for 1 thought that 
week, not well fpent, in which I could not get to 
week-day meetings, if 1 was in health. 

In this month I was at the burial of George Calvert, 
who was one of a fober life, and juft converiation; 
and being well-beloved by his neighbours, he left a 
good report behind him. Soon after which I was 
at Merion meeting, which was large and folid: The 
people were tenderly exhorted, that neither outward 
favours, nor 1 pi ritual bleffings, might make them 
grow forgetful of God; but that in the fenfe of the 
increafe and enjoyment thereof, they might be the 
more humble; and forafmuch as the Chriftian church 
in former ages was corrupted by temporal riches and 
power, it was intimated, that as we had favour 
Ihewn us from the government, and increafe of out¬ 
ward things, we fhould be very careful not to abufe 
thofe privileges, by growing proud and wanton, or 
envious and quarrelfome ; but fc to dojuftly, love 
“ mercy, and walk humbly with God/’ 

In this month I was at Middletown, in Bucks 
county, at the burial of my dear and intimate friend, 
John Rutlidge, who died very fuddenly; at which 
burial there were above iooo people. He was well- 
beloved among his neighbours, and was a ferviceable 
man where he lived. I admired to fee fuch a num¬ 
ber of people upon fo fhort notice, he dying one day 
in the afternoon, and being buried the day follow¬ 
ing: D ivers teftimonies were borne concerning the 
wonderful works and ways of God. It was aYolid 
bowing time, wherein many hearts were broken, 
and melted into tendernels. After meeting, a 

O 7 

young man came to me trembling, and begged 
that I would pray for him, for he had fpent too 
much of his time in vanity, and 
vidtions on him for it, and had been greatly afFedt- 
ed and wrought upon that day. I exhorted him to 
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deny himfelf, and to take up his crofs and to follow 
Chrift, who hath laid, He would in no wife call off 
thofe who came to him in true faith. He went 
from me very tender and loving, being broken in 

is Ipint. 

From thence I went to Gwynnedd, or North-Wales, 
where on the firft-day of the week we had a very large 
meeting. In the morning of the day, a voice awoke 
me, which cried aloud, laying, Rewards and 

PUNISHMENT FOR WELL AND EVIL DOINGS ARE SEAL¬ 

ED AS AN ETERNAL DECREE IN HEAVEN, which Con¬ 
firmed me that mankind were happy or unhappy in 
that world which is to come, according to their 
deeds in this life. If their deeds be good, as Chrift 
faid, their fentence will be, cc Come ye bleffed •” 
if their deeds be evil, “ Depart from me all ye that 
<c work iniquity, and go ye curbed,’5 &c. “ And, 
<c if thou doft well, {halt thou not be accepted ? 
€c and if thou doft not well, fin lieth at the door.’5 
And again, fc I have no pleafure in the death of the 
<c wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way 
ci and lived’ Thefe, with many more texts of the 
fame nature, contained in the holy fcriptures, are 
contrary to the dodtrine of perfonal election and re¬ 
probation, as fome hold it. We had a meeting alio 
in the afternoon of the fame day, which was fatis- 
fadtory to many; our hearts being filled with the 
love of God, for which we thankfully praifed him. 
The next day we had a meeting of minifters, in 
which they were exhorted to wait for the gift of the 
holy Ghoft, without which there can be no true mi- 
nifter or miniftry. I was concerned to put them in 
mind to keep clofe to Chrift, their holy, fure guide 
and bifhop; to be cautious of going before, left 
they fhould mifs their wav; and of flaying too far 
behind, for fear we fhould lofe our guide: and to be 
careful to keep a confidence void of offence to¬ 
wards God, and alio towards man; that we might 

fay 
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fay to the people truly, Follow us, as we follow 
Chrift; that our converfation might confirm and 
not contradidt our dodtrine*, for our Saviour fays, 
fC By their fruits ye fhall know them*, men do not 
cc gather grapes of thorns,” &c. And of fuch as 
fay, and do not, he charged his followers not to he 
like them, Matt. xxiii. 3. The next day we had an¬ 
other very large meeting there, in which many 
things were opened and declared, tending to efta- 
blifh and build us up in our faith in Chrift. After 
this meeting, parting with my friend John Cad- 
wallader, who had accompanied me, I came home¬ 
ward, lodging that night at Morris Morris's, whofe 
wife was very weakly, with whom we had a tender 
time. 

The 9th of the fifth month I was at the general¬ 
meeting at German-Town, which was a large and 
good meeting. Going home, I went to fee Richard 
Buzby, who was not well: he laid the company of 
his friends revived him. Next day I went to vifit 
Jane Breintnall, who was feized with the dead palfy 
on one fide; and the Lord was pleafed to comfort 
us together, as fhe expreffed to our mutual fatis- 
faction. 

On the 30th of the faid month was our quarterly¬ 
meeting of minifters at Philadelphia, where humble 
walking with God was recommended and prayed for, 
and it was defired that miniflers might be exemplary 
therein, having Chrift for their pattern. 

' On the firft of the fixth month, I was at our 
meeting at Frankfort, which was a dull meeting to 
me and divers others *, a lively exercife of fpirit be¬ 
ing too much wanting among many, and clofe walk¬ 
ing with God in converfation. If we would really 
enjoy the love and prefence of Chrift in our reli¬ 
gious meetings, we ought to keep near to him 
in our daily converfation, which that we might 
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do, was humbly defired in fupplication and prayer 
to God. 

The young man who came to me under great 
concern of mind after the funeral of John Rutlidge, 
wrote to me that he was followed with the judg¬ 
ments of God for his manifold tranfgreffions, defir¬ 
ing that I would pray for him. In anfwer to his 
letter, I wrote him to the following effect: 

Frankfort, 7th of the fixth month, 1725. 

— ' 
* ^ i^HINE from Burlington of the 26th of the fifth 

■ month I received, by which I perceive the 
4 hand of the Almighty hath been upon thee for thy 
4 vanity and folly •, and I defire that thou may be 
4 very careful to keep dole to that hand, and do not 
c go from under it, but mind the light of Chrift 
4 that hath dilcovered God to be great and good* 
4 and his dear Son to be thy Saviour, and fin and 
4 Satan to be evil*, which evil, if thou follows it, 
4 will certainly bring thee to deftruftion and eter- 
4 nal woe: but if thou follows Chrift, and walks ac- 
4 cording to that light by which he hath mam felted 
4 fin to be exceeding finful, in his time, as thou 
4 waits in patience, he will bring thee through his 
4 righteous judgments unto victory. 

4 Wait, O wait in patience upon God, if it be all 
4 thy days! I will bear the indignation of the Lord, 
4 becaufe I have finned againft him, laid the pro- 
4 phet Micah. Again, All the days of my appointed 
4 time will I wait till my change comes, fays Job. 

4 Thou art young in years, and young in experi- 
4 ence in the work of grace, wherefore advife with 
4 folid good men, if thou meets with inward or out- 
4 ward ftraits and difficulties, for the enemy will not 
4 eafily let go his hold which he hath had of thee; 
4 therefore walk circumfpe&ly, and fhun evil com- 

4 pany. 
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€ pany. As to praying in a form of words, without 
€ the Spirit helps, in order to open them according 
4 to thy ftate and condition, that will not avail: 
4 A figh or a groan, through the help of the Spirit, 
4 is much more acceptable to God, than any forms 
4 without it. 

4 That in the Lord’s time thou mayeft enjoy the 
4 reward of peace, is the defire of thy friend, 

£ T. CHALKLEY/ 

The young man took this counfel well, and kept 
to meetings, and behaved loberly for a time, but 
afterwards ran out, kept bad company, took to 
drink ing to excels, ran himfelfin debt, and at length 
into a gaol; which hath been the unhappy cafe of 
many unitable youths, who, “When they knew God, 
“ they glorified him not as God, neither were thank- 
“ ful, but became vain in their imaginations, and 
“ their foolifh hearts became darkened.” 

In this month I was at Bybury and Abingdon meet¬ 
ings, in which we were favoured with the immedi¬ 
ate power and prefence of Chrift, to our great com¬ 
fort and edification, the vifitation of divine love to 
the youth having a good effed on fome of them; 
and the latter meeting ended with praife to the Al¬ 
mighty, after fupplications for all men, from our 
king on the throne to the meaneft of his fubjeds. 

In my travels I met with a perfon who queried of 
me, how he fliould know which lbciety had molt of 
the holy Spirit, fince molt of the profelfors of Chrift 
do believe in the holy Ghoft, or Spirit. 

lo whom 1 made the following anlvver, viz. 
Let the rule ol Chrift determine this queition; 

he lays, “ By their fruits ve fhall know them : Do 
“ men gather grapes ot thorns, or figs of thirties ?” 
Mat. vii. j6. The fruits then of the fpiritof Chrift 
are love, faith, hope, patience, humility, temper¬ 

ance, 
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ance, godlinefs, brotherly-kindnefs, and charityi 
with all manner of virtue. Therefore the fociety 
of Chriftians, who brings forth moft of the fruits 
of the holy Spirit, confequently have moft of Chrift’s 
grace and Spirit. But fome objed and fay, We will 
not believe that any fociety have the holy Ghoft now, 
or the immediate revelation or infpiration of the 
Spirit, unlefs they work miracles. To which it is 
anfwered. That right reformation from fin, and true 
faith in Chrift, cannot be wrought without a mira¬ 
cle ; neither can we bring forth the fruits of the 
Spirit without the miraculous power of Chrift.— 
Men by nature bring forth the works of nature, and 
that which is contrary to nature is miraculous. Sin 
is natural, but divine holinefs, or the righteoufnefs 
of Chrift, wrought in man, is fpiritual, fupernatural, 
and miraculous. And as to natural men, that are 
in a ftate of nature, feeing outward miracles, if they 
will not, nor do not believe what is written in the 
holy feriptures of the Old and New Teftament, 
neither will they believe, although one were to rife 
from the dead. Notwithftanding Chrift wrought 
outward miracles, and did the works which none 
other could do; though he cured all manner of 
difeafes, and fed many thoufands with a few loaves, 
and a few fmall fifties, and what remained, when all 
had eaten, was more than there was at firft; though 
he raifed the dead, and himfelf arofe from the 
dead, yet few, but very few, believed in him, fo as 
truly to follow him. His birth, his life, his doc¬ 
trines, his death, his refurredlion, are all miracu¬ 
lous : and fince ail this was done in the perfon of 
Chrift, and at the firft publication of his religion 
to men, there is now no abfolute neceffity of out¬ 
ward miracles, though his power is the fame now 
as ever: but he faid to his difciples, “ He that 
iC believeth on me, the works that I do fhall he 
“ do alfo, and greater works than thefe fhall he 

“ do,” 

* ;Vv 
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* do,’ John xiv. 12. Upon which IV. Dell fays. 
This mull be underftood in relation to fin ; for Chrift 
had no fin in himfelf to overcome, but we all have 
finned, and to overcome fin is the greateft of mira¬ 
cles. This will try the notional or nominal Chrif- 
tian, who fays, We can never overcome fin in this 
world. Where then is our faith in the Son of God, 
who for this purpole was manifefted, that he might 
deftroy the works of the Devil, John iii. 8. Heb. ii. 
I4- 

Therefore let not Chrifcians be flow of heart to be¬ 
lieve in the glorious gofpel of Chrift ; and if we truly 
believe therein, and live in the practice of his doc¬ 
trine, we fhall fee miracles enough to fatisfy us for 
ever. 

The 16th of the fixth month I was at the weekly¬ 
meeting at Frankfort, which, though a fmall meet¬ 
ing, was fweet, reviving, and comfortable, to fome 
of us; fo that we had a fufficient reward for leaving 
our bufinefs, it being the time of our hay harveft. 
Week-day-meetings are much negledted by many, 
more is the pity. The apoftle’s advice is necef- 
fary for men in our age, even of profefted Chrif- 
tians, viz, “ Let us confider one another to provoke 
“ unto love and good works, not forfaking the af- 
<c fembling yourfelves together, as the manner of 
*c fome is,3> Heb. x. 24, 25. 

The 23d of the fixth month, my cart-wheel, 
being iron-bound, ran over me, and my horfe 
kicked me on my head; the wheel put my fhoulder 
out, and the horfe wounded my head, lb that the 
fcull was bare, and my leg was lorely bruifed; 
the fame day Dr. Owen and Dr. Graham, with the 
help of two of our neighbours, fet my fhoulder 
and dreffed my wounds •, and the Lord was fo 
merciful to me, that the next day I was enabled to 
write this memorandum of this wonderful deliver¬ 
ance and fpeedy cure, for which, added to the many I 

L have 
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have received from his gracious hand, I have ocea- 
fion to be truly thankful: I was obliged to keep at 
home lome time, and thought it long, becaufe I 
could not go to meetings as ufual; but many Friends 
came to fee me, which was a comfort to me. One 
day upwards of thirty perfons came from feveral 
parts of the country to fee how I did, and were glad 
I was like to recover. The day before I was fo hurt, 
being the firft of the week, I was at meeting at 
Philadelphia-, and was concerned to fpeak of the un¬ 
certainty of life, and the many accidents we are in¬ 
cident to in thofe frail bodies, and exhorted Friends 
to live lo, that they might have a corifcience ferene, 
and clear of offence towards God and man, and then 
they might expect the comforts of the holy Ghoft, 
which in fuch feafons of difficulty, would be a great 
help and benefit to them, of which I had the fweet 
experience the next day, under great extremity of 
pain ; and though the pain of my body was fuch, 
that I could not for feveral nights take my natural 
reft, yet I had comfort through the fweet influence 
of the holy Spirit, which Chriit promifed his follow¬ 
ers, John xiv. 26. 

On the 18th of the feventh month, began our 
yearly-meeting at Philadelphia, which was large, and 
our Friends John Wanton and William Anthony, from 
Rhode-Tfiandj and Abigail Bowles, from Ireland, had 
good fervice therein. From this meeting an addrefh 
was lent to king George, for his royal favour to us as a 
fociety of people, in giving his affent to a law made 
in this province for preferring the forms of declara¬ 
tion, affirmation, &c. inftead of the forms hereto¬ 
fore uled. 

The beginning of the eighth month, being a lit¬ 
tle recovered from my hurt, I had a defire once 
more to fee my friends on the eaftern fhore of 
Maryland, at their general-meeting at Choptank, 
The firft day I fet out, I travelled about thirty miles* 
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and at night was very weary, being but weak in 
body, and I was almoft ready to faint in my mind 
about proceeding any further; but next day George 
Robinforiy at whofe houfe I lodged, offering to accom¬ 
pany me, we travelled about forty miles to Sajfafras 
river, and both of us, though much tired, were com¬ 
forted in each others company and converfation. 
On the next day we travelled near twenty miles to 
the general-meeting in Ccecil county in Maryland, 
where we met with two Friends from Rbode-ljland, 
and two from Pennsylvania> who were there on the 
like occafiOn. The meeting was large and quiet* 
many people being there not of our own fociety, and 
were very fober: the meeting held feveral days, 
wherein the gofpel-difpenfation was fet forth, and 
the love of God in Chrift was exalted. From 
Cacti we went to Chefter river, and had a meeting 
there, at which the people were exhorted to come 
to Chrift, the eternal rock, and true foundation, 
and to build their religion on him, againft whom the 
gates of hell can never prevail; and they were fo 
much affeded, that they did not feem forward to 
leave the houfe after the meeting was over. From 
Chtfter river we went to Tred-Haven, to the general* 
meeting of Friends for Maryland, which was very 
large; fome Friends from Pennfylvania and Virginia 
being alfo there, and many people of other focie- 
ties: many teftimonies were borne to the operation 
of Chrift by his Spirit in the foul, and Friends were 
earneftly defired to be diligent in reading the holy 
Scriptures, and to keep up the pradice of our whole- 
fome difcipline; by the negled of which, a door 
would be opened to loofe living, and undue liberties* 
FromTred-Haven we travelled into the Great-Foreft, 
between the bays of Cbejapeak and Delaware, and 
had a latisfadory meeting; as yet there was no pub- 
lick meeting houfe in th'is place, wherefore I told 
the people of the houfe, l was obliged to them for 
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the ufe of it; but they tenderly anfwered, they were 
more obliged to me for my kind vifiting of them % 
and truly we had a folid, good meeting there : the 
people being generally poor, they had but little no¬ 
tice taken of them by the money-loving teachers, 
who preach for hire. From the Foreji I went to 
Little Creek, in the territories of Pennsylvania^ where 
was a general-meeting for the counties of Newcaftle, 
Kent, and Sujfex. The meeting was large, and 
Friends parted in great love and tendernefs. And 
I went forward to Duck Creek, where we had a meet¬ 
ing; divers perfons of note being there, and all were 
quiet, and heard with attention. From Duck-Creek 
I went to George's-Creek, and had a meeting, where 
a man of a lober converfation, faid, That he never 
heard things fo fpoken to before; but that he could 
witnefs to the truth of all that was faid. It wras a 
good meeting before the conclufion ; but 1 was very 
low and poor in my fpirit in the beginning of it. 
From this place we fet forward to Newcaftle, where 
we had a meeting; it was the time of the fitting of 
the general affembly, and feveral members of the 
houfe were at meeting. The governor, who has 
from our fir ft acquaintance been very refpedtful to 
me, hearing that I was in town, fent to defire me to 
tarry all night in Newcaftle; but being engaged to 
a meeting over the rivers Chriftine and Brandywiney 
and it being near night, 1 could not fray, but went 
away that evening, and fent my love to him, defir¬ 
ing to be excufed. That night I lodged at John 
Richardfon’s, and next day went to George Robinfons 
at Newark, where we had a meeting on a firft-day, 
and on fecond day another at Providence; and went 
from thence to Derby, to vifit our worthy aged 
Friend Thomas Light foot, who lay very weak in body, 
none expedting his recovery; 1 called as I went 
from home, and then he was very ill, and told me, 
t He thought that illnefs would conclude his time 
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c in this world/ but laid, f that all was well;’ and 
likewife, c that he had a great concern upon his 
c mind for the growth and profperity of truth in the 
c earth/ and delired with tendernefs of fpirit, ‘ that 
c I would give his dear love to all friends / and he 
now faid, c I never thought to fee thee more, but 
« am glad to fee thee.’ i ftaid there all night, and 
in the morning we had a comfortable heart-melting 
time together, in which was revived the remem¬ 
brance of the many favourable feafons of God's love 
we had enjoyed in our- travels in the work of the 
miniftry of the golpel of Chrift, and we tenderly 
prayed, if we never met more in this world, we might 
meet in that which is to come, where we might never 
part more, but might for ever live to fing with all 
the faints and holy angels, Hallelujah to God and 
the Lamb. From Derby I went to Philadelphia 
third-day-meeting, and from thence to my houle, 
where my dear wife and children with open hearts 
and arms received me, and I them with joy ; at 
which time I had a gracious reward of peace for my 
labour of love, which far exceeded filver or gold. 
In this journey I travelled above three hundred 
miles, had nineteen meetings, and was from home 
above three weeks, in which time 1 recovered of 
my lamenefs to admiration •, fo that 1 had with fa- 
tisfaftion to remember the apoitle's faying, that 
46 All things work together for good to them that 
£c love God,” Rom. viii. 28. 

After my return home, I was at the general-meet¬ 
ing at Frankfort \ and in the beginning of the ninth 
month, I was at meetings at Abington, German--! ozvny 
and divers times at Philadelphia, particularly at the 
youths meeting, wherein feveral teffimonies were 
borne, and the youth exhorted to piety and humi¬ 
lity. 

On the fifth-day of this month in the morning, 
being under a confideration of the many fore exeiv 

L 3 cifes 
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dies and trials I had met with from my childhood, 
I was much affeded; but the following portions of 
fcripture being brought to my remembrance, afford¬ 
ed me fome relief, viz. “ Whom the Lord loveth 
“ he chafteneth. And if ye be without chaft ife- 
“ ment, ye are baftards, and not Tons. And in this 

£ world ye fhall have trouble, but in me peace.’’ 
So that I patiently bore my afflidion, and praifed 
God under it. 

In this month I was at the funeral of our worthy 
ancient Friend ‘Thomas Lightfoot. Fie was buried at 
Derby, the meeting was the largeft that I had ever 
feen at that place. Our dear friend was greatly be¬ 
loved for his piety and virtue, his fweet difpofition, 
and lively miniftry : the Lord was with him in his 
life and death, and with us at his burial. 

After this burial I was at one at Jlbington; the 
meeting was large, and on that occafion, feveral 
things fuitable to the ftates of the people were treat¬ 
ed on. 

I was alfo about this time at German-Town, and at 
a general-meeting at Plymouth, to my great fatisfac- 
tion, being accompanied by my ancient Friend Row¬ 
land Ellis; and at the third-day meeting in Phila¬ 
delphia., at the time of our fall-fair j there were 
fervent defires, and prayers, in feveral of us, that 
the youth might be preferved from the evils too pre¬ 
valent at fuch times of liberty and prophanenefs. 

About the 20th of the month I went for Long- 
IJland, being drawn in true love to make a general 
vifit to friends there j and likewife having fome bu- 
finefs to tranfad there. On the fifth-day of the 
week, Thomas Mafters and I fet out from Frankfort, 
and in the evening we got to a Friend’s houie near 
the falls of Delaware, where we were kindly enter¬ 
tained, and our horfes taken good care of: to take 
due care of travellers horfes, is a commendable 
thing, and more grateful to fome travellers, than to 

take 
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take care of themfelves. From the falls of Delaware 
we travelled next day to Pifcattaway, and lodged at 
an inn ; and on the next day we went to Woodbridgc, 
to John Kinfey's, and on firft>day we had a fatisfac- 
tory meeting there with Friends and others; and the 
next day John Kinfey went with us to Long-Ifland, and 
that night got to John Rodman s, and next day we 
retted., being weary with travelling fo far in the cold. 
Our dear friends in that ifland very lovingly, and 
kindly received my vifit to them ; fo that I had 
occafion to remember that faying of the holy Scrip¬ 
ture, “ As iron fharpeneth iron, lo doth the counte- 
64 nance of a man his friend !,J 

The fifth-day of the week we had a large meet¬ 
ing at Flufloingy and another in the evening at Oba- 
diah Lawrence's, which was an open, tender time. 
From Flujhing we went to Cow-Neck, to Jofeph La¬ 
tham's, who went with me to Wejlbnry meeting, 
which, confidering the cold, was much larger than I 
expedted. From Wejlbury, Nathaniel Simmons, Samuel 
Underhill, and Phebe IVillet, went with 11s to Beth- 
page, where we had a comfortable evening meeting 
at the houfe of Thomas Powell, who went with us next 
morning to a town called Setawket ; it was as cold a 
day’s travel as ever I went through in all my life; the 
wind was in our faces, and northerly ; I do not 
remember, though I had been a traveller above 
thirty years, that ever I endured fo much hardnefs 
by cold in one day; my chin and jaws were much 
affedted with the froft for feveral days ; but we had a 
good meeting that made up for all. After which we 
went ten miles to Amos Willed s houfe, where we had 
a ferviceable meeting: he invited his neighbours, 
who came and received us with hearts full of good¬ 
will , and thofe not of our fociety, were well fatisficd 
with the meeting; fo that we went on our way re¬ 
joicing, that we were favoured with the good prefence 
of God in our journey. Amos IVillet and his wife 
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went with us to Huntington, where we had a quiet, 
peaceable meeting, and the grace of our Lord Jefus 
Chrift was with and among us, as many can witnefs 
that were there. From hence we went to Samuel Un¬ 
derhill's, and vifited his weak brother-, in which vifit * 
the Lord mightily refrefhed us together, and we blef- 
fed his holy name, for he is good to all them who put 
their truft in him. Next day we had a large meet¬ 
ing at Alatinicock. After this meeting we went to 
Lteomas 1J ear fall's, and had an evening meeting at his 
houle. The next day, being a fnowy, ftormy day, 
and one of the fhorteft in the year, we went, being 18 
in company, to Cow-Neck, where we had a good 
meeting, and much larger than could be expedtecl. 
After meeting we went to Jofeph Lathams, and had 
a tender, open evening-meeting there, in which we 
were edified, and refrefhed, in Chrift Jefus. From 
Cow-Neck I went to Flujhing, had a large meeting 
there on the firft-day of the week, and on fecond- 
day we went over the found, which divides Long- 
IJland from the main continent, to Horje-Neck, and 
had a meeting, where I underftood there never had 
been one before ; the people were fober and atten¬ 
tive, and fome exprefled their fatisfadtion. That 
evening we had a meeting at an inn near Byram ri¬ 
ver, where divers people came, and were attentive ; 
the inmkeeper, his father, brother, wife, and feveral 
others, took our vifit very kindly ; though there was 
one reftlefs man, who feemed to be out of order with 
drink before he came into the houfe, and when we 
were fitting in filence, waiting for the gift of Chrift, 
and worfhipping in lpirit, as Chrift mftituted, he 
fitting by me, jogged me, and laid, c It was time to 
( begin, for there is as many come as would come to 
c night;’ though he was miftaken in that; but he 
not having patience to watch and pray, went away; 
after which we had a good meeting. Thefe two 
ineetings were in the government of Cqnnedticut, 

where 
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where they formerly made a law impofing a fine of 
five pounds on thofe who fhould entertain any of 
our fociety, which law, I was informed, was repealed 
in Great-Britain. From thence v/e travelled into 
New-York government, and had a meeting at Rye, 
and another at Marrineck; from thence we travelled 
to Wejl-Chejler, and had a meeting there on a fixth- 
day of the week, intending to go over the ferry next 
day to Long-Ifland \ but the wind being high and 
boifterous, that we could not get over ; we tarried 
three nights at the houfe of John Stephenfon, where 
we were lovingly and generoufly entertained ; and 
on firft-day we were again at Wejt-Chefter meeting, 
which ended comfortably, though I was in a low 
ftate, both of body and mind, in the beginning of 
it. On fecond-day we all got well over the ferry 
to Long-IJland, parting with our friends at the ferry 
in much love and good-will. Jofeph Latham having 
been my fellow-traveller on the main, I went to his 
houfe, and from thence to IVeJlbury, to a large meet¬ 
ing, and next to 1Bethpage, and had a meeting there, 
and in the evening, accompanied by Samuel Bowne 
and Jofeph Latham, I went to JeruJalem, and had a 
large and fatisfadtory meeting: many of the people 
of the town, who were there, came the next day to 
our meeting at Hempjlead, which was large; the 
great Lord of all was good to us that day, which, I 
hope, many that were there, will not forget; and 
fome convincement was wrought on fome that were 
of account in the world at thefe laft-mentioned 
meetings, particularly one who lived at JeruJalem, 
with tenderneis of fpirit defired my remembrance, 
whom 1 pray God to preferve, with all thofe who 
love and fear him, and believe in his Son, to the 
end. 

From Hempjlead I went to Mat ini cock, where on 
2 firft-day of the week, we had a large meeting, 
gtnd a lolid, good opportunity it was; and from 
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thence to 'Thomas Townjmd’s on the plains, at vvhofe 
hoafe we had an evening-meeting; next morning 
a pretty many Friends from the plains, went with ns 
to the fouth fide of the ifland, to a place called 
Rockway, where we had a meeting at Hicks’s, the 
neighbours coming to it pretty generally ; there was 
great opennefs to receive the dodtrine of truth in 
thole not of our fociety, and they were very kind 
to us in thole partsi tins was the fecond meeting I 
nad been at in this place, Benjamin Holmes having the 
firfl: there, fince which they had not been vifited by 
any Friend of the miniftry except myfelf. From 
Rockway we went to Fofter s meadow, where was a 
large gathering of people, and Chrift filled our hearts 
with divine love. From thence I went to Peter Titus’s, 
and had a meeting at his houfe, to which came the 
neighbours, and were well affedted; and next day 
we had a meeting in the meeting-houfe at IVeJlbury, 
which was very large, and to our fatisfadtion. From 
Weftbury, in the evening, we went to vifit a young 
woman who had been in a defpairing condition for 
ieveral years. The family came together, and we 
put up our prayers to the Almighty, in the name of 
his dear Son; it was a good time to us all; and the 
young woman, and fome others, exprefied their fa- 
tisfaclion. 

This evening we went to fee another young wo¬ 
man who was in a deep confumption, but in a very 
comfortable lfate of mind ; having a great defire to 
fee me before fire died, fire fent for me to come to her, 
and her defire was anfwered, her fpirit being revived 
with a frelh vifitation of the love of Jefus Chrifi, the 
holy Phyfician of value, and our Replications were, 
that the Lord would be pleafed to be with her, and 
fupport her to the end, and grant her an eafy paflage 
from this life to his glorious kingdom, when it Ihould 
pleafe him to remove her; which prayer we have 
caufe to hope was anfwered. 

Though 
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Though the days were fhort, we rode about fifteen 
miles, and made thofe two vifits, after that great 
meeting at IVeJibury, and the feafon was exceeding 
cold; but our great and good Matter fupported us, 
and was with us in our exercifes and fervice for his 
name and truth’s fake. I lodged this night at Jofepb 
Rodman's, and was next day at Flujhing week-day- 
meeting, which was very large and iatisfadory, and 
had a meeting the fame evening at Samuel Rowne's, 
and the next day went to New-Tork, and had a quiet 
good meeting in the evening at Samuel Harrifons> 
and on the morrow had an evening.meeting at a 
place called the Kills, at the houfe of Richard Halle t, 
and the next day, being firft-day, had a large meet¬ 
ing at New-Town, to the edification of Friends and 
other fober people. 

It being now generally known that I was on the 
ifland, the people flocked to meetings, though the 
weather was extreme cold, for the Lord manifefted 
himfelf in the riches of his love unto us in our meet¬ 
ings for the worfhip of his holy name. The next 
meeting was at James Jackjons, at Rocky-Hill, where 
was judge Hicks, the high fheriff, and a juftice of 
peace, with feveral other perfons of note, with whom 
and our Friends, we had a good time to let forth the 
work of grace and reformation, as I think, to general 
fatisfadion, for which we bletted the holy name of 
God ; and humble prayer was put up to him for all 
men, and particularly for our king George, as alfo for 
all in authority under him, and that they might be a 
terror to evil-doers, and the praife of them that do 
well. The next meeting we had was at Jamaica, 
which was alfo large, and feveral in authority were 
there, and were very loving and refpedful after meet¬ 
ing. The next fir ft day we had a large meeting at 
the meeting-houfe at Cow Neck, which was fomewhat 
crowded. I was right glad, though my exercifes were 
very greats that there was fuch opennels and room in 

pe 
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peoples hearts to receive the do&rine which I had to 
declare unto them, in the name and power of Chrift; 
afterwards we had an evening-meeting with the wi¬ 
dow ‘Titus, to which divers Dutch people came, and 
were very attentive and fober. ,On the third of the 
week we had a meeting near the place called Hell- 
gate, a narrow paftage in the great found or bay, 
between Loyig'TJland and the main land, feveral 
juftices and their wives were at this meeting, one of 
which had difowned his fon, and turned him out of 
doors for coming among us j but beholding his fon’s 
iober converfation, grew more moderate, and after 
meeting he and his wife invited us to dine with them, 
but we were engaged to vifit the widow Stevens that 
evening, at whofe houfe we had a meeting. Goino- 
thither, it being very cold and ftormy, my hands 
were touched with the froft, and perceiving it when 
1 came to the fire, I called for a baton of cold water, 
which foon cured them : I note this that others may 
i eap benefit thereby, Next day we went to the week¬ 
day-meeting at New-Town, and on the fifth-day at 
Flujhing meeting, which was large, and to edification, 
and in the evening had a meeting at our ancient 
f riend Hugh Copper thwait’s, which was acceptable to 
him, as himfelf exprefled when it was ended, and to 
us alio. Next day we had a very large evening-meet¬ 
ing at Thomas Pear fall’%, and likewife a large, o-ood 
meeting the day after, being firft-day, at Matinicock, 
wherein the kingdom of Chrill was exalted, and the 
deformed ftate of fin and iniquity reprefented, and 
the example and dodtrine of Chrift clofely recom¬ 
mended, in order to the overcoming fin, this being 
not only poffible, but the duty of Chriftians through 
the power of Chrift, and true faith in his holy name ; 
and the danger of believing, that it is impoffible 
to overcome fin, was opened to them, and that fuch 
a belief is contrary to, and againft Chrift and his 
dodtrine, and darkens and blinds the hearts of men ; 

but; 
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but the love of Chrift enlightens the foul, and 
(Lengthens it to believe, that all things are pofilble 
with God, for this great work cannot be done in the 
will, wit, and power of man, but through the power 
and grace of Chrift, which he promifed to true be¬ 
lievers in him. I was faint after this meeting, but 
refting a little I loon grew better, fo that we had an 
evening-meeting at James Cock's, where one came and 
told us, we mult not eat any fielh, and produced 
Thomas Try on s works for his proof; but I took the 
bible, and ihewed him a proof to the contrary, and told 
him, we were refolved to believe our book before his, 
and fhewed him from the apoftle, that the kingdom 
of God is not meat and drink, nor divers walkings, 
but righteoufnefs, peace, and joy in the holy Ghoft, 
Romans xiv. 17. Though at the fame time, according 
to the doftrine of Chrift and his apoftles, I was for 
temperance in meats and drinks, as well as mode¬ 
ration in apparel. The next day we had a very large 
meeting at Oyfter-Bay, many being there, who were 
not of our fociety, who fteadily gave attention to 
what was declared : here being many young people, 
they were perluaded to give up their blooming years 
to do the will of God, and to remember him their 
Creator, in their youthful days: Friends faid, there 
had not been luch a meeting there a great while, for 
which opportunity I was humbly thankful to the Lord. 
After meeting we went to Samuel Underhill's, and had 
an evening-meeting with his brother, who, through 
fickneis and lamenefs, could not p-et out for a lone 
time. Next day, Samuel Bowne being with me, we 
went to vifit a young woman that was weak in body, 
but lay in a comfortable frame of mind; fhe was 
thankful for our vifit, and faid the vifits of her Friends 
were comfortable to her. Next day, being the 
fourth-day of the week, we had a meeting at the 
widow Taylor s, who defied it on account of her 
father, who was in the 88th year of his age, and lb 

infirm. 
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infirm, that he could not get to meetings-, he was 
very clear in his undemanding and memory, and was 
much refrelhed with this meeting, as were divers of 
us alfo. Kext clay we had a meeting at Fluffing, 
which was large and open, and the grace and power 
of Chrift was with us in the miniffration of the gof- 
pel. After this meeting, we had an evening-meeting 
witn our ancient Friend jojeph Fhorne, who by rea- 
ion of his age and infirmity, could not go abroad as 
far as to the meeting. 1 he houfe was crowded with 
his neighbours and friends, and we had a folid, 
good time together. While at Flujhing I went to 
vifit a young woman who was a mold difmal fpefdacle 
to behold, an objedd of great pity: her face, hand 
and foot being much eaten away by the king’s evil; 
our prayers were, that now in her great mifery, the 
Almighty would be pleaded to fupport her foul by 
his grace and fpirit, and fandlify her afflictions to 
her, that it might work for her a more exceeding 
weight of glory in that world which is to come. 
The next firld-day we had a large meeting at Flujh¬ 
ing-, where many weighty truths were opened to the 
Satisfaction and edification of the auditory, and in 
the evening we had a meeting with the wife of Mat¬ 
thew Farrington, who was too weakly to go abroad ; 
the neighbours came in, and we had a^feafonable 
opportunity. The next third-day was the youths 
meeting at Flujhing, in which we were concerned to 
exhort them to obedience to God and their parents, 
and to follow their parents as they follow Chrift ; for 
where any leave Chriff, there we are to leave their 
example, though they were our fathers or mothers ; 
and the right honouring of our parents was fet forth, 
and they exhorted not to defpife the day of firsall 
things-, and the happy ftateofthe obedient, and the 
unhappy ftate of the difobedient, and many weighty 
truths were delivered to them in that meeting by 
feveral experienced Friends, From Flujhing 1 went 

to 
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to the week-day-meeting at New-Down, and in the 
evening we had a meeting at the widow Way’sj the 
neighbours coming in, we had a good time with 
them : the parable of the ten virgins was treated of, 
and the great difadvantage of wanting the divine oil 
of grace in our vefiels, was (hewn to them. 

The next day, being the fifth of the week, we had 
a very large latisfa&ory meeting at the widow Alfups 
at the Kills, and from thence with feveral Friends 
went to New-York, where we had three meetings to 
our edification, the weather ftiil remaining extremely 
cold, but we felt the love of Chrift to warm our 
hearts, and though I think I never felt it colder, I 
never had my health better. Several Friends accom¬ 
panied us to the boat at New-York, the water bein» 
open on that fide, we took our leave of each other, 
and put out for the other fhore ; but before we o-ot 
there we were blocked up in the ice, and it was a con- 
fiderable time before we could work our way through, 
but at laft got well on Long-IJland, where 1 waited 
fome hours for company, who through fome difficul¬ 
ty got on fhore ; after which we went to the Narrows, 
through a ftorm of wind and fnow, but the wind be¬ 
ing high, we could not get over that night, nor the 
next day, the ice having come down and filled the 
bay : when the tide had drove away the ice, we put 
out and got well over, and lodged at the ferry-houfe 
on St a! en-IJland. hfext morning we went to the 
ferry at the Blazing-Star, over againft Woodbridge, 
but it was all fattened with ice, and we not darino- 
to venture over it, went to the ferry at Amboy, and 
got comfortably over; ftaid there that night, and 
next day went to Drenton, and lodged at Captain 
Gould's, who treated me very kindly, I being much 
tired with travelling. Next morning I went over 
Delaware river on the ice, as we had alfo the day 
before at Rariton, and that clay, being the 5th of the 
twelfth month, 1 got l'afe home to my loving ipoufe 

and 
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and tender children, where I found all well, and a 
hearty reception, having travelled 600 miles, and 
attended above 60 meetings. 

After having been at home, and at our own meet¬ 
ing at Frankfort, I went to the quarterly-meeting at 
Philadelphia, where Friends were glad to fee me. 

On the next fifth-day I was at the marriage of 
'Thomas Mafters and Hannah TDickinfon, where were 
many lober people, not of our fociety. 

Having been lately among Friends at Long-IJland, 
and been comforted in the many opportunities we 
had together, it came into my mind to vifit them 
with an epiftle at their quarterly-meeting at Flufh- 
ingy which was as followeth. 

Frankfort, twelfth Month, 17*25 

My dear and well beloved Friends, 
EL. IE YIN G it might be acceptable to you 

4 jhji to hear that I was got well to my habitation 
4 in fuch a difficult time of the year as I fet out from 
4 you in; and alfo feeling the fweet influence of the 
4 divine love of the heavenly Father, and his dear 
4 Son our Lord jefus Chrift, to arife and fpring in 
4 my heart and flowing towards you. 

4 It came into my mind to write a few lines to the 
4 quarterly-meeting of Friends at Flufhing, by way of 
1 epiflle, well knowing alfo that many of us are as 
4 epiftles writ in one anothers hearts by the heavenly 
4 finger of the moft High ; and thole characters 
* of divine love fo written will not eafiiy be erafed* 
€ I could willingly have been at your quarterly- 
4 meeting, but that I had been fo long from my" 
* family, that I was much wanted therein, and my 
4 coming home was feafonable and acceptable, both 
4 to them and my friends ; and I humbly thank the 
4 Lord, I found all well. Now that which is on my 

mind 
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mind to your quarterly-meeting, is after this man¬ 
ner, concerning the government of the church of 
Chrift, of which church He is the holy head and 
lawgiver. Wherefore we are to feek and wait for 
counfel and wifdom from him* in all our monthly 
and quarterly-meetings, for the well ordering of 
our little fociety, which is growing and increafing 
in the earth, and alfo in your ifland, notwithftand- 
ing the invidious attempts of fome men of corrupt 
minds, and it will grow and increafe more and 
more as we keep our places, our heavenly places in 
Chrift Jefus. 
c Dear Friends, The good order of truth and go¬ 
vernment of Chrift in his church, is a great help 
to us and our children, when carried on in Chrift’s 
Spirit (prayobfcrve or mind that) for if our order 
and church-government, be carried on in thefpirit 
of man, as he is meer man, though he is never fo 
crafty or cunning, it will do more hurt than good 
in the church of Chrift. Chrift’s Spirit muft go¬ 
vern Chnft’s church; and when, and where that 
is over all, then, and there, Chrift’s church and 
kingdom is exalted, of whofe kingdom and peace 
there will be no end; and happy will all thole be, 
whofe end is in it. Mofes, that man of God, go¬ 
verned in the JewiJh church in the Spirit of God, 
and when he found the work too heavy for him, 
the Lord put his Spirit on feventy more, who were 
help-meets in the government; fo that it was 
God’s Spirit that governed ; and while that ruled 
them, all was well; but when they went from that, 
they fell into error and difohedience; and at length 
the Mejfiah came, and he governed his own little 
flock himfelf; and when he afcended up on high, 
he promiled his Spirit fhould be with, and in his 
church for ever, and be their holy guide into all 
truth, in which he would alfo comfort them : and 
Chrift fulfilled this his promife; for when his dif- 

M c ciples 
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‘ ciples waited at Jerufalem to be endued with power 
4 from on high, according to the advice of their 
‘ Lord, they were fdled with the gift and grace of the 
* holy Spirit: and when the brethren and elders met 
4 together about the affairs and government of the 
* church, they gave forth rules and orders from that 
* general-meeting to the particular ones; and the 
* holy Ghoft prefided amongft them, which they 
* iignified to the other meetings, faying, It feemed 
‘ good to the holy Gholf, and to us, to put you in 
‘ mind of fuch and fuch things. And while this 
4 holy Ghoft, or Spirit, governed in the primitive 
4 Chriftian church, all was well: God and Chrift 
* was glorified, and his church and people edified ; 
4 but by going from that, the apoftacy came in. 

* Wherefore, dear Friends, keep dole to theSpi- 
* rit, power, light, and divine life of Chrift Jefus, in 
* your monthly and quarterly-meetings for the go- 
* vernment of the church, as well as in your meet- 
c ings for the worfhip of the Almighty; for if we go 
* from that, he will go from us. 

c And, dear Friends, the teftimony of Jefus, in 
* the fpirit of prophecy, opens in me after this man- 
* ner, That if our fociety keep and live up to the 
* Spirit and truth of Chrift, which hath been mani- 
* felted to our fore-fathers, and to us alfo in this age, 
4 the great Lord of all will profper his work in our 
* hands, and blefs both us and our children, as v/e 

and they keep therein. 
4 And as v/e have kept clofe to this our heavenly 

* guide, how hath the Lord fweetly manifefted his 
* love and power to us in our meetings for the well- 
4 ordering of our fociety ? which many times hath 
4 filled our hearts with pure praifes, and holy 
4 thankfgiving, to the high and lofty One, who in- 
4 habits eternity, and dwells in the higheft heavens, 
‘ and is Light for ever: to whom, with the Lamb 
* of God, who takes away the fins of the world, I re- 

- 4 commend 
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f commend you, my dear and well-beloved Friends, 
€ brethren, and filters in Chrift, with my own foul, 

< T. CHALKLEY: 

c P. S. Since my return, I have been thankful to 
Q God for the many favourable vifitations and good 
c opportunities he was pleafed to grant me with you, 
c and divers fober people on your ifland, in which 
c there is an open door among many to receive the 
c teftimony of truth. I commend your nobility in 
c building good houfes, and making room for your 
4 fober neighbours to fit with you in your meetings ; 
6 this is of good report concerning you, both far and 
4 near, and if I apprehend right, there is more work 
4 of that kind for you to do. I thought often, when 
4 among you, and now alfo, that there would be 
4 a large gathering, if there were a houfe built at 
4 the upper-end of the Great Plains, not far from 
4 Fojler7s meadow 3 but every one may not think or 
4 fee alike 3 though I know fome folid Friends a- 
4 mong you, thought the fame with me, about the 
4 profpe£t of a large gathering there-away, if a houfe 
4 were built 3 to which Friends, and well-inclined 
c people, might come from Iiempjlead> Rocky-Hilly 
4 Rockway, Fojier s Meadow, &c* 

c t. c: 

After my fervice on Long-Iflancl, I had great 
fweetnefs upon my fpirit for fome time, which 
fometimes caufed my heart to fing for joy ; and yet 
I rejoiced in a trembling frame of fpirit, and had the 
true fenfe of what is written in the holy Scriptures, 
where it is laid, Serve the Lord with fear (I take it, 
filial fear) and rejoice with trembling, for fear of 
lofing that precious fenfe of the love of God, which 
is in Chrift, 

M 2 On 
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On the 20th of the twelfth month, the firft-daf 
of the week, I was at Abington meeting, in which 
the love of Chrift was manifefted to us, in the open¬ 
ing of his faying, “ If I be lifted up, I will draw all 
“ men unto me,” John xii. 32. The next day I was 
at German-Town, at the burial of a fon of Dennis Cun- 
rad, at which alfo was our Friend Abigail Bowles. On 
the fixth-day following, I went to the general-meet¬ 
ing ofminifters and elders at Burlington, where I again 
met with our laid Friend and divers others : the firft- 
day-meeting was large-, and on fecond-day was the 
quarterly-meeting for the county; and on third- 
day was their youths-meeting, which was large, and 
many weighty truths were delivered in that meeting. 
On fourth-day we were at a meeting at Springfield; 
the houfe was pretty much thronged, and Friends 
were exhorted, thankfully to commemorate the mer¬ 
cies and favours of the Almighty to them, and de- 
fired to enlarge their meeting-houles as their number 
increafed ; for in thofe parts there was fuch an open- 
nefs in the hearts of the people, and increafe of 
their number, that Friends had already agreed on 
building two meeting-houles between Crojwicks and 
Burlington; their zeal and unanimity therein, was 
worthy of commendation. Fifth-day being the 
week-day-meeting at Burlington, Friends of the 
town delired I would ftay at it-, I thought we had 
juft before had divers good opportunities, and my 
own inclinations feemed to lead to my family j but 
Friends being defirous of my ftaying, I did fo, and 
we had a good, folid meeting. After meeting a 
foiid good Friend faid, ‘ He thought we had the belt 
‘ wine at laft and indeed the love of God, through 
Chrift, is fo fweet to his people, that the laft often 
feerr.s the bcft, when it is only a renewed vifitation 
of the fame love to his children. So I wenc home 
rejoicing that I was in fome good mcai'ure account¬ 
ed worthy to ferve fo good and fo gracious a mafter. 

On 
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On the 6th day of the firft month, being the firft 
of the week, I was at the morning and afternoon 
meetings in Philadelphia, wherein thofe who call 
themfelves Free-Thinkers, were exhorted to be careful 
of drinking too freely, left they might juftly be called 
free-drinkers; for many times fuch, when they drink 
too freely of ftrong liquor, think and fpeak too free¬ 
ly their own corrupt notions, to the dilhonour of 
God, and to the fcandal of religion in general. 

Soon after I was at the firft-day meetings at Phila¬ 
delphia-, and in this month 1 went into the Jerfeys, 
and was at three large meetings in company with 
Abigail Bowles, in which our faid Friend had good 
fervice, to the comfort of Friends, convincing of 
gainfayers, and confirming the weak, and the people 
were glad of our vifit. 

The 15th day of this month I was at Burlington, 
at the burial of my good Friend and old acquaintance 
Abraham Bickley, at whofe funeral were great num¬ 
bers of people, he being well-beloved of his neigh¬ 
bours ; Chrift’s raifing Lazarus out of the grave, and 
his tendernefs and weeping there was fpoken of, in 
order to ftir people up to a tender, religious exercife 
of mind, which is too much wanting among many of 
the profeflbrs of his holy name, who have too little 
fenfe of that which fhould bring true tendernefs 
over their minds, being more in earth than heaven ; 
fo that they are dry and barren, as to the things of 
God. The meeting ended, to latisfadion, with fup- 
plications to the Almighty. 

A few days after, I was at our general fpring- 
meeting in Philadelphia, which was large ; where our 
Friends P^obert Jordan and Abigail Bowks had good 
fervice. 

This week I was at four very large meetings at 
Philadelphia, Frankfort, and Abington, much to my 
fatisfadion, though I had no vocal fervice therein ; 
yet my heart was broken into tendernefs and tears, 

M 3 - undet 
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under the miniftry of feveral weighty, folid teftimo- 
, nies that were borne by good and living minifters, 
qualified to preach the gofpel in the demonftration 
of the Spirit, and with power. 

The 26th of the firft month, 1726, I went to Ger- 
man-fawn meeting, which was large, and I was open¬ 
ed therein to lpeak of the vifion of the prophet Eze¬ 
kiel, of the holy waters which proceeded from under 
the threfhold of the fandtuary, which the angel mea- 
furing, they grew deeper and deeper, until they be¬ 
came a river to fwim in, Ezek. xlvii. 5, Which myfti- 
cally fheweth the work of grace, converfion, and re¬ 
generation 5 and that thefe holy waters the foul muft 
drink of, and be wafhed, and baptized in, are fpiritual 
and fupernatural, and therefore not to be meafured 
by the fpirit and will of man, in his natural date, ac¬ 
cording to the prophet Ifaiab, chap, xxxiii. 21. Man 
before he can fwim thei*ein, muft be ftripped of all his 
felf-righteoufnefs, and artificial religion, though as 
fplendid and beautiful as a gallant (hip, or galley 
with oars, which in this refpeft is agreeable to the 
ftate of men fwimining in elementary water, where 
the moft fkiiful have fometimes loft their lives, for 
want of being naked or uncloathed and thofe who 
had not yet attained much experience, were advifed 
not to go out of their depth, but to wait in patience 
and humility, to enjoy the medicinal virtue of the 
trees growing by the fide of this river, whofe fruit 
is for meat, and leaves for medicine, Ezek. xlvii. 12. 
The people of this meeting were generally Germans, 
feveral of whom ftaid in the houfe after the meeting 
was over, and were broken into tendernefs, in a 
fienfe of the prefence and love of God unto us, for 
which I was alfo humbly thankful and bowed in 

fpirit, 
I was at the third-day weekly-meeting in Philadel- 

'phia, which was but fmall, confidering the large num¬ 
ber of thofe profeffing to be of our fociety in this 

city 1 
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citv; thofe prefent were clofely and tenderly exhorted 
to "be zealous for good works, and againfl bad 
works; not refpedting the perfon of any man ; the 
abominations committed by fome under our profef- 
fion, in this city and province, calling for humilia¬ 
tion ; and as the promife of God’s favour was to thofe 
who mourned with fighs and cries for the abomina¬ 
tions among his people iormeily, Ftzck. ix. 4, o. fo 
now, as many as are under the fame concern, may 
hope for prelervation and falvation, if he fhould in 
like manner vifit us, as at this time he doth iome of 
our neighbours j there being a great ficknefs and 
mortality in fome 01 the adjacent piaces. 

In the fecond month I vifited the meetings of 
Friends at Haver ford, New-Down, Radnor, and Merion, 
which meetings confift chiefly of ancient Britons, 
who are a religious, induftrious, and increafing peo¬ 
ple; among whom my fervice was, as they exprefled, 
to our mutual fatisfa&ion. After my return home, 
I went to vifit Friends at the Falls of Delaware, and 
was at a large meeting in their new meeting-houfe. 
After a fatisfadlory meeting at Frankfort, on the fifth- 
day of the fame week, I went with Entwn Williams 
to his fon’s marriage; and the next day he, and fe- 
veral other Friends, accompanied me to Woodberry- 
Creek, and had a good, open meeting, and that night 
went to James Lord’s, and next morning went to¬ 
wards Salem, and lodged at Ifaac Sharp’s where I 
was informed of a great mortality at Cohanfey. The 
24th of the fecond month was the general-meeting at 
Salem, which was a large gathering of people of dif¬ 
ferent perfuafions, from many parts of the country, 
where the dodtrine of the gofpel was preached in great 
love to the people, which they heard with folid at¬ 
tention. From Salem I went to Allow ay's-Creek and 
Cohanfey, and had meetings there : 1 was informed 
that more than feventy perfons had lately died here of 
a malignant diftemper, though it leemed to abate, 
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none dying while we were there. At Cobanfey the 
meeting was large and folid* though but few of our 
fociety therej and they were earneftly admonifhed 
to a proper ddpofition of mind, to fit them either 
for life or death, and reminded of the reo-ard of the 
Almighty to fuch as live in his fear, who will have 
peace in their death, and their exchange will be 
glorious, when they are taken out of this life; but 
with the wicked it is not fo. 

From Cohanfey I went through the wildernefs over 
Maurice s river, accompanied by James Daniel, 
througa a miry, boggy way, in which we faw no 
houfe lor about forty miles, except at a ferry, and 
that night we got to Richard Rownfend's, of Cape 
May, where we were kindly received; next day we 
.had a meeting at Rebecca Garrifon's5 and the day af- 
tei a pietty large one at Richard Lownfend's, and then 
went down to the Cape, and had a meeting at ‘John 
Rage s, and next day another at Aaron Learnings; 
feveial expieffeu their fatisfadlion with thofe meet-* 
ings. I lodged two nights at Jacob Spicer’s, my 
wife's brother. 

From Cape-May we travelled along the fea-coaft 
to Great-Egg-Harbour, had another meeting, much 
larger than the firft, at Rebecca Garrifon's, and here I 
was much concerned to promote the fettling a month¬ 
ly-meeting, for the well-ordering the affairs of our 
fociety. 

We fwam our creatures over Egg-Harbour river* 
and went over ourfelves in canoes, and afterwards 
we haa a meeting at Richard Summers's, which was 
as large as could be expedled, confidering the 
peoples living at a diftance from each other. 

The next meeting we had at John Skull’s ; and on 
firfl-day we had a large one at Peter White’s, and on 
ft con d-day at Japhet Leea s, and then we went five 
miles through a marfh to Little-Egg-Harbour river* 

had a meeting in their meeting-houle on the 
fourth 

\ 
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fourth day of the week, and nth day of the 
month, which was the larger by the addition of the 
owners, matters, and mariners, of two (loops from. 
New-Tork, who, hearing of the meeting, came to it. 
And the next day we had another meeting at the 
fame place, and lodged at Jarvis Faro's. After thefe 
two meetings I left Egg-Harbour, accompanied by 
feveral Friends from thence,and travelled about forty 
miles, before we came to any houfe. In the evening 
we reached a Friend's houfe, where we were kindly 
entertained, and next morning we got to Burlington, 
and fo home, where I found all well, and was there¬ 
fore thankful to the Almighty. In this journey I 
travelled about 300 miles, had 21 meetings, and 
was from home about three weeks. 

In the third month I ftaid at and about home, 
vifiting the meetings at Philadelphia, German-Town3 
Abington, and Frankfort. 

In the fourth month I left my family, and went 
back in the woods as far as Oley. I was from home 
nine days, travelled about one hundred and fifty 
miles, and had fix meetings at Oky> Perkiomen, and 
divers other places, chiefly in barns and open places, 
there being large companies of people, and few meet- 
ing-houfes yet built in thofe parts of the country. In 
this journey I differed pretty much through the heat. 
The firft meeting was at the iron-works, fettled a 
little beyond a place called Mount Mifery; I was 
concerned for thofe people, having heard of their 
rude doings before I left rny habitation; and al¬ 
though forne were rude, others behaved themfelves 
foberly, and exprefied their thankfulnefs for that vi- 
litation, as I do for the opportunity I had of clearing 
myielf to them. On my return homewards I eroded 
Sehuykill, and went to Samuel Nutt’s iron-works, 
where 1 had a large, quiet, folid meeting: and the 
next day I called to fee my old friend David Mere- 
dithz who being about 89 years of age, I thought it 

probable 
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probable I might not have another opportunity of 
feeing him. He met me with gladnefs, and told me. 
It was their meeting-day ; fo that I ftaid, and was 
much comforted and tendered by the power of Chrift* 
after which I came home that night. 

On the next firft-day, after my return, I went to 
Philadelphia, and, after the afternoon-meeting, to 
Derby, and from thence to a yearly-meeting in Chefier 
county, held at Gojhen; though the feafon was wet, 
this was a large, good meeting; at which there were 
three young men, who were lately called to the work 
of the miniltry, whom I was glad to hear declare the 
truth in the power and fimplicity of the gofpel of 
Chrift, being of the mind of Mofes, when he faid, in 
anfwer to Jojhua, “ Would God that all the Lord’s 
“ people were prophets, and that the Lord would 
“ put of his Spirit upon them,” Numb. xi. 29. 
After this meeting I went to Springfield, and the next 
day returned home. 

On the 22d of the fourth month I went to the 
marriage of John Leigh’s daughter, at Springfield, in 
Chefier county : the meeting was large, and I was con¬ 
cerned to fpeak moftly to the young people, advifing 
them to feek the Lord in that great affair of mar¬ 
riage, that they be careful how, and on whom they fet 
their affedtions, and not to draw out one another’s 
minds if they did not intend an honourable marriage; 
and reminding them of the ill tendency of courting 
feveral at a time, or iuffering feveral to court at once; 
and that they be chaffe and true in their proceedings, 
duly regarding the advice of the apoftle, “ Be noc 
«* unequally yoked for to be lure all fuch mar¬ 
riages are unequal, when thofe who marry are of 
different principles in religion. The meeting ended 
with tender iupplication for prefervation through 
whatever exercifes, further troubles or trials, tempt¬ 
ations or afflidtions, we might meet with in the world, 
that we might end well at laft, and live for ever to 

• 
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praife and glorify God and the Lamb, who through 
the holy, eternal Spirit, is worthy for ever. 

On the receipt of the laft letter from my dear 
father, which 1 fomctime fince mentioned, I was ap- 
prehenfive it might he his laft, which it proved to be, 
for the next letter from my dear bi other gave me 
intelligence of his death, which I received the 25th 
of the fourth month this year. The news of my dear 
father’s deceale took luch hold of my mind, though I 
daily expefted it, that for fome time I was hardly fo- 
ciable. Oh how have I been fometimes comforted in 
his loving and tender epiftles! at the receipt of 
which I have cried to the Lord, that if it pleafed him, 
I might have a double portion of the Spirit which he 
gave to my father: but oh ! now I muft never hear 
more from him in this world ; yet in this I have 
fome inward comfort, that I hope we fhall meet 
where we fhall never part more. Here follows a 
part of my affectionate brother’s account of my fa¬ 
ther’s death and burial. 

Edmonton, 25th of the ffrft month, 1726. 

Dear brother, 
S HPHIS conries with the forrowful account of 
‘ JL our ^ear father’s deceale, who departed this 
f life the 7th in ft. after having been indifpofed about 
c a fortnight. I have herewith lent a particular ac- 
c count of fome remarkable paflages, and his laft 
c expreffions in his ficknefs; hat part relating to his 
c convincement, he defined Ihould be committed to 
f writing, which 1 have done, and fent it to thee. 

c I was with him feveral times in his laft illnefs* 
* and molt of the two laft days of his life, as thou 
€ mayelt perceive by the contents. Our worthy fa- 
* ther was honourably buried on the nth inft. being 
€ carried from his own houfe to the meeting-houfe at 
? Horjlydown, accompanied with his relations, where 

4 was 
• h. 
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c was a large meeting of many people, as many as 
* the meeting-houfe could well contain, and many 
* teftimonies were there borne to the innocent ex- 
* emplary life, integrity and honeft zeal of our dear 
* father, fo concurrent and unanimous, that I have 
c hardly known any fuch occafion more remarkable. 
* He was accompanied from thence to the grave 
* very folemnly, and there in like manner interred, 
* where a further teftimony was given to his honeft 
‘ life and converfation, and lively zeal for the holy 
* truth, whereof he made profeffion. 

‘ Dear brother, though it be a lorrowful occafion 
* of writing, yet herein we may be comforted, in 
‘ confideration that our father went to his grave in 
‘ peace in a good old age: he had his underftanding 
* and memory to the laft in a wonderful manner. I 
* believe, as I have fometimes faid, that he embra- 
* ced death as joyfully as ever he did any happy ac- 
* cident of his life: 1 remember one paffage of his 
* chearful refignation: finding him fine and cheary 
* when I came to fee him, a week before his deceafe, 
* and he fhewing me how well he could walk about 
* the room, and would have went out of it, though 
‘ he was very bad the day before, fo that I faid, 
‘ Father, I hope thou wilt get over this illnefs; but 
* he anlwered me pretty quick and loud. No, but I 
‘ do not though. It is not long fince he was at my 
* houfe, and was chearful and well, but fpoke as if 
‘ he thought it would be the laft time. My wife 
‘ faid. Father, thou mayeft live fome years j but he 
* replied. Is it not better for me to die, and go to 
* Chrift ? So, dear brother, with dear love to thee, 
' my filter, and thy dear children, and our relations, 
* I conclude with earned: defires for thy health and 
* welfare,’ 

Thy affectionate brother. 

■V 

GEO. CHALK LET.; 
My 
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My Brother’s Account of my Father’s Convince- 
ment, and of his laft Sicknefs and dying Words. 

e My father was born of religious parents at Kemp- 
c ton, near Hitching, in Hertfordjhire, the ift of the 
c ninth month, 1642 ; his father's name was Thomas 
c Chalkley, by trade a dealer in meal, by profeflion 
c of the church of England, and zealous in his way, 
* as was alfo his wife. 

4 They had four fons and three daughters, Thomas, 
f John, George, and Robert; Elizabeth, Sarah, and 
c Mary. My father, being the third fon, was con- 
f vinced very young, at a meeting by Enfield-Chace- 
f «S/dfe, near Winchmore-Hilly through the powerful 
4 miniftry of William Brendy who was an eminent 
c minifter in the Lord’s hand in that day, and had 
f been a great fuiferer for his teftimony in New- 
c England. He was preaching, as 1 heard my fa- 
4 ther feveral times fay, upon the words of the 
c preacher,’ Ecclef. xi. 9. cc Rejoice, O young man, 
<c in thy youth, and let thy heart chcar thee in the 
<c days of thy youth, and walk in the ways of thy 

,<c heart, and in the fight of thine eyes; but know 
Cf thou, that for ail thefe things God will bring thee 
“ into judgment.” c Upon which fubjedthe fpoke 
c fo home to my father’s ftate and condition, that he 
c was convinced, and two others of his companions 
c were reached and affedled with the teftimony of 
c Chrift’s truth and gofpel; my father and two young 
c men had been walking in the fields, having religi- 
c ous converfation together, and were providential- 
c ly diredied to the meeting, by obferving fome 
4 Friends going to it, whom they followed thither. 
c One of his companions was Samuel Hodgesy who 
c lived and died a faithful Friend, at whole houfe in 
c fucceeding times a meeting was fettled, and is 

€ there 
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4 there continued, and a meeting-houfe built at this 
4 day at Mims in Hertfordjhire. 

4 My father was the fir ft of the family who re- 
4 ceived the teftimony of truth as it is in Jefus, after 
4 which his father and mother were convinced, and 
4 all his brothers and filters, who lived and died 
4 honed Friends, except one who died young, con- 
4 tinuing in the church of England perfuafion. Soon 
4 after the convincement of my father and his two 
4 companions aforefaid, they met with a trial of their 
4 faith and patience; for being taken at a religious 
c meeting of Friends, they were all three committed 
4 to the New Prifon in Whitechapel, where having 
4 continued prifoners for fome time, the magiftrates 
4 obferving their Chriftian courage, boldnefs and 
4 innocency, and being touched with tendernefs to- 
4 wards them, confldering their youth, they difcharg- 
4 ed them. 

c My father, about the 25th year of his age, mar- 
c ried my mother, a virtuous young woman, who was 
4 the widow of Nathaniel Harding, a Friend, who died 
4 under the fentence of banifhment for his profeffion 
4 of Chrift; the above account I had from my fa- 
4 ther’s own mouth; what follows fell within my own 
4 obfervation. 

4 My dear father met with great exercifes and 
4 difappointments in his early days; he, dealing in 
4 his father’s bufinefs, fold meal to fome who broke 
4 in his debt, which brought him low in the world, 
4 in which low eftate he was an eminent example of 
4 patience, resignation and indufhy, labouring with 
4 his hands for the fupport of his family, and con- 
4 lcientioully anfwered all his engagements *, fo that 
4 it may be juftly laid of him, he was careful that he 
4 might owe nothing to any man but love; and far- 
4 ther, he was very conftant in keeping to meetings, 
4 being a good example therein, though in very hot 
4 times of perfecutions for when Friends were fore- 



I 

THOMAS CHALKLEY. 191 

* ly and feverely perfecuted on account of keeping 
c their religious meetings, and the prifons filled 
‘ with them through the nation, and their goods 
1 taken away, and much fpoil and havock made 
‘ about the years 1680 to 1684, my father conftant- 
* ly attended meetings, and never miffed, as I re- 
‘ member, when well; and though he was fome- 
* times concerned to fpeak by way of exhortation to 
‘ Friends in their publick meetings, when they were 
* kept out of their meeting-houfes, by the then 
* powers, to Hand faithful to the truth, and tetfifying 
c of the folid comfort and fatisfadtion thofe had who 
‘ truly waited on the Lord, which the faithful en- 
* joyed, notwithftanding their deep and many fuffer- 
c ings for Chrift’s fake, and his gofpel, it pleafed the 
f Lord to preferve him by his divine Providence, 
‘ that he did not fuffer imprifonment, though the 
‘ wicked informers were very bufy in that time of 
‘ fevere perfecution. I may farther add, that when 
* my father was about 60 years of age, he had a con- 
* cern to vifit Friends meetings in the north of Eng- 
c land, and fome other parts of the nation; and in 
1 the 75th year of his age, he travelled to Chefter, 
* and from thence, in company with James Bates, a 
‘ publick Friend of Virginia, went over for Ireland-, 
1 in all which fervices he had good fatisfadion, and 
* was well received of Friends; divers other jour- 
1 nies and travels he performed not here noted; but 
1 this journey into another nation at 75 years of a^-e, 
f fnews his age had not quenched his love and zeal 
* for his Lord’s work and fervice. 

In our father s old age he was attended with 
veiy great exercifes. About the 77th year of his 
age, as he was affifting his men in the dufk of the 

* ever>ing, he miffed his footing, and fell down and 
broke his leg; and foon after his leg was well, he 

c met with another accident by a fall, which dif- 
* -abled him, and made him lame to his death, never 

‘ recovering 
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* recovering the hurt he lud by that fall, which was 
* after this manner; he was fitting in a chair by his 
c door on a plank, which not being fet fail, it"fell, 
* and he, to fave himfelf from the ftroke of the plank, 
* fell with his hip on the ftones, and got hurt ex- 
1 ceedingly, notwithftanding he was remarkable for 
* his adtivity; he would walk, though fo aged, and 
* alfo lame, as far as the Work-houfe, Devonjhire- 
* houfe, and Bull and Mouth meetings, two or three 
* miles from home. The laft bad accident that be- 
* fel him, was about three weeks before his death, 
* when being walking in the timber-yard, a fingle 
* plank, which flood againft a pile, fell down, and 
* linking him on the fide, threw him down; he 
* complained not much of the blow till about a week 
* after, when he was taken with a violent pain in his 
* fide, on the very place where he received the 
* ftroke, and, when his cough took him, with which 
* he was often troubled, the pain was very great j 
* howbeit, through means of a fear-cloth he receiv- 
* ed fome eafe, and the pain of his fide abated, and 
* the cough went off; but a violent flux followed, 
* and it brought him very low, and extreme weak, 
1 fo that it was thought he could not continue long 
c upon which, notice was fent to me, and I went to 
c fee him, and found him very low ; but he revived, 
c and changed often in this laft ilineis; I having 
c been to fee him five or fix days before, having an 
c account he was ill, I then found him chearful, and 
c thought he might recover. He continued all the 
c time of his illnefs in a patient and refigned frame 
€ of mind; on a firft-day in the afternoon he took 
c his bed, being the 6th of the firft month, and ins 
€ the evening, after the afternoon meeting, which 
€ was the day before his death, feveral Friends came 
4 to vifit him, who, finding him very weak, after a 
< little ftay, went to take their leave of him, whom 
* he defired, to fit down, and after fojne time of 

J filence, 
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filence, he broke forth in declaration in an intel¬ 
ligible and lively manner, to this effeft, faying. 
We have no continuing city here, but feek one to 
come, which hath foundations, whofe builder and 
maker is God: Friends, that we may all labour 
to be prepared for our laft and great change, that 
when this earthly tabernacle fhall be diffolved, we 
may have an habitation with the Lord, a building 
not made with hands, eternal in the heavens, and 
that it might be thus, the Lord hath fhewed thee, 
O man, what is good, viz. To do juftly, love mer¬ 
cy, and walk humbly with thy God. I do not ex¬ 
pert but this will be the laft night I fhall have in 
this world, and I defire it may be remembered, as 
the words of a dying man (which came to pafs, for 
he died the next day) O that we may labour to be 
clothed upon with our houfe that is from heaven, 
fo that when the finifhing hour comes, we may 
have nothing to do, but to die. About one or 
two o’clock the next morning, he began to change, 
and defired to fee me, and I came to him, and 
found him very fenfible, but expefted his end 
quickly to approach; he faying, he was waiting 
for his change. My ion-in-law, Samuel Thornton* 
being with me, and we fitting by the bed-fide, 
with his nurfe, his houfe-keeper, and his man, 
about the fourth hour in the morning he prayed 
fervently after this manner: Lord, now letteft 
thou thy fervant depart in peace, for mine eyes 
have feen thy falvation, which thou haft prepared 
before the face of all people, thou haft given thy 
Son, a light to enlighten the Gentiles^ and to be the 
glory of thy people Ifrael; and now. Lord, be 
with thy people and fervants, and preferve my near 
and dear relations, and keep them from the fnares 
and temptations of the enemy, that in thy truth 
they may fear thv great name* 

N * After 
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< After a little time of filence, he defired me to 
{ remember his dear love, in the life of Chrift Jefus, 
‘ tQ my dear brother Thomas Chalkley, in Pennfylvania, 
4 and to all his old friends and acquaintance/ 

4 About the eleventh hour in the morning he en- 
4 quired how the tide was, which no body prefent 
‘ could exactly tell * fome time after he aflced again; 
* his man then went out to fee ; returning, he told 
‘ him, it would be high-water about three o’clock 
* in the afternoon ; he then lay ftill a while, and af- 
4 ter fome paufe fpoke chearfully out aloud, fo that 
4 all in the room might hear him, I (hall go off about 
4 five; his man laid. Maker, how doll: know ? to 
4 which he anfwered, Know, I do not know, but I 
‘ believe it. After this the apothecary, one of his 
* neighbours, among whom he was well beloved, 
4 about noon came to fee him, and a Iked him how 
4 he was; father anfwered, that for three or four 
4 hours in the night he thought he fhould have 
4 gone. Why, laid he, fir, it will be no furprize to 
4 you, I hope. No, no, faid my father very chear-. 
4 fully. He taking leave of father, faid. The Lord 
4 be with you. To whom father anfwered, and with 
4 theealfo. The dodtor having ordered him a com-. 
4 fortable cordial to drink, he drank it willingly, 
4 and then faid, I do not think to drink any more in 
4 this world; but I hope I (hall drink plentifully of 
4 - the river of life: then drawing near his end, find- 
4 ing his ftrength fail, there being a cord by his or- 
4 der at the bed’s feet, he raifed himfelf up "thereby, 
4 as long as he had any ftrength left in his hands, and 
4 when his hands and fhoulders failed, and his head, 
4 when laft lifted up, he lpoke very low and faulter- 
4 ing, yet fo as I could underftand, and faid, Now I 
4 am a going; and about an hour after, laying all the 
4 while without figh or groan, departed this life as 
4 in a flumber in fweet peace, according as he had 
4 foretold, juft as the clock ftruck five, in a perfect 

4 enjoyment 
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T enjoyment of that legacy our Saviour left his fol- 
c lowers; My peace I leave with you, &c. leaving 
f us of the fucceeding generation, a good example 
c to follow; who, as he lived, fo he died, like a 
c lamb, in the eighty-fourth year of his age, the fe- 
4 venth day of the firft month, 1725, 

<GEO. chalkley: 

To which account I fhall add the following fhort 
teftimony concerning my dear and greatly beloved 
father, George Chalkley, viz. 

c I have a great deal in my heart, more than I 
4 can write concerning my dear father's life, it hav- 
4 ing been a wonderful life to me from my youth 
4 up; his early care of me, and counfel to me, 
4 when I was too thoughtlels and wild, melts me in- 
4 to tears now in the remembrance of it; and my 
4 tender mother was a partner with him in the fame 
c exercife, and fhe died in like peace: the laft 
c words I heard her fpeak, were, I long to be diffol- 
c ved. And as to my tender father, I would record 
4 a little briefly in memory of him, that he was, 

4 1 ft. A true and faithful fervant of Chrift. 
c ad. A tender and affectionate hufband : I lived 

4 at home with my parents about twenty years, and 
4 I never heard, that I remember, an angry expref- 
4 fion between them, only once fomething had trou- 
4 bled them, and they both wept, my father faying, 
4 I have been an indulgent hufband unto thee, and 
4 my mother anfwered, I have not been one of the 
4 worft of wives to thee; which were the harflieft 
4 words, and the greateft difference that I obferved 
c between them •, for their life was a life of pe^ce 
4 and love, and they were an excellent example to 
4 us their children. Oh! may we follow them 
4 therein to the end* 

N 2 3d* He 
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c 3d. He had a fartherly care for his children, in 
c tender prayers for us, and in good advice to us, 
c and in giving us learning according to his ability, 
( and teaching us, by his example, as well as precept, 
< induftry, humility, and the true religion of our 
f blefled Saviour, endeavouring to plant it in us be- 
4 times, and to deftroy the evil root of fin in u's, 
c while young. 

c 4th. I was his fervant, as well as his fon, and I 
€ can truly fay, his fervice was delightful, and his 
c company pleafing and profitable to me, and he was 
* alfo beloved much by his other fervants. 

< 5th. He was univerfally beloved by his neigh- 
c bours, and I do not remember any difference be- 
4 tween him and them, in the many years I lived 
f with him ; but all was peace and love. 

* 6th. He was very loving to his relations, and 
1 true to his friends, and a hearty well-wittier and 
* lover of his king and country. 

‘ T. CHALK LEY.’ * 

Our general-meeting at Frankfort, the 30th of the 
fourth month was large, our Friend William Figgot, 
from London, being there (in the courfe of his vifit to 
Friends in America) and had clofe work and good 
fervice in this meeting. 

In the fifth month, 1726, I vifited the meetings 
of Friends at Philadelphia, German-Town, and Bybury, 
in fome of which meetings, as alfo at our own at 
Frankfort, I had very comfortable fatisfadlion : my 
teftimony was pretty fharp fometimes to tranfgref- 
fors, and therefore fome of them hate me, as the Jews 
did my great Matter: becaufe I was concerned to 
teftify, that their deeds were evil, and to excite my 
friends to manifeft a Chriftian zeal, by openly deny¬ 
ing ungodly men, while they continue in their un¬ 
godly works 3 but when they become truly peni- 

rent, 
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tent, and reform their lives, the arms of Chrift, and 
his church, will be open to receive them. 

Being under fome melancholy thoughts, becaufe 
fome perfons, for whom I wifhed well, and to whom I 
had been of fervice, were fo envious and malicious as 
to tell falfe (lories of me, tending to defame me ; as 
1 was riding to our meeting, it opened with fatisfac- 
tion to my mind. The more my enemies hate me, 
the more I will love, if that can be *, and I had hear¬ 
ty defires to come up in the praflice of this refolu- 
tion: and I then thought I lhould come up with 
them all, for if a man loves and prays for his ene¬ 
mies, if they are gained, he is inftrumental to their 
good, and fo hath caufe of rejoicing ; and if they 
are not gained, he heaps coals of fire on their heads; 
fo that every true Chriftian, by keeping under the 
crofs of Chrift, and in the pra£tice of his doctrine* 
gets the better of his enemies. 

In the beginning of the fixth month, I was at the 
burial of Robert Fletcher, a worthy man, and one uni- 
verfally beloved by all forts of people, as far as ever 
2 heard. There was a large meeting at his funeral, 
wherein feveral teftimonies, fuitableto the occafion, 
were borne : fome of his laft words were mentioned, 
which were. That he had lived according to the 
meafure of grace given him. And the dodtrine of 
the refurredtion was maintained according to the 
Scripture, and the people were exhorted to prepare 
for their final change. The death of this Friend 
was a lofs to the country, to our fociety, and to his 
neighbours, as well as to his family and friends. 

After meeting I travelled towards Uw chi and, had a 
meeting there on firft-day, and on fecond-day ano¬ 
ther meeting at Lewis IValker's, and on third-day 
was at the general-meeting at Haverford: Friends 
were exhorted to dwell in the love of God, one to¬ 
wards another; for if they loft their love, they 
would lofe their religion, their peace, and their God; 
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for God is love, and thofe that dwell in God, dwell 
in love. 

My neighbour, Daniel Worthrington, accompanied 
me in this rough travel, fome part of the way being 
hilly, and very ftony and buihv, and the weather 
wet. We had four meetings, and rode about four- 
fcore miles; and though I had travelled much in this 
province, I had never been at fome of thofe places 
before: But a few nights before I fet out, I had a 
plain profpect of them in a dream, or night vifion, 
as I faw them afterwards, which I thought fomewhat 
remarkable. 

The people inhabiting this province, are now be¬ 
come numerous, and make many fettlements in the 
woods, more than I have obferved in my travels in 
any of the Britifh plantations; and there hath long 
been a defire in my mind that they might profper in 
the work of true and thorough reformation; and a 
godly fear and concern being upon me, I have fome- 
times put them in mind of the date of this land, 
when their fachers firft came and fettled in it; and to 
caution them of growing carelefs, and forgetting, the 
Lord, left he lhould forfake them, and turn their 
now fruitful fields into a barren wildernefs, as this 
was fo lately; which it is eafy with him to do, if he 
pleafes, for the fins of the people. 

After my return home, I vifited many meetings, 
as AUngton (youths-meeting) Philadelphia, and Chejier. 
At Chejier 1 was concerned to direft the people to 
that power in themfelves, which is the life of re¬ 
ligion, and to be careful not to reft in the beft forms 
without it; for if we had only the form of godlinels, 
and had not the life and power of it, it might be 
as reasonable for people to turn away from us, as 
it was for our fore-fathers to turn away from other 
focieties. 

In the feventh month I was at our yearly-meeting 
held at Burlington, for the provinces of New-Jerfey 
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and Pennfylvania, which was a very large meeting, 
there being friends from New-England, Rhode-IJland, 
and Europe. 

Firft-day morning I went to Evejhant to the burial 
of our ferviceable friend, Jervis Stockddle, he being 
in good efteem, there was much people. The meet¬ 
ing was ill a good tender frame, and continued feve- 
ral hours fo, in which divers teftimonies were deli-' 
vered, in order to ftir up people to truth and righ- 
teoufnefs, and godly living, that they might die well. 
1 lodged the night before at Peter Featotis, and in 
the morning 1 was awaked out of my deep, as it 
were, by a voice exprefting theft words; He that 
LIVETH AND BELIEVETH IN ME, SHALL NEVER DIE. 

This I took to be the voice of Chrift : I do not 
know that it was vocal, but it was*as plain as one. 
From theft expreflions I had to obferve to the peo¬ 
ple, the happy ftate and privilege of thole who live 
and believe in Chrift, and that fuch muft not live 
in fin. * . • * 

During the time of our yearly-meeting, fome rude 
people came up the river in a fmall (loop, provided 
by them for that purpofe, and fpent their time in 
drinking, carouling, and firing of guns, to the gfief 
and concern of friends, who were reiigioufly difchUrg¬ 
ing their duty in ferving and worfhipping the Al¬ 
mighty-, and it is obfervable, that one of theft dif- 
Orderiy perfons- had his hand fnot off at that time, 
and that the chief promoters and aftors in this riot¬ 
ous company were foon after cut off by death, in the 
prime of their days. 

After the general-meeting was over, which ended 
well, friends in the love of God departed in peace 
for their ftveral habitations, praifing and glorifying 
God. 

In the beginning of the eighth month, having 
feme bufinefs at Cape-May, I ferried over to GlouceJ- 
ter> and went the firft night to James Lord'sx lodged 
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there, got up before day, it being firft-day mornino-, 
and rode near thirty miles to Salem, where we had a 
good meeting, and fo went to Allow ay\ Creek, Co- 
hanfey, and through a barren wildernefs to Cape-May, 
where we had one meeting, and returned by way of 
Egg-Harbour home; in which journey I travelled up¬ 
wards of two hundred miles. At Cape-May I was 
concerned to write a few lines concerning fwearin°\ 
as follows, viz. & ° 

Chriftians ought not to fwear in any cafe, for 
* thei'e reafons— ift. Becaufe Chrift, their Lord, for¬ 

bad it; unto whom the angels in heaven muft be 
fubjedt, and, doubtlefs, fo mull mortal man, to 

‘ whom he gave the precept. We muft and ought 
‘ £o be fubjeft to Chrift, who is Lord of lords, and 
‘ King of kings, and the judge of the quick and the 
* dead: x o him all mortals muft be accountable for 
* their difobedience. He fays, in his fermon on the 
* mount, thus; “ I fay. Swear not at all;” Mat.v. 
*31. Wherefore, how can Chriftians, or fuch who 
* are his friends, fwear, fince he fays alfo, “ Ye are 
“ my friends, if ye do whatfoever I command you,” 

John xv. 14. So confequently thofe who difobey 
4 his commands, muft be his enemies. To this 
* command it is obje&ed, that Chrift only fpoke 
* againft common or prophane fwearing: But this 
* muft needs be a great miftake, becaufe Chrift fays, 
*c It was laid in old time, thou Ihalt perform unto 
*c the Lord thine oaths,” Mat. v. 33. alluding to 
* the law of Mofes, which oaths were folemn and re- 
* ligious; therefore Chrift did not only prohibit 
* vain and prophane fwearing, but all fwearing: 
‘ If we underftand the word all, and what all fig- 
* nifies, then all and any fwearing whatfoever, is 
* not lawful for a Chriftian, according to Chrift’s 
* law and command, which is pofitive to his fol- 
* lowers. 

i 2dly. 
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* adly. James, the holy apoftle of Chrift, our 
c lawgiver and our king, lays, “ Above all things, 
*{ my brethren, fwear not, neither by heaven, neither 
« by the earth, neither by any other oath,” James v. 
€ 12, Chrift fays. Swear not at all; and James y his 
f difciple and apoftle, lays, Swear not by any oath; 
c wherefore, if fwearing on the bible be any oath, 
* or is fwearing at all, it is contrary to the exprefs 
c dodtrine of Chrift, and his apoftle James, as is plain 
6 from the above cited texts. 

c 3<dly. The primitive Chriftians did not fwear 
* at all, in the firft ages of chriftianity. Query, 
c Whether our modern fwearing Chriftians are better 
1 than the primitive ones, who for Chrift, and con- 
6 fcience-fake, could not fwear at all, even before a 
c magiftrate, though legally called? 

c 4thly. Many Chriftians have fuffered death, be- 
c caufe they for confcience-fake could not fwear, 
c and fo break the command of Chrift their Lord; 
* and do not our modern Chriftians trample upon 
c their teftimony and fufterings ? Some of whom fuf- 
c fered death for not fwearing before the heathen 
c magiftrates, and fome were martyred by thePapifts; 
c judge then whether the perfecuted or perfecutors 
f were in the right. 

c 5thly. Many of our worthy friends and fore- 
6 fathers (fince the former) have fuffered to death in 
f gaols for not fwearing, when required by perlecut- 
c ing Proteftants, becaufe for Chrift’s fake and fay- 
( ings, as above, they could not fwear at all. And 
€ this hath been a teftimony which our fociety hath 
c conftantly borne ever fince we have been a people, 
4 for the reafons above; and more alfo if there were 
( occafion, which might be given.’ 

The 23d of the eighth month, I was at the morn¬ 
ing meeting at Philadelphia, on a firfl>day of the 
week, which was large; and 1 was concerned therein 
to exhort friends to labour to purge and cleanfe our 
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fociety offuch under our profeffion who live in open 
prophanenefs, and are riotous in their conventions/ 
1 was at the bank-meeting in the afternoon, where 
we had a comfortable time. And the next fixth-day 
of the week I was at our monthly-meeting, where it 
was unanimoufly agreed, in confideration of fome 
late indecent conduct of fome perfons pretending to 
be of our profeffion, that a teftimony from that meet¬ 
ing ffiould go forth againft fuch diforderly doings; 
and unchriftian practices; and that all fuch' perfons,' 
who were irregular in their conventions, be diffi 
owned to be of our community, until they by repent¬ 
ance manifeft their reformation: which was accord¬ 
ingly foon after publifhed, and read in our firft-day* 
morning-meeting, and in our youths-meeting. And 
about this time our governor iffiued a feafonable 
proclamation againft drinking to excefs, gaming, 
fwearing prophanely, revelling, night-walking, and 
difturbing the peace, and other immoralities; which 
afforded fome fatisfaftion to lober and well-inclined 
friends and others; Yet there remained a great exer- 
cife and concern upon my mind, that fome young 
people, whofe parents had been careful in training 
them up, were grown fo wicked, that by their extra¬ 
vagant conduit, they not only difturbed our religious 
meetings, but likewife became obnoxious to the 
peaceable government we live under. 

In the ninth month I was at divers meetings, at 
Merion, German-Town, Fair-hill, Abington> and Phi¬ 
ladelphia-, in which were feveral marriages folemnized 
in a religious manner. And in the tenth month, I 
went into the county of Salem about my affairs. It 
happened to be at the time of the quarterly-meeting 
for Salem and Gloucejter counties*, but I did not know 
of it, until I came to Salem, where friends were glad 
to fee me, as alfo I was to fee them; there were fome 
of us whofe hearts were knit and united together as 
Jonathan's and David's^ the divine love of God being 

much 



THOMAS CHALKLEY. 203 

much Ihed abroad in our hearts at that meeting. 
When it was over, and I had finidied my bufinefs, 
I could not be clear in my mind without having fome 
meetings in the faid counties of Salem and Gloucefter; 
and though it was a fickly time, and people died 
pretty much in thofe parts where we were going, 
James Lord and I, in the love of Chrift, vifited the 
meetings at Alloway's Creek, Cohanjey, Pile’s Grove, 
Woodbury, Newton, and Haddonfield, having meet¬ 
ings every day in the week, except the laft ; and 
fometimes riding near twenty miles after meeting, 
the days being at the fhorteft, and the weather 
very cold ; but the Lord was with us, which made 
fufficient amends for all the bodily hardfhips we met 
with. 

I got home well, but weary; and was well and joy¬ 
fully received by my loving fpoufe, children, and 
fervants; and I was truly thankful to the moft High 
for his prefence and goodnefs continued tome; fo 
that, though I perceived my bodily ftrength to de¬ 
cline apace, my light, hearing, and voice, failing 
much, I have occalion to believe, at times I was help¬ 
ed even beyond nature in the wTork of Chrift, my 
dear Lord and Mafter. 

The 27th of the tenth month, I heard the news of 
the death of my dear friend, John Lee, by one fent to 
defire my company at his buriaL It affected me 
with forrow, he being an old acquaintance and in¬ 
ward friend of mine, with whom I had travelled many 
miles. He w*as a living, ferviceable minifter of the 
gofpel of Chrift, and inftrumental to convince divers 
of that principle of divine light and truth, which 
'we profels. I could not be at his burial, becaufe 
of my indifpofition, and the unfeafonablenefs of the 
weather; yet I think it my duty to fay this concern¬ 
ing him, That our love and friendfhip was conftant 
and entire unto the end, having been acquainted about 
thirty-five years, as near as I can remember. 

In 
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In the eleventh month, as I was meditating in my 
clofet, on the duty and beauty of that great virtue of 
temperance, it appeared very bright to the view of 
my mind, and the great benefit of it to thofe who 
loved and lived in it: ift. As to religion, it tends to 
keep the mind in an even temper, which is a help to 
devotion, and the pradtice of religious duties. 2dly. 
It is a great prefervative to health and a good conftil 
tution. jdly. It is a bleffing to pofterity, in many 
confiderations. Whereas intemperance deftroys the 
health, ftains the reputation, hurts pofterity, (in 
refpedl to a healthy conftitution of body and eftate) 
ruins many families, brings to poverty and dif- 
grace, and what is yet worfe of all, is a great let 
to religion and the true fear of God, and is a great 
fcandal to any who make profeffion of the Chriftian 
religion. 

In this month I accompanied William Piggot (who 
lately arrived from London, on a religious vifitto the 
meetings of friends in America.) From Philadelphia, 
we went to my houfe at Frankfort, and from thence 
to North Wales, and had two large fatisfadlory meet¬ 
ings on the firft-day ; next day we were at the month¬ 
ly-meeting at Abington, the third day at Frankfort, 
and fourth day at German-Town-, fifth day I went to 
Philadelphia week-day-meeting, and the faid friend 
to Abington general-meeting; and a few days after we 
met again at the quarterly-meeting of minifters and 
elders at Philadelphia. 

The eighth of the twelfth month was our youths- 
meeting at Frankfort-, many dying about this time, 
I was concerned in the meeting to put friends in mind 
of their mortality; and that I had told friends lately, 
at their meetings at Abington and Philadelphia, That 
as I was riding from my houfe to Philadelphia, about 
a mile from the city, I faw (in the vifion of life) the 
hand of the Lord ftretched over the city and province, 
with a rod in it, in order to corrett the inhabi¬ 
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tants for their fins and iniquities; which fight af- 
fefted my mind greatly; and although I did not 
hear any vocal voice, nor fee any vifible hand, yet it 
was as plainly revealed to me as though I had: And 
that notwithftanding I underftood lome flighted that 
teftimony, yet I obferved to them, that fince that 
time more people were taken away than common, as 
they now might fee; and indeed that inward fight and 
fenfe I had of the difpleafure of God for the fins 
of the times, made great impreffion on my mind; 
and that no flefh might glory, the Lord took, from 
the evil to come, feveral lober, well-inclined young 
people, as well as divers whofe lives and conven¬ 
tions were evil and vicious; fo that all had need to 
be warned to be watchful, and turn to the Lord, left 
he come at unawares, and call us fuddenly out of the 
world unprepared. In the twelfth and firfl months 
many died, of all ages and profeflions; and now 
fome, who would hardly give credit to what I had 
delivered in feveral meetings, began to fee the ful¬ 
filling of it, and great talk there was about it. And 
many lolid and large meetings we had with the peo¬ 
ple at divers funerals about this time, exhorting the 
people not to flight the prefent vifitation of the Al¬ 
mighty, and to prepare for eternity, to meet the 
Judge of the quick and the dead, who ftands at the 
door. And among many that were taken away bv 
death, were fome few of my particular friends ; and 
firft, dear Hannah Hill, who was a bright example of 
piety and charity, fhe was like a nurling mother to 
me in my afflidtions, as was herhufband more like a 
brother than one not related, whofe generous enter¬ 
tainment I may never forget at times. Thomas Grif¬ 
fith, and Elizabeth his wife, died alfo about this time: 
Thomas was a ferviceable man, and well efteemed in 
our lociety; and his wife a noted woman for being 
helpful to, and vifiting the fick. She chole the houfe 
of mourning, rather than the houfe of mirth, Thefe 
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were worthy ancients, who made peaceable and 
good ends, and to whom may be properly applied 
that remarkable text of fcripture, Mark the up¬ 
right, and behold the juft, for the end of that man is 
peace. 

In the fecond month, 1727, I proceeded on a 
voyage to Barbadoes, on account of bufinefs, for the 
fupport of my family, and in order to difcharge my 
jult debts, which were occafioned by great Ioffes by 
fea and land. Many of my friends were kind to me, 
and lent a cargo of goods in the fioop John, Anthony 
Teel mailer, configned to me for fales and returns, 
When the veffel was loaded, Die proceeded down 
the liver, and I went by land to Salem, and was at 
meeting there on firft-day, and on third-day went 
aboard the Hoop at Eljenbo?ough. On the 8th of the 
fecond month we took in our boat and anchors, 
and proceeded to fea. From Eifenbovough and the 
Capes I wrote to my wife, giving her an account how 
it was with me, and encouraged her to bear my ab- 
fence with patience: It was indeed very hard for us 
to part. 

I may not omit taking notice of an exercife which 
I felt one night as I lay on my bed in Philadelphia, 
(on the 21ft of the firft month, my Deep being 
taken from me) which I recolleded and wrote down 
on board the aforelaid veffel, and was in this man¬ 
ner, viz. 

That the Lord was angry with the people of 
c Philadelphia and Pennjylvania, becaufe of the great 
€ fins and wickednefs which were committed by the 
€ inhabitants in public-houfes, and elfewhere; and 
6 that the Lord was angry with the magiftrates alfo, 
c becaule theyufe not their power as they might do, 
c in order to fupprefs wickednefs; and do not, fo 
c 

€ 

much as they ought, put the laws already made, in 
execution, againft prophanenefs and immorality. 
And the Lord is angry with the reprefentatives of 

* 
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* the people of the land, hecaufe they take not fo 
c much care to fupprefs vice and wickednefs, and 
f wicked houfes, in which our youth are grofsly cor- 
* rupted, as they ought to do. And alfo the Lord 
c is angry with many of the better fort of the people, 
c becaufe they leek after and love the things of this 
c world, more than the things of his kingdom: 
( And it was ftiewed me, that the anger of the Moft 
‘ High would (till be againft us, until there was a 
c greater reformation in thefe things.’ [It is worthy 
of commendation, that our governor, Tho. Lloyd, 
fometimes in the evening, before he went to reft, ufed 
to go in perfon to public-houfes, and order the peo¬ 
ple he found there to their own houfes, till at length 
he was inftrumental to promote better order, and 
did, in a great meafure, fupprefs vice and immorality 
in the city.] 

For fome days after we were at fea, the weather 
was pleafant, and we had our health, for which my 
heart was truly thankful. I exhorted the failors 
againft fwearing •, and though they had been much 
ufed to it, they left it off, fo that it was rare to hear 
any of them fwear; for which reformation, fo far, 1 
was glad. I lent and gave them feveral good books, 
which they read, and fhewed much refpeft to me: 
Butfoon after the wind was contrary for fome days, 
and fome in the veffel were quarrelfome. I afked 
them what they thought of the faying of Chrift, viz. 
If a man fmite thee on the cheek, turn to him the 
other alfo: At which they were ftlent and better 
conditioned to one another afterwards, and we had 
fome reformation both from fighting and fwearing. 
This voyage I was not fo fea-fick as I formerly had 
been (though I had, before I left home, fome uneafy 
thoughts about my ufually being fea-fick) which I 
took as a peculiar favour from heaven. About the 
latitude ol 20 degrees north, we met with calms and 
contrary winds, which was very hard for fome in the 

veffel 



2055 The JOURNAL of 

veil'd to bear, they putting themfelves much out of 
temper about it; as for my own part, I had been 
uled to difappointment, and therefore did not fo 
much mind it. I fpent pretty much of my time in 
reading and writing, and God being gracious, it was 
m the mam a comfortable time to me; and I enjoyed 
my health as well as ever I did at fea in my life, for 
which I often breathed forth inward thanks to the 
Almighty. On the 5th of the third month we ar- 

* rived at Barbadoesy and I was lovingly received by 
our friends, but came to a very low market for my 
goods. } 

I vifited friends meetings on the illand, and had fe- 
veral open meetings at Bridge-Town, and Speight’s- 
Town, and likewile at Pumkin-hill, and the Spring. 
On the day of Pentecoft, fo called, we had a meeting 
at Bridge-Towny in which was Ihewn the work and 
operation of God’s fpirit on the old world, and under 
the law; and the everlalling duration and operation 
of the lame holy Spirit under the gofpel difpenfa- 
tion, which, Chrift faid, Ihould abide for ever. At 
the quarterly-meeting at Speight's-Town was Judge 
Allen, and the captain of the man of war ftationed 
there, with feveral others, not of our fociety. I was 
much drawn forth in this meeting to fpeak of the 
power of the Father, Son, and the Spirit, opening to 
the people how we had been mifreprefented, in refpedl 
to our belief in the Trinity, or the holy Three which 
bear record in heaven, the Father, Word, and Spirit, 
which three are one; for that it was clear and plain, 
that we are more orthodox in the belief in the Deity, 
than thofe who do not believe in the operation of the 
holy Ghoft; as alfo that none could be true Chrilti- 
ans without it. It was queried. How could they be 
clear in their belief in the holy Trinity, or the Three 
that bear record in heaven, who believe the holy 
Spirit is ceafed in his operations, gifts, or immedi¬ 
ate revelations, and if ceafed, when, and where, to 
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-whom, and how ? The people were very fiber and 
attentive, and ftaid all the time; and after the meet¬ 
ing was done fome time, divers expreffed their latis- 
fafticn with what was laid. My good friend, Peter 
Sharp, of Maryland, was with me at this meeting 
on whole account fome of the people came. He had 
good fervice in the meeting, and I was glad of his 
company in this Hand, where we joyfully met and 
parked in the love 01 Chritt, At this meeting we 
had cacn 01 us a ceitiftcate from friends, figmfyin^ 
their unity with our conversations and fervices The 
laft meeting I had at Barbados, was at Speight's- 

on a firft-day; it was a folid, good meeting, 
in which I took my leave of friends there, and ex¬ 
horted them to believe in and hear C hr ill, he beino- 
a teachei that could not be removed from them, as 
men often were; and, though they were but few, they 
were defired to meet in Chrift’s name; and I had to 
fnew them the difference between us and their Chrif- 
tian profeffors, v/110 hold no public worfhio if there 
be no outward teacher. Whereas, if but two or 
three meet in the name of Chrift, he has promifed to 
be m the midft of them; and he is the belt teacher 
we can have. 

, °n the 14th of the fourth month we let fail from 
tins Hand, and for the molt part had fair weather 
and fair winds, and faw feveral Hips, but fpoke with 
none. 1 

I was one evening leaning over the fide of the 

V. ’ as °eing verylonefome, having little conver¬ 
sation wan any in the veffel for divers reafons, I 
turned from all outward things to the Lord, and 
v/as g a to feel his prefence and goodnefs, which 
t.as a comfort to me in my lonefome Irate ; and 
as my travels- and concerns had called and caufed 
me to 'e much on the feas, it alfo pleafed my 
goot an giacious God- to fupport me thereon 

any times, m divers trials, temptations, and ex- 
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ercifes; for all which, I bow in awful reverence be¬ 
fore him, and return thankfgiving and praile to his 
great name. 

The firli of the fifth month about noon we came 
to the Capes of Delaw are, and failed up the bay; but 
in a little time we touched the ground with our vef- 
fel feveral times; there being little wind, we got no 
harm; but two hours after, or thereabouts, a gull, 
or ftorm of wind, took us, which, if it had met with 
us on the fhoals where we ftruck, in all likelihood 
we muft have perifhed, which I took to be a remark¬ 
able deliverance. Next tide we got to Newcajile, 
and it being firft-day, I had a meeting with friends 
there, with which we were greatly refrefhed in the 
Lord, and in one another. After meeting I went on 
board the fioop, and having a fair wind, we failed for 
Philadelphia, where we arrived about the eleventh 
hour, lodged that night at Paul Preftons, and next 
day went home to my family at Frankfort, where my 
wife, children, and fervants, received me with much 
rejoicing. 

When I was in Barbadoes, P. M. who accom¬ 
panied me from Bridgetown to windward to Coun- 
fellor Week's, told me. That when I was in the ifiand 
before, he and I had feme difeourfe concerning the 
ufe of the fword, he then (not being of our fociety) 
wore a lword, but now had left it off, and his bull- 
nefs alfo, which was worth fome hundreds a year. 
I had reminded him of Chrift’s words, that “ Thofe 

who take the fword, fhould perifh with the fword," 
Matt. xxvi. 52. and. Refill not evil; and if a man 
Unite thee on one cheek, turn the other alio : Love 
enemies, do good to them that hate you, pray lor 
them who defpitefully ufe you, and perfecute you. 
After I had ufed thefe arguments, he* aiked me, If 
one came to kill me, would I not kill rather than be 
killed ? I told him, No; fo far as I know my own 
heart, I had rather be killed than kill. He laid. 

That 
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That was flrange, and defired to know what reafon 
I could give for it. I told him, that I being inno¬ 
cent, if I were killed in my body, my foul might be 
happy; but if I killed him, he dying in his wicked- 
nefs, would confequently be unhappy ; and if I were 
killed, he might live to repent; but if I killed him, 
he would have no time to repent: fo that if he killed 
me, I fhould have much the better, both in refpeft 
to myfelf and to him. This difcourfe had made fo 
much impreffion, and fo affedted him, that he laid, 
he could not but often remember it. And when we 
parted at Bridgetown, we embraced each other, in 
open arms of Chriftian love, far from that which 
would hurt or deftroy. 

After I had been at home fome time, I vifited the 
meetings at Philadelphia, Burlington, and German- 
Town, in which places I had lervice of divers kinds, 
and was lovingly received by friends and others. 

In the fifth month, JoJhua Fielding and John Ox¬ 
ley had a large and fatisfadlory meeting at Frankfort. 
JoJhua came from London on a religious vifit to Ame¬ 
rica, and having been on divers iflands, he landed on 
the main at South-Carolina, and from thence travelled 
through the wildernefs 400 miles, or more, where 
no public friend had ever travelled before. The 
journey was perilous, but the Lord was with him; 
who may in his own time, make way for his fervants 
in thole defart places. John Oxley came on the 
fame account from Barbadoes, and had good fervice 
among friends in his public miniftry. 

In this month, we thinking it convenient to fend 
our little children to fchool, and not having a fchooL 
mafterofour iociety near us, concluded to put our 
ion and daughter under the care of Nathaniel Walton* 
to whom I thought it my duty to write a few lines 
about the falutation and language I would have them 
trained up in, which were on this wife, viz. 

Frankfort, Oa 
M 4 
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Frankfort, 30th of the fifth months 1727* 

Loving friend, Nathaniel Walton, 
HOPE thou wilt excufe this freedom which I 

f jf take with thee, in writing this on account of my 
c children, in thefe particulars, viz. refpePcing the 
< compliment of the Hat, and Courtefying, the 
c practice thereof being againft my profdfed princi- 
* pie: ift. Becaufe 1 find nothing like it in the 
* bibie; but, as 1 think, the contrary. Thou knows 
c the pafiage of the Three Children of God, who flood 
c covered before a mighty monarch; and Mordecai, 
< who could not bow to great Ham an. And, 2dly, 
* I believe thofe practices derived from vain, proud 
c man. And as to Language, I defire my children 
K may not be permitted to ufie the plural language 
( to a fingle perfon; but I pray thee to learn them 
* to fay Thee, and Thou, and Thy, and to fpeak it 
€ properly, divers ufing it improperly; and the ra- 
* ther I defire it, becaufe it is all along ufed in the 
* divine infpired holy writings. I fuppofe thou art 
€ not a ftranger of its rife being from the grandeur 
* and apoftacy of the Romiih church; and, alfo, 
* that You to a fingle perfon, is not confonant to the 
< book of God, nor the true rules of grammar. I 
( know it is generally objected, That the end of 
c fpeech is to be underftood : But it is underftood 
* better in and according to the language of God, 
€ Chrift, and the holy Ghofl, in the bibie, and the 
€ language of kings, and all people, as we read it in 
* the holy feriptures; why then fhould we be afhamed 
< of it, or fliuo it 3 and bring in and uphold a cuftom 
* contrary to it ? The fame care I would have thee 
c take about the names of the Days and Months, 
c which are derived from the names of the Gods of 
* the Heathens, and are not found in the bibie. I 
c fuppofe I have the mind of all thole of our fociety 
c in the above, it being conionant to our principle 

4 and 
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* and profeffion, and I write in a motion of divine 

c love to all. 
‘ As to the fchool-learning of my children, I leave 

* to thy management, not queftioning thy ability 
< therein ; and if they want corre&ion, fpare not the 
( rod. 

c I hope thou wilt obferve this direction in teach- 
‘ ing my children, in which thou wilt oblige thy 
* allured friend, 

« r. chalkle r: 

The latter end of the fifth, and the beginning of 
the fixth months, the weather was exceeding hot, 
fo that divers people died luddenly of the heat, as it 
was fuppofed. 

The" beginning of the fixth month I was at the 
youths-meeting at Abington, which was large and 
open to many; and I not having been there fince I 
came from fea, divers expreffed their gladnefs to lee 
me; and we were that day favoured with fome 
fhowers, both celeftial and elementary, to our com¬ 
fort. 

In the fame month I was alio at the youths-meet¬ 
ing in Philadelphia: it had been a fickly time, but 
many had recovered. That pafiage opened on my 
mind, to fpeak of in the meeting, concerning the 
lepers, which Chrift cleanfed and healed, being ten 
in number, and that but one came to return thanks 
to God, for being healed and reftored to health, Luke 
xvii. 12. Friends were exhorted to prize their 
health, and to fhew their thankfulnefs to God, the 
giver of ir, by fearing and ierving him, and taking 
heed to Chrift, the word in their hearts. The meet¬ 
ing was in a good, folid frame, and we prailed the 
Lord together, and gave him thanks lor his merci¬ 
ful visitation.- 

About this time I heard of the death of our king 
(George-the I.) a prince whom I loved and honoured'; 

O > which 
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which news was very forrowful to me on divers ac¬ 
counts : his love and kindnefs to our fociety, was 
well worthy our grateful remembrance. 

On a third-day, being our week-day-meeting at 
Frankfort, Elizabeth Whartnaby and Mary Smith were 
there: it was a comfortable opportunity. They 
were two nights at my houfe. Elizabeth was pre¬ 
paring to leave this land for Barbadoesy and Europe, 
Intending a religious vifit to Friends. 

d he doth of the fixth month, going into my clo- 
fet, I there met with a paper of my fon-in-law IJaac 
Brown s, and finding the contents were religious, as I 
had done of feveral of his late writings, I found it on 
my mind to write to him after this manner: 

Dear Son Ifaacy 

€ JXY *evera^ writings of thine, of late, I perceive 
c Jl3 that a good thing is at work in thy mind, the 
< which I pray the All-wife and Infinite Being to 
€ promote in thy heart, to thy eternal falvation, and 
r his glory. 1 now begin to be in lome hopes that 
c my Payers and tears for thee, in the Lord’s time, 
c may be anfwered : and I do believe, if thou keeps 
* low in thy mind, that God will more and more vifit 
c thee. The advice of David to his fon Solomon, 
€ when he alio gave him the kingdom, comes before 
c my mind to give thee.’ Ci My fon, know thou 
<c the God of thy Father, and ferve him with a per- 
<c fe£t heart, and with a willing mind 5 for the Lord 
<c fearcheth all hearts, and underftandeth ail the ima- 
fC ginations of the thoughts; if thou leek him, he 
€C will be found of thee ; but if thou forfake him, 

he will call: thee off for ever.” 1 Chron. xxviii. 9, 
* Dear ljaacy this was counfel from one of the great- 
c eft and beft of kings, to a wife young prince, who 
* petitioned the Almighty for divine wifdom, before 
c riches, or honour, or long life; which petition fo 
f pleafed God, that he anfwered his requeft, and, 

c over 
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* over and above, bkffed him in an extraordinary 

c manner. 
€ I perceive thou art inclined to read pretty mucn ; 

c 1 pray thee, that thy chief ftudy in books may be 
< the holy Scriptures. Let all other books, though 
< of ufe and good, in their places, be fubfervient to 
< them for their authority, of all other writings, 
c to the true believers in Chrift, are moft divine; 
‘ they having a lupernatural fpring and divine evi- 
‘ dence in them to the virtuous and pious readers. 
‘ Thou, my fon, wilt much comfort the heart of thy 
4 tender mother, and of me thy loving and careful 
* father, if thou follows and perfeveres in the way 
‘ of virtue and truth ; which, that thou mayeft, is 
c the prayer of thy affedtionate father-in-law. 

« T. chalklet: 

The latter end of the fixth month, I went to the 
general-meeting of minifters and elders for the Eaji 
part of New-Jerfey, and to the quarterly and youths- 
meeting at Burlington, and to a general-meeting at 
Stony-Brook, and to the quarterly-meeting of the coun¬ 
ty of Bucks. John Oxley, of Barbadoes, and Jojhuct 
Fielding, of London, were at divers of thofe meetings, 
wherein we had open, feafonable opportunities ; and 
I had a large, affedting account from JoJhua, of his 
long and difficult travels in the fervice of truth to 
the IVeft-India ifles, and thence to South Carolina, 
from whence he came through the wildernefs by 
land, through North-Carolina, Virginia, &c. to this 
province. 

The 16th of the feventh month began our yearly- 
meeting at Philadelphia, which was attended with the 
gracious prefence of God, to the comfort and great 
fatisfaftion of many fouls. In this meeting divers 
young men and young women appeared, who were 
lately come forth in the miniftry, and^ as I believe, 

O 4 had 
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had received a meafure of the gift of (Thrift’s gofpe] - 
whjch was cauie rejoicing to the faithful amon^us - 
and excited our thankfgiving and praifes to the°Al- 
mighty Lord of heaven and earth. 

. At this meeting we had the company of four mi- 
nifters from Great - Br it ai n> and one from Barba does 
and many from divers other parts, it being a fe^ 
large gathering of fome thouiands of people, as was 
oelieved, ^in which many were ftrengthened in their 
jaitn in Chnft, and comforted through the power of 
the holy Oho it, that blefled Comforter, which Chrilt 
promifed to his church, who fhould be with them for 
ever, and guide them into all truth. 

Next firft-day after the yearly-meeting, I, with 
feveral of my neighbours, went over Delaware, to a 
meeting up Penjawken creek •, in which the wonder¬ 
ful love of God was declared, in fending his Son up¬ 
on eaitn, wno, as he wras man, died for man, and is 
now by his fpirit prefent with all thofe that truly be¬ 
lieve in him; he being the meffenger of the cove¬ 
nant of God to mankind. And on fecond-day, be- 
ii.g 2j)tn of the feventh month, I had the for- 
rowiul tidings of the death of my beloved Friend 
James Lord; who, on his death-bed, delired that I 
might be lent for to his burial. In the confideration 
of Chriftian love that was between us, I think I 
may truly note, that we were always glad to meet 
eacn other; therefore the thoughts of this fo fudden 
change, and final parting, brought, for the preient, 
a fadnels and heavinefs over my mind; confiderincr 
his ftation in that neighbourhood, and lervice in that 
congregation to which he did belong ; for therein he 
v/as well-beloved, and very ferviceable. 

And ch ! the lofs that his dear wife and tender 
cnildren will have of him, really affedfs me with bor¬ 
row in penning thefe notes; but the borrow, in thefe 
things, is all on our fide; for he, without doubt, is 
at reft with his great Matter in heaven. We had a 

larger 
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larger meeting at his funeral, than ever was known 
to be there before, (as an ancient Friend told me) 
which was folemn and ferviceable to many. 

Some time after, having been at divers meetings 
about home, John Oxley and I, in company, vifited 
Friends on Long-lfland. At Flujhing, we were at the 
burial of Jonathan Dickenfon: many people, of divers 
perfuafions, were at the meeting on that occafion, 
and were very fober and attentive. I was at the 
yearly-meeting for the fouth-fide of the ifland, at a 
place called Seccataug, which meeting was large, 
many Friends and others coming to it over the plains, 
I was afterwards at the yearly-meeting at Shrewjbury, 
in Eafi-Jerfey, which held three days, and was very 
large, and the laft day the people were very {till. 
Jojhua Fielding was at this meeting, and was therein 
concerned to preach the gofpel of Chrift with good 
authority, and matter fuitable to a true gofpel-mini- 
fter •, John Oxley was ill of a fever, fo that he could 
not be there ; but there were brethren from divers 
parts, and the power and prefence of the Moft High 
was with and among us; bleffed be his name. 

I was alfo at Rohaway river, where was a folid, 
good meeting. From thence I returned home, hav¬ 
ing been abroad about a month, and at above twen¬ 
ty meetings, and travelled about 350 miles. 

In the eighth month, at Frankfort, we had three 
burials out of one houfe, at one time; the mother, - 
daughter, and grand-daughter, of which I had never 
known the like inftance before ; on this occafion we 
had the company of many neighbours, and a very fo¬ 
lemn meeting at our meeting-houfe at Frankfort. 

About this time I was at divers meetings at Phila- 
delphia, Abington, and Burlington: we had an even¬ 
ing-meeting at Burlington with Richard Smith, junior; 
who had been fo ill that he could not get out to 
meetings for forne months; it was fuch a iatisfa&ory 
meeting, that he^ and and others that were there, 

w .. ■ 
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will not eafily forget, our hearts being broken to- 
gether. 

The world Hill continued to frown upon me; but 
though roy cafe was fuch in this world, yet, at times, 
I had gieat confolation in Chrift $ and, in the midfb 
of my troubles, when I looked back, I could truly 
lay, I hat I had not been extravagant, but frugal; 
not covetous, but charitable 5 not idie, but mduftri- 
ous; not willing to be fuch an infidel as not to take 
cate foi my family ; it waslomelolid comfort to my 
mind; ana I blefs the Almighty, that I always pre¬ 
ferred his work and fervice to my own, and therein 
had great peace. jThis I can alfo fay, if it were the 
Jait I fliouid lay, I hat I never wilfully, or know- 
ingly, wronged any man, woman, or child, fince I 
came to years of difcretion ; and yet I have nothing 
to boaft of; it is the Lord's grace and mercy which 
iaveth us. 

Having occafxon to make another voyage to Bar- 
badoesy I wrote to the teacher of my children as foL 
loweth: 

Frankfort, 10th of the tenth month, 1727: 
* 

Loving Friend, 
‘ T BEING going to Barhadoes, leave the charge 

JL of my little children to thy care, not doubting 
c thy management of them, by their growing in their 
e learning, pleafe to inftruft them to iobriety, and 
‘ the fear of God, and faith in Chrift • and, if I 
c never lliould fee them or thee any more, our lives 
c being uncertain in this world, pray let them know, 
e that it was their father’s will and defire, that they 
c fhould mind their learning, and, above all things, 
c mind the fear of the Moft High. When my little 
* daughter hath read her Teftament through, I 
* would have her go to writing, and George the fame, 
* 011 the lame terms, Pleale to learn them the ufe 

£ of 
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t of chapter and verfe, that if any afk them where 
« they are learning, they may tell. And, kind friend, 
« inafmuch as I perceive thou haft followed my for- 
< mer diredions, I look on myfelf obliged to thee ; 
4 therefore am fo much the more free to impart my 
* mind to thee, now on my departure; which, with 
« real love, is from thy loving fiiend, 

< T. CHALK LET: 

< P. S. Although my care is great for my child- 
* rens learning their books, yet it is much more fo 
c as to their learning true piety and virtue/ 

On the 25th of the tenth month we fet fail from 
Philadelphia, in the ftoop Dove, Ofwald Peel matter ; 
having taken a folemn farewell of my dear wife, 
children, and friends, in order for the fupport of my 
family, and anfwering my juft debts, which I had 
contraded. On the 27th day of the month, in the 
evening, we took in our boat, and put to lea ; had 
fome rough weather in our pafiage, but lived com¬ 
fortably 5 we being all loving and obliging one to 
another. On the 15th of the eleventh month we 
fafely arrived at Speight’s-Town, in Barbadoes; and the 
18th between the hours of five and fix in the morn¬ 
ing, we felt the greateft earthquake that I had ever 
felt; having been fenfible of three, one dtLondon^onc 
at Jamaica, and one at Frankfort in Pennfylvania. I 
was thankful in my heart to the Lord for my fafe arri¬ 
val, and that we were all prelerved fafe in our ftormy 
pafiage, and deep loaded vcftel ; one veflel being 
loft that came out a little time before us, and ano¬ 
ther, which came from our port to this ifland a few 
days iooner than we, loft three men by the violence 
of the ftorm, and received much damage otherwife; 
one of them being a neighbour of mine, with whom I 
was well acquainted;, it affeded my mind very much. 

I vifited 
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I vlilted Friends meetings in Barbadoes, and Tome di¬ 
vers times over; and had occafion in fome meetings 
to mention the earthquake, which I told them I d?d 
believe was a vifitation from the Almighty, in order 
to put people in mind of mortality, and to reform 
them from the evil of their ways, and call them to 
repentance. 

While I was in Barbadoes, Francis Gamble died, 
whom I went to vifit feveral times in his ficknefs : 
at his funeral was a large gathering of his neigh¬ 
bours, and others ; and divers not of our fociety, 
exprelled their fatisfadion with the meetinp-. The 
people in and about Speight's-Town, in Barbadoes, 
were very loving and kind to me, more than I ever 
had obieiveci before; even fome vile, prophane men, 
whom I could not forbear to reprove for their fwear- 
ing, and taking the facred name in vain, yet they 
ihewed refped, notwithftanding I reproved them 
Riarply. Who can take the facred name of God 
into their mouths in vain, and be guiltlefs ? Or who 
can hear it, and forbear reproving it, without beinp' 
remils in their duty ? this great evil is too frequently 
praftifed in this rich (poor) illandof Barbadoes (rich 
in earthly, but poor in heavenly trealure) which 
caufed me many times to mourn in fecret before the 
Almighty, praying him for the reformation of the 
people, for Chrift’s fake, and for the glory of his 
own eternal name. 

The 27th of the firft month, 1728, having done 
my bufinefs in Barbadoes, and feen Friends generally, 
an opportunity offered for my return home, in the 
brigantine Sarah and Mary, Samuel Gallop mailer, 
bound for Burlington, in company with William Bury 
and William Callender, both of Barbadoes. Our mafter 
was exceeding kind to us in the voyage. The wind 
hanging northerly, we could not go to windward of 
Martinico, but drove to leeward, and failed by the 
ifles ot Lucia, Martinico} Dominica} Gitadaloupe, Anti- 
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gua, Montferrat, Rodondo, Hevis, Chrifioprjer s, S/aiia^ 
Saba, Martin s, Anguilla, Bartholomew's, Sombrero, 
and four other fmall iflands which are called the 
Saints. It was very pleafant lading by thefe iflands, 
only fome of them were fo exceeding high, that in 
fome places we were becalmed, and the clouds ap¬ 
peared below the tops of divers of the mountains. 
At Chrijiophers, which is accounted the highelt of 
them, there being a fmall river of good frefh water, 
we fent our boat on fhore for fome, having none very 
good on board. We lay off and on about two hours, 
but did not come to. 1 was thankful for this water, 
it being my conftant drink; it was alfo veryService¬ 
able to the people on board. After we left the ifle 
of Sombrero, we law a fail, which we thought flood af¬ 
ter us, and hearing at ChriJlophePs that leveral Spanijb 
privateers were on that coaft, our mafter, and fome 
others on board, were a little furprized *, but we foon 
left her out of fight, and we afterwards went plea- 
fantly on our way, until we came to the latitude of 
Bermudas, where the winds blew frefh, and much a- 
gainft us ; and this winter having been very hard, we 
felt the fharp blafls of the latter end of it. We had 
a paffage of about thirty days, and came very plea- 
fantly up the bay and river ; and it pleafed God that 
I got home once more to my beloved wife and child¬ 
ren, and was joyfully received by all my family, 
whom I found in a good degree of health ; for which 
I did, as I had occafion to do, blefs and praife the 
great name of the mofi High, who is worthy for 
ever. 

• After I came home, I was at many meetings in 
Pennfylvania and Jerfey, viz. at Philadelphia^ Burling- 
ton, Brijloly Biberry, Frankfort, German-Fawn, New* 
Hanover, Crofwicks, &c. in all which meetings I had 
fome fervice to Friends fatisfa&ion, and was comfort¬ 
ed with the goodnefs of God in the midfl of my af¬ 
flictions. My bufinefs lying much at Burlington, I 

fpent 
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fpent pretty much of my time there for feveral weeks- 
where my friends manifefted a tender and hearty 
relpeft towards me, and fympathized with me in my 
troubles and travels; and there I prepared for anol 
ther voyage ; for I was fully refolved, through divine 
affilcance, to pay all my juft debts, which I contract¬ 
ed, and lay on me, through many Ioffes, or elfe to 
uie in tne purfuit of it; in which refolve I had in¬ 
ward peace and fatisfaction; though fuch labour, 
travel, and feparation from my family, was a meat 
crofs to nature. ° 

On the 14th of the fifth month we went on board 
tne brigantine Sarah and Mary, Samuel Gallop mafter, 
for Barbadoss; and on the 16th we failed down the 
ba^3 and put to fea, and I wrote a loving, tender 
letter to my wife and family, and another to my 
friends at Burlington. We had fair winds for about 
two weeks, after which they were contrary for feve¬ 
ral days, during which two of our men had a fever, 
and our vefiel proved leaky, though tight in fmootfi 
water, which was fome concern to us, and oblio-ed 
us to pump every half hour; but the leak being 
much the fame, while at lea, we were the more ealy 
about it« I took care of thole two people that were 
fick, who foon recovered. The 3d and 4th days of 
the fixth month, it was very windy, with lightning, 
thunder, and rain; in which rough weather one of our 
bell failors put his fhoulder out of joint, and they 
brought him to me to fee if I could do him any fer- 
vice ; I was not forward to meddle; but the man and 
the people believing, if I would undertake for him, I 
might help him ; I told them, that though I did not 
underftand bone-letting, I would inftrud: them the 
bell I could; then 1 ordered him to be let down upon 
the deck, and to be ftripped to the waift, and got a 
round piece of wood as thick as his arm, and wrap¬ 
ped a p.ece of cloth about it, that it might not bruife 
his fleih, and put it under his arm, and ordered two 

men. 
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men, one at each end of it, to lift up ftrongly, and a 
third man to ftretch his arm out, and keep it down 
withal, which being done, the bone went into its 
place; for which I was thankful in my heart to the 
Almighty. About the ioth of the fixth month, we 
fafely arrived at Speight’s-Town in Barbadoes, being 
the firft-day of the week. From whence I had an 
opportunity, by Alexander Seaton, mafter of a veflel 
bound to Pennsylvania, to fend an account of our fafe 
arrival. 

I had many meetings in the ifiand, and made feve- 
ral vifits to divers Tick perfons, one of which was par¬ 
ticularly to the fatisfadlion of the perl'on vifited, and 
his relations: he died, and was buried at Bleathcott’s- 
Bay, where we had a large meeting at our meeting- 
houfe, where was many people, and it was a good, 
l’eafonable opportunity, in which I had occafion to 
remind them of their mortality, and prefs them to a 
holy life, the way to a happy immortality. I had 
divers meetings at Bridge-Town, Speight’s-Town, and 
the Spring where the teftimony of Chrift’s gofpel 
was well received. And after a ftay of three weeks, 
I left Barbadoes on the ill of the feventh month, and 
took my pafiage in the Amity, Charles Hargrave maf¬ 
ter, who was very friendly to me in my pafiage, as 
were all on board. We arrived at our port without 
calling anchor in all our voyage, and laid the veficl 
to the wharf at Philadelphia, and on my landing I 
immediately went into the meeting of minillers and 
elders, it being juft meeting time, where we were 
much comforted together in Chriftj after which I 
went home, being lovingly received by my wife and 
family, having been from home about"ten weeks. 

After I came home from this voyage, I vifited the 
meetings of friends at Philadelphia, Frankfort, Ger¬ 
man-Town, the Falls of 'Delaware, Burlington, New- 
Hanover, Mount-Holy, Fair-Hill, tec. 

The 
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The 2d of the ninth month I was at the quarterly- 
meeting of minifters and elders at Philadelphia, where 
I met with Jofeph Taylor, a Friend, who had vilited 
our meetings pretty generally on the continent of 
America, in the miniftry of the golpel, and was now 
on his return homewards; with whole vifit Friends 
had good unity, and certified the fame to our bre¬ 
thren ol the meeting where he lived in Great-Bri- 
tain. 

.AFcCi this I was at divers meetings in Pennsylvania} 
and JerJey, and the latter end of the ninth month, 
Sarah, the wife of Jeremiah Elfrelh, died very fud- 
denly, having been the day before walking in her 
garden ; fire was a fober young woman, and her 
death much lamented; her burial occafioned my 
flay at Philadelphia, which I had divers times lhun- 
xred, becaufe a concern had been on me for fome 
time, to declare to the people of that city. That 
the Lord was angry with the legifiators of Pennfyl- 
%ania, becaufe they were not fo much concerned to 
promote religion and piety as they ought, and to 
make fuch laws as might prevent the excefiive in- 
creafe of publick houfes, which often prove fern in a- 
ries ol Satan •, but ftrove to promote parties more 
than religion : and that the Lord was angry with 
the magillrates, becaufe they did not fo much as 
they might, and ought to do, put thofe good and 
wholefome laws in execution, which were already 
made, againlt vice and immorality; and that the 
Lord was angry with fome of the better lbrt of peo¬ 
ple, becaufe they feek and mind the things of this 
world, more than the things of God and his king¬ 
dom. But I was helped to dear myfelf in the morn¬ 
ing-meeting, to the fatisfaftion of many of the honell 
hearted, and unburden my mind of a great exercife 
that I had long lain under. 

In the afternoon we had a large meeting at the 
bank meeting-houfe, occafioned by the aforefaid bu¬ 
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nal; the refurre&ion of the dead was declared in that 
meeting, according to the dodlrine of our Saviour 
Jeius Chrift, the great author of the Chriftian reli¬ 
gion, and alfo of that eminent apoftle Paul; and 
that old and faife calumny, that our fociety denied 
the relurredlion of the dead, was publickly denied 
and refuted. The people were exhorted to live well 
that they might die well; and then they need not 
doubt but that they would rife well at the refurrec- 
tion in the lad day. The meeting concluded with 
praife to the Almighty for all his mercies, and prayer 
to him, that he would fanftify that day’s fervice to 
the people. 

In the tenth month I prepared for another voyage 
to the ifand of Barbadoes, and had the fhip Briftol 
llope, configned to me, but the winter fetting in 
looner than common, cauled our flay much longer 
than we expefted, whereby I had the opportunity to 
vifit divers meetings, as Burlington, t he Falls of Dela¬ 
ware, Nefhaminy, V/right's-Town, and Philadelphia. In 
this City a concern was on my mind to declare to 
the people, that the Almighty had fliewed me, that 
he had often vifited them in Philadelphia and Pennfyl- 
vania, with his own hand, and with his own rod > 
but if that did not work the defigned end, for which 
he vifited them, of which they were told alfo before 
it came to pafs, he then would chaftife them with 
the rod of man, and this was plainly fpoken to me in 
my own habitation, as though it had been the voice 
of a man, though it was not vocal. 

The 12th of the eleventh month, being firft-day, 
I was at Horjham meeting, and had a tender bowing 
time therein; and in my way home vifited fome 
friends who were lick, it being a time of general 
vifitation in thofe parts, and the next feventh-day I 
v/as at the meeting of minifters and elders at Phila- 
delphia, where we had a good meeting; here I was 
earnellly defired to be at the funeral of Edmund Orp- 
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woody the eldeft Friend belonging to Frankfort meet¬ 
ing, but was in a (trait, this Friend, beinsr my neigh¬ 
bour, and I had before engaged to be at the burial of 
one with whom I had oeen acquainted near 40 years, 
therefore I did my endeavour to be at both, being 
eacn of them buried in the afternoon, and five miles 
diftant; the days being fhort alfo, divers told me it 
was impracticable; 1 told them they might be mif- 
taken, as they were, for though we had a large meet¬ 
ing, and the company o(Rowland MPilfon, from Bri¬ 
tain, who had large and good fervice therein, yet af¬ 
ter meeting we mounted and got to Philadelphia, 
about a quarter of an hour after the corps was 
brought into the meeting-houfe, as I was informed; 
we had a large, and as I thought, a good meeting; 
after which I went home, being weary in my body, 
but thankful in my heart, that the Almighty had 
been with us, and helped us to perform that day’s 
fervice. 

On the 20th of the eleventh month, and fecond- 
day of the week, I went into a piece of ground, 
which I was clearing for meadow, in order to give 
directions to the workmen, and one of the trees fell, 
contrary to the kerf, and alfo to the wind, which 
was then at north weft, and when I law it falling to- 
wards me, I ran from it, but before I could get out 
of the way, it fell upon me, acrofs my back, from my 
fhoulder to my hips, and {truck me down to the 
earth, where for feme time I lay fpeechlefs, and in all 
likelihood I fhould have been immediately killed, if I 
had not been providentially preferved by the body of 
the falling tree lying on a flump, which prevented 
its cruftiing me as I lay on the ground. A friend 
that was near me with a horfe, defired the wood-cut¬ 
ters, when they were recovered from the furprize, 
and I to the ufe of my fpeech, to help me on his 
horfe, and I rode home, but in extreme mifery, and 
I was under great concern left I fhould furprize my 
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wife and children fuddenly. We fent to Philadel¬ 
phia for Dr. Griffith Owen, who came in about two 
hours, and let me blood, and ordered feveral things 
to be applied and taken, which through divine fa¬ 
vour proved very ferviceable to me; notwithstand¬ 
ing which I was in great pain many days, and long 
and tedious nights, not being able either to feed my- 
felf, nor turn in my bed, for a great while. In this 
confinement I was at times favoured with a very com¬ 
fortable fenfe of the prefence of God, whole Provi¬ 
dence is over all his works; and as his love to me 
was great, io the love of his people was alfo, many 
or whom, and or my neighbours, came to fee me, 
fympathizing with me in my diftrefs; but among 
them I had one of Job's comforters, who wickedly 
abided me in this low (late. I can fcarce forbear 
mentioning his name, having example for it in holy 
writ, but through the Lord’s help I will put on cha¬ 
rity. 

1 he 9th of the twelfth month, I got abroad the 
firft time to our meeting at Frankfort, with which di¬ 
vers expreffed their gladnefs to fee me there again. 
In this meeting I exhorted them to think on eternity, 
and to prepare for it, by living to-day as though 
they were to die to-morrow; for I found it by ex¬ 
perience to be needful, and then if fudden death 
comes, it will not furprize us. 

As I now found it continue my bufinefs to go to 
fea lor a livelihood, 1 undertook the charge of the 
fhip New Briftol Hope, as matter, though it was a way 
ot living to which I did not incline; I took care in 
cur veifel that there fhould be no 1 wearing in my 
hearing, nor drunkennels to my knowledge, without 
reproof, and if I could not be inftrumental that way 
to break them from fwearing and drinking to excels 
my manner was to put them away, io that we gene 
rally had a pretty quiet fhip. Vve left Philadelphia 
the 13th of the twelfth month, but ftorms and con- 
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trary winds detained us in the river and bay, fo 
that we did not get out to Tea till the 21 ft of the faid 
month, when the pilot left us, by whom I wrote to 
my wife and family ; and now I thought I felt the 
benefit of the good wifhes of my beloved and dear 
friends I left behind, which did me a great deal of 
good, as it often hath done on the like occaiion ; for 
faithful friends, and good Chriftians, are as epiftles 
written in one anothers hearts. In our paflfage we 
took feveral dolphins, which were very welcome to 
us, we having a long paftage, and our frefh provift- 
ons near fpenr. The 19th of the fir ft month we faw 
the ifland of Bari ado es, having had feveral meetings 
on board the fbip on this voyage, the good effects I 
could fee but little of, only for that day they would 
be a little more fober, and fome of them addicted to 
fwearing, did not fwear fo often as they did before. 
The day following we fafely arrived at Speight’s-Town, 
where we had the next day a very comfortable meet¬ 
ing for the divine worfhip of God. The fifth-day 
following I was at Bridge-Town3 at their week-day 
meeting; and next firfl-day, being the goth of the 
month, I was at a meeting at Pumpkin-Hilly where I 
was enlarged in the dodtrine of faith. 

After this I went to the Bridge, with a Friend from 
Blew-England; we had two good meetings, it being 
the general-meeting for the Friends of the ifland, and 
afterwards I with feveral Friends went again to 
Speight's-Town, and on the 12th of the iecond month 
I was at the Thicket's-Meeting, at which was counfel- 
lor Weeks, colonel Charnock, and juftice Sims; I dined 
with them at judge Week's, and they difeourfed of 
what was faid in the meeting about dancing, I quot¬ 
ing Luther s words, c That as many paces as the per- 
4 ion takes in the dance, fo many paces or fteps they 
c take towards hell :* and I told them, that I had 
heard feveral had tiled that vain exercife in our meet¬ 
ing-houfe, which was appointed for the worfhip of • 
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God, and I faid, 1 hoped for the future it would be 
fo no more ; two of thole perfons who danced in our 
meeting-houfe, were then in the meeting, though I. 
did not know it. This teffimony fo wrought on 
the colonel, that he faid, c He could fcarcely feel his 
€ legs fince I fpoke it/ and the juftice faid, ( If 
c thefe words be true, he had taken many (teps to- 
c wards hell / and the counfellor and judge faid, 
c It was home doflrine to fome that were there 
divers of them feemed to be touched with the tefti- 
mony of truth, though not fo folidly as I defired. 
Soon after I went with Jojhua Byrch to vifit the go¬ 
vernor of the illand, colonel JVorJley> who treated us 
with much freedom and civility ; he defired me to 
fit down by him, and then called for a decanter of 
wine, of which he kindly offered me a glafs, but I 
told him I chiefly drank water; he laid, water is 
certainly the beft drink in the world, and told me I 
was a credit to my drink, as I looked as well, or bet¬ 
ter, than moft who drank wine. 

In the fecond month I was at a meeting on a firft- 
_ # O 

day at Bridge-Town, which was fomewhat larger than 
ufual; it was a good open time in the morning, but 
more fo in the afternoon. At this meeting there was 
a merchant of the town, who fent to know if our 
Friends (he not being of our profeflion) would make 
a contribution for me, in confideration of my Ioffes. 
He laid he would contribute as much as any, although 
he had heard me only that one time; but he was in¬ 
formed that we received no money nor pay for our 
preaching; yet his good-will I acknowledged. 

The 4th of the third month I was at a meeting at 
the Spring, where I met with Jofeph Gamble, and 
John Oxley and his wife, and feveral others, not 
belonging to this particular meeting, and we wer 
edified together in the love and life of ChrifL I wa„ 
concerned to fpeak of the divers vifitations and 
fpeakings of God to the people fince the world be- 
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gan, quoting the words of holy writ, that <c God who 
“ fpake to the fathers by the prophets, fpeaks now in 
" thole 1 all days by his Son, whom he hath appoinc- 
“ ed heir of all things and that this difpenfation 
is the lalt and brighteft difpenfation of all, and is the 
greatert and moft glorious manifeftation of God’s 
love to mankind; and that befides this vocal fpeak- 
ing of Chriit, when in the body on earth, he now 
fpeaks fpiritually, which fpiritual lpeaking of Chrift, 
in and to the true church, and true believers, will 
out-laft time, and endure to all eternity ; the great 
Lord of all, for his unfpeakable benefit therein, was 
praifed and glorified, as being alone worthy. 

I had divers other meetings on the illand, which I 
pals by, not being willing to be prolix. After a 
ft ay of about nine weeks, we propofed failing. J udge 
Gray, a very noted man, and much efteemed among 
the people, took paffage with us ; alfo JoJhua Byrch, 
of Bridge-Town, for his health, and William Callender, 
and feveral others, as merchants. Though I came on 
account oi trade, our Friends gave me a certificate 
that I had good fervice among them, and in my out¬ 
ward affairs had gained efteem among the people, as 
well as in my fervice in preaching Chrift ; all which 
I acknowledge to be the effects of divine grace : di¬ 
vers Friends and acquaintance came to the fea-fhore 
at Speight' s-cTown, and in a great deal of tender 
Chriftian love, and good defires, we took leave, and 
committed one another to the protection of the Al¬ 
mighty. We had a comfortable paffage, and arrived 
at Philadelphia, where I was lovingly received by my 
wife and friends. 

In this voyage a great and weighty concern came 
on my mind, on account of the young and rifing 
generation, defiring they might be happy in this 
world, and in that which is to come. And firft, as 
to this world, c I have taken notice, that divers of 
* the youth are too apt to wafte their outward fub- 
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c dance, which often is given to them (for when they 
c get it themfelves, they are for the moft part more 
c laving of it) and this waiting and fpending, thole 
* fparks call gencrofity, liberality, good-nature, gen- 
c tility, fine breeding, and abundance of other fine 
f names, not coniidering the labour and indullry, 
c frugality, care and watchings of their parents 
c or ancestors, to get what they have.’ May parents 
note this well, and not be anxioufly concerned to get 
much wealth, which may be a means to ruin their 
pofterity ! and truly moil of thefe fpending, drink¬ 
ing, company-keeping, gaming, chatting, tippling, 
youngfters, take a great deal more care, how they 
may get money from others, that they may fpend it, 
than how to earn it, or faithfully labour for it them- 
felves ; they will beg or borrow, and run in debt, 
but take little or no folid thoughts to pay ; by which 
means divers of thofe topping, beggarly beaus, and 
fpenders,have brought both themfeives and relations, 
parents and friends, to fhame and diforace, and 
fometimes to poverty, where their relations and pa¬ 
rents have been too liberal. Let all indulgent pa¬ 
rents note this alfo. 

And if any concerned perfon fhould advife thofe 
inconfiderate youths of their evils, it is much if they 
gain not their lading ill-will, and the epithets of 
niggards and covetous, ill-natured, cenforious, four, 
morofe, &c. However, I fhall venture to ft and the 
fbock of their dilplealure, and in as moving terms 
as I can, confident with the matter on my mind, en¬ 
treat them to confider the end of their fpending, floth- 
ful, idle life, which if continued in, mud needs end 
in their ruin, and they may repent when it is too 
late, crying out, Oh ! that I had hearkened to the 
advice of my father, and my indulgent mother ! Oh ! 
that I had taken the counfel of my good friends in 
time, then I had not been in this condition, nor in 
thofe draits I am now in. This, or worfe, mud at 
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laft inevitably be the condition ofthofe unthinking 
time-wafting, and money-fpending, evil company' 
keeping young people, of both fexes. Some of 
whom, if they can get it, will fpend more in a few 
hours, than their parents can get in fo many days, 
which is very unreafonable, as well as unthinking; 
lor u the indulgent parents do not hold their hands' 
truly they mult ah fink together; and where the pa¬ 
rent have been, what thefe forts of youths call libe¬ 
ral, whole families have by fuch liberality been un¬ 
done, which is a cafe to be lamented by all fober 
people. 

1 pray our fpending youths to confider, how many 
brave, fine young men and women, whofe parents 
have left them eftates and handfome incomes, have by 
iucn extravagancies foon fpent all, and fometimes 
more than all, and dilgrace and a gaol have been their 
portion; and how many, by living too faft, have died 
too foon, much fooner than might be expedted, ac¬ 
cording to the courfe of nature, 

.Wherefore 1 would advife them to regard what the 
wife king Solomon faid, cc Go to the ant thou fiuo*- 

gaid, confider tier ways, and be wile; flie gather¬ 
ed her food in the hummer” (i. e. fhe prepares a- 

gainfl the winter.) I hough this may be defpicable 
in the eyes of our fine gentlemen, and learned fpend- 
ing wits, yet there appears more wifdom in thefe 
little industrious animals, than in thofe great fpend- 
ers, who, in the fpring and fummer of their years, 
take lo little thought of laving what hath been with 
ib much care gotten for them, or of getting more a- 
gainfc the winter or old age, which, if they live, 
will certainly overtake them, when their youth or 
fummer is gone. 

But many youths objedt againft this advice, crying 
out, as I have often heard. The aged give this advice 
w hen they aie old, but did as we do when they were 
young as we are; although this may be true in feme, 
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yet it will not hold good in the general, and if it do 
in fome, is not that maxim good, Let others harms 
learn us to beware, before it be too late, that we fall 
not into the fame fnare, which hath entangled or 
caught thoufands, to their great fhame and re¬ 
proach ? Again, thole who have been fo overtaken 
in their youth, and are efcaped out of the fnare, are 
more fit to caution or advife how to efcape it, or to 
fhew thofe parts which led them into that labyrinth 
of woe and mifery. 

The author of all evil ufeth his utmoft fkill and 
power to promote the practices of exceffive drinking, 
&c. among mankind, it being a mighty fupport to 
his kingdom; for when the nobility of the under- 
ftanding is clouded thereby, then oh! how many 
wicked oaths, oh ! what corrupt language, what 
unhandfome, unbecoming words and actions, are 
brought forth! How is good manners corrupted 1 
How is the fober, chafte foul offended, and above all 
other confiderations, how is God difhonoured, and 
the end of our creation fruftrated, and man con¬ 
demned ! 

When people are in thofe exceffes, how do they 
take the facred name in vain, and fo bring themfelves 
in guilty before God and man; for he has pofitively 
faid. He will not hold them guiltlefs, who take his 
name in vain; fo that let him plead never fo many 
excufes, he is pronounced guilty by the judge of hea¬ 
ven and earth: therefore let me perfuade the youth 
to remember what the Lord by his fervants laid con¬ 
cerning drinking to excels, Woe to the drunkards ; 
and that no drunkard fhall inherit the kindgom. 
Again, Woe to them that are mighty to drink wine, 
and men of ftrength to mingle ftrong drink, &c. If 
it be objected, as it often is, when fuch poor fouls 
are reproved, and their fins fet in order before them. 
We truft in the mercy of God, and the merits of 
Chriil: I fay this is a good cruft and hope, if upon 
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a good foundation ; but the wicked mud forfake 
their ways, and the unrighteous their evil thoughts; 
but what forfaking is that, when ftrong convi&ion 
is upon the foul, to make covenants, vows and pro- 
miles, and break them from time to time ? and 
though Chrift hath fatisfied the juftice of the Al¬ 
mighty for Tinners, it is for thofe who forfake their 
fins, not thofe who plead for the praftice of them, 
and endeavour, by many vain excufes, to juftify 
themfelves in them. , i 

Since then the falvation of the foul is precious, and 
hath coft the precious blood of the Lamb of God, and 
is much more precious than health or wealth, why 
fhould any be fo cruel and hard-hearted to thern- 
felves, as, for a little vanity, froth and mirth, toys and 
trifles, vain fports, and evil paftime, to plunge and 
fink themfelves into the eternal gulph of woe and 
mifery ; pray, O pray conflder it, dear youths ! 

After my return from Barbadoes, in the fourth 
month, I vifited Friends meetings at Burlington, at 
the Fails of Delaware, Abingtony German-Down, and 
was divers times at Philadelphia and Frankfort meet¬ 
ings 5 which meetings were much to my fatisfaction ; 
the Lord being pleafed to manifeft his goodriefs to 
many, as alio to my poor exercifed foul• for which 
I was truly thankful unto him. 

In the fixth month I was at the general-meeting of 
Friends at Derby, in Chefter county, which was a 
large good meeting, divers Friends appearing there 
in a lively miniftry. About this time, fome thou- 
fands of people came from Ireland, and alfo many 
Palatines from Holland\ among whom, it is reported, 
were Romans, or Papifts> leveral of whom, it was 
faid, gave out threatning fpeeches, which caufed fome 
confternation among the people. 

At this large general-meeting, I exhorted them to 
truftin the Lord, and not to diftruft that hand which 
had hitherto preferved us by his Providence without 
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outward force ; and that though the people who came 
among us were many in number, yet we, having the 
Lord on our fide, were more than they, in a my thical 
fenfe ; putting them in remembrance of the prophet, 
who, when his iervant was afraid, prayed to the Al¬ 
mighty, To open the eyes of his iervant, and when 
they were mvftically opened, he faw the mountains 
full of chariots of fire, and horfes of fire, and that 
they were more than their enemies. I v/as alio con¬ 
cerned to exhort Friends to be good examples to tnole 
ftrangers, who came among us in fucli great num¬ 
bers T and that our lights, in our converfations, 
might fo fhine, that thole people, feeing our good 
works, might glorify our Father which is in heaven, 
according to the doctrine of Thrift ; and then we 
fhould do them good, and they would do us no hurt, 
but good alfo: but on the other hand, if we keep 
not our places, and do not live in the fear of God, 
nor according to our holy principles and profeftion, 
that then it might be juft with the Lord God, to 
make them a fcourge to us. Many were comforted 
in this meeting, and God was praifed, who is wor¬ 

thy. 
On the t th of the fixth month, having loaded the 

fhip New Briftol Hope, a fecond time, I failed in her 
from Philadelphia, and having a concern to vilit 
the meeting of Friends at Salem, I left the fhip at 
Gloucefter, under the care of the pilot, and went by 
land to the firft-day meeting at Salem, and from 
thence to Elfenborough, and ftaid till the fhip came 
down; and on the 20th of the month we got to fea, 
and had a fair wind for feveral days, and lived very 
lovingly on board, being refpedtfully treated by my 
failors. 

In this voyage we had feveral meetings on board, 
the firft of which was at the requeft of my fecond 
mate, to call thefailors together in the cabin; 1 not 
being forward to propole it to them, left they fhould 
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iufpeft me or fome vanity, in defiring to preach to 
them ; they not knowing the crofs of Chrift in that 
exercife. 

On the 124th day of the feventh month, at noon, 
our ft ip, by obfervation, being exa&ly in the lati¬ 
tude of Barbadoes, we fleered away weft for the ifland, 
and on the 26th we law it, after five weeks and one 
day leaving fight of Cape-Henlopen *, we having, after 
the firft few days, light winds, calms, and head 
winds, which made our pafiage long, and our fea 
ftores almoft fpent; but now the fight of land made 
the people forget all uneafinefs, and for this favour, 
my heart was thankful to the great preferver of 
men. 

This time we came to a tolerable market with our 
provifions, which made our flay but Ihort, yet I was 
divers times at the Bridge meeting of Friends, as alfo 
at Speigh?s-Towny where my concerns chiefly lay, 
and once at Pumkin-Hill meeting, in which meeting 
it was obferved to the people, that the falvation of 
the foul is precious, and that true religion is a folid 
thing, a thing of the greateft moment to both body 
and foul, and that people ought to be very ferious 
and folidly concerned about it, taking fpecial care 
to lay, or build, their religion on a fure foundation ; 
it was fhewed them, that Chrift Jefus was the fure 
rock and foundation of all the righteous, in all ages; 
he was the rock that followed IJrael, which they drank 
of; any other foundation than him, no man can lay ; 
who is, in the truly religious, and the true believers, 
the hope of their glory. Many other precious truths 
were manifefted to us, in that meeting, for which we 
praifed the Lord. 

Soon after I went to Bridge-Town to clear out the 
veffel, and was at their week-day meeting: the 
fubjedl matter I had to treat of in that meeting, was, 
that the Lord bringeth low, and he raifeth up again; 
and that in divers refpe&s, as to kingdoms, fami- 
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lies, and particular perfons; and as to health, wealth, 
honour, &c. divers in that meeting were appealed to 
as witneffes of it. After this meeting I went to vifit 
the governor, who was courteous to me, and took my 
vifit kindly, and defired to be remembered to our go¬ 
vernor, andfeveral others, and wifhed me a prolper- 
ous voyage, and well back again, which he hoped 
would be in about three months. He laid, Who¬ 
ever lived to fee it, Pennfylvania would be the metro¬ 
polis of America, in fome hundreds of years. He 
faid, He loved down-right, honed men; but he 
hated deceit and hypocrily. A great man, and a 
great expreffion ! 

The 21ft of the eighth month, 1729, we, having 
done our bufinefs, weighed anchor, and went to 
fea : and on the 26th we had a good meeting with 
the iliip’s company, for the fervice and worfhip of 
God *, in which the gofpel of Chrift was declared 
without partiality, and the reigning fins of failors 
openly expofed, according to the doftrine of the gof¬ 
pel, and the mod high Lord entreated to carry on 
in the earth the great work of reformation. Hi¬ 
therto we had fine, pleafant weather. 

The beginning of the ninth month we had a very 
DO J 

bludering, ftormy time, for many days, fo that we 
could not carry fail, but fometimes lay by, and lome- 
times went with a reeffed mainfail and forefail; the 
jfhip had fuch a violent motion, that it broke our 
glaffes, and about a dozen bottles of wine, and our 
earthen-ware, and drained our hogfheads and calks, 
fo that we pumped our molaflfes into the fea, and beat 
us back many leagues, and blew our fails out of the 
bolt-ropes. 

After thofe dorms we had a calm, and the wind 
fprung up wederly; our courfe being north-wed, or 
thereabouts, we could barely lay our courfe ; yet, it 
being moderate, we had caufe to be thankful. 
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f The 12th of the ninth month we found ourfelves 
in the latitude of 36 deg. 17. min. north; but the 
wind was a-head, and our frefn (lock of provifions 
almoft expended, and winter coming on a-pace, the 
nights dark and long, made it feem tedious to our 
people j tne which I was helped to bear with pa¬ 
tience. 

The 14th day, about eight o’clock at night, 
John l Icijkct, one of ihe b0ft of our jailors, through 
the violent pitching of the fhip, fell into the lea from 
off the bowfprit ; one of the lailors, feeing him fall, 
nimbly threw a rope to him, which he caught hold 
of, and the people helped him into the fhip J though 
in all probability, he had perifhed in the fea, if he 
had miffed taking hold of the rope; I was thankful 
to the Almighty for this young man's life, and took 
it as a great favour from heaven. The next day it 
was dreadful ftormy, the wind blew violently at 
fouth-weft, with lightning, thunder, and much 
rain; the leas ran fo high, and the fhip had fuch a 
great motion, that the goods, or calks, fhifted in 
the hold, and we lay by till next clay; our fails 
alio were much torn, and, in many places, blown out 
of the bolt-ropes, fo that we were half a day mend¬ 
ing them, and then proceeded on our voyage home, 
where we arrived the latter end of the month. 

After 1 came home from this voyage, in the fmall 
flay I was on 11sore, I was divers times at meetings 
at Philadelphia and Frankfort, and was alfo at Ger¬ 
man-Town, at the burial of our ancient friend Dennis 
Cunrady who was one of the firft fettlers of this town 
(as I underftood the firft meeting of friends, for 
worlhip, in it, was kept at his houfe.) He was a 
man of an inoffenfive life, much given to hofpita- 
lity, and left a good report behind him : the meet¬ 
ing was large, and many of the firft fettlers of the 
country were there. I was alfo at the burial of Ca¬ 
therine 7 the daughter of Thomas Lightfooty the wife 
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of James Miller, a worthy woman, who died foon 
after their arrival from Ireland, and was buried from 
our great meeting-houle in Philadelphia, in a decent 
and exemplary manner. 

The latter end of the tenth month, Samuel Har- 
rijon, of New-York, and Obadiah Lawrence, of Long- 
7/7^, favoured me with their company all night at 
our houfe, where we called the family together, and 
had afeafonable time to take leave, they of me, and 
1 of them, and my family alio; and the next day 
divers very dear Friends came with me to the boat, 
to the river-fide, to take leave, and we parted with 
hearts full of love and good-will to each other. 

So I went on board at IViccacoe, and had a cold 
paffage down the river and bay, and left the Capes 
the ill of the eleventh month, being the third voyage 
as mailer, and the 17 th we palled the Yropick of Cancer. 
Hitherto we had a comfortable paffage, and though 
we had a crowded fhip, yet we had peace and quiet- 
nefs to a greater degree than I expefted ; for men 
that ufe the leas, are, too generally, inconftant as the 
wind and waters they wade through. We had fe- 
veral meetings on board the veffel in this voyage, 
and were at fea about four weeks, before we arrived 
at Barbadoes, and when we arrived, the markets were 
dull, which occafioned our flay lo long as about 
twelve weeks. During which time, I had divers re¬ 
ligious and good opportunities with thole of our own, 
and other focieties, I believe to general fatisfaclion ; 
having the good willies of people of all ranks, from 
the governor to the poor negroes; all of whom I 
profefs love to for Chrift’s fake. 

This voyage, in our return home, we had a full 
fhip, and upwards of thirty paffengers, and was on 
our paffage home about a month, and had good com¬ 
fortable weather therein. 

Soon after 1 came home from Barbadoes, in the 
third month, 1730, I went to a meeting at Burling- 

ton, 
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ton, zt which was married Thomas Evans; Margaret 
1 ref on was aifo there; it was a good meeting I 
eroded the river Delaware twice, vifited a fick perfon 
and rode thirty miles that day.’ I alfo went to 2 
rails meeting, and, after the faid meeting, appointed 
anotner at Nejhaminy the fame day; after which I 
went with Jofeph Kirkbride to William Paxton’s, and 
lodged : next morning Jofeph Kirkbride rode v/ith me 
home, and thence to Philadelphia. I was divers times 
at Philadelphia, Frankfort, and German-Town, and at 
tne general-meeting at Frankfort, where our Friend 
John Cadwallader was married; Ifaac Norris, Samuel 
l refton, and Margaret his wife, and John Oxley, were 
at this meeting, with many other friends, a good 
inare of whole company I got home with me, of 
wnich 1 was glad, ever loving and coveting the com¬ 
pany of good men and women. 

^ was now preparing for the fourth voyage, as 
mallet of the New Brijlol Flope, for Barbadoes; but it 
grew haider and harder for me to leave my family, 
which for many conftderations, was very exercifino-- 
yet I was obliged to continue going to fea, upon an 
honourable account; i. e. that no perlon might fuf- 
fer by me, if I could help it; and having got our 
veflel loaded, we failed from Philadelphia the 9th of 
the fifth month. Next day came to an anchor at 
Chejler, and vifited my old Friend David Lloyd, who, 
with his good fpoufe Grace, treated me with tender, 
Chriftian love; the judge and I, being old acquaint¬ 
ance, and both of us in years, and he not well, we 
took leave, as if we were not to fee one another any 
more, which happened accordingly, for he died be¬ 
fore I returned. 

We weighed anchor at Chejler, and got down to 
Elfenborough, and went to Salem meeting, it being 
frit-day of the week, and 12th of the month, with 
fome of our paffengers and failors. The meeting 
was pretty large, and I was earnellly concerned for 

their 
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their welfare, as I had often been when I was abfent, 
and was glad 1 was with them that day. 

After tins meeting we proceeded on our voyage, 
and left the Capes the 15th of the aforefaid month; 
had Imall and contrary winds, and fometimes calms, 
until the ad of the fixth month, and firft day of the 
week, when the wind was at fouth and a hard gale, 
the lea high, and the fhip having a great motion, 
therefore we had not a meeting as ufual: many of 
tne pafTengers were very fea-fick; as for my part, 
I thought, if the Almighty was but with me, than 
would make up for all difficulties; for in him was, 
and is my life and chiefeft joy : and, as an anfwer 
or peace in my toiled condition, 1 fometimes had 
comfortable times; being inwardly refrefhed with the 
love and prefence of God, not only in the day, but 
aifo in tne night, in my deep ; out of which 1 was 
awakened one morning, in the morning watch, with 
there coiruortable words, He took me to his ban- 
queuing houfe, and his banner over me was love. 
1 neie expreffions were fo freffi in my mind, for fome 
days, that I could not forbear, but blefs the holy 
name of the living Lord iecretly in my foul. 

I he 16th of the fixth month we arrived at Barba¬ 

dos. The 17th there arofe, about midnight, a 
naia gale or wind, which the Barbadians call a hur¬ 
ricane^ or tornado, and blew more than ten vefiels 
aftore, great and final], which were wholly loft; and 
our fLip was very near the rocks, people looking 
cvLiy minute when fhe would come on fhore; but 
through divine favour, we efcaped, with only the 
boat ftove againft the rocks : I would have pot on 
beam, but that was impracticable; but I got'on the 
iiigneu place 1 could, from which 1 could lee them in 
ti e mp, and they me on fhore ; for we could not 

*01 tlie Vi0Ience of the wind, hear one another* 
yet tney were io near the fort, where I flood, that I 
coma cufeern them one from another, and they rne 

.0*. from 



242 The JOURNAL of 

from the multitude of people, many being in the fort 
with me. I feeing the chief mate look towards me, 
1 waved my hat to him, and he, in anfwer, his to me 3 
then I made a fignal to him to go to fea, which they 
immediately did, letting flip their cables, and went to 
fea without either boat, anchor, or cables, and came 
in the next day, and got their cables and anchors 
again, to the great joy of many of the inhabitants, 
whofe hearty prayers were for our fafety, as many of 
them told me. This, among many others, I put in 
my calendar of deliverances, and prefervations from 
imminent dangers, by the hand of divine Providence,. 

We ftaid this time in Barbadoes about five weeks, 
leaving the ifland the 27th of the feventh month; and 
there I met with Robert Jordan, my friend and bro¬ 
ther in the work and fellowfhip of the gofpel of 
Chrifl, who took his paffage with us for Philadelphia? 
whofe company was pleafantand comfortable. One 
evening he was repeating fome verfes of the excellent 
Addiforis, which 1 willingly tranfcribed, as well in me¬ 
mory of that great author, as alfo that they anfwered 
my ftate and condition in my watery travels, and in 
the extreams of heat and cold, and fome poifonous 
airs I have often breathed in. They are as follow : 

I. 
How are thy fervants blefl, O Lord ! 

How lure is their defence ! 
Eternal wifdom is their guide. 

Their help Omnipotence. 
II. 

In foreign realms, and lands remote. 
Supported by thy care; 

Through burning climes 1 pafs’d unhurt. 
And breath’d in tainted air. 

III. 
Thy mercy fweetened every foil. 

Made every region pleafe. 
The 
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The hoary Alpine hills it warm’d. 
And fm00th’d the Tyrrhene feas. 

IV. 
Think, O my foul ! devoutly think, 

How, with affrighted eyes. 
Thou faw’ll the wide, extended deep, 

In ail its horrors, rife. 
Y. 

Confufion dwelt in ev’ry face, 
And fear in every heart, 

When waves on waves, and gulphs on gulphs. 
Overcame the pilot’s art. 

VI. 
Yet, then, from all my griefs, O Lord ! 

Thy mercy fet me free, 
Whilft in the confidence of prayer. 

My foul took hold on thee. 

, . VII. 
For though in dreadful whirls we hung, 

High on the broken wave, 
I knew thou wert not flow to hear. 

Nor impotent to fave. 
VIII. 

The dorm was laid, the wind retir’d. 
Obedient to thy will; 

The fea, that roar’d at thy command^ 
At thy command was dill. 

IX. 
In midft of dangers, fears and death. 

Thy goodnefs I’ll adore; 
And praife thee for thy mercies pad. 

And humbly hope for more. 
X. 

My life, if thou preferv’ft my life. 
Thy facrifice (hall be; 

And death, if death mud be my doom. 
Shall join my foul to thee. 

CL* The 
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The 4th of the eighth month, we met with a hard 
gale of wind, which broke the tiller of our rudder, 
and fplit our bowfprit and mainfail, and overfet many 
of our chefts 3 Robert Jordan narrowly milled his 
cheft falling on him from one fide of the fhip to the 
other, which we looked on as a merciful providence, 
and fpoke of it to one another, remembering Addi- 
fons verfes, which the night before were repeated. 

In this paffage we law three veffels only 3 it was a 
bluftering time, but the fhorteft from land to land 
that ever I had, being but 14 days and 14 hours from 
the fight of Rarladoes to the fight of the main land : 
we arrived at Philadelphia the 16th of the eighth 
month. * 

In the ninth month I proceeded on a fifth voyage, 
as mailer, to Barbadoes, and went down the river 
Delaware on the feventh-day, and on firft-day was at 
Chejler meeting, at which time there was a burial of 
a child, and a large meeting: our Friends at Chejler 
were glad to fee me, and I them, and after meeting 
we fet fail, and went down the river to Elfenboronghy 
where came to and landed Robert Worthington, whole 
fon Ezra was on board, and went to Barbadoes for 
his health, being in a deep conlumption. 

This voyage we were on our paffage about 33 days 
before we arrived at Barbadoes, when after doing my 
bufinefs, and vifiting our Friends meetings, in about 
five weeks, we put to fea the 10th of the twelfth 
month, and failed along to leeward of divers iflands, 
till we came to Anguilla, where we landed in expecta¬ 
tion to get fait, but at this time was not any to be 
had there. We came to an anchor here in the night, 
hoping to get to an harbour before it was dark ; but 
it foon being very dark, and coming into fhoal water, 
we faw a large rock, and came to by the fide ol it, 
in about five or fix fathom water, taking it to be a 
fiiip, and when it was day we faw our miftake, and 
that inftead of a veffel, we were too nigh a rock. 
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and the wind coming about, tailed our fhip towards it 
fo near, that we were fenfible of touching twice ; I 
ordered the men to heave a little farther a-head, and 
fo we lay clear till morning. When morning came, 
of which we were glad, feveral boats, with a cable, 
came to us, and the people advifed us to put a fpring 
on our cable, and cut it, that fhe might caft the right 
way; which accordingly we did, and it had the de- 
iired effect; fo that we foon got into a very fine har¬ 
bour, it being about a mile off. Many thanks were 
given by many of the people for this deliverance to 
the Almighty. George Leonard, the governor of this 
bland, heard in the morning, that a veffel was on the 
rocks, and the people were running with laws and 
axes, in order to break her up, if fhe fhould not be 
got off: the governor feeing them, lent a lieutenant 
with orders, that let her belong to what nation fo- 
ever, they fhould help to get her off, if it could be, 
and if fhe was likely to be made a wreck, he charged 
them at their peril not to meddle with her, nor any 
thing belonging to her, until they had fir ft come 
to terms with the matter, which is worthy to be 
recorded. 

We ftaid feveral days before we could get our 
anchor; for after we were in the harbour, it blew 
very hard for four or five days ; fo that with our four 
oars we could not row our boat a-head, but watching 
for a calm one night, our people went and got it, 
and then we went into the principal road and harbour 
in the illand called Croaker*s-Bay \ the name of that 
we came from was Rendezvous-Bay, where lived a very 
kind Friend of ours, named John Rurnney, who, with 
his wife and family, treated us with great love, and 
courteoudy received us into their houfe, and he went 
with me to the governor’s, who was my old acquaint¬ 
ance and friend, who with much love and tender- 
ncfs, when he knew me, took me in his arms, and 
embraced me, and lovingly faluted me with a kifs of 

^3 charity. 
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charity, and thanked God for our deliverance, and 
that he had lived to fee me once more (1 having been * 
there fome years before)*, he was feventy odd years of 
age, as I remember, and had eighty odd who called 
him father: they living much on roots and pulfe, 
are very healthy in this ifland. I was here nine days, 
and had feven meetings with the people *, the longer 
1 ftaid the larger the meetings were $ fo that I had 
fome difficulty to leave them. Through the grace 
and gift of God I was helped to preach the gofpel of 
Chrift freely, and they received it both freely and 
thankfully, divers, if not all; for theirs and my heart 
was very open one to another, the Lord’s holy name 
be praifed for ever. 

The 3d of the fir ft month, Ezra Worthrington died, 
and the 4th in the afternoon he was buried on the 
plantation of John Rumney, near his houfe; the go¬ 
vernor and his lon-in-law were at the burial, where 
I told them, that he was an inoffenfive, innocent, fo- 
ber young man, and that death was to be the end of 
us here, putting them in mind to remember their 
latter end. After I had done fpeaking, the governor 
laid. That death was a debt due to nature, and that 
we mu ft all pay it, and bleiTed is the man that in 
time truly prepares for it. This was a good expref- 
fion for a man in his poll:, and worthy of my notice, 
as I thought. 

O 

I was at one meeting, where was the governor and 
his daughter, with divers of the beft and fobereft 
people of this ifland; it was a fatisfadory meeting, 
which ended in prayer ; and when I arofe from my 
knees I found the governor on one fide, and his 
daughter on the other fide of me, both on their 
knees, a pofture in which people are too feldom 
found in this degenerate age of the world. 

On the 10th of the firft month, we departed from 
the ifland of Anguilla, with a pleafant gale 3 and had 
fair weather and winds for ieveral days 3 I ipenc 

fome 
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feme time of this voyage in reading, and met with 
a paffage of, or concerning friendfhip ; the comfort 
and beauty of it therein was notably let forth, yet 
molt who treat upon that noble fubjedt, place, too 
generally, the felicity thereof in humanity : whereas 
true and lafting friendship is of a divine nature, and 
can never be firmly fettled without divine grace : 
Chrift Jefus is the prime friend of mankind, and from 
whom ail true and lafting friendfhip fprings and 
flows, as from a living fountain, himfelf bein g the 
head-fpring thereof $ out of which holy fountain hath 
fprung as followeth, Henceforth I call you not ler- 
vants; and ye are my friends, if ye do whatfoever I 
command you. And again. By this Shall all men 
know that ye are my difciples, if ye love one ano¬ 
ther. O holy exprefiions ! much to be admired, and 
worthy every true and good man’s and woman’s 
imitation and practice. Obferve, that when they 
had done whatfoever Chrift had commanded them, 
then they were to be his friends, and they were not 
only to be his friends, but one anothers friends, as 
he was theirs, and if occafion were, as he died, fo 
they would die for one another. By this mark and 
trueft feal of the trueft friendfhip, all the world 
Should know they belonged to Chrift, that they were 
united to him, and in him united to one another. 
Nothing but difobedience and fin can ever Separate 
this friendship. 

Againft this friendfhip, which is in Chrift, and 
grounded and founded upon him, the gates of hell 
can never prevail; all friendfhip, upon any consi¬ 
deration, merely human, is brittle and uncertain, and 
fubjeft to change, or mutability, as experience hath 
taught in all ages. 

If any perfon hath a defire to have a particular 
triend, let that perfon be fure to make choice of 
Chrift, and fuch as choofe him, have a friend in 
whom all lafting peace, comfort and delight, joy 
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and pleafure is, and in hirn alone is to be enjoyed 
for ever. 

The 20th of the fir ft month, being the firft of the 
week, we had a comfortable meeting for divine 
worfhip, in which the goodnefs of God°was extend¬ 
ed to us as we were rowling on the mighty waters of 
the great deep, after which we had pleafant weather, 
and a fair wind for feveral days. 

On the 26th the wind fprung up at eaft north-eaft, 
a hard gale, which laded feveral days; and having 
but little fea-room for about thirty hours, it blew fo 
hard, that we could drefs no vidtuals ; I then thought 
on the words of Job, when he fpoke to his impatient 
wire, laying, cc Shall we receive good at the hand of 

God, and fhall we not receive evil alfo?” or that 
which is accounted or looks like evil in the eye of 
man. In this time of exercife, the love and heaven¬ 
ly life of God, in his beloved Son, filled my heart, 
and caufed an overflowing of praifes to his holy, glo¬ 
rious, and bleflfed name. Oh! it was exceeding 
precious to my foul at that time ! 

The ill of the fecond month we faw land, beino- 
driven to the fouthward near 250 miles in this laft 
hard weather; but we foon after arrived at our de- 
fired port. 

After which I vifited the meetings of Friends at 
Philadelphia, Burlington, the Falls, Abington, German- 
Fowny Brijlol, and Frankfort, and found the people 
had been under a general vifitation of the fmall-pox, 
infomuch that many hundreds, efpecially of chil¬ 
dren, were taken off the ftage of this life in the city 
of Philadelphia, and I was concerned to exhort Friends 
in that city to bring their children to meetings, and 
educate them, when young, in the way they ihould 
go, that they might not depart from it when old ; 
and that he who had taken many away, could, if he 
pleafed, take many more ; for though he might have 
laid down his rod at prefent (the diftemper in the 
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city being much abated) he could foon take it up 
again. It is my belief that the Lord Almighty will 
(till continue to vifit the city and people, if there is 
not a reformation, with further, il not lorer, vifitati- 
ons, becaufe he hath known them to do them good, 
and make them a bleffing to many iflands and peo¬ 
ple; sivino* them the farnefs of the earth, and that 
which is far more, the dew of heaven ; fo that he 
may juftly fay to us, as to Ifrael of old, “ You have 

I known of all the families of the earth ; therefore 
cc I will vifit upon you for all your iniquities.” 

In the beginning of the fourth month, Robert 
Jordan was married to Mary, the widow of Rich¬ 
ard Hill, all three worthy Friends. The meeting on 
this occafion was large, and the marriage folemni- 
zed in the fear of God. Divers Friends were con¬ 
cerned to fpeak to the people, and it was greatly de¬ 
li red that thofe prefent, who were then fpoke to, 
might be married to Chrift, the great lover of fouls, 
who laid down his life, the mod precious life that 
ever was on earth, and Hied his precious blood for 
our falvation. 

A few days after which I again took flipping for 
the ifland of Rarbadoes, being the fixth voyage, in the 
New Brijlol Hope, and left the Capes of Delaware the 
8th dav of the month. The 22d of the laid month, 
I being weary, laid me down to red, and fell afleep, 
and was awakened out of my deep with thefe words. 
Oh heart in heaven ! It is an excellent thing to have 
an heart in heaven ! Which words were comfortable 
to me, and left a lweetnefs on my mind all the day 
after, [or which I was thankful, and greatly defired 
that my heart and mind might be let and fixed more 
and more on heaven and heavenly things, and that 
my treafure might be in heaven, that my heart might 
be there alio, according to the doftrine of my Sa¬ 
viour, Mat. vi. 6, 20, 21. “ Lay up for yourfelves 

cc treafure 
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“ treafure in heaven, for where your treafure is 
“ there will your heart be alfo.” ’ 

The 27th day, being the firft-day of the week, 
we had a comfortable meeting, the weather being 
model ate ; an d on the ytn oc tne fifth month, we ar¬ 
rived at Bridge-?own, in Barbadoes, where we unload¬ 
ed pai t of oui cargo, and from thence we went to 
Speight's-Town, where, after a ftay of about five 
weeks, we accomplifhed our affairs. I alfo vifited 
all our Friends meetings, and fome feveral times, in 
which we were edified and comforted, and divers of 
us had occafion to blefs the holy name of God for his 
mercy to us : before we left the ifland, there happen¬ 
ed a great ftorm or hurricane, which did much da¬ 
mage to the fhips, and to the ifland, blowing down 
many houfes, andfpoiling much provifions, deftroy- 
ing almoft all the plantain trees on the ifland, which 
is a very wholefome and pleafant fruit, and much 
ufed by many inftead of bread. 

I was clearing out our veffel when this ftorm hap¬ 
pened, and being twelve miles off, could not hear of 
or concerning her, but thought italtogether unlike¬ 
ly that fhe Ihould ride out fo great a ftorm, in fo bad 
a harbour or road, it being open to the lea, and fuch 
a ftorm as had not been known for many years, and 
fome faid, never but one, to their knowledge, though 
much more damage hath at fome other times been 
done to the fhipping, by reafon that the hardeft of 
the wind was not that way, which was moft dange¬ 
rous to them in Carlijle-Bay, where they moftly lay ; 
for they all got out to lea, except two or three that 
were loft by the violence of the weather. It was 
indeed a very difmal time, the veffels which rede it 
out were much damnified, and one being loaded, 
ready to fail, funk right down, and was loft in the 
bay. When I had cleared our fin ip, I let forward in 
order to fee what was become of her; but the floods 
were fo out, and the ways were fo bad, I could not 

without 
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without feme danger get to her that night; but next 
morning 1 fet out from Jofcph Gamble's, and, to my 
admiration, from the top of a hill, on which a houfe 
in the ftorm was blown flat to the ground, I iaw our 
fhip at an anchor, having rode out the lform, with 
one (loop by her, for which catife my lbul was hum¬ 
bly thankful. 

On the 17th of the faid month, with fome more 
than ordinary fatigue, we got up our anchor, and 
took in our boat, and got our paffengers and provi- 
fions on board, the fea breaking high on the fhore, 
fo that feveral of our people and our boat were in 
jeopardy of being loft ; but at length being all on 
board, we fee fail, and having failed (lowly about fix 
or feven miles, we met with a (loop who had loft her 
maft in the ftorm, and next morning we met with 
two large London fhips, who had put out to fea, not 
venturing to ride it out. 

Vvre had fine pleafant weather for feveral days 
after we left the iftand, and on the lid of the fixth 
month, being the firft-day of the week, we had 
a meeting for the worfhip of God, which was 
comfortable and fatisfadory to us. The 4th and 5th 
of the feventh month, we had very frelh gales from 
the north-eaft to the north, and was near a water- 
fpout, about a ftone’s throw off, which furprized 
fome on board, on which I came out of my cabin, and 
faw the water run up out of the fea into the cloud, as 
plain as ever 1 faw the water run into the river, till 
it filled the cloud with blacknefs, and then it would 
break in great quantities into the fea, which is dan¬ 
gerous, when falling on veffels. The 5th of the 
month, being the firft-day of the week, we had a 
good religious meeting for divine worfhip, wherein 
our people were earneflly exhorted to a holy life, and 
to be earneflly concerned for the true faith, which is 
in Chrili$ that faith which works by love, and is the 
evidence of things not vifibly feen, being manifeft 
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by works of piety and virtue. In this voyage we were 
twenty-two days from the ifland of Barbadoes to the 
fight of Cape Henry in Virginia, and had a pieafant 
paffage in the main to Philadelphia, where, in the 
ieventh month, was held our yearly-meeting, at which 
I had a uefire to be, my watery employment having 
hindered my being at a yearly-meeting for feveral 
years : at this meeting I met with my old acquaint¬ 
ances, and dear Friends, John Richardjon, of York- 
Jhjre, and Paul Jobnfon, of Dublin, both on a gofpel 
vifit to the brethren and Friends in America. The 
meeting was large, and attended with divine grace 
and goodnefs, and ended with thankfgiving and 
praife to God and the Lamb. 

While our fhip was loading, I was at feveral meet¬ 
ings in the country, as at Abington, German-Town, 
Fair-Hill, and Frankfort, in Philadelphia county; 
and at the Falls of Delaware, Buckingham, Nefhaminy, 
and Briftol, in Bucks county. I was alfo at Burling¬ 
ton, at the marriage of William Calender, junior, of 
Barbadoes, with Katherine Smith, daughter of Daniel 
and Mary Smith, ot Burlington. 

On the 56th of the ninth month I proceeded on 
the ieventh voyage to Barbadoes, in the fhip New Brif¬ 
tol Hope, as matter, having on board feveral paffen- 
gers, one of whom, Elizabeth Martindale, was on the 
paffage convinced of the principles of truth, and af¬ 
terwards buffered, in divers refpedts, for her making 
profefiion with us. 

We had a long paffage down the river, the wind 
being high and boifterous. On the 22d of the ninth 
month, wx left the Capes of Delaware, and favv the 
ifland of Barbadoes the 21ft or the tenth month, be¬ 
fore it was day, and in the afternoon came to an an- 
chor in the bay of Speight's-Town. In this voyage I 
met with an accident that was painful and trouble- 
fome to me, which happened in a hard gale of wind, 
I being to the windward, and the (hip having a large 
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motion, and miffing my hold, was canted from my 
place to the other fide of the veffel, againft the edge 
of a cheft, and fo bruifed my leg that I could not 
do my bufinefs as I ufually did, which was a great 
hindrance and difappointment to me: but in about 
a month’s time, with the affiftance of feme of my 
friends there, I got indifferently through it, and alfo 
rode to Bridge-Rowny and had feveral meetings there, 
I was alfo at feveral good and comfortable meetings 
at Speight's-Town, where we had one the day we failed, 
being the 21ft of the eleventh month j and on the 
fea-ihore parted with our friends in great love, and 
fet fail, the wind being about north-eaft, fo that 
we could not weather the iftand of Martinico; we 
therefore failed along by the iHands of Dominica, and 
Gnadaloupe> and had calms under the iflands, and 
fometiines the eddy winds from off the mountains, or 
high lands, would take the fails, and carry the fhip 
clear round, which made it fometimes tedious. The 
23d and 24th we paffecl by the iflands of Montjerrat, 
Antigua, Redondo, Chriftopher's, Nevis, Bartholomew, 
Staiidy Saba, Barbudaiy Martin s, and Anguillay the 
winds and the weather being fair and pieafant. The 
25th in the evening, it began to be hazy; and, in 
the night we fplit our main-top-fail, which coil: us 
a great deal of labour, and lofs of time, before we 
could get it mended and fet again. We had pretty 
fair weather about 20 days, until we came on our 
coaft, and into foundings; when a hard gale of 
wind fpringing up eafterly, which fetting on the 
fhore, was dangerous, and we had a long night 
coming on \ but, through the favour of the Almigh¬ 
ty, we got off from the land. In the midft of the 
danger of this ftorm, my foul fang praifes to the 
Lord. 

1 he 12th of the twelfth month we met with ano¬ 
ther eafterly ftorm, being in about thirty fathom 
water, it blew, and rained very hard, and was alfo 
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exceeding cold, and our coming from a hot climate 
made it more hard to bear. In this ftorm we faw di¬ 
vers lights, which the bailors call corpufants, one of 
them was exceeding bright, and fat, as near as I can 
compute it, about half an hour on our main-top- 
maft head, plain to the view of all the (hip’s com¬ 
pany, divers of whom faid they never faw the like, 
and I think 1 never heard of, or faw the like before. 

This ftorm continued all night til! day, when it 
abated, and it being the firft of the week, we had 
a comfortable meeting, in which the people on board 
were advifed to get divine and heavenly learning, and 
not to be fools in religion, or in the things of God, 
nor to hate his true knowledge; for if they had all 
the natural knowledge, and brighteft natural parts in 
the world, they would be but fools without the 
true fear of God, which the wife king Solomon fays. 
Is the beginning of wifdom. 

The 27th of the month we faw Cape Henlopen, hav¬ 
ing been 27 days from the iiland of Barbadoes: this 
was a dole, foggy day, we could fee but very little 
before us, and had like to have been a-ground on the 
fhoals, which they call the Hen and Chickens, but went 
between them and the Cape, in three fathom water; 
the wind blowing hard atfouth, we went up the bay 
by the lead, for we could not fee the land ; and the 
gale being fo frerh, we got to Bombay-Hook, from our 
Capes, in about (ix hours, which is accounted twenty 
leagues, where we came to an anchor, and there met 
with abundance of ice. Merciful was the delive¬ 
rance and prefervation we met with, from the hand 
of the Almighty, this voyage, may we ever gratefully 
remember it! About a league above Bombay-Hook, 
when the log broke up, we found ourfelves clofe on 
the Jerfey (bore ; and the wind fprung up at north- 
weft, and obliged 11s to come to an anchor; where 
the ice came down upon us, which furprized forne of 
us much. The fudden coming out of fo hot a cli¬ 
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mate, into one io feverely cold, had a bad effedt on 
molt of our (hip’s company ; and for my own part, 
I had a lore fit of the phthvfick, and was at times, 
almoft breathlefs, and thought ] mud die, fori could 
hardly breathe, or fpeak ; but yet I refolved, as long 
as I was capable of thoughts, 1 would think of God, 
and my beloved Jefus; in which thoughts and me¬ 
ditations I found fome comfort and confolation. I 
fat up for divers nights, not being able to lie down 
for want of breath ; and I could not drink any ftrong 
drink, as rum, wine, ale, or punch, fuch as the bai¬ 
lors drank; but, inftead thereof, I drank Cage tea, 
which was very helpful to me. 

The next day, the ice came down more and more 
upon us, and we feared to put back, becaufe, if we 
had gone a-ground in the bay, the ice might have 
demolifhed us ; fo we took the mod convenient time 
v/e could, and got up our anchor, with fome diffi¬ 
culty, and flood for R.eedy-ljland, one of the bed 
harbours upon the Delaware but the wind and tide 
failing us, we could not get in ; and the ebb brought 
down the ice mightily on us, fo that it took away 
the head of our vefiel, and cut her fides very much. 
The next tide we got into the harbour, and lay clofe 
to Reedy-IJland, making the (hip faft on ffiore. 
While we lay here, feveral veflels came to us, and 
fattened on ffiore as we did. The ice drove one vei- 
fel on us, and broke our fpritfail yard. Here I went 
on ffiore, where the people were very kind to us, 
particulady tire fficnff of the county, cjohu Gocdin^y 
and his wife and family. I went alfo to the houfe of 
‘Jobri M'Cool, who, with his wife, were very tender 
in their caie and love towards me; bathing my 
fweiled and benumbed limbs until the froft was 
pietty well out of them. The good-will, and ten¬ 
der love and care, I here met with, aftefts my mind 
in the noting of it: I pray the moil High, whom I 
love and ferve, to be their rewarder. 

I had 
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I had two meetings at our meeting-houfe at 
George s-Creek, where was people of divers perfua- 
lions, who gave good attention. For thefe meetings 
I was truly thankful; for though, through the ex¬ 
treme cold, I could hardly fpeak when on board, I 
new fpoke freely, much to my admiration, and I be¬ 
lieve to the people’s fatisfaftion, more than is pro¬ 
per for me to mention, wherefore I praife God. 
When the weather was a little more open, and the 
ice gone, we failed up the river to Philadelphia, 
where I was joyfully received by my friends ; and 
while the veffel was repairing and fitting for another 
voyage, I was not idle, but vifited Friends meetings 
at Philadelphia, Burlington, A'bington, German-Town, 
Biberry, Fair-hill, and Frankfort, being fomeiimes at 
four or five meetings a week. 1 was alfo at Haddon- 
fsldand Evejham meetings in Weft-JerJey ; both good 
and comfortable meetings, and will not eafily be 
forgotten ; for therein God was gracioufly pleafed to 
vifit us with his word, blefTed be his name. 

The 4th of the third month, we again fet fail for 
Speight’s-Town, in Barbadoes; and the 6th of the 
month, about fix in the morning, left the Capes of 
Delaware. From the time we left the fight of the 
Capes of Delaware, to the fight of Barbadoes, was 
twenty-five days, which was the quickeft voyage 
that ever I had in this (hip, in which time we had 
three meetings for the publick worfhip of Almighty 
God, and to me they were beneficial ; and for God's 
goodnefs, I could do no lefs than return praife to 
him, who alone is worthy for ever. 

After I had done my biifinefs at Barbadoes, and 
vifited Friends meetings, on the 5th of the fifth 
month I failed for South-Carolina^ touched at the 
ifland of Chrijlopher s, and landed feme paffengers 
there. From thence we went to fea, and the fame 
night we had a Form, but fuffered little, the wind 
being for us, that we went before it, and after it was 
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over, we had a pleafant paffage of about fourteen 
days to the coaft of Carolina ; and when we law the 
land, the wind came againft us, which made forne of 
our paffcngers very uneafy ; but in meditating on 
the infinite Being, I was favoured with inward com¬ 
fort and ftrong confolation, io that I was humbly 
thankful, and praifed God. 

We were prevented by contrary winds, and a 
ftrong current, from getting into Charlejion, and 
while we were beating about the coaft, we met with 
a veffel which came from thence, who gave us in¬ 
telligence that many people died fuddenlv, and that 
they buried ten or twelve in a day. Hearing fuch 
news, and the wind being ftili againft us, our paflfen- 
gers, who intended for Carolina, concluded to go for 
Philadelphia •, fo we tacked about, and flood for De¬ 
laware-hay ^ and then we had a frefh gale a-head a- 
gain for feveral days, and ipending fo much time on 
the coaft, our water was far expended, and we agreed 
to come to an allowance of water, a quart a man for 
twency-four hours, for feveral days before we got in. 
We were about five weeks in our paffage from Bar- 
badoes to Delaware river. 

Soon after our arrival at Philadelphia, we got our 
fhip on the ways, in order to refit and (heath her, in 
which time I travelled into feveral counties, and had 
many religious meetings in divers places, in which I 
had good fatisfaftion; and my old acquaintance and 
friends faid, they rejoiced to fee me again after rny fea 
voyages. I was thankful in my heart for the good¬ 
will of my good Matter, and of my friends, in thole 
journeys, which was, and, I hope, ever will be better 
to me than choice filver, and fine gold. 

The winter fetting in about a month fooner than 
iffual, many veffels were detained from going to lea, 
being frozen up; alio many veffels could not come 
from iea up the river, fo that a great damp was put 
on trade, and the froft coming fo fuddenly, many 
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people were taken with colds, and many died in both 
the provinces of New-JerJey and Pennsylvania. My 
dear friend and kind landlord Paul Prejlon, died 
about this time, who on his dying bed, laid, c He 
* had no defire to live, but to do good, and that it 
c had been his care to keep a conlcience void of of- 
c fence towards God, and to all men, which now was 
* his comfort.' The hard weather continuing, I 
found an exercife and concern on my mind to vifit 
Friends meetings in the county of Bucks, in Pennfyl- 
vania, and the county of Burlington, in IVeft-JerJey ; 
in both which I was at above twenty meetings in 
about twenty days. In this journey I was favoured 
with the grace and goodnefs of the divine hand, to a 
greater degree than I was worthy of, though I was 
exceeding poor in my fpirit, and in my own judg¬ 
ment, very weak for fervice and labour, both in body 
and mind; our meetings, confidering the fevere 
feafon, were large, and, 1 hope, they were to general 
edification. 

On the 25th of the tenth month, being the repu¬ 
ted birth day of our Lord Jefus Chrift, at a little 
town, near the Falls, called Borden-towny we had a 
meeting, where never any had been before of our 
Friends, in one of the houfes newly built by Jofeph 
Borden, the proprietor of the place. He entertained 
us lovingly at his houle, when he was fo generous as 
to offer ground for a grave-yard, and to build a 
meeting-houfe on, and a handiome fum of money 
towards building it, though he did not make profef- 
fion to be of our fociety. Some that were at this 
meeting, who did not profefs with us, came over the 
creek on the ice, to Ifaac Horner s, in the evening, 
where we had a fatisfadtory meeting, in which God, 
through Chrift, was glorified. Daniel Stanton, my 
wife's filter’s fon, accompanied me in this journey, 
whole company and miniftry was acceptable, both 
to me and Friends, and we had meetings at the Falls> 
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Brifiol, Middle-town, Wright' s-town, Borden-town, 
Crofiwicks, Mansfield, Upper and Lower Springfield, 
Mount-holly, Rancocas, Evefiham, and Chefier, and di¬ 
vers evening-meetings at feveral Friends houfes. If 
now being a field y time, I was often fent for to vifiC 
the lick, in which vifits we were comforted, and 
God's holy name was praifed. 

On the 18th of the eleventh month I was fent for 
to Briftol, to vifit Ennion Williams, who was danger¬ 
ously ill, and to Burlington, to the burial of Elizabeth, 
the wile of Jonathan Wright, who was buried from 
the great meeting-houfe at Burlington. The meeting 
was very large, llie being well-beloved by her neigh¬ 
bours and acquaintance, being a woman much given 
to hofpitality, and indeed many of the Friends of Bur¬ 
lington have exceeded in that refpedt the moft that 
ever I have oblerved in my travels; fhe was a pattern 
of piety, a loving, obliging wife, and tender and 
careful mother, a kind neighbour, a loving and 
faithful friend, and lo continued to the end; for 
fome of her dying words were, That fhe defired her 
love might be remembered to all her friends, which 
was done openly in the faid meeting, and tenderly 
affected many. 

After I came home, I was at the marriage of Wil¬ 
liam Parker and Elizabeth Gilbert, at which marriage 
was our worthy, ancient friend, John Richardfony 
with divers other European Friends. The meeting 
was large and edifying. ° 

I he river ftill continuing frozen up, I had a defire 
to vifit my friends and brethren in Chefier county, 
whom 1 had not feen for fome years ; and in order 
thereto, in the beginning of the twelfth month, I, 
wim my kiniman Daniel Stanton, fet out from Phila¬ 
delphia, and went to New-town, where we had a meet¬ 
ing next day, bung the firlt of the week, and after- 
waius an evening-meeting at Evan Lewis's; from 
thence we went to the monthly-meeting at Providence 
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on third-day to Middle-town, fourth-day to Concord\ 
fifth-day to Birmingham, fixth-day to Lon don-Grove ; 
after which we had an evening-meeting at a widow’s 
houfe; from thence we travelled on feven h-day to 
Nottingham, and were at a large meeting there on 
firft-day, and had an evening-meeting at a Friend’s 
houfe, where fome perlons came, who had never been 
at a meeting of Friends before ; on fecond-day we 
had a meeting at Sufqitehannah ferry, to which divers 
people came over the ice, and it was a good oppor¬ 
tunity to many of them. Third-day we had a large 
meeting at IVeft-Nottingham, and in the evening at 
William Browns ; and next we had a large meeting at 
New-Gar den; and at Michael Light foot's houfe we 
met with two Friends from Ireland, Mungo Bewly and 
Samuel Stephens, who were now proceeding on the 
courfe of their religious vifit to Friends in Maryland* 
Virginia, and North-Carolina. From thence I went 
to vilit my old friend and acquaintance Ellis Lewis, 
who had a defire to lee me : we had an evening¬ 
meeting in his chamber, to our mutual comfort and 
refrefhment; and next day had a very large meet¬ 
ing in the meeting-houfe at Kennet; after which we 
went to Concord to the quarterly-meeting for the 
county of Chejler, and were at three meetings there* 
and likewife had three evening-meetings at Friends 
houfes; at which meetings we had the company of 
my kinfwoman, Alice Alderfon, and her companion 
Margaret Coupland, who were lately come from the 
north of England, to vilit Friends in this and the ad¬ 
jacent provinces. 

We went on third-day to the general-meeting at 
Providence, which was very large; Jojloua Fielding and 
Eienezer Large were there ; and we had an evening- 
meeting at Rebecca Minjfcall’s •, and next went to 
Chichefter, where we had a larger meeting than I ex¬ 
pected, confidering the feafon$ we lodged at John 

talkeld'%\ and on fifth-day we had a good, open 
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meeting at Chefter, and, in the evening, another at 
Grace Lloyd's ; next day had a meeting at Springfield, 
which I believe will be remembered by lbme that 
were there, when we do not fee one another; after¬ 
wards we travelled to Philadelphia. 

In this year 1732, arrived Lbomas Penn7 one of 
the proprietors of Pennfylvania, and Ion of the truly 
honourable William Penn, governor and proprietor of 
this province, a wife man, a good Chriftian, and a 
mild governor, a great promoter of piety and virtue, 
and of good men. May this his lbn walk in his 
fteps! 

In the firft: month was our general fpring-meeting, 
at which were feveral publick Friends from England, 
viz* John Richard fan, Alice Aiderfon ^ and Margaret 
Coupland. The meeting was large and edifying, the 
faid Friends having fervice therein to general fatis- 
fadtion. 

The 2d of the iecond month, I proceeded on a 
voyage to Barbadoes, it being the firft, in the fnow 
Barbadoes Packet, a veflel built on purpofe for me. 
YVe got to the Capes the 20th of the fecond month 
in the evening, where we were obliged to come to 
an anchor ; and the 21ft we put out to fea* but the 
wind being againft us, and looking like windy wea¬ 
ther, I concluded to come to under our Cape, and 
wait for a fair wind : as foon as our fnow came to, 
we got our boat out, and went to Lewiis-L'own; and 
next day, being firft-day, we had a meeting in the 
court-houle. In this town is an Epifccpal, and a 
Prejbyterian meeting-houfe; but neither of their 
teachers were that day in town, and divers of the 
people were glad of a meeting, and 1 had a good op¬ 
portunity with them. After meeting I went on 
board, and weighed anchor, and had a fair wind for 
above a week after : in which time we overtook the 
Ihip Amity,-—Bowlings matter, near the latitude of 
fimpudaS) where we had fmart gales of wind, which 
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obliged us to carry our topfails double-reefed ; and, 
after having been at fea 27 days and one night, in 
which time we had leveral meetings, we faw the 
bland of Barbadoes; though, for the mod: part, we 
had contrary, winds ; but all was well, and God 
bleffed, who is for ever worthy. 

The 20th of the fourth month, having done my 
bufineis, and alio vifited friends meeting's, we failed 
for Philadelphia; and on the 25th of the fourth 
month, being firft-day, we had a feafonable and fer- 
viceabie meeting, wherein the Almighty was worfhip- 
ped and prailed, and the people exhorted to fobriety 
and temperance. We were about twenty days from 
Barbadoes to Philadelphia. 

After having (laid at home about fix weeks, and 
vifited the meetings of Friends in divers places, to 
mine and their fatisfaftion, on the 28th of the fixth 
month, I proceeded on another voyage for the ifland 
of Barbadoes. We left fight of our Capes on the 
31ft of the laid month. The winds were for the mod 
part contrary, and, before we got into the trade 
wind, we met with two hard gales; the laft of which 
was a kind of a hurricane, in which we could carry 
no fail ap ail, but let the veffei lie to the mercv of the 

j 

feas, or rather to the mercy of him that made the feas, 
and all that is therein, and in the earth allb. In this 
florm we loft a fpare top-maft, and divers other uten- 
fils belonging to the veffei; but all our people were 
well and iafe. This voyage we had feveral comfort¬ 
able religious meetings on board, in which we were 
exhorted to prepare for another and better world, 
this being lo very uncertain and momentary, and 
full of various exercifes, temptations, and afflic¬ 
tions. 

I had on board three Whitehaven failors, William 
\lowerfon, William Premble, and William Atkinjon, and 
I do not remember that I heard either of them lwear 
an oath during the whole voyage, which I thought 
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worthy to ftand on record, becaufe it is fo rare in 
feafaring men. About the beginning of the eighth 
month, being in the latitude of Barbadoes, the 
thoughts of my leaving my family and habitation, 
and many of my loving relations, and near and dear 
Friends, as at divers other times alfo, made me pen- 
five and forrowful; but it being on a principle 01 
juftice, and fometimes meeting with the prefence and 
goodnefs of God, I was enabled to do my affairs and 
bufinefs, and forbore to appear forrowful as much as 
poffibly I could, or be of a fad countenance in the 
fight of men ; but to him, who knew ail things, 
and fees in fecret, I poured out my foul in all my 
afflictions, for he only is able to help me. I met with 
feme who untruly cenfured me, as covetous of the 
things of this world, or to be rich ; and that for the 
fake of thefe outward things, I might venture my 
life until I might lofe it : really, as to my life, it 
hath long been my defire to be ready to refign it, and 
is fo (till: and, as to thofe outward things, fo far 
as I know, my heart is clear; food and raiment, 
and to be clear and even with the world, having 
rather to give than receive, is all the grandeur I 
defire, and if that be not granted, I hope to be con¬ 
tented without it, and to be thankful. I look upon 
crowns and feepters, and all the fine things of this 
world, that are of the nature of it, but as trifles, 
and diminutive things, incomparifon of a houfe and 
kingdom eternal in the heavens. In this voyage, as 
ufual, I read in the holy Scriptures, and met with 
itrong confolation therein, efpecially in the New Tef- 
tament; I alfo read much in the works of that emi¬ 
nent judge and good Chriftian, Matthew Hale. 

The 7th of the eighth month, we arrived at Bar- 
badoes, (laid three weeks and one day , and had divers 
religious meetings. I haftened to accomplifli my af¬ 
fairs before winter, it coming on, and the time of 
the year dangerous for failing on our coalts. On the 
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30th of the eighth month we left the ifland of Bar- 
badoes, bound for Philadelphia ; and on the i ith of 
the ninth month, it pleated God to favour us with a 
gracious opportunity to worlliip him; wherein was 
declared to the fhip’s company, the nature and ad¬ 
vantage of good, and the fountain from whence it 
flows, or fprings; as alfo the nature and difadvan- 
tage of evil; the one being or fpringing from God, 
and the other proceeding from Satan, or the Devil, 
who is the root of all evil; and, that man might be 
left without excufe, God hath fent the divine and 
fupernatural light of his holy Spirit, to fhow to 
mortals what is good, and what is evil; in order 
that they might embrace the good, and refufe the 
evil. 

The eift of the ninth month we had a very hard 
gale of wind at north-weft, which blew fo hard, that 
it put us by from failing, fo that we were obliged to 
lay her to the wind; for, by the violence thereof, we 
pould not carry any fail; and it was fo dark, that we 
could neither fee ftars, nor one another; nor hear 
one another without we were very near, the feas 
rifing very high : indeed the long, ftormy and dark 
nights were very difmal; and fome of our goods got 
loofe in the hold. In the beginning of the night, 
about the feventh hour, Philip Kearney, my appren¬ 
tice, fell into the fea and was loft, which was a deep 
affliction to us in divers confiderations. 

The 25th we law the land, and next day we came 
to an anchor in Delaware-bay. The iols of this 
lad was a caufe that we were not fo joyful as is ufual 
for people to be when come to the iliore. 

The latter end of the tenth month I went the 
third voyage, commander of the Barbadoes-Packet, 
from Philadelphia, bound to Barbadoes: we were 
towed through the ice by two boats from Thomas 
Majfer’s wharf, and in two days got to Retdy-IJland; 
from whence we laded down Delaware-bay, where we 

lay 
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lay two nights, the wind being contrary, blowing 
hard, the nights being long, the days very Short, and 
weather fharp ; we left our Capes in the night, it 
being dangerous lying in the bay; and after being 
out Several days, we had favourable winds, and plea- 
fant weather; but when we got into the trade wind, 
it blew hard, and moftly againft us, fo that the fir ft 
land we faw was the ifiand of Chriftopber’s, where we 
arrived in 20 days from our Capes; and the market 
for provisions being at that time better than at any 
other of thofe lflands, and the property of the veffel 
moftly belonging to me, and the cargo generally 
confign.ed to me, 1 difpofed of part of it. Here be¬ 
ing no meeting of our Society on this ifiand, I had 
meetings on board the veffel in the harbour, and di¬ 
vers from the Shore, and feveral mailers of veffels 
came to our meetings, the fnow having large accom¬ 
modations for fuch an occafion; and, fo far as I 
could understand, the people were generally rati¬ 
fied, and fpoke well of our meetings. 

Of late times, and alfo in this voyage, meeting 
with many Ioffes and erodes, and much afflidtions, 
and various exercifes, I was ready to fay in my 
heart, Lord, why am I thus afflicted now in my de¬ 
clining years, fince thou knows, I love thee above 
all things, and that I would not willingly or know¬ 
ingly offend thee, my great and dear Lord ? It was 
anlwered, as though vocally Spoken, My only be¬ 
gotten and beloved Son, who never offended me. 
Suffered much more. This word being fuch an evi¬ 
dent truth, I begged patience to go through all my 
fufferings and afflictions, fo that at lath I might live 
with Chrift in the glorious kingdom of God forever, 
where I might always bids and praiie his holy 
name. 

Five or fix days after our arrival at this ifiand, a 
veffel, that came out five or fix days before us, amo¬ 
ved, ilie meeting with the fame boisterous weather 

as 
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as we did, yet we made our padage ten or eleven 
days fooner. Divers other veflels, bound to Barba- 
does, put in here, through tiiefe contrary winds; and 
when I law others in the like circumftances with us, 
I was the more thankful for being preferved fafe, 
and fo loon to this place ; yet it was a confiderable 
lofs and fore trial not to get to Barbadoesy the ifland 
I was bound to, and a great difappointment to me, 
and many more. 

At this ifland a perfon whofe name was ——— 
Galloway, a man of a great eftate, hearing that I kept 
meetings on board the veffel, kindly invited me to 
have a meeting at his houfe, and faid he would give 
notice of it to divers of the gentlemen, as he called 
them, of the ifland, telling me, that I fhould be wel¬ 
come to his houfe, which was much more convenient 
than the veflel; but I was not very forward to accept 
of my friend Galloway's kind offer, being fenfible of 
my own weaknefs and inward poverty, fo that I 
made feveral excufes to evade it; but he obviated 
them all. ift. I alked him. If he could bear the 
reproach of having a Quaker’s meeting at his houfe ? 
he anfwered, Yes, there is good and bad of all focie- 
ties. 2dly. I alked, If his wife would like it, or be 
willing that a meeting fhould be in the houfe ? He 
faid, fhe defired it, and would be very willing. 
3d 1 y. I alked, If he thought he could fit in filence ? 
He told me, He believed he could. I then told 
him, I was obliged to him for his kind and friendly 
offer, and, God willing, I intended to come, and tell 
my people of the fhip’s company to come alfo, and 
defired him to give notice of it: the which he did, 
and there was a large fatisfablory meeting: oh may 
the Almighty fanbtify it to fome fouls, is my defire! 

He and his wife were both very courteous to me, 
and invited many of his rich friends and relations: 
his wife’s father was a judge in this ifland of good 
repute. Divers people, of feveral profeflions, were 

at 
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at this meeting, and many exprelTed their being glad 
of it. An attorney at law faid, he was thankful tor 
the words he had heard that day, and, if I would 
flay with them, he would always come to our meet¬ 
ings. One judge Mills was at this meeting, and 
very kindly invited me to his lmufe. Some meeting 
me next day, faid, they were lorry they were not 
there. The miftrefs of the houfc told divers of the 
people, who were perfons of note, That they fhould 
remember what they had heard; and fpoke it with a 
religious concern, as it feemed to me. When I 
went to this meeting, I was very poor, and in much 
fear, fpeaking with a great concern on my mind for 
the people's falvation •, and that God, through Chrift, 
might be glorified. 
do 

After this meeting, it was (as though a voice) 
faid unto me, How doft thou know but for this caufe, 
and for this meeting thou art brought here to this 
iiland, though againft thy will ? The people told 
me, that they did not remember that there ever was 
a meeting of our Friends before on this ifland. The 
meeting had this effedt, that rhe people had a bet¬ 
ter opinion of our fociety than they had before. 
The fubjedl in this meeting was, The excellency of 
the gofpel difpenfation above that of the law, in that 
it brought us to the law, went through the law, and 
was above the law, and far from deltroying the law, 
but fulfilled it; for proof of which, they were re¬ 
ferred to Chrift’s molt excellent fermon which he 
preached on the Mount, Mat. v. 

from the ifland of ChrifiopheB s, I propofed, God 
willing, for Barbadoes; the which I apprehended 
would be a troublelome voyage, it being about ioo 
leagues to windward, and a ftrong current againft 
us. On the 19th of the 12th month we failed to¬ 
wards Barbadces; and the wind being a-head, and 
blowing hard, we tarried two nights at the ifland 
of Lucca} where we took in wood and water. The 

people 
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people here were mofily French, and were very civil 
to us. 

The 21ft we put out again to fea; but the wind 
and current being againft us, obliged us to go into 
the harbour from whence we came, and tarry for an 
opportunity more favourable. While we were in 
this harbour, which is a very good one, feveral veffels 
came in on the like occafion ; and a veffel that came 
from ChriftophePs about three hours after us, came 
here three days fmce we did. 

We went out again, in order to proceed to Barba- 
does but, as before, the current was lo ftrong a- 
gainft us, and the wind alfo, that we could not^get 
forward on our way; wherefore we put back again 
to ChrifiophePs, and, by the way, called at Antigua, 
where I had an open, fatisfa&ory meeting, for which 
I was truly thankful, and lb were forrte, not of our fo- 
ciety, of whom there were divers, and fome who had 
not been at our meetings before. 

The next day we arrived again at ChriftophePs> 
and there unloaded the remainder ofourcargo, though 
much againft my mind. After having foid the moft 
of our cargo at Baff$terre> we went to Sandy-pointy and 
there told the remainder, and took in our loading 
for Philadelphia. 

In loading our veffel, judge Brown was my very 
good friend, and helpful to me therein, for which I 
.think myfelf much obliged to him. 

While we lay here, I had a meeting on board our 
veffel, to which came five mailers of veffels. It was 
a good meeting, though I fpoke to them in much 
mifery and pain, having very angry painful fores on 
my legs, occafioned by a fall in getting out of the 
boat, thefeas running high, and through the violence 
of the waves, I fell acrofs the boat, and broke both 
my fnins very grievoufly. 

The 31ft of the* 1 ft month, 1734, we had another 
meeting on board our veffel, to which came feveral 

from 
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from other vefiels, and fome from the (liore, among 
whom was a young baronet, and his hoft (a tavern- 
keeper) with him, who at firft behaved airily, but 
after fome time, be was more fober, and feemed re- 
fpedtful at parting. 

I was invited to have a meeting next firft-day on 
board the fhip King George, a large vefiTel; the matter 
told me his cabin was large, and would accommo¬ 
date many more than mines but we did not flay fo 
long as till the firft-day. 

After this meeting was over, the mafter of the 
large (hip came on board, and faid, he was lorry he 
had not come fooner, fo as to have had the opportu¬ 
nity to have been at the meeting. 

From Chriftopher's we let fail for the ifland of An¬ 
guilla, and had a meeting at the Governor’s houfe on 
a firft-day. We ftaid at Anguilla three days, and 
there took on board fome bags of cotton on freight, 
and failed from thence the 10th of the fecond month. 
The Governor of this ifland, whofe name was George 
Leona■ i, told me, That he fhoiild live and die in our 
principles, having that he muft defend his people. 
But he did not confider, that his defence might de- 
ftroy both him and them, and that fuch defence was 
directly contrary to Chrift’s doftrine and practice. 
A remarkable and difmal paffage he related to me. 
That fome days before, a vefTel came from the ifland 
of Saltitudas (which went there to take in fait) the 
people going on fhore, the mafter told him, that 
there lay at the landing the heads of above twenty 
men on one fide the path, and the quarters of them 
on the other; which fo furprized them, that they 
made the beft of their way to Anguilla, where they 
related this difmal ftory, and fuppofed the flain to be 
Britons by their appearances, and that they were de- 
ftroyed by the Spaniards, who are known to be cruel 
to them. This aftion being far from the fpirit of 
Chriftianity, is a reproach to the actors thereof. 

Not 
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Not far from Anguilla is an ifland they call St. 
John's, the inhabitants of which are Dutch: The ne¬ 
groes there lately rofe and took the ifland, killed the 
people, fpoiled tneir plantations, and burnt their 
houfes. I lodged at the houfe of a perfon, who 
went to fubdue thofe negroes, who were too ftrong 
for him and his company, and the negroes killed di- 
vei s of them, and among them, killed this man’s two 
Ions, for which their mother and lifters were in bit¬ 
ter mourning when I was at their houfe. The 
thoughts of the bloodfhed and vaft deftru&ion, which 
wai makes in the world, cauled me to cry in my 
heart, How long, O Lord, thou holy, juft, and true 
God, will it be till nation lift up the fword no more 
againft nation, nor the people learn war any more. 

When I came home from this voyage, which was 
the 30th of the fecond month, I met with the for- 
rowful news of the death of my only fon George, a 
beloved, dear youth, who was taken lick the 5th of 
the eighth month, 1733, and departed this life at 
my houle in Frankfort, the 13th of the faid month, 
about the ninth hour, in the evening of the fixth-day 
of the week, and was carried to the Bank meeting- 
houfe of friends in Philadelphia, and buried from 
thence on the firft-day following, being accompanied 
by many friends, and others: he was ten years and 
feven days old when he died, and as he was much be¬ 
loved for the fweetnefs of his nature and difpofition, 
fo he was greatly lamented by many who were ac¬ 
quainted with him. I have this account to leave 
concerning him, not fo much that he was my fon, as 
to excite other youths to ferve and fear the Lord, and 
to love him above all •, and that they might remem¬ 
ber their Creator in their youthful days, that it might 
be well with them in this world, and when time here 
to them lhall be no more. 

* He was a lad much inclined to read the holy 
t feriptures, and other good books, efpecialiy religi- 
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4 ous ones ; and was always obliging, obedient, and 
< loving to his parents, and ready and willing to do 
c any fervice he could do to his friends: any little 
c fervices in his power he chearfully performed, and 
c took delight in : he was very diligent, and ready to 
c go to religious meetings, and an entire lover ofre- 
c ligious people. In his ficknefs he behaved him- 
c felf more like a wife man, than a youth of that age, 
c bearing his pain and ficknefs with a great deal of 
c patience. I being in another part of the world, 
4 he would gladly have feen me, but faid, he fhould 
4 never fee me any more, and therefore defired his 
4 mother to remember his dear love to his father, 
4 and tell him, that he was gone to his heavenly Fa- 
c ther. He was very fervent in prayer in the time 
4 of his ficknefs, and prayed that God would preferve 
4 his people all the world over. One time, when in 
4 great mifery and pain, he prayed to Chrift:, faying, 
4 Sweet Jefus! blelfed jefus! give me patience to 
4 bear my mifery and pain, for my mifery is greater 
c than I can well bear ! O come, fweet Jefus, why 
4 art thou fo long a coming? I had rather be with 
4 thee than in the fineft place in all the world. Many 
4 religious expreflions he lpoke on his dying bed, 
4 greatly to the fatisfadtion and melting of his 
c friends and relations who came to fee him in his 
4 illnefs. One day, he faid, my mifery and pain is 
4 very great, but what would it be if the wrath of 
4 God was in my foul? Fie believing in the love of 
c God in Chrift, made him defirous of being with 
c him; and feeing the joy that was fet before him, 
4 thought the time long to be with Jefus, as know- 
4 ing that then he would be out of all mifery and 
4 pain. His heart was full of love to his relations, 
4 acquaintance, and friends, who came to fee him 
4 in his illnefs; and full of tender fweetnefs and di» 
4 vine love, he took his laft leave of them, which 
c greatly affedted many. This was one of the moft 
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c pinching exercifes I ever met with in all my days $ 
e but as he faid in his illnefs, fo 1 now write. The 
c wifdom of the Lord is wonderful! One time in this 
c dear child’s ficknefs, he faid. Oh! the good hand 
c of Thee the Lord help me, give me eafe, and con- 
€ duff me fafe (i.e.) to God's kingdom, uttering 
* this verfe; 

c Sweet Jefus, give me eafe, for mercy I do crave; 
c And if thou’lt give me eafe, then mercy I fhall 

c have.' 

Although this was a great and fore exercife, and 
deep afflidtion to me, in lofing this promifing 
youth, and my only fon ; yet, confidering that he 
went off the ftage of life like a folid good Chriftian, 
it was made tolerably eafy to me; for he departed 
this life in much brighcnefs and fweetnefs, and more 
like an old Chriftian, than a youth of ten years of 

age. 

It was ufual for me to advife his mother not to 
fet her affections too much upon him, thinking he 
was too good to live long in this world, and too 
ripe for heaven, to flay long here on earth, or in this 
world of forrow and mifery. This dear and tender 
youth, when reading (to which he was much in¬ 
clined) if he met with any things that affected him, 
either in the facred writings, or other good au¬ 
thors, he would write it down, and get it by heart. 
Tie was, more than common, affectionately concern¬ 
ed for his mother, doing whatever he could freely 
and chearfully to ferve her, and told her not to do 
divers things which he thought too much for her, 
faying, Mother, let me do it; if I were a man thou 
jfhould not do any thing at all, (meaning as to la¬ 
bour) my dear wife being very induftrious, and apt 
to overdo herfelf at times: and fhe being affected 
with his filial love and care for and towards her in his 
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father’s abfence, it caufed her fometimes to turn 
about and weep, in confideration of his great care 
for and love to her. I thought a little memorandum 
of the life and death of this religious lad was worthy 
recording, in order to ftir up other youths to obe¬ 
dience and love to their parents, who begat them, 
and carefully and tenderly nourifhed and brought 
them up; and all'o to love and obey God, from whom 
they have their life, breath, and being, and to believe 
in Chrift, who died for them ; who is the glorious 
light of all the nations of them that are faved, and 
walk therein, according to facred writ. 

As noted above, he got feveral pieces by heart 
out of the bible, and other religious writings, firft 
writing them with his pen. Twofhort ones I may 
recite, of which nature were divers others, which 
peradventure may be edifying to fome, who may 
call: their eye thereon. 

One place, which much affedted my mind, that 
he wrote down, and got by heart, was the 55th 
verfe of the 57th chapter of that evangelical pro¬ 
phet Ifaiah-. “ For thus faith the high and lofty 
“ One, that inhabiteth eternity, whole name is holy, 
<c I dwell in the high and holy place; with him 
“ alfo that is of a contrite and humble lpirir, to 
“ revive the fpirit of the humble, and to revive the 
<c hearts of the contrite ones.” 

Another 1 ittle piece was five verfes, which among 
others he wrote, and got by heart, viz. ° 

As one day goes another comes. 
And fometimes fhews usdifmal dooms; 
As time rowls on, new things we fee. 
Which feldoin to us do amee: 
l hough now and then’s a pleafant day, 
Fis long a coming, loon away; 

Wherefore the everlafting truth 
Is good for aged and for youth, 

^ For 
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For them to fet their hearts upon. 
For that will laft till time is done. 

I have now but one only daughter, Rebecca, left 
me out of twelve children, (except my wife’s fon and 
daughter.) 

After this long and tedious voyage, which ended 
O J o J 

in the fecond month, I flayed but a few weeks at 
home, and loaded with wheat and flour for Dublin, 
in Ireland-, had Alice Alderfon, my kinfwoman, and 
Margaret Coupland, pafTengers. We had a very com¬ 
fortable, pleafant pafiage, fair winds and weather, 
and good religious meetings. I think it was the 
moft pleafant time that ever I eroded thefeas; about 
Nantucket we faw feveral floops a whaling, and fpoke 
with one, by which opportunity we enquired of the 
welfare of our Friends on that ifland, and fent our 
loves to them. Not many miles from the floops we 
law a fhcal of whales: I counted eight in a row lying 
fide by fide in the water. 

We were four weeks and fix days from our capes 
to Cape Clear in Ireland; coming near the land we 
met with fifhing-boats, and got plenty of choice frefh 
fifh: in the evening we got into Kin/ale, took in a 
pilot for Dublin, and failed next day from Kinfale, 
and was out one night at lea-, got next day to Dub¬ 
lin-Bay, where we went alliore, and were kindly en¬ 
tertained by our Friends. We were at divers large 
meetings in that great city, which fome of us, while 
we live, at times 1 believe fhall remember. My 
flay in Ireland was about feven weeks, in which time 
I vifited leveral meetings in the country, and a £ 
Edenderry, the Moats of Greenough, Carlow, Ballytorct 

&c. 
We fet fail from Dublin with a fair wind, in com¬ 

pany with the fhip Neptune, and our Friends lent 
many prayers and good wifhes after us. We were 
about forty peribns, failors, pafTengers, and fervants, 

on 
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on board, and had a good paffage, all things con¬ 
fide red. 

YVe had divers religious meetings on board, and 
were on our paffage, from the fight of Ireland, to the 
fight of our land, five weeks and fix days: it was the 
quickeft voyage I ever made to Europe and back 
again to Philadelphia. 

When I came home, finding all well, I was thank¬ 
ful to God, in the name of Chrift, for all his mercies, 
and the many prefervations wherewithal he had fa¬ 
voured me. 

After being a little at home, and at feveral meet¬ 
ings, and not being clear of the world, in order tp 
it I undertook another voyage to Barbadoes, and from 
thence intending for London, in order to fettle my af¬ 
fairs there, which I intended fome years before, but 
Ioffes and difappointments hindered me. Wherefore, 
the 7th of the tenth month, I proceeded on a fifth 
voyage in the Barbadoes-packet, and left Philadelphiaiy 
and was at a meeting the next day at Chejler (being 
firft-day) and in the evening we had a large meeting 
at Grace Lloyd's, where I met with my dear Friend 
Jofeph Gill who had good fervice in the faid meet¬ 
ing: we rejoiced in Chrift to fee each other. We 
left Chefter the 9th, and got that tide down the river 
to Newcaftle, and, after vifiting thofe few friends 
there, we fet fail the 12th in the morning; the wind 
being high and the weather very lharp, freezing 
hard; our fails were fo froze, that we had hard work 
to get the veffel under fail. The 13th day weighed 
anchor, and faded down the bay, and the 14th we 
were clear ol the Capes. The firft-day following 
we had a good, feafonable meeting, for the worfhip 
and fervice of God, and, in the faid meeting, as I 
was treating of difobedience to parents, and dilobe- 
dience to Almighty God our great Parent and hea¬ 
venly Father, a youth, who was a paffenger in the 
veil'd, went out haftily and abruptly, as I was fhew- 
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ino; the imgratefulnefs ot the firft, much more of the 
laft. When I a Iked the reafon of his going out, he 
laid. It was becaufe he could not forbear crying; 
and thinking I fpoke fo becaufe of him, he laid, he 
could not hear me any more. Afterwards I under- 
llood that he was a youth who was very ungrateful 
and difobedient to his parents; the which i knew 
not of, for his mother told me, and himfelf alio, that 
he went to fea on account of his health: I thought 
his going cut fo haftily was occafioned by fome in- 
difpofition of body-, but it was, as he gave us to un- 
derftand, through relenting what was fpoken, and 
by his taking of it to himfelf. I have in like manner 
fometimes obferved, that divers people have fhevvn 
a reftleffnefs and uneafinefs in public affemblies of 
worlhipand devotion, and fometimes going out, &c. 
fo that they have thereby expofed themfelves to the 
notice of the people, as perfons guilty of the matter 
publicly reprehended, or fpoken againft; juft as 
though they were the only perfons in the affem- 
bly, who were guilty of the evil then taken no¬ 
tice of. Such public reftleffnefs is a great folly and 
weaknefs, befides fo openly and publicly expofing 
themfelves. 

After we left our Capes, we had divers hard gales 
of wind, which lafted feveral days. The 28th being 
a firft-day, we had a meeting for divine worfhip, in 
which God was praifed, and his holy name exalted, 
for his unfpeakable grace in fending his only begot¬ 
ten Son, a divine light to enlighten the inhabitants 
of the world. After which we had ftormy weather 
and contrary winds for fome weeks, fo that our paf- 
fao-e was tedious; and of 15 times going to Barba- 
does, I found this the moft difficult; and the pro- 
fpeft was very difcouraging of making a lofing voy- 
£<tc, by the great expence I expected for repairing 
and'refitting the veffel, &c. fo that 1 began to de- 
fpair of accomplilhing my defign of difcharging my 
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debts in Great-Britain, and the thoughts and confi- 
deration of lofing fo much of the company and con- 
verfation of my wife, relations, and friends, and 
fpending fo much precious time, which cannot be 
recalled, to fo little purpofe, lay heavy on my mind ; 
yet by the grace of God, my mind was iupported, 
and my refolutions confirmed to praife the Almighty 
for every difpenfation of his Providence. 

The 23d of the eleventh month, we faw the ifland 
of Barbadoes, at the breaking of the day, having been 
from the Capes of Delaware forty days and one night; 
and was truly thankful, that at laft, we, through di¬ 
vine favour, got well to our defined port, where we 
were lovingly received by our Friends at Speight* s- 
\Town, who were joyful at our arrival. From thence 
I went to Bridge-Town, and fo on to the governor’s, 
in order to enter our veflel ^ but, flaying a little too 
late, the governor, who was the Lord Howe, was 
come from his houfe on his way to Bridge-Town, 
with his coach and fix, and his attendants ; but he, 
feeing me, courteoufiy flopped his coach, and did my 
bufinefs as he fat therein; and though I made an ef- 
fay towards an excufe, he would not admit of it, 
faying. There was no need of any excufe. He was 
indeed an extraordinary courteous man : he died foon 
after, much lamented, as he was much beloved. 

My ftay at Barbadoes this time was the longeft I 
ever {laid, believing it to be the laft time I fhould 
go there, and that I fhould fee them no more. My 
fo faying troubled fome of them ; but growing in 
years, being then turned of threelcore, 1 thought it 
would be too hard for me to undertake fuch another 
voyage *, therefore I was at all the meetings of our 
Friends on the ifland. 

Here I met with Mofes Hldridge, a Friend from 
New-England, who came on a religious vifit to Friends 
of this ifland, with whom he had divers good meet- 
mgs, his fervice in preaching the gofpel being edify- 
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ing and acceptable ; we were together at the marriage 
or Andrew Drury and Mary Lewis, after which meet¬ 
ing and marriage, I was ill of a fever feveral days, 
which diftemper was very much among the people, 
of which near twenty matters of veffels, and fome 
hundreds oi people died ; and though I had been at 
Barbddoes many times, I never had fo much illnefs 
there before 5 Mofes Aldridge, and feveral Friends of 
us, had a large meeting at John Gibfons, where were 
many people, not of our perfuafion, who generally 
were lober; but as I was recommending charity to 
the people, according to the dodtrine of the apoftle 
Paul, as the mod excellent gift, I advifed them to 
ihew it forth to all people of all profeflions, and al¬ 
io to their negroes, telling them, that fome of the 
gentry of this ifiand had obferved to me, that the 
more kind they were to their flaves, they had their 
bufinefs the better done for it: though I obferved 
alfo, that I had been at fome places, where I had 
watched to hear fome exprettions that might look 
like charity ; but in divers houfes, and fome of note, 
I could not hear any Chriftian-like exprettions to 
their flaves or negroes, and that with forrow I had 
feen a great deal of tyranny and cruelty, the which I 
dittuaded them from : this dodtrine fo exafperated 
fome that v/ere there, that they made a difturbance 
in the meeting; one of which perfons meeting me 
on the king’s high-way, fhot off his fowling-piece 
at me, being loaded with fmall fhot, ten of which 
made marks on me, and feveral drew blood; by 
which unfriendly addon, the man got a great deal of 
difgrace, it being highly relented by ail who were 
acquainted with me ; the prefident of the ifland 
looked on it as a very bafe action, as did alfo divers 
of the juftices and the gentry, alfo the vettry, and 
feveral clergymen and lawyers; one of the lawyers 
told me, I fhould not be juft to the country, myfelf, 
nor the man, if I did not profecute him; another, 

profelling 
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profefling the law, faid, He ought to be abandoned 
by all mankind, if he fliot at me with defign ; many 
were for profecuting him, for the people generally 
took notice of it with abhorrence ; but he lending 
for me, and fignifying, he would not do lo again, I 
forgave him ; and I pray it may not be laid to his 
charge in the great day, and that he may be for¬ 
given, he being ignorant of the love I had and have 
for him and all men, even them whom I know to be 
mine enemies. It would be too great a fcandal and 
reproach, to expofe his name and ftation in the 
world. Some thought I did well in forgiving him, 
and fome thought I did ill in it; but 1 fpoke my 
mind to him alone freely, in which I had fatisfaftion 
and peace. 

Intending my vefTel for London, I made my chief 
mate, Ralph Loftus, mafter of her, not knowing whe¬ 
ther I might proceed the voyage, it being a very 
fickly time; afterwards my mate had the diftemper 
alfo, but I blefs God we both recovered a good ftate 
of health. 

It was this voyage that my friends in Barbadoes 
publifhed a little piece I wrote at fea, which I called. 
Free Thoughts communicated to Free Thinkers, done in 
order to promote thinking on the name and works 
of God ; which had, as far as I underftand, a good 
acceptance among the people ; the principal clergy¬ 
man on the ifland, thanked me for it, and faid There 
was need enough of it : but I could be glad another, 
or a better hand, had done fomething of that nature, 
and more large. If this may be of any lervice, I 
(hall be thankful. 

I had alfo a meeting at John Lewis\> in JofepFs 
parilb, at which were divers not of our profeilion, 
and fome who were never at any of our religious 
meetings before; who faid they were glad they were 
there that day • it being a fatisfaclory, open meet¬ 
ing. 

S 4 After 
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, After 1 had vifited my friends, and fettled my af- 
fans as well as I could, and loaded our veffel with l'u- 
ga's, for London, being willing, once more, to fee my 
native land, and to fettle my affairs there, and fee 
my relations and friends ; on the 6th of the third 
month we fet fail from Barbadoes to London, and had 
pieafant weather. The 16th, being the firft-day of 
tin: week, we had a religious meeting for the worfhip 
°‘ ' ,oc^ *n which I was concerned to fpeak on th<* 
government of the tongue, having on board feveral 
hands, which did not fail with us before that voyao-e, 
that were much ufed to fwearing. After that meet¬ 
ing, we had not fo many bad words and oaths as be- 
*ore- I yas thankful in my foul to the Lord, and 
bleffed his holy name, for his goodnefs to us that 
day ; and, in the night, my deep was very fweet and 
comfm .aole, Deing fenfible of the love of God in 
the vifions of the night; fo that I witneffed the ful¬ 
filling ot the prophecy of Joel, chap. ii. 28. 

1 he 23d, being the firft-day of the week, we had 
a meeting, in which the grace of God, that comes by 
Jems Clnift, was magnified, and a blefting begged 
for all who love and lerve God, throughout the 
woi Id, oy fea and land ; alfo a tender petition was 
put up to Almighty God, that, as he was gracioufiy 
pleafed to look down on thofe eight perfons in Noab’\ 
ark, io he would pleale to look upon us in our vef- 
jrl j and thm, as, by Iris divine Providence, they 
lately landed on the earth, fo we, if it were his will, 
might fafely land at our defired port; yet not that 
our wills, but his will might be done : which fup- 
plication was put_ up with great fubmiflion. Both 
day and night I often fought the Lord, and was much 
alone in this voyage. T read the Old and New 
Teftament almoft through, and much of it divers 
times over ; my time being mofily taken up in read¬ 
ing, writing, and meditating, in which at times, my 
heart would be broken into tendernefs ; and I was 
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humbly thankful to God, that my heart was not 
hard, he having promifed to vifit the contrite ones; 
the which he fometimes fulfilled, to my unfpeakable 
fatisfadtion : glory to his holy name for ever. My 
heart was alfo thankful, that God was pleafed to vi- 
fit me in my watery travels and troubles, and in my 
feparation from my family and friends, which are 
much nearer, and more valuable to me, than all 
riches, and a great crofs to my natural inclination to 
parr with. 

The 8th of the fourth month, being the fir ft-day 
of the week, we had a meeting, in which acquaint¬ 
ance with God was exhorted to, (hewing the benefit 
of it, and of loving him above all things, and de¬ 
lighting in his law, and meditating therein day and 
night. The 19th, in the morning, a llrcng norther¬ 
ly wind came up, and blew fo hard, that we could 
not carry fail, but lay to the wind, under our mizen, 
which was fplit or torn with the violence of the wind, 
and the fea role high, fo that it came into the win- 
dows of our great cabin : it was very rugged for the 
time, and, though it was midfummer, it was fo 
cold, that we were obliged to clothe ourfelves, as in 
winter. The 2ad, being fird-day, we had a com¬ 
fortable meeting after the dorm, wherein the great 
benefit of true religion was a little opened to our 
(mall company, and the Lord, mod High, was 
praifed for our deliverance and prefervation. The 
26th we founded, and found about leventy fathom 
depth of water. The 29th, we were a-bread of the 
JJle of Wight. From the time we left the ifland of 
Barbadoes, to the time we found ground, was (even 
weeks. Thus, through many perils and dangers, 
we came to Great-Britain ; for all which mercies and 
providences, let my foul bids and praife the holy 
name and mighty power of the mod High. It was 
now a time of very great prefling for feamen, and fe- 
veral men of wars boats came on board to prefs our 
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Tailors ; but they had prepared a place in the veffel 
to hide themfelves, and the men of wars people could 
not find them : one lieutenant, with his men, came 
on board, and feeing us weakly handed, the beft of 
our hands being hid, he afked me, if I had any more 
hands on board; I made him very little anfwer; he 
then faid, He was fure I could not bring the fhip 
from Barbadoes without hands: I told him, bailors 
were hard to be got in Barbadoes, either for love or 
money, to go for London, for fear of being p relied, 
and I was obliged to take any I could get: he faid. 
It was in vain to talk much, but if I would fay, I 
had no more hands on board, he would be fatisfied; 
he having a belief that I would lpeak the truth, 
though he never law me before ; and he laid, if I 
would fay, there were no more men on board, he 
would go away, for then he had no more bufinefs 
there: but I made him no anfwer, not daring to tell 
a lie : now I know that there is men on board, faid 
he ; fo he commanded his men to fearch the fhip to 
her keel; fo they ftripped, and made a narrow fearch, 
and fweated and fretted, but could not find them. 
He being civil, I made him, when he v/ent away, a 
fmall prefent, he wifhed me well; and fo I carried 
my people fafe up to London. 

In the beginning of the fifth month, I came to 
London, and lodged at the houfe of Simeon lVarnery 
in Southwark, and at divers kind friends and relations 
in and about London ; the tender and brotherly re- 
fpedt which I received from divers, in feme of thofe 
families, in my ficknefs, will not, I believe, ever be 
forgotten while I am in this world, at times, by me; 
and, I hope, that He, whom I ferve with my might 
and ftrength, will be their reward. When in the 
country about London, my refidence was moftly at 
Edmonton, at my dear brother George Chalkley'sy who 
with my filler and coufins, were a comfort to me, 
both in health and ficknefs; for I was often in Lon¬ 

don 
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don forely afflicted with the phthyfick and aft!ima, 
which fometimes made me very unealy ; and, though 
my affairs required me to be often at the city, yet I 
was obliged to return intq the country for air, and, 
both in health and ficknefs, was kindly and very af- 
fedlionately received and tended by my dear brother, 
After, and all my loving coufins; the memory thereof 
is cordial to me in penning thefe lines : it may be 
truly faid, we were very joyful in meeting one ano¬ 
ther, and our forrow in parting not eaiy to be cx- 

preffed. 
In London I fold my veflel the Barbadoes-Packet^ 

and fettled all my affairs to general fatisfadlion, fo 
far as I know, on which account 1 had laboured for 
feveral years, and was joyful that Providence had 
favoured me fo far as to fee it accomplifhed ; fo that 
I now wholly intended to leave trading by fea, the 
which I never inclined to, only on a principle of 
juflice ; for I was fully refolved in my mind, that my 
creditors fliould be paid their juft debts, though I 
might lofe my life in the purfuit of it, about which I 
had no anxious guilt, becaufe I never was extravagant 
nor indolent, but met with divers cafuakies by fire 
and water; by the latter I loft many hundreds of 
pounds for feveral years together ; and I would per- 
fuade all in their undertaking for a livelihood in this 
world, to be fure to have an eye to divine Provi¬ 
dence, who will not fuffer us (if we do well) nor fo 
much as a fparrow to fa 11 to the ground, without he 
think it beft for us, he knowing what is for our good 
better than we know ourfelves. Thus wdien I had 
paid my debts, and in a good degree fettled my af¬ 
fairs, I vifited feveral of my relations, as at Kingf- 
worth. Stains, Guildford, &c. had a meeting at Mar- 
ket-Street, and one at Guildford, another at Stains, and 
one at Longford; in all which I had fome fervice, 
and my relations were joyful to fee me once more, 
having never expe&ed to fee me again; and w7hen I 

had 



had vifited meetings in and about London, I went 
towards the north, in order to vifit feme places 
where I had never been, and feme that I had been 
at. The number of meetings, and the names of the 
places vviieie 1 had meetings, while i was this time 
in England, are as follow. While I was in and about 
London, I was at eighteen meetings in that great 
city, aL two of waich, 1 was with May Drummond, a 
virtuous young woman, who had a good gift in the 
miniftry, and had a gracious opportunity of declar¬ 
ing hei convincement to our noole Queen Carolina, 
our gi*eat king George's royal confort. The kind 
treatment, and good reception, hie had with the 
queen, fpread fo in the city and country, that many 
thoufands flocked to hear her, and more of the gen- 

iiity, than ever was known before, to our 
meetings. I had feme private converfation with 
iier, which put me in mind of the apoftle’s exhorta¬ 
tion, where he advifeth the primitive Chriftians, that 
their words be few and favoury, and that they fliould 
be feafoned with grace, for this great reafon, that 
they might adminifter grace to the hearers; and 
truly I thought there was the influence of grace in 
Her conduit and converfation, whom 1 pray God to 
preferve in Chrift to the end. 

I had a meeting at the houfe of my brother, with 
his feholars at Edmonton, and alfo with his family and 
divers oi: our relations, which feme of us may have 
occafion to remember. We had ieven meetings at 
Tottenham, at fundry times, and four at Hartford; I 
travelled to Hitching from thence loBaldock, and then 
to Stadtfold, and AjhwelL The yth of the eighth 
month, being the third-day of the week, to Royftony 
fourth to Ives, fifth to Huntington., fixth to Ramfey. 
Firft-day, being the 12th of the month, we had a 
meeting at a final! town named Finding, and the fame 
day, in the evening, had a large meeting at V/ellin- 
borough, inNortkamitonfjire. The 14th, being third- 

day 
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day of the week, we had a meeting at Northampton, 
fourth-day at Braybrook, fifth-day at Okeham, the 
county town of Rutland, fixth-day at Long-Clackfon ; 
and firft-day, being the 19th of the month, I was at a 
large and open meeting at Nottingham, where were 
many people, not of our fociety, who were very fo- 
ber*, third-day had a meeting at Faims field, fourth- 
day at Mansfield, fifth at Chejierfield, in Derby/hire; 
from whence we went over the moors and moun¬ 
tains, Benjamin Bangs, the younger, accompanying 
me, who came on purpofe from Stockport, to be my 
companion and guide thither : his company was both 
plealant and profitable to me in that hill country, 
through which we travelled to Stockport, where we 
had three meetings, and where I met with my dear 
worthy old friend, Benjamin Bangs ; when we met3 
we embraced each other in arms of Chriftian love, 
having not feen one another for many years, with 
whom I ftaid four days. This worthy Friend, 
though upwards of fourfcore years of age, went with 
me to Manchefter, where we had two meetings, and 
then I went back with him to his houfe. Fie was a 
man of extraordinary chara&er, and well beloved, 
he being a pillar in the church of Chrift. 

When at Manchefter, I went to vifit a Friend newly 
cut for the {tone, who had a ftone taken out of him, 
the meafure of which I faw, and had the ftone in my 
hand ; it was nine inches about, and three inches 
over. Before I went out of thofe parts, he was well 
enough to ride home, which was near an hundred 
miles; he was chearful as well as thankful. 

From Stockport I went to Macclesfield, to Jofeph 
Hobfon*$, where I met with jfojhua Toft, and his bro¬ 
ther, two choice minifters of jefus Chrift, of whole 
company I was glad, though at that time I was very 
low and poor in my (pint. We had two meetings 
here; on the ad of the ninth month, being firftaday, 
I was at a large meeting atMorley^ and, in the even- 
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ing, at the meeting at John Leigh's; at both which 
meetings there were many people, not of our fociety, 
who were very Hill, and fome were broken into ten- 
dernefs. From Morley I went to Penketh> where we 
had a large, folid meeting, and had an evening- 
meeting at IVarrington, where I met with many 
brethren and fibers, who fincerely love our Lord 
Jefus Chrift, with whom I was refrelhed, particular¬ 
ly at Gilbert ‘Thompfon s, and Lawrence Calen’s. From 
Warrington I went to Langtree, Prejiort, and Clifton, 
where 1 had meetings, and fo went on to Lancafter. 
I went to Wray, in order to viftt my old fliipmate, 
Elizabeth Ravjlinfonyahok fon, HuttonRawlinfon, went 
with me. When I came to Wray, they defired me 
to have a meeting with them ; and though there was 
little notice, yet we had a large meeting, divers 
neighbours coming in, and Chrift was preached to 
them freely ; this was the ioth, in the evening, and 
fecond-day of the week. Third-day I went to Ken¬ 
dal, and, in the evening, with very little notice, we 
met with feveral hundreds of people, Friends and 
others ; it was a furprize to me, I expefting but a 
few, becaufe of the fhortnefs of time ; but I acknow¬ 
ledge it was a pleafant furprize, to fee the willing- 
nels and readinefs of the people to hear the gofpel 
preached. Friends here are a great people, and well 
beloved and efteemed by their neighbours, and live 
in much love and unity, i he fourth-day many 
Friends came to fee me from divers parts, I giving 
them fome notice that I defigned no farther north¬ 
ward, and haftening to get ready to go to America 
betimes in the fpring, having been from home near 
two years; wherefore divers of my friends, fome of 
whom who had been at lea with me, met me here. 
•\ye rejoiced to fee one another, and, aiter a large 
and good meeting, we tooic a folemn farewell, 
divers of us never expe&ing to fee each other any 
more. 
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In this journey and travel I endeavoured to be, as 
much as i well could, at fuch meetings as I had never 
been at before, and becaufe I was fhort in this vifit to 
my Friends, fome were not fo well plealed *, but my 
call was moft to the American fhore, where I thought 
my fervice moftly lay, and in order to return I fet my 
face towards London, and expedted to meet with my 
friend and brother in Chi i ft, Jfaac Picker ell, in Che- 
Jhire, who defigned to accompany me towards the 
fouth i wherefore I went from Kendal to Lane after, and 
was at Penketh on a firft-day, being the 16th or the 
ninth month, which meeting was large and folid; 
after this meeting we went to Sutton, where I met 
with Ifaac Picker ell \ alio with our ancient Friend, 
JamesDickinfon, and Chr iflop her Wilfon^ a choice young 
man, his fellow-labourer. We had meetings at Sui- 
ton> New-Lown, Chefter, and Shrewjbury : James Dick- 
infon was about four-fcore years of age, and yet held 
out in travels to admiration, and was lively in preach¬ 
ing the gofpel; he is a worthy elder, of whofe com¬ 
pany I was joyful; at Shrewjbury we parted, and Jfaac 
and I went to Colebrook, where, on a firft-day, we had 
a folid, good meeting; from thence we went to Stur- 
hridge, and after having a meeting there, we had ano¬ 
ther at Broomfgrove, and fo went on to WGrcefter, 
where we had divers large and foiemn meetings; we 
lodged at JohnCorbyri*s, who was very kind to us, as 
alfo were his hopeful children, and in great love and 
unity we both met and parted. From Worcefte7 we 
went to Evefham, where we had two meetings, and 
from thence to Oddingtony and had a large evening- 
meeting ; the people, who were moftly of other fo- 
cieties, were very fober, and gave good attention; 
this was the fourth-day of the week *, fifth-day we 
had a meeting at Chalbury, and a tender time with a 
Friend very weak at Wallingford, who expreffed his 
fatisfafhon and thankfulnefs for the vifit; his child¬ 
ren were very tenderly affefted alfo. The good 
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Lord, the great Phyfician of value, was with us, and 
his balfamick grace was at that time fhed abroad in 
our hearts. From Wallingford we went to Reading, 
where my good companion and fellow-traveller Ijaac 
Ticker ell dwelt; we were lovingly received by our 
Friends; I (laid here and refted feveral days, and 
had leveral fatisfaftory meetings with Friends, they 
being a large people, living much in love and good¬ 
will ; here Samuel 'Thornton, ot Edmonton, my kinf- 
man, and Ifaac Brown, my wife’s fon, came to fee me 
from London. From Reading, Ifaac Picker ell accom¬ 
panied me to Maidenhead, and to Jordan s, at both 
which places we had meetings. The houfe and 
burying-ground at Jordan’s, are kept in the neared 
order I ever faw, in which ground lies the bones of 
divers worthy Friends, Ifaac Pennington, William 
Penn, Thomas Ellwood, George Bowles, and their 
wives, as I remember; this meeting is often, if not: 
moftly, kept in filence, yet feveral have been con¬ 
vinced there through the grace of God, and the power 
of the Holy Ghoft, which Chrift faid he would fend 
to the true believers, and that fhould abide with the 
church for ever ; here my beloved Friend Ifaac and I 
parted in much love, having good defires for each 
other’s welfare. From Jordan’s I went with my 
kinfman to my brother's at Edmonton, where I ftaid 
and refted a few days from travelling* 

Then a concern came upon me to vifit Friends 
meetings in the county of Ejfex, and I went from my 
brother's to Hertford, and had feveral meetings there ; 
and one I had alfo at Ware, which was very large ; af¬ 
ter which 1 went to Hertford again, I having divers 
relations there ; from thence I went to Bijhopjiafford, 
where I had a meeting, and fo on to St ebbing, where 
I had a large meeting; and had a meeting at Brain¬ 
tree, Coggefhall, and a large meeting on a firft-day at 
Halflead, and there was abundance of people at Cone, 
at an evening-meeting we had there, where I met 

with 
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with otir worthy Friend Jofhua 'Toft, and his fellow- 
traveller, Jofeph Hobfon, we rejoicing to iee each 
other. From Cone, I went to Cockfield, which was a 
very Fmall meeting5 from thence I went to Colchefter, 
where I ltaid feveral days, and went to leveral meet¬ 
ings, as at Rockftead and Manningtree, and then back 
again to Colchefter, where, on the firft-day, 1 had a 
large meeting in the afternoon, and after meeting 
divers of the Friends came to fee me, and were for 
appointing meetings for me to be at, in the enfuing 
week, and defired to know my mind therein ; after a 
little paufe I told them, I found a full flop in my 
mind from going to any more meetings at prefent, 
and that I would wait feme days with them in the 
city, till I faw further. While we were fitting: to^e- 
ther, a letter came to me from London, that a Friend, 
Stephen Payton, had fet up mv name on the Exchange 
in London, as matter of the B a rbadoes - Packet, which 
was the veiTel bought of me by John Ayer, who fold 
her to the faid Stephen Payton, who intended her for 
Philadelphia, and next morning a meflfenger was fent 
for me from London. Thus having fuch a favourable 
opportunity of returning home, 1 embraced it, and 
went on fecond-day to With am, where I again met 
with Jofhua Toft, and Joftoua Hobfon, at a meeting; 
from thence we went to Plaiftow, where we had a 
meeting, and then went to Bromley, near jSsra;, and 
was at Jofeph Olive's, had a meeting with his people 
and fervants, which were many ; feveral fcores of 
people belonging to his family; I thought it was a 
good meeting, a divine Hand of love was reached 
out to the young people, and they were advifed to 
give up their hearts to their Creator in their youth¬ 
ful days; after this meeting l went to London, and 
prepared for the voyage. When our veffel was load¬ 
ed, which was chiefly by Ifrael Pemberton the young¬ 
er, who went with us, as did our owner, Stephen Pay- 
ton, and Ifaac Proven, and four of my kinsfolks, whofe 
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names are Freeman, with divers other paflfengers. In 
the latter end of the twelfth month, my brother, and 
his eldeft daughter, Rebecca, with her hufband, Samuel 
Thornton-, accompanied me to Gravejend, where our 
parting with them was, as at Edmonton, very folemrj 
and l'orrowful, we never expecting to lee one another 
more. From Gravejend we failed the third of the 
firft month to the Downs, and from thence down the 
Britijh channel to the fea, and was at lea above nine 
weeks, which we thought long, having many con¬ 
trary winds ; but, after we came on Ihore, we un- 
derftood, that there were divers velTels that were 
much longer. At fea we had divers meetings, 
which were fome of them to my fatisfadlion. I came 
very unwell on board, but, when at fea, I mended; 
for which favour I am truly thankful. We landed 
all well and in health at Philadelphia, in the third 
month, 1736, where we were received with joy by 
our relations, friends, and acquaintance ; it was much 
more fo, becaufe they had heard I was like to die, 
having, at London, had a fore fit of the afthma or 
phthyfick, three perfons fitting up with me for three 
nights, who, 1 thought, would fee my end, but the 
time was not yet come that 1 muft die, though indeed 
death was no terror to me, hoping my change would 
be much for the better, for then I hoped I fhould be 
for ever with him whom I love better than life. 

After I had been at home fome time, 1 went to 
Salem, and from thence to Cobanfey, and, in my re¬ 
turn, was at Woodberry-Creek, and had meetings at 
each place: and, foon after, 1 vifited the meetings 
of Friends at Brijlol, Burlington, Trenton, and Borden's- 
Town, and, in my return home, at Middle-Town by 
the way, calling to fee my ancient Friend, Jo/eph 
Kirkbride, and the widow fVarder-, fie was ninety- 
two years of age, and perfect in her underltanding j 
Ihe faid. She did not know for what end the Al- 
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tnighty fhould prolong her days to that age; but 
jfhe was Satisfied in his will. 

In the fifth month, I vifited the meetings of 
Friends at Iladdonfield, in WeJl-Jerfey, and at Newton, 
Hartford, German-Town, Abington, North-Wales, and 
Plymouth, and was divers times at Philadelphia and 
Frankfort. 

After many exercifes and large travels by fea 
and land, my brethren, and divers others, not of 
our fociety, expreffed their gladnefs to fee me, re¬ 
joicing that I was like to fpend my time more on the 
land, hoping that I would go no more to fea; the 
which (God willing) I determined, having fo fettled 
my affairs, that I could ftay on fhore ; and am truly 
and humbly thankful to the Almighty, that He, bv 
His good hand of Providence, in His due time, had 
favoured and helped me fo to do. 

In the fixth and feventh months, I again vifited 
the meetings of Friends at Brifiol, Burlington, Byberry, 
Abington, Horfham, German-Town, Fairhill, and divers 
times at Frankfort and Philadelphia. 

In the eighth month, I went to Cohanfey and Sa- 
leniy and was at two meetings at Cohanfey, and one at 
Alloway’s-Creek, where I met with Edward Tyler, a 
Friend on a religious vifit from Europe, and John 
Sykes, a Friend living near Crofwicks, in the Jerfeys, 
here we had an open, fatisfaclory meeting: from 
whence I went to Salem, it being their week-day meet¬ 
ing, which was large, and to the edification of many. 
I was alfo at Piles-Grove on fifth-day, and at Wood- 
berry-Creek fixth-day; in which laft meeting the 
obedient fon was encouraged, and the difobedient 
earneftly called home to his heavenly Father’s houfe. 
In this journey I had John Bringhurjl, the younger, 
for my fellow-traveller; his father being unwilling 
that I fhould go the journey alone. 

After I had been at home fome time, I, with 
fome others, went to the yearly-meeting at Shrewf- 

1 - bury7 
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bury, in Eajljferfey, which was on the 23d of the 
eighth month : it was exceeding large, and the 
quieted and moft fettled meeting that ever I was at 
there ; and many divine truths were delivered there¬ 
in. From thence 1 went to Manefquan, and had a 
meeting, and then back to Shrewjbury, and fo to 
Middledown-, where we had a meeting in the Bap lift 
meeting-houfe, divers of whom were there, and glad 
of the meeting; thence came back to Shrewjbury, 
and had a meeting on the firft-day, being the 30th 
of the month : from whence, on my return home, 
had meetings at Mcfes Robin s, Allen* s-'T'own, at Groj- 
wicks (where I met with divers of my old Friends) 
Borden-*!own, and Mansfield\ fome of which were 
1 v erf* open and fatisfadlory meetings. After the laft 
meeting, 
home, a 

we went to Burlington, and next day 
ccompanied by Richard Smithy jun. 

came 
After 

being a fe-w^days at home, I was fent for to Chejter, 
to the marriage oh John Lee, who had failed feveral 
voyages with me, Next day 1 went to the week-day 
meeting at Providence, and on firft-day was at Spring- 
field, icom whence I returned home. The 23d of 
the ninth month, I left home again, and went to 
Philadelphia, and from thence with Daniel Stanton, 
John Eafion, and John Proud, jun. (the two latter of 
Rhode-Ijland) to Radnor meeting, and from thence to 
Gojhen meeting, and by the coldnefs of the weather, 
and crofiing feveral Creeks, I got a cold, which fettled 
on my lungs, fo that, in converfation, I was hoarfe 5 
but I was helped in meetings to admiration, for 
•which I was truly thankful to the Almighty, the 
preat helper of his fervants and children. We had 
an evening meeting with an ancient Friend, who faid 
ihe had above 200 who called her mother, being her 
children by blood and marriage to the fourth gene¬ 
ration : we took our leave of her, as never expecting 
to fee each other more, and parted in tendernefs of 
heart* One of this Friend's grandfems went with us 

to 
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to Concord, where, on a firft-day, we had a very large 
meeting, and an evening meeting at Mofes Menden¬ 
hall's, and the remainder of the week we had meet¬ 
ings at Birmingham, Kennel, New-Gar den, Marlbo¬ 
rough, and the monthly-meeting at Center, on the 
feventh-day following, at which were many young 
people, for whofe fakes I was drawn and moved, in 
my exercife of miniftry, to fhew the rife and defign 
of our meetings of difcipline. 

Firft, That the fame power that gathered us to be 
a people, inclined our elders to eftablifh tnofe meet¬ 
ings, and fettled them in mod parts where we were 
gathered, and had meetings for the worfhip of God. 

Secondly, They were advifed to do their bulinefs, 
and fpeak to their affairs, in the fenfe of the fame 
power, fpirit, and wifdom of Chrift, which, as it had 
railed us, would, as we kept to it, preferve us to be 
a people to the praife of God's holy name. 

Thirdly, They were advifed, in doing their bufi- 
nefs, not to run out into many unneceffary words, 
which might lead to contention, and fpending much 
time to little purpofe 5 religious affairs being done 
bcft in a meek and quiet fpirit, that being of great 
price with the Lord ; great evils having been known 
in many ages, through hot and long contentions 
about religion. It is alfo good to avoid, in matters 
of difference, refpecft of perfons, on account of being 
acquainted or related, lb as to be fwayed thereby 
from juftice. 

Fourthly, They were advifed to be very careful 
of giving any juft occafion of offence to any, to 
Jew or Gentile, to Indian or Negro *, for. Wo to 
them, lays our Saviour, by whom offences come; 
and if any will take offence when none is juftly 
given, it is the beft way to be patient, and to take 
our Saviour tor our example, who got the victory 
through fuffering; a fafe way, and glorious in the 
end. And, as to few words, the apoftle fays, Let 

ri 3 your 
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your words be few and favoury, feafoned with grace, 
that they may adminifter grace to the hearers. 

Fifthly, I was engaged, for the fakes of the youth 
of both fexes, to fhew them, that a material part of 
the fervice of thefe meetings, is, that care be taken 
therein to fee thatperfons are clear of prior engage¬ 
ments or entanglements, in relation to marriage, 
and that they had the confent of parents, or parties 
concerned as guardians, &c. and alfo, that they, 
and all that belong to our lociety, walk orderly in 
converlation ; otherwife they could not be in unity 
with us, or owned by us, as a fociety of religious 
people. We do not own icandalous perfons, nor 
admit them to be married amongll us, without ac¬ 
knowledging their faults, and promifing amendment 
for the future, through divine grace and affiftance. 
Alfo, in thofe meetings, the widows and fatherlefs 
are taken care of, that they may be fupported and 
vifited, and youths put apprentices to learn trades, 
&c. 

This meeting concluded with fupplication for the 
rifing generation, and for the king, and all his fub- 
jefts, and with thankfgiving and praifes to thefacred 
name of him who lives for ever. 

After the abovefaid meeting, we went to Wilming¬ 
ton, a new fettled town on Cbriftiana-Creek, which I 
believe will be a flourifhing place, if the inhabitants 
take care to live in the fear of God, and feek his 
glory, and the riches of his kingdom, preferring it 
to any thing or things of this world. We had a 
pretty large meeting here, confidering the feafon 
(for it was very cold) which was held in a large 
houfe of William Shipley s; but they are making pro- 
vifion for a meeting-houfe. From this town we 
went to Newark, and had a comfortable meeting at 
George Robinjon's in the evening, and next morning 
fet out for Philadelphia* 

As 
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As it was now the winter feafon, and having been 
divers times at this feafon of the year in the warm 
climates, the cold was become harder for me to bear 
than ufual, fo that I ftaid in and about home pretty 
much, being divers times at Philadelphia, Frankfort, 
German-town, and Abington meetings. 

The latter end of the tenth month, on a firft-day 
of the week, I was at a large, open meeting at Derby y 
in Chefier county. After meeting 1 rode home about 
fourteen miles; but it was fo cold, that my limbs 
were much benumbed, and were not fully recovered 
in more than a week. Coming home between 
Schuylkill river and Philadelphia, we law the largeft 
meteor that I ever faw, though I had feen many by 
lea and land; this was in fight almoft a minute, as 
near as I could guefs; it was a mighty ftream, like 
a flame of fire, leaving, as it were, fparks of fire be¬ 
hind it, as it w'ent along, and then fettled like a ftar, 
and difappeared. A few days after this meteor, 
there appeared in the Iky an uncommon rednefs, 
with ftreams like fire. 

About this time was buried at Frankfort, John 
Harford, who was about ninety years of age; at 
whole burial, the coldnefs of the feafon confidered, 
were a pretty many friends, neighbours, and relations, 
of the deceafed; as alfo, divers from Philadelphia. 
I was concerned to advife thofe prefent, to prepare 
for their final change, that being certain, though the 
time is uncertain, which generally none know but 
the Almighty; therefore we ought always to be pre¬ 
paring for our diflfolution, and always watching and 
praying, left we enter into temptation ; as faid our 
dear Lord, 4C If the good man of the houfe had 
<c known in what hour the thief would come, he 
<c would have watched,” Luke xii. 39. And wc 
not knowing whether death will come in our youth, 
or middle, or old age; therefore, were earneftly de- 
ftred to prepare our hearts to meet death, fo that we 

T 4 might 
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might dwell with God and Chrift in his kingdom 
for ever. It was alfo obferved, that though this 
friend had lived to a great age, yet that few lived fo 
long, no, not one in a thoufand, and many die very 
young; therefore they were earneftly intreated, in 
the love of God, through Chrift, to prepare for their 
latter end, and not to let their hearts and affections 
on things below; for, by how much they fet their 
hearts and affections on natural or outward things 
and objects, by fo much the harder it would be to 
part with them, when death fnould come. This 
meeting ended with prayer for reformation and pre- 
fervation to the end of life; and praifes, yea, high 
praifes, were given to him, who had given to all 
prefent our life, our breath, and our being. 

It being exceeding levere weather, with much rain, 
wind, and fnow, there were great floods, fo that we 
could not get over Frankfort-Creek to meeting; 
wherefore the Friends on the weft-fide met together 
at my houfe, and we had a fatisfaClory, good meet¬ 
ing, in which we were exhorted to build our religion 
on the fure foundation, that ftorms, rain, nor winds, 
might not be able tofhake us from this foundation, 
which is Chrift, the rock of ages. 

This winter we were vifited at Frankfort with the 
fmall-pox, of which many died at Philadelphia, and 
feveral in our neighbourhood. 

The latter part of this winter, flaying much at 
home, I fpent my time much in reading and writing, 
often being fcnflbleof the love and goodnefs of God, 
my exceeding great reward ; he, by the fpirit of his 
Son, comforting me, and fometimes melting my 
heart into tendernefs, in confideration of his many 
mercies, which caufed me to praife his holy name, 
who is thereof worthy, beyond exprefiion, for ever. 

In the firfl month, I went with my Friend John 
Oxley, of Barbadoes, to Briftol, where we had a large 
meeting; thence went over the river Delaware to 

Burlington 
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Burlington quarterly-meeting ; we were obliged to 
pet to the JerJey fhore on the ice, laying boards there¬ 
on for about ioo yards together, and being long on 
the ice, and poorly as to health, I took fuch a cold 
that I could not get to meeting next day ; but was at 
the youths meeting third-day following. Fourth- 
day 1 went to Ancocas meeting, thence to a large 
meeting at Mount-Holly, where was a marriage; af¬ 
terwards at Evefham and Upper Springfield, or Hano¬ 
ver, and then returned to Burlington, and next day 
was at the monthly-meeting there, which, to me, 
was a good, open meeting, wherein church difcipline 
was fomewhat treated of, and Friends advifed to wait 
for that Spirit which leads into all truth, to guide 
them in their difcipline. 

In the fecond month, 1737, I went to Cohan fey, in 
order to negociate fome affairs there, and, while 
there, had three meetings at Greenwich, and one at 
AHoway’s-Creek; and on the 9th of the faid month, 
being firft-day, was at Salem meeting, which was large 
and open ; and in the evening, we had a heavenly 
meeting at Bartholomew IVyafs* 

After my return from Salem, on the iff of the 
third month, I took a journey to the eaftward, hay¬ 
ing a defire to fee Friends in thofe parts, whom I 
had divers times vifited, in the fervice of the gofpel, 
in my young years ; and though now upwards of 
three-fcore years of age, was willing to vilit them 
once more before I died, who, in fome places, where 
I had formerly travelled, were now grown very nu¬ 
merous. I fet out with Jofeph Gilbert, and feveral 
other Friends, and we travelled top-ether to Lon<*- 
IJland, where we parted, and I went to Newtown, 
where I met with John Pother gill and Samuel Browne; 
at which place we had a meeting, which was ap¬ 
pointed on John s account, and his fervice therein 
was to the fatisfadtion and edification of Friends. 
From thence John went to WejGCheJiery on the Main, 

and 



and I went to Flujhing, where we had a large open 
meeting ; it was a folid, good time, and the facred 
name of him who lives forever, waspraifed. 

From Flujhing I went with my old Friend and 
fchool-feliow, Jofeph Latham, to his houfe; our 
converfation was pleafant and comfortable to each 
other, wherein we remembered our walking to and 
from fchool, in the fuburbs of that great and popu¬ 
lous city, London ; when we were beaten, Honed, and 
abufed, oniy for being the children of thofe called 
Quakers: the priefts, who had money for preaching, 
had preached and printed fo many lies againft our 
Friends, that the common people were almoft ready 
to make a facrifi.ee of us ; they telling us (when we 
pleaded our innocency, by telling them, we went 
quietly along the ftreets to fchool) that itwasno more 
fin to kill us, than to kill a dog. But now, through 
the grace and favour of the Almighty, we enjoy the 
exercile of our religion, according to our confiden¬ 
ces, free from gaols and prilons, in which our pri¬ 
mitive Friends fuffered much ; for which we ought 
to be truly thankful to the God and Father of our 
Lord Jelus Chrift. 

From JoJeph Lathams we went to TVeJlbury and 
Matinicock, after a meeting at Cowneck, and afterward 
to New-York; where I had alfo religious fervice, and . 
a meeting; and from New-York I took my paffage 
in Robert Browne's (loop for Newport, on Rhode-IJlandy 
was two days and nights on the water, and on my 
arrival at Rhode-IJlandy the brethren lovingly receiv¬ 
ed me, and we were joyful to fee each other. 

After having had divers good meetings on Rhode- 
IJlandy I went to Dartmouth, where v/e had a large, 
ferviceable meeting, at a place called Ponyganjet; 
many hundreds being added to the church fince I 
firft vifited thofe parts. From this place I went to 
Holder Slocum'sy and he lent us his fhallop to go over 
to Nantucket} but the wind not favouring, we had a 

fatisfa&ory 
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fatisfaftory meeting at a large farm of his on an 
idand bearing his own name, and after meeting let 
fail for Nantucket, had feveral large meetings there, 
and I rejoiced to fee the growth and increale of 
Friends on this idand ; where God hath greatly 
multiplied his people, and made them honourable s 
glory to his name for ever. 

The priefts, who have money for preaching; the 
lawyers, who have it for pleading, and the phyfici- 
ans, who have money for giving receipts for health $ 
are poor trades here on this idand. 

At Nantucket I had been about 39 years before, at 
which time there were only two men and one wo¬ 
man who joined with our Friends in profeflion, and 
now it was computed there were above 1000 who 
went to our meetings, they being a fober, religious 
people; and there is a great increafe of Friends in 
divers other places in New-England: and whereas 
formerly we were greatly perfecuted for our religion, 
now we are treated with more civility and refpedl in 
thofe parts. 

From Nantuckety Nathaniel Starbuck and Elijah 
Collins went with me, with feveral other Friends, to 
the yearly-meeting at Rbode-IJland; which was fo 
very large, that it was difficult to fpeak fo as to be 
heard all over the meeting ; but the lad: day of the 
meeting, our Friend John Fothergilly who had a high 
voice, being attended with the divine Power, gave 
good fatisfaftion to the meeting, and it ended well. 
After this meeting was over, I went with Benjamin 
Bagnaly to Bofiony and from thence to Lynn and Salem, 
had feveral fatisfactory meetings, which tended to the 
uniting our hearts together in the love of Chrift, 
and the fellowship of his gofpel. From Salem I went 
with Zaccheus Collins and his wife to their houfe, and 
lodged there three nights, and was lovingly enter¬ 
tained, as 1 was alfo at many other Friends houfes. 
From Lynn, Zaccheus Collins accompanied me to Bof- 

ton, 
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ton, where we had a meeting on a fourth-day of the 
week, and the next day there was a very large meet¬ 
ing (the greateft gathering of people which had been 
feen there at Friends meeting-houfe for a long time) 
occafioned by the marriage of John Mifflin, of Phila¬ 
delphia, to Benjamin BagnaVs eldeft daughter. 

From Bofion 1 returned to Rhode-JJland, and had 
Givers meetings at Newport and Portsmouth, wherein 
our hearts were made glad in Chrift, and we were 
{Lengthened in our faith in him; bleffed be his holy 
Name for ever. 

From Rhode-IJland I went to Conanicut, and from 
thence over to Kingjlon, in the Narraganfet country, 
and had meetings, and then back to Rhode-Ijland 
again, and thence by water in company with divers 
Friends to Greenwich, where I was at two lame 
meetings: at this place they fliewed me the trees, 
tinder which, about forty years fince, I had a meet- 

but now they have a pleafant meeting-houfe. 
The next firft-day, I was at a large, folid, edifying 

meeting, in a new meeting-houfe at ‘Tiverton. From 
thence I went to vilit Jo/eph Wantons wife, who had 
been long lick; and in her chamber, with feveral of 
her friends and relations, I had divers religious fea- 
fons, with which fire exp relied much fatisfadtion : die 
died of the ficknels, and I was at her burial, which 
was large, fhe being well known and well beloved; 
the next day was at an appointed meeting at PortJ- 
mouth, which was large, and to fatisfaftion, for which 
we bleiTed the holy name of God. 1 had divers good 
opportunities at Rhode-Ifiandy in private families, 
and was at feverai meetings over the beach at John 
Eajions, who was about ninety years of age; he had 
formerly travelled with me? when I was a young man; 
we took leave of each other, never expecting to meet 
more in this world. 

Now, after divers meetings on Rhode-Ijland, I took 
my paflage for Long-Ijland, in my return homeward. 

™g; 
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and, after aboifterous paftage, and being four nights 
on the water, I got well again to my loving Friend 
JoJefh Latham9%, where 1 had left my horfe, and on 
fifth-day had a meeting at Cowneck, where I met with 
Elijah Collins, Roje Libbets, and Patience Barker, we 
rejoicing to fee each other, after their long journey 
by land, and mine by water, they being likewife go¬ 
ing for Pennfylvania. Thefe Friends went to FI lift¬ 

ing firft-day meeting, and I went to Wejlbury, where 
was a large meeting, in which there was a drunken 
fchool-mafter who difturbed the meeting, though at 
iaft it ended quietly, and I hope well alfo. The 
next fourth-day was at the monthly-meeting at Weft- 
bury, where many Friends met from divers quarters, 
and it was afolid good time. We had a meeting at 
Fhomas Rodmans, who was unwell, and had not been 
at a meeting for fome months ; he took our vifit 
kindly, expreffing his love to us : we had alfo a meet¬ 
ing at Jeremiah William's, to good fatisfadtion. 
Fifth-day we had a large gathering at Martinicock, 
and in the evening a tender broken meeting at Samuel 
Underhill's, and fixth-day a good meeting at Newton, 
wherein primitive Chriftianity was opened, and expe¬ 
rimentally declared to the people, and in the even¬ 
ing vee had a good opportunity to declare the truth 
ot Chrift at the houfe of Richard Hallet, among feve- 
ral of his fober neighbours ^ next morning, being 
the feventh of the week, we went to Weft-Chefter, to 
a yearly-meeting, which was much crowded, and the 
people very unfettled, fo that it was not fo fatisfac- 
tory as could have been defired; after meeting we 
went over again to Long-Iftand, and then to New- 
York, where we had a large quiet meeting in the 
evening. - At New-Fork, third-day in the morning, 
divers dear and loving Friends accompanied us to 
the water-fide, where we folemnly took leave of one 
another in the love of Chrift, and in the fellowjfhip 
of his gofpel, fome of us not expecting to fee each 

other 
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other any more, and from thence palling over Long 

and Staten-IJlandSj to Elizabeth-E'own, we travelled to 
Raway, and had a meeting at Friend-ShotwelVs, 
on a fourth-day in the evening, where many neigh- 
hours came in, and after meeting a certain perlon 
was diffatisfied about womens publick fpeaking in 
religious meetings (Rofe Ribbets having publickly ex¬ 
horted them in this meeting to be religious and to 
fear God, and having prayed to God for us all, arid 
praifed his holy name) which faid perfon defired we 
would endeavour to fatisfy him about it, inafmuch 
as the apoftle Paul forbad it, as he apprehended. 
To which it was anfwered, that the apoftle Paul only 
forbad, or did not permit forward or overbufy wo¬ 
men, to fpeak or afk queftions in the church; but 
advifed them to afk their hufbands at home, and that 
doubtlefs he never intended to debar fuch godly 
women, who had a real necefiity laid on them, and 
were concerned, by the Almighty, to fpeak unto, or 
pray for the people, elfe he would not have fhewed 
them, how they ought to behave themfelves in their 
fpeaking unto, or praying for the people or church* 
for if he had any defign to hinder fuch, whom the 
Almighty fhould concern, then he rnuft have contra¬ 
dicted himfelf (where he fhews how they muil be¬ 
have themfelves in their duty of fpeaking or praying) 
and he would likewife thereby have oppofed the 
apoftle Peter, who faid, “ Now is fulfilled the pro- 
<c phecy of the prophet Joel, that in the latter days 
<f fons and daughters fhould prophefy.’5 So that 
it is clear and plain, they who would limit or filence 
thofe, who have a gift from God to preach or pray in 
publick, from the words of the apoftle Paul, they 
oppofe him to himfelf, and to the apoftle Peter, and 
alfo to the prophet Joel. 

From Raway, we went to JVoodbridge, where we 
had ^ meeting, and there I parted with my fellow- 
travellers, having a concern, though much in the 
/ crofs 
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crofs to my own will, to go back in the woods, to a 
meeting about eight or nine miles oil ; which meet¬ 
ing was much to mine and their fatisfa£lion, as di¬ 
vers of them expreffed. From this place I went to 
Stony-brook, had a pretty large meeting, confidering 
it was rainy in the time of the meeting’s gathering. 
At this place my lon-in-law, IJaac Brown, with feve- 
ral Friends, came to meet me, whom I was glad to 
fee, and went after meeting with them to Trenton, 
and next day to Briftol, it being their third-day meet¬ 
ing, which was large, and after meeting went home 
to Frankfort, and there was lovingly received by my 
wife and family. In this journey I was from home 
three months and nine days, had fifty-five meetings, 
and travelled by land and water above a thoufand 
miles; and I may truly fay, that therein I was fa¬ 
voured with the divine prefence and grace of God 
by Chrift in a good degree, and alfo with the fellow- 
fhip of many fincere believers in him, which in my 
return caufed my foul to blefs his holy Name, who 
lives for ever. 

In the fixth month, after having had divers meet¬ 
ings at and about home, I went to Derby, Chejler, and 
Newcaftle, having meetings at each place, which v/as 
to the tendering of fome mournful fouls, and to the 
comforting and ftrengthening them. From Newcaftle 
I ferried over Delaware river to Pennfneck, where I 
had a meeting, at which were feveral that had never 
been at any of our meetings before, v/ho went away 
well fatisfied. From thence I went to Salem monthly¬ 
meeting, which was very large, and thence to Cohan- 
fey, to the third-day meeting, and (laid till next firft- 
day meeting, which, though fmall, by reafon of rainy, 
ftormy weather, was a very precious meeting. After 
I negotiated fome affairs at Cohanfey, I returned to 
Salem, where I met v/ith my fellow-traveller, Elijah 
Collins, of Bofton, with whom I went on to Philadel¬ 
phia, and from thence home, having much fatisfao- 

tion 



tion in this journey, in which I had nine meetings- 
and travelled about 150 miles, i cannot be dear in 
my mind without faying, that I did not, nor do not 
ftudy what I preach to the people, nor did I, or do I 
receive any pay or natural confideration for preach¬ 
ing, it being, as I really believe, contrary to the 
doftrine of Thrift, and his apoftles and difciples. 

This fall I vifited feveral of the meetings of Friends 
in Bucks county, and the meetings in and about home, 
as at Frankfort, Philadelphia, Abington, By berry, and 
German-Fown. In the ninth month I was appointed, 
with feveral other Friends, by our monthly-meet¬ 
ing, to vifit the families of Friends in Philadelphia ; 
my lot was to vifit the upper part of the city, in 
company with Pkebe Morris, Hannah Parrock, and* 
Daniel Stanton ; in which fervice we were of one 
heart and mind, and we performed the laid fervice 
in pure felf-denial, and in the crofs ofour holy Lord 
Jefus Thrift ; and wonderful it was, how the pre¬ 
fence and coodnefs of God went with us from houfe 
to houfe, and opened the (dates and conditions of 
the families to us, to the tendering of many hearts, 
both of parents, and of their children. We vifited 
about forty families of our Friends, and the winter 
Jetting in, and 1 being but weakly, having had a - 
fharp fpeil of the fever, we, by confent, were wil¬ 
ling to defer the conclufion of this work, until Ion- 
ger days, and warmer weather. 

In this month I was lent to, in order to be at the 
burial of the wife of Richard Smith, junior; Ike was 
a virtuous woman, and well beloved, at whofe fune¬ 
ral were many of her neighbours and friends : it was 
a very folemn time, in which meeting, it was defired 
that thofe who had loft their parents would live fo, 
that they might not be a difnonour to them •, for it 
was obTrved of iome children, after their parents 
were dead, they grew worfe than when they were 
alive, taking undue liberties, which their fathers and 

mothers 
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mothers could not have allowed of, which was a fore 
grief, and trouble to their Friends, and fuch as wifh- 
ed them well ^ therefore they were exhorted not to do 
that now, when their parents were dead, which they 
would not have done, if they were living, which 
would be heavy on them, and tend to bring a blaft 
on them in this world ; and they were defired to con- 
fider, how they would anfwer it in the world to 
come. 

It was alfo obferved, that fometimes the death of 
parents had a good effeft on divers fober young 
people, they being thereby led more ferioufly to 
think on their own mortality, and to confider the 
great lofs of their careful and religious fathers and 
mothers, and the good example and counfel they 
gave them. This meeting concluded with a iolid 
weighty frame of mind in many. From Burlington I 
went to Mount-holly, had a large meeting at the 
meeting-houfc, and another in the evening at Mount- 
holly town, at the houfe of Thomas Shinn ; both which 
were open meetings, and divers people, not of our 
profeffion, were there, who were well fatisfied there¬ 
with. From Mount-holly I went to Evejharn and 
Chejler, as alfo to Haddonfield, at all which places I 
had large meetings, and then [ went back again to 
Burlington, and was at their fifth-day meeting* 
From Burlington I went with Richard Smith, Caleb 
Reaper, and Jonathan Wright, to vifit a Friend who 
was fick, after wh ch the laid Friends accompanied 
me to the ferry-, after I was over the ferry, 1 rode 
home, where 1 found my family well, for which I 
was thankful. In the fore part of the tenth month 
our worthy Friend, John Fother gill, failed in the bri¬ 
gantine Jofepb, Ralph Loft us, matter, for Barbadoes, 
he having made a third vifit to America from Europe, 
on a religious account. His vifit was acceptable and 
ferviceaoie, and we parted in great love and tender- 
jitiS > ^he flight before, about the eleventh hour 
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was an earthquake, which was the greateft known in 
this province, the whole city of Philadelphia being 
fhaken, and moft part of the adjacent provinces, 
though little or no damage done thereby, which fhews 
the abundant mercy of a merciful God ; as alfo, if it 
were the pleafure of his will, how foon he can lay 
cities and countries wade and defolate, and bury 
thoufands in a moment; but notwithftanding the 
mighty power of the eternal Jehovah, oh how hard 
are the peoples hearts, and how they hate to be re¬ 
formed, and how unconcerned are the inhabitants 
of the land about their eternal peace and well-being! 
This is really lamentable: oh! how do earthly- 
mindednefs, pride, covetoufnefs, and drunkennefs, 
abound, with many other evils, which were fcarcely 
known amongft the fir ft fetders of this peaceful, and 
now plentiful land of Pennfylvania. 

The 26th of the twelfth month, being the firft- 
day of the week, was buried at Merion, Edward Jones* 
aged about ninety-two years, he was one of the firft 
fetders of Pennfylvania, and was a man much given 
to hofpitality, a lover of good and virtuous people, 
and was likewife beloved by them. There were 
many hundreds of people at his funeral. I had a con¬ 
cern to be at this meeting before I left my place at 
Frankfort, and before I heard of this Friend’s de- 
ceafe. 

The beginning of the firft month, being the fifth 
of the week, I was fent to, in order to be at the bu¬ 
rial of Hannah, the wife of John Mickle, at New-town, 
in Weft-JerJey : my kinfman, Daniel Stanton, was with 
me at this burial: it was a folid, heart-melting 
time, my heart was broken into tendernefs with 
many others. This deceafed Friend was much be¬ 
loved by her Friends and neighbours, and there was 
much mourning among her relations at her grave, 
among whom fhe will be greatly miffed. The peo¬ 
ple were defired earneftly to prepare for their latter 
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end, and final change, and that, as we had all reafon 
to hope it was well with our deceafed Friend, we 
might likewife have a well-grounded hope, that it 
would be well with ourfelves, when we came to put 
off our mortality, and put on immortality. The 
meeting ended with fervent fupplication for our fu¬ 
ture well-doing and well-being, both here and here¬ 
after, and praife to the moft High, who is alone wor¬ 
thy for evermore. 

As foon as I returned to Philadelphia, on the fixth- 
day of the week, I heard of the death of Jofeph Kirk- 
bride, at Ifrael Pemberton's, who told me, 1 was defined 
to be at his burial. He, his fon, and William Logan, 
accompanied me as far as Samuel Bunting’s that after¬ 
noon, with which journey I was exceedingly tired, fo 
that I could hardly ftand or go when I alighted off my 
horfe, but being refrefhed with a good night’s reft, I 
went in the morning to the houfe of my deceafed 
Friend. There was a multitude of people at the 
burial, among whom we had a good opportunity to 
invite them to lay hold of truth and righteoufnefs, 
and prepare for another world. They were remind¬ 
ed that neither natural wifdom, nor riches, youth nor 
itrength, crowns nor feepters, would, nor could fe- 
cure them from the ftroke of death. Robert Jordan 
was at this meeting, and had good lervice therein; 
it concluded in fupplication for the widow and fa- 
therlefs, and for mankind univerfally. Firft-day be¬ 
ing the 4th of the fir ft month, I was at Middleton 
meeting, in company with Thomas Brown, wherein 
the divinity of Chrift, and his being made flefh, bom 
of a virgin, crucified, dead and buried, and his be¬ 
ing raifed from the dead by the divine power, was 
largely opened to the people, and that the lame 
power mult be witneffed to reform our lives, and 
give us the true faving faith and knowledge of God 
the Father, and Chrift the Son, and of the holy 
Ghoft. 

( 
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This month, at our general fpring-meeting, I ac¬ 
quainted Friends, that I had a delire once more to fee 
my Friends in Virginia, Maryland, and North-Carolina, 
if health and ftrength did permit, and divine Provi¬ 
dence favoured, I not having yet fully recovered my 
former health and ftrength, to which the meeting 
confented. 

The latter end of the firft month, I was at the bu¬ 
rial of Robert Evan, of North-Wales •, he was up¬ 
wards of fourfcore years of age, and one of the firft 
fettlers there. A man who lived and died in the 
love of God and his neighbours, of whom, 1 believe 
it might be truly laid, as our Saviour faid of Natha¬ 
niel ; “ Behold an Ifraelite indeed, in whom there is 
“ no guile.” Fie was a minifter of Chrift, full of 
divine and religious matter. In this month I was at 
Fair-hill, at a meeting appointed for Ruth Courtney, 
and Sufannah Hudfon, who were on a religious vifit 
from Ireland, to Friends in this and the adjacent 
provinces; it was a good meeting, the Friends 
dpeaking to the ftate thereof. 

The beginning of the fecond month, I went ever 
Delaware, and fo to Cohanjey, intending home before 
I fet out for my journey to the Jouthward ; but my 
affairs not anfwering to come home, and afterwards 
to reach the yearly-meeting of Friends at Weft-River, 
the which I propofed to our general-meeting ; 1 now 
wrote to my wife and family, that I intended to pro¬ 
ceed to Weft-River meeting, it faving me much time 
and riding, and after having been at feveral meet¬ 
ings at Cohanjey, and at the yearly-meeting at Salem, 
and at a meeting at Piles-Grove-, being accompanied 
by a Friend at Salem, I proceeded and went over 
Delaware river, and firft had a meeting at George’s 
creek, and from thence to the head of Sajfafras river, 
where we had a meeting, but by reafon of the wet 
weather, it was but filial 1; thence we travelled to 
Cecil meeting, and lb on to Chejlsr, where we had a 
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meeting on firft-day, then to Queen Anns county, and 
back from thence to New-Town, on Chejler river, at 
which town we had a large fatisfadtory meeting, in 
which it was fhewn, that no good Chriftian might, 
or could break, the moral part of the law, for it, 
faith the apoftle, is a fchoolmafter to bring to Chrift, 
and that thofe who come to the gofpel of Chrift, 
can in no wife break the leaft commandment of God. 
As for example, the lav/ faith, Thou (halt not for- 
fwear thyfelf; but if a man, according to Chrift’s 
gofpel, (wears not at all, then that man cannot for- 
iwear himfelf. Again, the law faith, Thou finalt love 
thy neighbour, and hate thine enemy; but Chrift 
faith, Love your enemies ; the which if we do, there 
is no doubt but we fhall love our neighbours. 
Again, the law fays. Thou (halt not commit adul¬ 
tery ; but if, according to the doftrine and gofpel 
of Chrift, a man doth not look on a woman with a 
luftful eye, there is no danger of committing adul¬ 
tery with her, &c. Thofe things were largely fpoke 
to, and opened in the meeting, and the people, there 
being many not of our focietv, were very attentive 
and fober, and the good hand of the Almighty was 
amongft us in this meeting. From Chejler river we 
crofted Chef apeak bay, to the yearly-meeting at Weft- 
River, v/itn Chejler Friends, in William Thomas's boat, 
and fent our horfes over by Kent-]ft,and, to Weft-River, 
where we met with our Friends, 'Michael Light foot, 
Elizabeth Wyat, and Grace Mnjon, with divers others, 
(Elizabeth and Grace being on their return from a 
religious vifit to Ncrth-Carolina and Virginia): we 
all being tar from home, and well acquainted, were 
glad to fee one another, being thankful to the Al¬ 
mighty, who had been pleafed to preferve us fo far 
on our way. Alter the meeting was ended at Weft- 
River, taking leave in the love of Chrift: of divers 
Friends, with hearts full of love, and eyes full of 
tears, as never expecting to fee one another again, I 
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with my companion, and Armiger Trotter, who came 
up with the Friends from Virginia to Wejl-River, fet 
out for Virginia, and having paffed over Patuxent 
river, had a meeting among the family of the Plum¬ 
mers , one of whom, with another Friend, accompa¬ 
nied us to the river Potomack\ we rode, as near as 
we could compute it, fixty miles that day; I being 
heavy and aged, and the weather hot, was very much 
tired, and laid down in my clothes all night, and the 
next morning ferried over the river Potomack, com¬ 
puted about three miles over, and parted with our 
guides. When over this river, we travelled about 
fifteen miles to William Duff's, had a meeting there, 
and from thence to a meeting of Friends at John 
Cheagle s, and fo on to Black-Creek, had a meeting 
there, and then went to the monthly-meeting of 
Friends on the weft-fide of James-River, and fo to 
William Lad's, after which we went to the monthly¬ 
meeting of Friends at Nanfemond-River, and from 
thence to Carolina, and on a firft-day had a large 
meeting at a new meeting-houfe built to accommo¬ 
date the yearly-meeting; it was a good folid meet¬ 
ing, and there the Friends appointed for us the 
meetings following : third-day of the week, being 
the 13th of the fourth month, at JcJeph Barrow's, 
fourth-day at Jacob Butler's, fifth-day at Samuel 
Newby's, fixth-day.and firft-day at the upper meet- 
inp--houfe at Little-River, and third-day at the low- 
er meeting-houfe on the laid river, and fourth-day at 
Pojpotanck, and fifth-day at Amos Lrueblood's, up PoJ- 
potanck river, and then we went to the quarterly¬ 
meeting for Friends in North Carolina, which was 
very large ; the people were exhorted to overcome 
fin as Chrift overcame, that they might fit with him 
in his kingdom, as he overcame, and is fit down in 
the kingdom of God his Father; that fubjedt was 
largely fpoken to that day, and we had a good op¬ 
portunity with the people, and the great name of 
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God was exalted over all. After this quarterly-meet¬ 
ing, we had a meeting at James Wilfons, in the Bar¬ 
rens, which was a large, good and open meeting; 
in the conclufion thereof, I told them, That I came 
among them in great love (though in a crofs to my 
own will, with refpedt to my age, and the heat of 
weather) being willing to fee them, in that province, 
once more before I left the world ; and, as I came 
in love, fo I parted with them; defiring them, to 
dwell in love and peace, and then the God of love 
would be with them. 

From Carolina we travelled into Virginia, Zachariah 
Nickfon accompanying us, and had a meeting at the 
widow Newby's, and from thence had a meeting at 
NanJimund, and io to the Branch, where we had a 
very large meeting; many people were there not of 
our fociety, and were very attentive and fober; and 
next day, being the fecond-day of the week, we had 
a fatisfa&ory meeting at Penned s-Creek, and thence 
to Chuckatuck, and fo on to Rafper-Neck, and then to 
Pagan-Creek, thence into Surry county, to Samuel Se- 
brelds, and thence to Robert Honicuds, had a meet¬ 
ing there, then to Curds, up James-River, to Thomas 
and John Pleafands, had a meeting there on a firft- 
day, and then to the Swamp and Cedar-Creek, and fo 
on to John Che agio's. We came to John Cheagles the 
20th of the fifth month, being the fifth of the week, 
and being unwilling to be idle on fixth and feventh- 
days, intending to have a meeting at his houfe on 
firft-day, I afked John if he could tell where we could 
have a meeting on fixth and feventh-day ? and he 
faid, Yes, he could. And he appointed one about 
three miles off his houfe, and another fix miles 
off; at which places we had good lervice; and 
then had a very large meeting at his houfe on firft- 
day, which was, I hope, to pretty general fatisfac- 
tion, to the religious part of the people. From 
thence we travelled to William Duff's, John, and ano- 
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ther Friend going with us, and had a meeting at their 
meeting-houfc, and afterwards William went with us 
over Pctomack river, as far as Pifcattaway, in Mary¬ 
land ; this river is computed to be near four miles 
over, and when about the middle, there was a large 
fwdl in the river, fo that our horfes could not (land, 
and the motion of the boat made them fall down, 
and the boat having much water in it, being very 
leaky, Hie was near overfetting; they in the boat 
were in fome concern and confternation, faying, when 
we came to the fhore, that they did not remember 
they were ever before in the like danger; and I ap¬ 
prehended we were in danger, and if the boat had 
overfet, in all likelihood, we might all have been 
drowned; and I then thought I was in the fervice of 
Chrift, my great Matter ; and I alfo knew, I mutt 
die, and I thought I might as well die in his fervice 
as my own ; fo I gave up my life for Chrift’s fake, 
and he gave it to me again. Oh! may I, with all 
thofe who fincerely love him, ferve him truly all our 
days, is my defire ! 

From Pifcattaway we travelled to Patuxent, to the 
family of the Plummers, who were ten fons of one 
father and mother, who were convinced about the 
time I firft had meetings in thofe parts, and, fo far as 
I know, they were all lober men. After this meet¬ 
ing we went to Gerad Hopkins’s, and from thence to 
patap/co, had a large meeting, the houfe bein g full 
before the Friends came, fo that they were hard let 
to get in ; to me it was a good, feafonable opportu¬ 
nity, as was our next in the For eft of Gunpowder River, 
where Friends have built a new meeting-houfe 

• . - O J 

which at this time, could not contain the people : 
from Gunpowder River we went to Bufh River, had a 
good open meeting, and one at Deer-Creek, and fo 
ever Sufquebannaby to Eiihu Hall's. 

At Weft-Nottingham 1 parted with my companion, 
he having about a day’s travel home. I had two 

meetings 
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meetings on firft-day at the great meeting-houfe at 
Weft-Nottingham, which were very large, and Friends 
glad to fee me once more : and after having meet¬ 
ings at Chrijline-bridge, Wilmington, Center, and Aft/z- 

went to the quarterly-meeting of minifters at 
Concord, and was there firft and fecond-day, and 
third-day at Derby, all which were very large meet¬ 
ings and Friends were fatisfied and comforted, and 
I was encouraged in the work and fervice of the gof- 
pel of Chrift. From Derby I went home, having 
been abroad about four months, and rode, by com¬ 
putation, above eleven hundred miles, and at about 
feVenty meetings. 

While I was on this journey, I had an account of 
the death of my dear and only brother, George Chalks 
ley, a religious, prudent man; he died the 24th of 
the ninth month, 1737, near the feventieth year of 
his age, and left behind him a mournful widow and 
four daughters, all virtuous women. 

When in Virginia, I wrote to thole of our fociety 
at Opeckon, Shannadore, &c. (many of whom went 
out of our province, to fettle in the government of 
Virginia) to the following effedt, viz. 

Virginia, at John Cheagle's, 21ft fifth month, 1738. 

To Friends of the Monthly-meeting at Opeckonl 

Dear Friends, who inhabit Shannadore and Opeckon, 
s T JA V 1 N G a concern for your welfare and 
c jnL prolperity, both now and hereafter, and abb 
c the profperity of your children, I had a defire to 
4 fee you ; but being in years, and heavy, and much 
c fpent and fatigued with my long journeys in Virgi- 
c nia and Carolina, makes it feem too hard for me to 
c perform a vifit in perfon to you ; wherefore I take 
* this way of writing to difeharge my mind of what 
* lies weightily thereon : and, 

€ Firft, 



4 Firft, I defire that you be very careful, being far 
e and back inhabitants, to keep a friendly correfpon- 
c dence with the native Indians, giving them no oc- 
c cafion of offence; they being a cruel and mercilefs 
< enemy, where they think they are wronged or de- 
c frauded of their right, as woful experience hath 
c taught, in Carolina, Virginia, and Maryland, and 
4 efpecially in New-England, &c. and, 

c Secondly, As nature hath given them, and their 
c fore-fathers, the poffeffton of this continent of Ame- 
4 ricaj or this wildernefs, they have a natural right 
4 thereto in juftice and equity ; and no people, ac- 
4 cording to the law of nature and juftice, and our 
4 own principle, which is according to the glorious 
c gofpel of our dear and holy Lord Jefus Chrift, 
4 ought to take away, or fettle, on other mens lands 
4 or rights, without confent, or purchafmg the fame, 
4 by agreement of the parties concerned ; which, I 
4 fuppofe, in your cafe is not yet done. 

c Thirdly, Therefore my counfel and Chriftian ad- 
c vice to you is, my dear Friends, That the mod 
f reputable among you, do, with fpeed, endeavour 
* to agree with and purchafe your lands of the native 
4 Indians or inhabitants: take example of our wor- 
4 thy and honourable late proprietor, William Penn; 
c who, by his wife and religious care, in that rela- 
c tion, hath fettled a lafting peace and commerce 
c with the natives, and, through his prudent manage- 
c ment therein, hath been inftrumental to plant in 
c peace, one of the moft flourilhing provinces in the 
c world. 

c b'ourthly. And who would run the rifqueof the 
c lives of their wives and children, for the fparing 
€ a little coft and pains ? 1 am concerned to lay thofe 
4 things before you, under an uncommon exercife of 
4 mind, that your new and flourifhing little fettle- 
c ment, might not be laid wafte, and, if the Provi- 
6 dence of the Almighty doth not intervene, feme 
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€ of the blood of yourfelves, wives or children, be 
c Shed and fpilt on the ground. 

< Fifthly, Confider you are in the province oCVir- 
< ginia, holding what rights you have under that go- 
c vernment *5 and the Virginians have made an agree- 
c ment with the natives, to go as far as the moun- 
« tains, but no farther; and you are over and beyond 
6 the mountains, therefore out of that agreement; 
£ by which you lie open to the infults and incurfions 
4 of the fouthern Indians, who have deftroyed many 
4 of the inhabitants or Carolina and Virginia, and even 
4 now have deftroyed more on tire like ocxafion, 
4 [The Englijh going beyond the bounds of their 
4 agreement, eleven of them were killed by the In- 
4 dians while we were travelling in Virginia. J 

6 Sixthly, If you believe yourfelves to be within 
4 the bounds of William Penns patent from king 
4 Charles the fecond, which will be hard for you to 
4 prove, you being far to the fouthward of his line; 
4 yet, if done, that is of no confideration with the 
4 Indians, without a purchafe of them; except you 
4 will go about to convince them by fire and fword, 
4 contrary to our principles; and if that were done, 
4 they would ever be implacable enemies, and the 
4 land would never be enjoyed in peace. 

4 Seventhly, Pleafe to note, that in Pennfylvania 
4 no new fettlements are made, without an agree- 
4 ment with the natives; as witnefs, Lancafter coun- 
4 ty, lately fettled; though that is far within the 
4 grant of William Penns patent from king Charles 
4 the fecond; wherefore you lie open to infurrec- 
4 tions of the northern, as well as fouthern Indians. 

4 And, 1 aliiy. Thus having fhewn my good-will 
4 to you, and to your new little fettlement, that you 
4 might fit every one under your own lbady tree, 
4 where none might make you afraid, and that you 
4 might profper naturally and fpiritually, you and 
* your children; and having a little eafed my mind 

4 of 
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‘ of that weight and concern, in fome meafure, that 
‘ lay upon me, I, at prelent, defift, and fubfcribe, in 
* the love of our holy Lord Jefus Chrift, 

c Your real friend, 

( T. C HA LKLE T. 

After my return from this journey, I ftayed much 
at home that winter, travelling now being hard for 
me, lo that I could not perform long journeys as 
formerly, being more broken in the long and hard 
travelling in this journey, than in divers years be¬ 
fore. 

In the year 1739, I took feveral fhort or lefter 
journeys, and had many meetings in divers places, 
as in Salem and Burlington counties, in Wejl-Jerfey, 
and Philadelphia, Chefter, and Bucks counties in Penn- 
fylvania, having many large and comfortable meet¬ 
ings, and lome fatisfadtory fervice in divers of 
them. 

This year the war broke out between Great-Bri- 
tain and Spain, the Spaniards giving great occafion 
of offence to the Brittjh nation ; notwithftanding 
■whicn, king George the lecond fought to accommo¬ 
date matters peaceably ; but the crown of Spain not 
complying with the terms agreed on for an accom¬ 
modation, therefore war was proclaimed ; which oc- 
canoned much dillurbance and di(traction in our lit¬ 
tle peaceable province and government; war being 
deftruchve to life, health and trade, the peace and 
profperity of the people, and abfolutely againft the 
dodtrine and practice of the Prince of life and peace, 
our Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift ; a great concern 
came on my mind to promote his dodtrine ; in order 
to which, I was largely concerned to treat thereof in 
or at the general fpring-meeting at Philadelphia; 

with 
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■with which fervice divers wife and pious people were 
well fatisfied, though lome were offended. 

When the meeting was over, I having a defire 
and concern once more to vifit Friends in the three 
lower counties, Newcaftle, Kent, and Sujfex, among 
whom I had not travelled for near twenty years, and 
being now a little better in health than I had been, I 
let out from my home, and went to Chejler, and from 
thence to Wilmington, and had a meeting there; and 
then to Newcaftle, where we had another; William 
Hammond being with me, he and I went from New¬ 
caftle to George's-Creek, had a meeting there ; and then 
went to Duck-Creek ; after having two meetings at 
Duck-Creek, I went to Little-Creek meeting, and fo 
proceeded to the Mother-Kills, where I had a large, 
open time in preaching the gofpel to the people, 
which divers ot them received with gladnefs ; and 
there were many, not of our fociety, who were very 
fober and attentive, a door being open among them 
yet notwithstanding there may be much opennefs 
both in fpeakers and hearers, I have obferved with, 
forrow, that there are but few who retain the truth 
fo as to be really converted ; many are convinced, 
but few converted and come to be regenerated or 
born again, as our Saviour taught. 

From Mother-Kills I went back to Little-Creek, to 
timothy Hanfons, he accompanying me, and from 
Timothy's I went to Duck-Creek, and from thence to 
Jppoquinamy, to the burial of a Friend’s fon, who died 
of the fmall-pox; on which occafion we had a folid 
meeting, the mournful relations being thankful for 
our company. From Appoquinamy I went to John 
M CooPs, and from thence to Newcaftle, where we 
had a large open meeting, to the fatisfadtion of di¬ 
vers ; though 1 was very weakly and poorly, as to my 
health, fo that it was hard for me to ftoop to take any 
thing from the ground, -and with difficulty I walk¬ 
ed from the Friend’s houfe to the meeting; but be¬ 

ing 



ing helped by grace, and carried through the fervice 
of the meeting beyond my expectation, was, with 
divers others, truly thankful to God the Father, and 
Chrift, my Lord and Saviour. 

From New c a file i went to Wilmington, had a meet¬ 
ing there, and from thence to Newark, to the mar¬ 
riage of Alexander Seaton ; the meeting was uncom¬ 
monly large, and to general fatisfaclion. 

From Newark I went back to Wilmington, and from 
thence to the Center monthly-meeting, and fo on to 
Kennst, where was a very large meeting : here divers 
who had profeffed among us, refrained coming to the 
publick meeting for divine worlhip; with whom, 
next day, we had a meeting, wherein the evil confe- 
quence of forfaking the afifembling ourfelves together 
was fpoke to, and that it would be a great hurt to 
the young and riling generation, and themfelves alfo; 
being a bad example to them, and contrary to the 
advice and counfel of the holy apoftie, cc Not to 
CQ forfake the afiembling of ourfelves together, as 
the manner of fome is.” 

From Kennet I went to Concord, to the burial of 
Benjamin Mendinhall, where we had a large and foiid 
meeting, feveral lively teftimonies being borne there¬ 
in. This Friend was a worthy elder, and a fervice - 
able man in our locietv, and one of the firft or early 
fettlers in Pennfylvania: a man given to hofpitality, 
and a good example to his family, and hath left 
divers hopeful children lurviving him. 

The night before this meeting I lodged at the 
widow Gilpin s, whofe hufband, Jofeph Gilpiny was 
lately deceafed ; there was true Chriftian love and 
friendfhip between us for above fifty years. When 
firft I faw Jofeph in Pennfylvania, he lived in a cave 
in the earth, where we enjoyed each others com¬ 
pany in the love and fear of God. This Friend had 
fifteen children, whom he lived to fee brought up to 
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the Rates of men and women, and all but two mar¬ 
ried well, and to his mind. 

From Concord I went to Wilmington, and from 
thence after meeting to Newcafile, where I, with 
George Hogg, went over the river Delaware into 
Penn s-Neck, and had a meeting at James Wilfon’s; 
from Penn's-Neck we went to Salem, and thence to 
Cohanfey, where I had feveral meetings at Greenwich, 
and at the head of Allow ay's-Creek, alfo at David 
Davis’s, where the people kindly lent us the benches 
of theirmeeting-houfe, and many of them came them- 
felves, and were very attentive; after which I went 
to Piles-Grove and had a meeting there, and from 
thence to Woodberry-Creek, and fo to Gloucejler, where 
I ferried over Delaware to Philadelphia, and from 
thence came home, having travelled about 500 miles 
in this journey, after which I Raid at and about home 
for fome time. 

I was at the yearly-meeting at Burlington, in the 
feventh month ; going to this meeting, my horie 
darted, and threw me, which hurt my (boulder and 
hip badly, of which hurt I did not recover for above 
half a year. 

This meeting was very large, and though I was 
outwardly in mifery and pain, yet in the fenfe of the 
love and goodnefs of God, and grace of our Lord 
Jefus Chrift, I was, with many others, much com¬ 
forted in fpirit. 

From Burlington I travelled to Shrewjbury, having 
feveral meetings by the way, as at Borden-Down, 
Crojfwicks, Trenton, &c. This journey I rode in 
much pain, but the fatisfadtion I had in meetings 
through the Spirit and power of the mod High, 
made amends for all the labour and pain I under¬ 
went. I blefs the facred name of God, and may I 
do it tor ever ! I made what hafte I could home, 
being in pain with my fall, and tarried at home moffc 
of the winter, which was one of the longed and 

hardeft 
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hardeft known in thefe parts, by ibme of the oldeft 
livers here; divers people being frozen to death in 
feveral places, and many fheep and cattle perifhing, 
and much of the winter grain killed with the froft, 
fo that there was feme apprehenfion of a want of 
bread ; all which I took to be warnings of the juft 
and righteous judgments of God, for the ingratitude, 
pride, and other fins and iniquities of the people, 
the which I was divers times, and at divers places, 
concerned to put them in mind of. How well would 
it be, if the people would lay the judgments of the 
moft High to heart; and when his judgments are 
abroad in the earth, that the inhabitants would learn 
righteoufnefs! 

After this winter I was at a general-meeting at 
German-town, and at meetings at North-Wales, Hor- 
jham, and Byberry, and from thence, with Jofepb Gil- 
ierty went to Burlington, and wras at a marriage there, 
and then returned home. 

In the fecond month I was under an inward and 
reli gious engagement in my mind to vifit the meet¬ 
ings of Friends in Gloucefter and Salem counties, in 
Wejl-Jerfey; and the 19th of the faid month I went 
over Delaware river, and was at Haddonfield on a 
firft-day, and third-day at Chefter, fourth-day had a 
meeting at the houfe of Jofiah Fojler, and fifth-day 
at Evefijam i from which meeting I went to John 
EJtaugVsy Ebenezer Large> and Samuel Jordan being 
with me. In the morning we went to Woodberry- 
Creek meeting, and next day down to Salem, in order 
for the yearly-meeting, which began on the 26th of 
the fecond month, and was an extraordinary folid 
meeting, the divine prefence and glory being richly 
manifefted amongft us. 

From Salem I went, in company with John Evans 
and Elizabeth Stevens, to Allow ay' s-Creek and Cohan- 
fey, where we had meetings, I believe, to the fatis- 
faction of many j here I parted with the faid Friends, 

and 
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and not being well, I ftaid at Greenwich, and they 
went to David Davis’s, in order for Pilefgrove meet¬ 
ing. 

The 3d of the third month, being the firft of the 
week, 1 was at Cohanfey meeting, which was folid and 
weighty; in which the mighty works of God, and 
his wonderful power, was fet forth to the people in 
divers refpedts. 

Firft, As to the work of the creation of the hea¬ 
vens and the earth, and of man to govern in the 
earth, referving to himfelf the government of man ; 
to whom he gave a law, for the breach of which he 
was turned out of paradife, and brought death into 
the world. 

Secondly, Notwithftanding man’s fall, God had 
love, mercy and compaffion towards him, and pro- 
mifed the feed of the woman fhould bruife the head 
of the ferpent, who led them aftray, which feed 
was Chrift, whom all are commanded to hear, be¬ 
lieve and follow, in the practice of his holy dodtrine, 
which is contained in his words fpoken to his imme¬ 
diate difciples and apoftles,ancl likewife made known 
and revealed in our hearts. 

Thirdly, That now in our day his righteous judg¬ 
ments are abroad in the earth, as the fword, and" a 
threatning of famine, or want of bread ; all which 
was fpoken in the tender love and fear of God, and 
faith of Chrift, and all were intreated to lay thefe 
things to heart, and turn to the Lord, and lie will 
have mercy, and to our God, and he will abundantly 
pardon. In this meeting God was glorified, and his 
name magnified, through the affiftance of the Spirit 
of his dear Son our Lord, 

From Cohanfey I went to Salem, and thence to Da- 
vid Davis’s, where we had a meeting, at which were 
feverai people of divers proleffions, who were fatif- 
fied and edified therein; and thence we went to 
Pilefgrove meeting, afterwards into Pem's-Neck, and 

X had 
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had a good open meeting at the widow Hughs*s, and 
fo to Woo dberry-Creek meeting, which I hope was 
ferviceable ; after which I went home with my Friend 
James Lord's widow, who, with her filler Ann Cooper, 
and Jofeph Clews, went with me to Gloucejler gaol, 
where we vifited one under fentence of death for 
Healing; I afked him, if he truly repented of that 
fin of dealing, of w'hich he had been fo often guilty. 
He told me, he hoped he had, and was willing to die. 
He was recommended to the grace of God, and to 
keep in an humble frame of mind, and beg mercy of 
the Almighty, for the fake of Chrift, for all his fins, 
"While a Friend was praying by him, he was broken 
into tendernefs. 

Here the aforefaid Friends parted with me ; 1 crof- 
fing the river Delaware to Philadelphia, and fo home 
to Frankfort. I was at ten meetings in this journey, 
befides the yearly-meeting at Salem, and travelled 
about 150 miles; but travelling was painful to my 
body; for I now more and more felt the effects of 
many old falls and bruifes, which much difabled and 
hurt me in riding* 

In the fourth month I was at divers meetings about 
or near home, as at Fair-hill, German-Down, and 
at a meeting at Dhomas Roberts's ; alfo was at Phila¬ 
delphia meeting. In the beginning of the fifth 
month, I vifited Friends meetings at Derby, Merion9 
and Flaverfordi at the laid place the meeting was 
large, and very open, wherein ihe mighty power 
of God was exalted over all, and it was plainly ma- 
nifehed, that if there was any virtue, or any good 
gift or genius in the creature, it derived its excel¬ 
lency from the Creator •, and that man, in his belt 
capacity, in either natural or fpiritual attainments, 
hath no caufe to boaft or glory in any thing or things, 
which he, as an inftrument in the divine hand, might 
help to do or perform ; wherefore we ought to hum¬ 
bly ourfeives under the mighty hand of God, attribut- 
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ting no glory to felf, or the creature, but all glory 
and praife to the Creator, who is in and over all, 
blefied for ever. 

The 20th of the fifth month, I fet forward on a 
journey, in order to vifit Friends at and near Bur¬ 
lington, and was next day at a meeting at Brifiol, 
which was large, confidering the heat of the wea¬ 
ther, and the fhortnels of the notice; next day, 
being the fourth -day of the week, and the 22d of 
the month, I was at Mount-Holly, at the burial of our 
ancient Friend, Reftored Lippincoat: he was, as I un- 
derllood, near an hundred years of age, and had up¬ 
wards of 200 children, grandchildren, and great 
grandchildren, many of whom were at his funeral; 
the meeting was large, and thought to be a fervice- 
able meeting by divers. After this meeting I went 
with a few choice Friends to vifit Sufannab Fearon, 
who had been long ill, in which vifit we were fa¬ 
voured with the divine prefence and goodnefs of the 
Moll High, for which we returned him thanks and 
praife. After which we went to Burlington, and next 
day had a meeting, which was an acceptable oppor¬ 
tunity to many. 

Next firft-day being the 27th of the month, we 
had a good l'olid meeting at ’Trenton ; from thence I 
went with divers Friends to Brifiol, and fo home to 
Frankfort, and was thankful to the Almighty for the 
grace which he was plealed to beftow upon me, a 
poor worm ; and that, confidering the extreme heat, 
I had my health better than ufual. After coming 
home, I vifited divers meetings at Philadelphia, Had- 
donfield, Frankfort, &c. 

In the fixth month there was a great mortality in 
Philadelphia, and many were taken away •, on a fifth- 
day, I was concerned to put the people in mind of it, 
and of their own mortality, and exhorted them to 
prepare for it, they not knowing whofe turn it might 
be next, nor the hour when death might come to 
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their own habitations; and was concerned, in the 
fame nature, at feveral large burials ; in the meeting 
at Philadelphia, they were told. It was better to fall 
into the hands of the Lord, than into the hands of 
men; and that fince we had been fettled in this 
province of Pennfylvania, we were prelerved from the 
hands of men ; there having never been an enemy in 
it, in a warlike way ; our dependance being; on Pro¬ 
vidence, and our principle againft war, and againfc 
fpilling of human bleed by wars and fighting", ac¬ 
cording to the doftrine of Chrift, the peaceable Savi¬ 
our ; wherefore I believe the hand of God was mani- 
fefted in preferving us in peace : yet I would not be 
underftood to be againft the magiftrates exercifing 
the power committed to them, according to juft law j 
but national wars, w'oful experience teacheth, are de- 
Itruftive to the peaceable religion of Jefus, to trade, 
wealth, health and happinefs. Our dear Lord 
preached peace to the people, and againft wars ; tel¬ 
ling his followers, That they imiii love and pray for 
their enemies, and rather take a ftroke or a blow, 
than give one; and that they fhould not refill evil ; 
which peaceable doftrine of Chrift, the Jews could 
not away with; no, no, by no means ; Oh, fay they. 
If wc let this man alone, the Romans will come and 
take away our place and nation ; juft as the people 
now fay in this province, among and to thofe peace¬ 
able men, who for the fake of Chrift and his doc¬ 
trine, cannot ufe the fword ; the Romans will come 
and take our country, if we do not build forts and 
caftles, and have military preparations: and I wifti 
it were not true, that fome, who profefs this peace¬ 
able principle, too much endeavour to fmother, ftifle 
and keep under, this peaceable doftrine, through a 
flavilh fear, and too much diftrufting of the divine 
Providence, which may caufe the divine Hand to 
deliver us to the Romans indeed; at which I fhould 
not wonder, fiace we diftrufl; that divine Hand that 

hath 
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"hath hitherto prelerved us, without our preparing 
for war, above thefe fifty years. To which I know 
that it is objedted ; but now there are abundance of 
people who are not of that principle. I anfwer. 
Then why did they come among us, if they' could 
not truft themfelves with our principles, which they 
knew, or might have known, if they would ? the 
king gave the province, and the government of it, 
to our worthy proprietor, William Penn, who was a 
man of this peaceable principle, for which the Hea¬ 
thens loved him, and honour his name and memory 
to this day, and thofe of his fociety and principles, 
whereof I am a living witnefs. The fenfe of the 
fweetnefs and focial life that the firft fettlers of the 
province of Pennjylvania and the city of Philadelphia 
lived in, makes me exprefs myfelf in this manner. 
Oh ! that the inhabitants of the city and country, 
did but live and dwell in that firft love, and hold 
it faft; and then 1 believe that the Almighty would, 
not fuffer any to take our crown: which crown is 

j * 

righteoufnefs, peace and love, through true faith ; 
which true faith works by love in Chnft jefus. 

On the laft day of the fifth month, 1 acquainted 
my Friends of the monthly-meeting of Philadelphiay 
with a concern I had been fome time under, to vifit 
the people in the Virgin-IJlands, and more particular¬ 
ly in Anguilla and Tortola, in order to preach the 
gofpel of our Lord Jefus Chrift freely, to thofe who 
might have a defire to hear, as the Lord fhould be 
pleafed to open my way: and my Friends having 
unity with me therein, at their next meeting gave 
me a certificate of their concurrence : foon after 
which, having fettled my affairs, and taken leave of 
my dear wife and daughter, and the reft of my fa¬ 
mily and friends, on the 19th day of the ieventff 
month, I embarked at Philadelphia, in the (loop Johny 
Peter Blunder, mafter, bound for the ifland of Tortola-, 
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We failed down the river, and came to an anchor 
near Cbriftine-Creek that night, in which there was a 
violent ftorm, which drove feveral vefiels on the 
marfhes, to that when the tide ebbed, one mitrht 
walk round them. Next day we failed to Reedy- 
IJland, where we waited for a fair wind. We failed 
oown the bay, in company with two floops, one 
bound for Bermudas, the other for the ifland of 
Chriftophers, and left the Capes on the 23d day of 
the month, and in 18 days from that time, fell in 
wHii the ifland 01 itbomcis, and in one day more turn¬ 
ed up to Tortola, 

In tms voyage wre faw nine fail of veffels, but 
fpoke with none of them : had a rough palTage, the 
wind being high and contrary above a week, and 
mucu rain ; yet, through the mercy and grace of 
God, I was preferved above all fear, except the holy 
fear of the living Lord, in which I bleffed his holy 
name. 

On the 12th day of the eighth month, John Pick¬ 
ering, the owner of the (loop, who was likewife go¬ 
vernor of the ifland, with his fpoufe, met me at The 
watei fine, ant: lovingly embraced me, and led me up 
to their houfe, and the fame evening, had a meeting 
at his houfe; and on the 15th of the month, bein^r 
the fifth-day of the week, we had a large fatisfa&ory’ 
meeting, at which w;ere many people, divers of them 
not of our profeffion, and I think, the good hand of 
the Lord was with us. I was concerned in this, 
meeting to fhew, that the laft difpenfation of God to 
mankind, in and through his dear Son, was a fpirr- 
tuai difpenlation ; a dnpenfation of pure divine love, 
which is to laft and be with the true believers in 
Chrift for ever, according to his own doftrine in the 
New Teftamenr, 

On the firft-day of the week, and the 18 th of the 
month, we had another meeting larger than the for¬ 
mer (and die governor told me, he had never feen fo 

large 
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large a gathering on the ifland, on any occafion) my 
fpirit was much let at liberty in this meeting, and 
great opennefs and brokennefs was among the people, 
fo that the gofpel was freely and largely declared to 
them. The cafe of Cornelius, and of the apoftle 
Peter going to his houfe, was treated of, with divers 
other matters, tending to edification. I was fo af¬ 
fected with the power, fpirit, and grace of our Lord 
Jefus Chrift, that, when the meeting was over, I 
withdrew, and, in private, poured out my foul before 
the Lord, and begged that he would be pleafed to 
manifell his power and glorious gofpel more and 
more. At this meeting there was a woman who had 
fuffered much for her going to meetings ; her huf- 
band being a proud, haughty man, had beat her to 
the drawing of blood ; he alio drew his fword, and 
prefented his piftol, with threatenings to kill her; 
but Hie thanked God, that fhe was refigned to lofe 
her life for Chrift’s fake : this woman exprefled 
fome words in fupplication in this meeting, in a bro¬ 
ken manner. There was alfo another, a beautiful 
young woman, whofe father had turned her out of 
doors for coming to Friends meetings. 

I went, with the governor and his wife, to vifit a 
few families up in the mountains, and had a meet¬ 
ing, in which was great brokennefs and tendernefs 
in the time of prayer. 

On fecond-day we vifited feveral families in the 
divifion called the Road> to which we went by water 
in a coble, fomewhat like our canoes; there were 
four of thefe in company, five perfons in two of 
them, and feven in the other two. In this vifiting 
of families, the people came and filled the rooms, 
and we had feafonable meetings, in which the people 
were fo loving, and well affected, that we could fel- 
dom go in a friendly way to vifit our Friends, but 
they would prefently fill their little rooms, and we 

X 4 fcarcely 
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fcarcely could depart, without having a time of wor- 
iliip. 

. Next day we went to vifit a young man’s habita¬ 
tion, who had not yet finifhed his houfe, and the 
neighbours coming in, as ufual, we had a o-00d 
meeting. & 

I cannot but note, that the hand of the Lord God 
was with us, and I feit his vifitation as frefh and 
lively as ever, for which I was truly thankful, and 
thought, if I never law my habitation again, I was 
Satisfied in this goipel call, and religious vifit; 
though, being in years, it was fometimes a little 
troubleldme to the flefh, being in the 66th year of 
my age, and Itift in my limbs from hurts with many 
fails and bruifes; but, as to my health, I had it bet¬ 
ter now, than for feveral years "paft ; for which lam 
humbly thankful to him, in whom we live and have 
our being; glory to his name, through his dear 
Son. 

Third-day and fourth-day, vifited feveral families, 
and had divers good opportunities; in one of thofe 
meetings, a young man, named ‘Jeremiah JVLartiny 
fpoke a few words in prayer; in which feafon, we 
were, I think, all broken into tendernefs, lo that in 
truth we might fay, that the power and Spirit of 
Chrift was with and among us, and his great name 
was praifed. 

Fifth-day, being the week-day-meeting, it was 
larger than was ever known of a week-day at that 
place, there being divers friends who came from an 
illand called Jos. Vandike's, and many neighbours 
and fober people, who were very attentive. 

Sixth-day, was at feveral peoples houfes, and had 
religious meetings, which we could not well avoid, 
the people were fo loving and defirous to hear what 
might be fpoken to them, they being many of them 
like thirdy ground, wanting rain, and our good and 

gracious 
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gracious Lord gave us celeftial fhowcrs, which were 
refrefhing to us, and thankfully received. 

Seventh-day, I went, with feveral Friends, to the 
houfe of one, who, with his wife, had been at our 
meeting on fifth-day; he kindly invited me to his 
houfe; his name was Blake, he and his wife were 
lovino-; though he had formerlv wrote again ft 
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Friends, he was now better informed. From his 
houfe I went to Pownfend Bijhop's, and there being 
many Friends there from another ifland, we had a 
mod comfortable, tender evening-meeting, in which 
we offered up an evening lacrifice of high praifes and 
thankfgiving to the holy name of the living eternal 
God, and his dear Son our Lord and Saviour Jefus 
Chrift, through the influence of the holy Spirit, one 
God over all, blefled for ever. And, 

On the firft-day of the week, being the 25th of 
the month, we had a larger meeting than ordinary; 
and, in expectation of larger meetings than ufual, 
the governor, John Pickering, had made feveral new 
forms to accommodate the people at his own houfe, 
which he fent fix miles on mens heads, the roads 
not being paffable for carriage by carts, &c. This 
I think worth noting, that their zeal may be had in 
remembrance, and that others may be ftirred up to a 
more religious concern, who will fcarce go fix fteps 
to a religious meeting, or will not go at all. In this 
meeting I was concerned to fpeak of, and fet forth 
the doCtrine of Chrift, which he preached on the 
Mount, contained in the 5th, 6th, and 7th chapters 
of Matthew ; and to prefs the people to come to the 
praftice of what is there commanded by the great 
Author of the Chnftian religion; and to fhew that 
the defpifed Quakers had learned out of that excel¬ 
lent fermon, much of their religion, which difpleafes 
many people, and divers of the great men of the 
world; and to urge them to regard the Grace of 
God, which bringeth falyation5 and hath appeared to 

all 
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all men. In this meeting Dorcas, the wife of John 
Pickering, fpoke to the people in publick teftimony, 
to which they gave good attention. 

After meeting we returned by water from the 
Road harbour, to Fat-Hog-Bay, where John Pickering 
lives, being upwards of twenty of us in company, in 
three cobles. 

Thefe two weeks I fpent in the ifland of Tortola, 
to my great fatisfaction. 

The journal of this worthy Friend ending here, the 
following fupplement is collefted from fome notes 
fent by a Friend of that ifland, giving an account 
of his further fervices, ficknefs, and death. 

The SUPPLEMENT. 

ON the fecond-day of the third week of his be¬ 
ing among us, he vifited iome Friends in the 

neighbourhood, and likewife the man who had treat¬ 
ed his wife fo cruelly for coming to Friends meet¬ 
ings. 

On third-day, he was employed chiefly in writing 
to his family and friends in Philadelphia. 

On fourth-day fome Friends from the Road came 
to fee him, which prevented his going out to vifit 
the neighbours as ulual. 

On fifth-day morning, being the 29th of the 
eighth month, he found himfelf much indifpofed ; 
yet he went to our week-day-meeting, about a quar¬ 
ter of a mile. When the meeting broke up, he had 
a hot fever on him : Dodlor Purnbull, the chief phy- 
fician in our ifland, thought it proper to take fome 
blood from him, and he being very willing, it was 

done 
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done that afternoon, and the fever abated fome time 
that night, and the next day he walked about, and 
made no complaint until about eight o’clock in the 
evening, about which time the fever returned, and 
continued very fevere until firft-day morning ; when 
the doctor ddvifed him to take a vomit, which he 
declined that day, being defirous of attending the 
meeting, which was held at my houfe, and was a 
large, fweet and tender meeting; in which he fpoke 
to us firft concerning temptations, and how Chrifb 
was tempted, and how to withftand them ; and af¬ 
terwards on the parable of the great fupper, and 
other fubjebts; ending his teftimony with the words 
of the apoftle Paul, “ I have fought a good fight, I 
“ have finifhed my courfe, I have kept the faith, 

henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of 
cc righteoufnefs which words, and moft part of 
this laft fermon, was delivered in great hrokennefs; 
from whence I judged that he was fenfible that he 
had not long to live, though, I believe, he was not 
afraid to die. 

On fecond-day morning the fever abated a little, 
and he complied with the dolor’s prefeription of 
taking a vomit, which feemed to have its proper ef¬ 
fect ; but that night the fever returned, and continu¬ 
ed on him until he died, which was between two 
and three o’clock on fourth-day morning, the fourth 
day of the ninth month, being fpeechlefs about 
feven hours before. 

A general invitation was given to Friends and 
others, to his funeral, where three teftimonies were 
borne, all in great brokennefs, under a juft fenfe of 
our great lofs. Alter which he was decently inter¬ 
red on the evening of the fame day, in a piece of 
ground which is fince given to Friends for a burial 
place, and on which a meeting-houfe is built, by 
John Pickering, the governor of the ifland at that 
time. 

It 
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It is faid in the Scriptures, That the righteous 
are taken away, and no man layeth it to heart; but 
I hope, it may be truly laid, this was not the cafe at 
this time, for Friends in general, much lamented 
their great lofs, in being fo foon deprived of fo in- 
ftru&ive a Friend and elder, whole care over us was 
very great ■, and who, by his loving and exemplary 
life, and tendernefs to people of all ranks and pro- 
feffions, engaged the love and refpe£t of moll of the 
people in the ifland. We are fully allured, that his 
labour among us was not in vain, and that many 
have felt the good effects of it j fo that we believe 
fome of the laffc words he expreffed in publick, may 
jultly be applied to him, and that he now enjoys a 
crown of righteoufnefs. 

THE 
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N K I N D, 
T H I L O U • G H 

JESUS CHRIST our Lord. 

And there came a Voice out of the Cloud, faying, {This (i. e. Chrifl) 

is my beloved Son, hear ye him, Luke ix. 35. 

Jfye love me, keep my Cotmnandments, John xiv. 15. 

For God fo loved the World, that he gave his only begotten Son, 

that whofoever believed in him, might not perifh, but have ever- 
lajling Life, John iii. 16. 

- - - --- -- - - - —   -   . - - --— ■- ■■ —■■■ ^ » 

PREFACE to the READER. 

IN fincerity and unfeigned love, both to God and 
man, were thefe lines penned : I defire thee to 

perufe them in the fame love, and then, peradven- 
ture, thou mayeft find fome fweetnefs in them. Ex- 
pe£b not learned phral'es, or florid expreflions; for 
many times heavenly matter is hid in mean fenten- 
ces, or wrapped up in plain expreflions, It fame- 
times pleales God to reveal the mylteries of his 

1 kingdom. 



kingdom, through the grace of his Son our Lord 
Jefus Chrift, to babes and fucklings, and he often¬ 
times ordains praifes out of their mouths; one of 
which, reader, I defire thou may be. 

My intent in writing thefe fheets is, that they, 
through the help of God’s grace and the good fpiric 
of Chrift, may ftir up true love in thee ; firft, to God 
and Chrift, and then to man: then thou wilt be fit 
to be efpoufed to him who is altogether lovely (that 
is, Chrift) which is the defire of him that" is thy 
friend, more in hearc than word, 

T. CHALK LEY. 

Having b een concerned for the good and 
welfare of the children of men in my youthful 

days, and tailed of the infinite love of God, in and 
through his dearSon the holy Lamb Jefus, who laid 
down his life for the fins of the world ; and, in my 
tender years reaped great benefit, through faith in, 
and obedience unto him : for truly I have found, by 
fufficient experience, that one without the other, to 
wit, faith without works, will not anfwer the end of 
the great love of Chrifc Jefus our Lord, in that he 
offered himfelf a facrifice for all mankind; not for 
people to live in fin, but to take away the fin of the 
world : in a word, (C Faith without works is dead/3 
James ii. 20. For my part I found it fo, and fo muft 
all true believers in the Son of God. 

Chrift he firft loved us, and paid that debt for us, 
that of onrfelves we were not able to do. Oh his 
infinite love ! it hath oftentimes melted my foul in- 
to tendernefs. Methinks it is abundance of pity, 
that ever the fons of men fhould requite evil for 
good^ or difobediencq for fuch gracious obedience: 

I would 
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I would to God, that all believers in Chrift would 
live in that fear of God, and that love to Chrift, that 
keepeth the heart clean ; becaufe nothing unclean 
can enter the kingdom of heaven. I do not mean a 
flavifh fear, but fear that is wrought by love : for 
them that love the Lord, the great, everlafting God, 
will fear to offend him. 

This is the matter that chiefly beareth ftrefs on my 
mind at this time; the neceflity of love to God and 
Chrift, and one another: cc Eye hath not feen, nor 
4C ear heard, neither hath it entered into the heart of 
“ man, to conceive the things that God hath prepar- 
4C ed for them that love him,” 1 Cor. ii. 9. For my 
part I cannot pretend to tell thee, O man ! to the 
full; but only a little to hint at it: it is joy un- 
fpeakable, and full of glory : but then we mu ft love 
him, lb as to keep his commandments. This is the 
work that I am very earned: in prefling people to, 
whether youth or aged : it is not too foon for the 
young, neither too late for the aged, to begin this 
work of obedience, through faith and love to God 
and Chrift, if h is Spirit is reproving or ftriving in 
them. But it is more honourable and acceptable, 
for a man to give up the ftrength of his days to ferve 
the Lord, and to remember his Creator in the days 
of his youth, before fin is too much rooted and grown 
in man; for then it will be much more labour to 
get the root of unrighteoufnefs plucked up. 

So that in that ability which God hath given me, 
I would endeavour to ftir up all to ferve him, and to 
be in good earneft, and not to put the day of God, 
even the mighty Jehovah, afar off; but to love the 
Lord unfeignedly, and with true obedience ; fince it 
is that facrifice that is only acceptable to God ; that 
is to fay, To love him in deed and in truth, more 
than in word, and with tongue : for againft fuch a 
people, the Lord, by his fervant, complained in old 
time; “ They (faith the Lord) draw nigh to me with 

Y their 
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“ their mouths, and with their lips do honour me 
but, oh t their great mifery was, their hearts were far 
from him; they did not love him with their whole 
hearts; that was their great fault: this thing is 
alfo a great evil in the fight of the great God in this 
our age, and it is too frequent in England, the land 
of my nativity, as alfo in other iflands, and places 
beyond the feas. What lamentation fliall be taken 
up for inch as do fo mock the Lord, the great God of 
love? Surely he will render vengeance, as in flames 
of fire, upon all the wicked and ungodly, and thofe 
that forget him. It is not by faying, but by doing, 
that we are juftified through faith in Chrift : not he 
that faith, Lord, Lord, only; but he that doth his 
will alfo, fhall enter the kingdom. 

Now the will of God, and Chrift his Son, is, That 
we Ihould love him above all; and in loving him, 
we fliall love one another; for Chrift faw the great 
need there was of loving God above all, and alfo of 
loving one another; therefore he anfwered thus to 
him that allied him, Which was the greateft com¬ 
mandment. “ Thou flialt love the Lord thy God 
<fc with all thy heart, and with all thy foul, and with 

all thy mind,” Mat. xxii. 37. 
“ This,” fays Chrift, “ is the firft and great com- 

<c mandment; and thefecond is like unto it, Thou 
cc (halt love thy neighbour as thyfelf: on thefe two 

commandments hang all the law and the pro- 
cc phets,” verfes 38, 39, and 40. 

Now if thefe two great commandments were obey¬ 
ed, it would anfwer God’s great love to us, in lending 
his Son to bids us. Oh ! the glory of God, how it 
would Aiine ! it would make the young men as vali¬ 
ants of IJrael, and the old men as captains of thou¬ 
sands; then Chrift would reign glorioufly indeed, in 
the hearts of the children of men ; here the Lamb 
and his followers (that walk in the light, and that 
commandment* chat bums as a lamp) would get the 

victory 
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viftf«ry over the Devil and his followers : but, on 
the contrary, this is the great error of mankind, they 
talk of God and Chrift in words, but deny him 
in works : nay, feme will not flick to lay, It is im- 
pofiible to keep the commands of Chrift. It is too 
commonly fpoken, and alfo believed,, that there is 
no perfection on this fid# the grave, contrary to the 
faying of Chrift, C£ be ye perfect, even as your Fa- 
<c th^r, which is in heaven, is perfect,” Mat. v. 48. 
Yet, fay they, it is impoftible; which is as much as 
to fay, Chrift is a hard Matter, in commanding what 
cannot be done, confequently, out of their own 
mouths they will be condemned ; for Chrift is not a 
hard Matter, I teftify againft all fuch unholy and 
imperfeft believers, in iolid fear before the Lord; 
but according to fuch people’s faith and belief, he 
rmift needs be hard. Oh that people would but fo 
love God, and his dear Son, as to ftrive to do his 
commands; for it is impoftible they fhould obey, if 
they do neither believe nor endeavour: but let fuch 
know, that many fhall ftrive, and final 1 not enter; 
much lefs, enter, if they do not ftrive : but we mu ft, 
of neceffity, ftrive, in obedience to his will, and by 
his aftiftance (not in our own natural will) to enter 
in at the ftrait gate : man would enter in with all his, 
pleafant things, and in all his bravery and gallantry 
but God’s will is* that he fhould be brought low, 
that he might exalt him. Oh ! this felf, it is a great 
enemy to mankind. 

My intention is to awaken people out of the 
fleep of fin, which is death; and to ftir them up to 
righteoufnefs, and love to the Lord, and their neigh¬ 
bour, even with their whole heart: this is what my 
heart breathes to, and fupplicates the Lord of hea¬ 
ven for: then would the end of my labour, in his 
love, be anfvvered; for great is the love of God in 
fending his Son, and alfo in fending his iervants, 
and flirting them up to roufe people out of the fleep 
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of fecurity, that they might fee the danger they arc 
in, and how near they lie to the brink of the pit of 
burning. Oh ! that people would but ferioufly con- 
fider that which is fhewed and told them in the love of 
the Lord. Oh ! that it might be laid to heart. How¬ 
ever, whether they will hear or forbear, God will be 
clear, and his fervants alfo will be clear. But if we 
not only hear, but alfo obey, that peace which paf- 
feth the underftanding of men (that our Lord giveth 
to his followers) will be our portion, and the lot of 
our inheritance for ever: but this is on condition of 
obedience, and keeping the commands of God : €i If 
<c ye love me, keep my commandments,” Johnny. 
15. faith the Lord. So, if people live in faying, and 
not in doing, in profeffing and confelfing, yet ftill 
living in pride and high-mindednefs, and in fin, it is 
apparent they do not love Chrift Jefus, according to 
his own words, neither doth he juftify them ; it is 
only the doers that he will juftify. The apoftle 
fays, Cf If a man fays, he loves God, and yet hateth 

his brother, he is a liar,5’ 1 John iv. 20. and by 
plain Scripture teftimony, fuch are not of God: 
moreover, if he fays, he loves Chrift, yet doth not 
his layings, he is alfo a liar, and the truth is not in 
him, or Chrift is not in him; who faid, I am the 
truth ; and thus man becomes reprobated ; for Paul, 
writing to the brethren, faith, <c Examine yourfelves, 
<c whether you be in the faith, prove your ownfelves; 
<c know ye not your ownfelves, how that Jefus Chrift 
<< is in you, except ye be reprobates,” 2 Cor. xiii. 5. 
Which indwelling of Chrift is a great myftery to 
many; although Chrift within, which the apoftles 
preached, was the hope of the faints glory. Col. i. 27. 
And, oh ! how earned: was Chrift in prayer to his 
Father, that his followers may be one in him, and 
that they might be united together in one, John xvii. 
Such was the love of Chrift to his church; now, what 
remains on the church’s part, fince Chrift has done 
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his part, furely it is, that we love him again ; for, 
faith Johny <c He that loveth not, knoweth not God ; 
4C for God is love,” 1 John iv. 8. They that dwell 
in enmity, are not of the children of God, but the 
children of Satan ; who always hated the appearance 
of Chrift, the light of the world, and yet ftirreth up 
thofe that are led by his dark fpirit, to war againft 
him, and his feed in his children, who faid, I am the 
light of the world. 

But indeed it is as Chrift hath faid. Men love 
darknefs rather than light; and how ftrange is it, 
feeing the one is fo glorious, and the other lb mife- 
rable ? but the reafon is, as Chrift hath fliewed, be- 
caufe their deeds are evil, John iii. 19. That is in¬ 
deed the very caufe ; for if their deeds were good, 
they would love the light which is Chrift Jefus, the 
Lord of Life and Glory, and bring their deeds to 
him, that he might judge them, who will give righ¬ 
teous judgment to every man according to his works, 
John v. 29. The righteous will have their portion 
in the refurredtion of life, joy and peace in the holy 
Ghoft; but the wicked, in the refurredtion of dam¬ 
nation. Oh ! that I might be inftrumental, in the 
hand of the Lord, to open the eyes of fome that are 
fpiritually blind, that they might fee the fplendor, 
the beauty, and the great glory of the dear Son of 
God, that moft excellent light which God hath pre¬ 
pared, according to good old Simeons teftimony of 
him, cc Thou haft,5’ fays he, cc prepared him a light 
<c to enlighten the Gentiles, and to be the glory of 
cc thy people IJraelLuke iii. 32. A glorious 
light indeed ! Truly, methinks every body fnould 
be in love with him : for my part, he is my chiefeft 
joy : I would not part with him for all the pomp 
and vain glory of the world ; neither would I have 
the fhining beams and glorious rays (which comfort 
me for well-doing, and reprove me for, and difcover, 
the contrary) clouded from my fight and underftand- 
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ing, for the fineft gold or choiceft rubies ; fuch is my 
love to Chrift, the Bridegroom of fouls : but, by the 
way, it hath coft me many a tear, and many groan- 
ings in my fpirit, before I came thus to enjoy Chrift, 
who is the beloved of all the redeemed. Oh ! may I 
never give him caufe to withdraw himfelf from dwel¬ 
ling in me. Oh ! the univerfal love bf Chrift ; it is 
everlafting to them that are open-hearted unto him, 
and to all that will hear his voice, fo as to obey it; for, 
fays he, “ I ft and at the door and knock,” that is, the 
door of the heart of man, “ if any man hear my voice, 
‘c and open the door, I will come into him, and will 
<c fup with him, and he with me,” Rev. iii. 20. And 
John lays, And we have known and believed the 

love that God hath to us : God is love, and he that 
cc dwelleth in love, dwelleth in God, and God in 

him,” 1 John iv. 16. A heavenly habitation, and 
gloriousdvdling-place! Who would but endeavour 
to dwell in fove, and forlake enmity, that they might 
attain unto fuch eternal happinefs, as to have their 
abode with the Lord. 

This fukfifs the words of thrift, Cf For he dwel- 
(C leth with yon, and fh'all he in you,” Jobnxiv. 17, 
How was he to be in them ? A comforter for well* 
doing, that they might have the hope of glory, and 
a reprover of fin, felf-righteoufnefs, and wrong judg¬ 
ment. Indeed it was the great love of God, in thus 
fending his beloved Son a light into this dark world, 
to fhew people their evil deeds, and to condemn 
fin in the fldh; for he is thefinful world’s condem¬ 
nation, as well as a Saviour and Juftifier of the righ¬ 
teous and holy believer. The Jews of old hated 
him, and many of them did intend to darken his 
bright and fhining light, but feme of the Jews be¬ 
lieved on him, and after they came truly to believe 
on his name, fpread his gofpel of truth and glad- 
tidings amongft the children of men, and alfofufi’er- 
ed for his name’s fake. It is alfo laid, cc Fie came 
“ unto his own, and his own received him not, but 
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€t as many as received him, to them gave he power 
to become the Tons of God, even to them that be- 

£4 lieve on his name/ John i. 11, id. But what 
fay fuch to him, as account themfelves fpiritual 
Jews5 feeing the apoftle tells us, <c He is not a Jew 
“ that is one outwardly,” Rem. ii. 28. I mean 
thole that call themfelves by his name ; why many 
of them trample upon his light and appearance, and 
defpife the fpirit of his grace, which is a lwiit wit- 
nefsagainft evil, and lets men fee what is good, and 
what is bad ; comforts for the one, and brings judg¬ 
ment and condemnation for the other. I can truly 
fay, I would with my whole heart, that God did 
dwell a comforter in all (or Chrift, or the holy Ghoft, 
or holy Spirit, which are all one.) But this can 
never be, while fin remains and has an evil root in 
mankind ; “ An evil tree cannot bring forth good 
c£ fruit.” By this we may know Chriftians from 
Anti-Chriftians, and lovers of Chrift from them that 
love him not; if we love him, we become fubjedts 
to him, fubjedt to do his will. Oh! it is a brave 
ftation to be the fubjedts of the King of heaven, and 
if we love him unfeignedly with all our might and 
mind, and our neighbours (or them that are already 
his fubjedts) as ourfelves, and with the fword of the 
fpirit valiantly encounter with the Devil and Satan ; 
Oh ! then fliall we be his fubjedts, and he will re¬ 
ceive us into his warfare, and through him we Hi all 
be victorious, for the Lamb and his followers will 
have the victory. I would prefs people in love into 
this warfare, having commiffion from my Mafterand 
Lord, I mean fpiritual, by fhewing them what anxie¬ 
ty of foul, and diftrefs of mind they will procure to 
themfelves, by living in enmity to the Lord, and 
his faints. Oh my foul, I charge thee, with all thole 
that have any regard to the holy Jefus, obey the 
commands of the Lord, and love his followers, or 
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thy neighbour as thyfelf. Let his univerfal Spirit 
of love to ail dwell in thee, oh my foul ! 

I would have all to caft down that which they 
glory in (that is not right in his fight) at his foot- 
ffool, and do like the poor penitent woman, that lay 
and wept at his feet, Luke vii. 38. She thought all 
little enough to get into his favour. Chrift himfelf 
alio was meek and lowly, “ Learn of me,” faid he, 
Mat. xi. 29. All power in heaven and earth was 
given unto him; “Take me,” faid he, “for an 
“ example,” when he walked his fervants feet. Oh 
he was meek and lowly indeed ; and feeing his love 
was fo great to them, and is alfo to us, let us love 
him again, not with feigned love, but with love that 
may manifeft us to be his followers, and in this love 
let us love one another; for this intent our Lord 
iffued forth his royal command, which is this, “ A 
“ new commandment give I unto you, that ye love 

one another; as I have loved you, that ye alfo 
“ love one another : by this fhall all men know that 
“ ye are my difcipies, if ye have love for one ano- 
“ ther,” John xiii. 34, 35. Chrift’s love was un¬ 
feigned to his difcipies, nay, to all the world in ge¬ 
neral; for what greater love can there be, than fora 
man to lay down his life for his friend; and he not 
only laid down his life for his friends, but for his 
enemies alfo, Rom. v. 10. So that his love was 
great and unfeigned : we ought with the fame love 
to love him again, fince that he loved us firft; and 
this cannot be without obedience to his commands. 
Thus undoubtedly we fhould, with true love, love 
him, and one another. This love is exceeding pre¬ 
cious, it thinks no evil, and we may be fure, will not 
do any willingly or knowingly. If a man feeth his 
neighbour or brother in that which is not right, he 
prayeth to the Lord to help him, and tenderly ad- 
monifheth him ; yea, if having this love he wound- 
eth, his wounds are faithful, for “ Faithful are the 
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<c wounds of a friend,” Prov. xxv, 6. He that is 
thus endued with love, is not hindered from reprov¬ 
ing his brother, but if there be a caufe, it rather ftirs 
him up to be faithful therein, without refpedt of per- 
fons. Oh the love that is raifed in them that love 
the Lord above all, it is great to the fons and daugh¬ 
ters of men ; it doth wonderful things *, it is valiant 
for God; it overcomes its enemies : it is not over¬ 
come with evil, but it often overcomes evil with 
good : it fmiteth fin in the gate (that is, in its firft 
appearance) before it be entered into man, fo as to 
fubjedt him thereunto ; it gets vidtory over the de¬ 
vil, for he cannot ftand before God's love. I would 
to God that people did but know the virtue of love 
to Chrift, and one another in him, it would caufe 
them, for the enjoyment thereof, to forfake all man¬ 
ner of enmity one againft another, and all things 
elfe, how near or dear foever ; yea, though they were 
as a right hand, or a right eye, they would be for- 
faken for its fake, and for the fake of him that firft 
loved us : and then we lliould ftrive, through the 
ability of his grace (even the grace or fpirit which 
he told Paul was fufficient for him) to love him a - 
gain, and our neighbour as ourfelf; but this curfed 
felf is loved too much, and our neighbour too lit¬ 
tle. 

Pauly the apoftle of Chrift, did not after his con- 
verfion hate his neighbour, nor was he in enmity 
with them ; indeed when he was Saul, he did op- 
prefs and injure his neareft neighbours and chiefeft 
friends, for that blind zeal was part of that body 
of fin and death that was upon him, and from 
which, by the help of Chrift’s grace, he was deli¬ 
vered, and came to love his enemies, and for their 
good hazarded his life; and for his love to Chrift 
laid it down, as many holy martyrs have done fince 
his time. Surely they had not much regard for 
felf then ! Though it is a common exprefllon now a 
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days, Every man for himfelf, and God for us all • 
but if every one were for his neighbour or his bro¬ 
ther, as much as for himfelf, God would be the more 
for us all. But this lelf-love is in the fight of the 
Lord an abomination, and the great, eternal God 
abhors it: therefore were the firft and fecond com¬ 
mandments given forth. 

If all people would obey thefe two command¬ 
ments, the whole law and the prophets, yea, and the 
gofpel too, would be all obeyed. 

But this felf is a great enemy unto mankind, and 
doth very much hinder his eternal happinefs; it Ihut- 
teth the ear from hearing the caufe of the widow 
and fatherlefs, or of the needy, and drowns the cry 
of the opprelied ; to which we ought not only to lend 
an ear, but alfo to adminifter relief, according to 
their neceffity and our ability. But mankind is too 
apt to defpife the bale or low things of the world, 
and to join with that which is plealant to the eye, 
and agreeable to the lufcof the heart; (like Dives the 
rich glutton of old, who loved felf better than poor 
Lazarus) but do not confider that which is lafting, 
and would do them good for ever. How fliall I ex- 
prefs the excellent glory and eternal fweetnefs of this 
love to the Lord and our neighbour ? Oh ! how is 
my foul grieved, and how doth my fpirit mourn be¬ 
fore the Lord, when I fee any walk contrary to the 
commands of Chrift, or that are in enmity to the 
truth, and in hatred one to another, even from my 
tender years, ever fince God Almighty opened my 
underftanding, and made known to me him that is 
true : and my cry hath been many times to him, 
to keep and preferve me in his true love and fear 
to the end of my days; in love both to him and 
the brethren ; but more efpecially to thole that do 
his will, although there is univerlal love in my heart 
to all. Chrifi laid, “ For whofoever fliall do the 
<c will of my Father which is in heaven, the fame is 

V my 
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cc my brother, and filter, and mother,” Matt. xii. 
50. Therefore my love is more fingly unto thoie. 
The apoftle alfo thus writes concerning love to the 
brethren ; “ We,” fays he, cc know that we have 
6C paffed frosn death unco life,” how did they know 
it ? becaufe we love the brethren : he that loveth 

not his brother, abideth in death,” 1 John iii. 14. 
Are they then in death that are in enmity with the 
brethren ? a flu redly they are, for this enmity is fin ; 
cc And the wages of fin is death,” Rom. vi. 23. and 
thole that are therein, are dead while they live. 1 
wiflh, and heartily pray to the God and Father of Spi¬ 
rits, that from the fnares of death his people may for 
ever be preferved. 

Now i would fhew people fome of the many fnares 
of death and Satan. 

Firft, Some people are too apt to judge one ano¬ 
ther, and to fpeak evil of things they know not, 
except by report and fuppofition, which too often 
lets in enmity, and is not according to the mind of 
Chrift, but is a fnare of the enemy of man’s falva- 
ticn. Surely if people were fenfible thereof, they 
would not fo hardly cenfure one another : for indeed, 
we ought to be well latisfied before we give iudp*- 
ment, and then it ought to be in love, and not in 
enmity. It is better to fuffer than to cenfure, or to 
be judged than to judge. cc Judge not, that ye be 
“ not judged,” Matt. vii. 1. faid the judge of hea¬ 
ven and earth. But people are too much poffeffed 
with uncharitablenefs and revenge one towards ano¬ 
ther, and are not fo ready to forgive one another 
their treipaffes, as the Almighty is to forgive them : 
though to forgive one another their trefpaffes be 
every Chrifharfs duty, and without which, we can- 
PxOt juftly expedt God to forgive us our trefpaffes, 
as Chrift taught, Malt. vi. 14, 15. 

‘Secondly, Perfecution, for righteoufnefs fake, alfo 
is another great branch of that corrupt tree which 

never 
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never did, and never will bring forth good fruit, but 
muft be cut down by the axe of God’s power, which 
is laid to the root of every corrupt tree, in order to 
cut it down ; and the Lord will burn it with un¬ 
quenchable fire. It is the true church’s lot to be 
perfecuted, but fhe never perfecutes any ; for he that 
is her High Prieft for ever, commanded quite the 
contrary, viz. Love to enemies, and to do good 
to them that hated them, and to pray for them that 
defpitefully ufed and perfecuted them, Matt. v. 44. 
They were alfo to rejoice, and to be exceeding glad, 
when all manner of evil was fpoken falfly againft 
them for Chrift’s fake, becaufe great fhould be their 
reward in heaven ; and Chrift obferves, that fo they 
perfecuted the prophets, Matt. v. 11, 12. 

Thirdly, Many are rebelling againft God, and do¬ 
ing defpite to the fpirit of grace in their own hearts, 
and trefpaffing one againft another, not living in love, 
but in enmity againft God and one another. The 
judgment of man is terrible to the rebellious; how 
much more, if men rebel againft God our Saviour, 
will his judgment be juft and dreadful, as he hath 
not only power to kill the body, but can afterwards 
caft the foul into hell ? Oh! that the fons and 
daughters of men would but fear to offend him, 
the King of eternal glory. IJrael, of old, his own 
peculiar people, did fear and tremble before him; 
even all their hoft, his prefence was fo dreadful, 
Exod. xix. 18. And a noble king made a decree, 
that men fhould fear and tremble before the living 
God, Daniel vi. 26. 

Oh ! that all would work out their falvation with 
fear and trembling, according to Scripture tefti- 
mony, Phil. ii. 12. I defire all people might thus 
love the Lord, then fhould we fear exceedingly to 
offend him : alfo if one man did truly love ano¬ 
ther very well, were the cafe thy own, thou wouldeft 
very unwillingly offend him, whom thou loveft dear- 
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ly ; fo if we love Chrift in deed and in truth, then 
we fhould fear to offend him, and mull of neceffity 
love one another alfo : fo (ball we fulfil the great 
commands, that the whole law and the prophets 
hang on. 

Fourthly, I have alfo many times been grieved, 
when I have heard curfing and fwearing, and the 
Lord’s name taken in vain, which many too much 
abound in, by lea and land, and too little confider, 
that God will not hold them guiltlefs, Exod. xx. 7. 
I am fure this is far from obeying him. Oh ! the 
deep fenfe of this great fin, it hath been, and is, of 
great moment, and is a great concern on my mind : 
vengeance from heaven is, and will be the portion of 
all fuch, that thus violate the mind and will of God. 
Jud gment, judgment, is the lot and inheritance of 
all the wicked, who remain and live in wickednefs. 
Although the Lord is flow to anger, and of great lov- 
ing-kindnefs, and his mercy endureth for ever to 
them that truly repent of evil, and do that which is 
good*, yet he has alfo prepared weeping, wailing, 
and gnafhing of teeth, for them that continually 
live in fin. There is a poffibility of finning, until 
there is no mercy nor grace for man ; witnefs the 
words of God; “ My Spirit fhall not always ftrive 
“ with man, for that he alfo is fiefh,” Gen. vi. 3. 
Butthofe that are willing to put the day of God afar 
off, are ready to fay, Chrift is our advocate with the 
Father; he maketh interceffion for our fins ; (very 
well) but it is conditionally : it is, if thou wilt re¬ 
pent and fin no more. [Mark that well] repentance, 
without finning no more, will not do, John viii. 11. 
Confeffion is very good, but forfaking is abundance 
better: confeffion, without forfaking, will ftand in 
little ftead in the day of account. 

fifthly, Alfo being drunk with wine, or with 
ftrong drink; drunkennefs is a great fin : firlt 
againft God, and fecondly, the abule of God’s mer¬ 

cies 
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cies and good creatures. And by this frame of 
drunkennefs, men are often fitted for any bufinefs 
that their mailer the Devil may call them to ; fo that 
this great fin ought to be ilridtly watched againft. 
Surely if men had any good defires in their hearts, 
or any 'love to God, they would refrain from fuch 
great wickednefs. I admire how people can expecl 
mercy from God, or the interceffion of Chrift, when 
they are piercing his fides, and putting of him to 
open fhame: for thole that are finning againft him, 
are piercing of him. How can fuch expedl he will 
intercede for them, when they have deait fo fhame- 
fully with him, and grieved him, and from time to 
time difobeyed his voice ? now fuppofe a man ftood 
condemned before a judge, and that at the judge's 
right hand there fat one who had oov/er in his hand, 
and this poor condemned perfon hopes he will in¬ 
tercede for him; and yet this poor wretch has done 
to him as before-mentioned, what grounds can 
he have to hope for interceffion, clemency, or lenity, 
while he believes he can do no otherwife than fin 
againft him all his days ? for my part, I think his 
faith, hope and belief, is but vain ; without any 
reafon or ground. But he that loveth Chrift Jefus, 
the Lord of life and glory, fo as to keep his com¬ 
mandments, the Lord will love him, and intercede 
for him, and make himfelf known unto him ; accord¬ 
ing to his words, which he fpake, He that hath 
<c my commandments, and keeps them, he it is 
<c that loveth me, and he that loveth me, {hall be 
<c loved of my Father; and I will love him, and 
<c manifeft myfelf unto him,John xiv, 21. 

Sixthly, Covetoufnefs, which is idolatry, is alfo 
another great fnare of the enemy, and many are 
caught therein. It is in vain for the covetous to 
fay, he hath a fhare in the love of God ; for he hath 
neither love to the Lord, nor to his neighbour. A 
poor naked man might afk him long enough for re¬ 

lief. 
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lief, or for his coat, before he would give him his 
hand to help, or coat either, or any manner of re¬ 
lief: although Chrift exprefly commanded it, c< Give 
<c to him that afketh, and from him that would bor- 
“ row, turn not thou away,” Matt. v. 42. How 
can any be fo hard-hearted, to fee his brother's, or 
his neighbour's poverty, and not adminifter of his 
ability to the needful's neceflity ? but fays the cove¬ 
tous or mifcrable man, I have children, or a family 
to take care of: but too often covetoufnefs brings a 
curie, and not a blefiing, upon family and children 
alfoo Perhaps one that is covetous may fay, that 
charity begins at home : but let him remember, 
that if it doth begin there, the confequence mod 
commonly is very bad, when it ends there. Every 
Chriftian hath need to have charity, in his bread, in 
a two-fold fenfe, or elfe there is no proper pretence 
to Chridianity; in fnort, covetoufnefs is out of the 
love either to God or man : all thofe, with abund¬ 
ance more, that I fhall forbear to mention, are emi¬ 
nent fnares of the Devil 3 and Satan layeth them ac¬ 
cording to the propenfity of man and woman, and 
fuits them with their nature. Oh ! I will warrant 
thee he will colour them finely, and put a pleafant 
glofs upon them, to betray thy foul, and keep it in 
bondage for ever. 

Seventhly, It is he that tells the murderer, that it 
is better to live a merry life and fihort, than to take 
pains and care all his life-time; and the thief like- 
wife, with the robber. 

Eighthly, It is he alfo that tells the whoremong¬ 
ers and drunkards, that fo many people are in thefe 
practices, becaufe it is natural for people to be fo 
overcome: but he doth not tell them, that by nature 
ail are children of wrath, and that without this luft- 
ful nature be overcome, there is no falvation, Eph+ 
ii. 3. 

Ninthly, 
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Ninthly, It is he that tells the fwearers, they are 
fo nfed to it, that it is impofiible for them to leave 
it off. He never bids them repent and forfake, that 
they might find mercy with God and C-hrift that 
died for them ; but died not that they lliould live in 
fin. 

1 enthly, It is he that tells the covetous, it is good 
to be faving, and not to fpend all his fubftance in 
gluttony and pride •, no, he will bid him hate pride, 
and that he lliould not give much alms, though rich 
in this world; for the Devil will tell him, that it is 
proud people do it only in ambition, and to be feen 
of men; but he will not tell him, it is a fin to be 
covetous: he alfo tells the proud, that they are 
counted happy, and that pride is counted good for 
the promoting the common-wealth, and that it is as 
good to be out of the world, as out of the fafhion; 
he tells them, that pride is neatnefs, and how many 
pretty excufeshe has, to keep people in pride, is ad¬ 
mirable ; he doth not tell them, thatChrift the Lord 
was meek and lowly, and that they fhould take him 
for an example. He, the Lord, did not come in 
iplendor and glory, outwardly ; but plain in fpeech, 
and alfo in apparel, wearing a coat without a feam, 
being cloathed and adorned with the robes of righte- 
oufnefs and love. This is my beloved ! may he be 
thine alfo, gentle reader. Oh ! how lovely is he ? 
he is the chiefeft of tens ofthoufands. I intreat you, 
oh ye children of men, both fons and daughters! 
Do not you offend Chrift by difobeying of him, 
the bridegroom of the righteous; but, I befeech 
you, in his fweet and tender love, if vou have of¬ 
fended him by finning againft him, oh ! for the 
Lord’s fake, and your own fouls fake, do fono more, 
but unfeignedly repent; and then, in his due time, 
when he hath tried you, and found you faithful, he 
will embrace you with the fweet embraces of his love, 

which 
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which is better than wine, and far excels the love of 
women. 

Now if the poor creature did but love the Lord its 
Maker, above all, and its fellow-creature as itfelf, 
the enemy of mankind would be overcome, and we 
made more than conquerors, through him that hath 
loved us, even Chrift Jefus our Lord ; and man and 
woman would fee all thefe abovefaid evil things to 
be abominable, and perhaps many more which I have 
not mentioned, infomuch that felf would be abhor¬ 
red as in duft and allies, and the Lord would be 
loved and glorified above all, for which end he 
created mankind : but, certain it is, that this end 
cannot be anfwered, nor the Lord fo loved, without 
fin be forfaken and hated; for the Devil is the author 
of fin, and Chrift of righteoufnefs. 

<c I,” fays Chrift, cc am the way, the truth, and 
z< the life, John xiv. 6. and again, John viii. 12. 
‘f I am the Light of the world.” Oh ! faith my foul, 
in abundance of love and good-will unto the fons 
and daughters of men, that they would but walk in 
the way of truth, and the true light of the world, 
then they would fee clearly the fnares of Satan 5 
which that every one, even male and female (efpe- 
cially thofe that profefs Chriftianity) might do, and 
sfcape the fame, is the very defire of my foul : even 
fo prayeth him, that through the Spirit of Jefus 
Chrift, and ability of his grace, labours for the fal- 
nation of mankind. 

T. CHALK LET. 

£ FRUITS 
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FRUITS 
O F 

DIVINE MEDITATION 

At S E A, in die Year 1699. 

Blefjed is the Man that walketh not in the Counfel of the Un¬ 

godly, nor Jlandeth in the Way of Sinners, nor fitteth in the 

Seat of the Scornful; hut his Delight is in the Law of the 

Lord, and in his Law doth he meditate Day and Night, 

Pfalm i. 1, 2. 

Lay np for yourfelves Dr e a fur e in Heaven, Matt. vi. 20. 

i- |T is good for man, whofe breath is in his 
JL noftrils, to think upon his Maker as much as 

in him lieth, both night and day : 
2. Who is the Fountain of all mens happinefs, 

and the Ocean of their blifs ; not only in this world, 
but in that which is to come, even to all eternity. 

3. How fweet is that meditation that is on the 
fovereign Lord of heaven, and on the Prince of ever- 
laiting Glory. 

4. No earthly thing is to be compared with it; 
all the glory, all the pomp and vanity of this fading 
tranfitory world, is not comparable with it : divine 
and inward contemplation upon God, is no leis than 
heaven upon earth to the foul. 

5. This 
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5. This mine eye hath feen; for which I humbly 
bow before the great Lord of all, whofe goodnefs to 
man cannot fully be fet forth, neither by the molt 
excellent orator, nor with a ready writer’s pen. 

6. God delighteth in thole that are intent in look¬ 
ing unto him; and it is man's duty to look to him, 
over all vifible things, 

7. How profitable, and greatly advantageous it 
is to the foul, to be inward with God. Oh! it is 
altogether admirable. 

8. The unfpeakable treafures of life and of wif- 
dom, are to be found in inward meditation and holy 
contemplation on God. 

9. When a man, in this fort, is delighting him- 
felf with his Maker, and advifing with him, he can 
want no good thing. In days of old God was, now 
is, and ever will be, found by man in this inward 
concern of the foul. 

10. A man in this ftate will always curb high 
thoughts of felf, as being in the prefence of the Al¬ 
mighty ; for then he is truly fenfrble of his prefence : 
who is that will vaunt, or carry himfelf loftily, when 
God is preferit, and he confiders it. 

11. Indeed the prefence of the Almighty is every 
where, but many have loft the fenfe thereof, for want 
of inward thoughts on God, and ftudious contem¬ 
plation on the King of heaven, whofe fovereignty is 
fweet over the works of his hands. 

12. He is full of grace, and full of truth, full of 
mercy, and full of juftice: his law is light, and his 
commands are as burning lamps; in a word, he is 
full of heavenly Majefty and divine power, lb that 
no characters can fet forth the fulnefs of God. 

13. Oh ! that man were rightly fenfible of thefe 
things; it would caufe him, with an humble heart, 
to implore the Majefty of heaven for his favour, and 
petition.him for the aid and afliftance of his grace, 
to do. his holy and heavenly will. 

Z 2 ' 14, Man 
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14. Man would then fee his own weaknefs and 
poverty, and how unable he is to do, or work, any 
good thing of himfelf, without the help of the holy 
Spirit: 7 

15. Which gift, God through Chrift giveth to 
that foul which is inward in its thoughts upon God ; 
whofe wildom and power is paft finding out, unlefs 
in this frame of mind the Lord reveals it 

16. But worldly thoughts, and vain cogitations, 
hinder th._ mind fiom being with God, the fountain 
of all good. 

17. Evil works or words alfo flupify the mind, 
and deaden the 1110ft noble part of man, fo that flavifh 
fear, inftead of that fear which is mixed with true 
love and honour, is begotten in the heart. 

lS. All things of any evil tendency entertained 
in the foul, are an obftrubtion to its duty to God. 

19. Who would but lay up treafure in heaven, 
that the heart might alfo be there? And what trea¬ 
sure like that in heaven, or what place fo fit to lav it 
in as this is ? 1 

20. If a man did but, with confiderate thoughts, 
weigh in his mind the ihortnefs and uncertainty of 
time in tins lire, and tne boundlels ocean of eternity 
with a life of blils and glory, or elfe of woe and 
milery, that will never end. 

21. Without !us heart be harder than a flinty 
rock, it would lead him into tendernefs, ferious 
thoughts on the name of God, and into humiliation, 

22. Chi lit Jelus, the anointed of God, was found 
greatly in humiliation; even he who laid, “ Learn 
“ of me, and follow me, who am meek and low in 
<c heart.” God calls for humility of all men. He 
beholds the proud and fcornful afar off. 

23. Every proud and exalted thought God will 
bring to judgment, and likewife fuch words and 
addons. 

24. And 
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24. And indeed, the thing added or done mud 
firft be conceived, or thought, before it be brought 
forth ; for out of the abundance of the heart the 
mouth fpeaketh, and the man acteth. 

25. Therefore to have the thoughts of the heart 
on God, and to contemplate on heaven, and heavenly 
things, is truly excellent. 

26. And although this incumbent duty of man 
is fo averfe to him, in his natural date, yet it is mod 
eafy, fweet and pleafant to the foul, when the mind is 
bent after, and let on heavenly things. 

27. And that which is dill more admirable is, 
that God is the alone comfort, joy, helper, leader 
and condufher of fuch a foul. 

28. But, oh ! the thoughts of man are too much 
taken up with earthly and perifhing things, being 
content with the fhadow or (hell of divine contem¬ 
plation, righteoufnefs, and true religion 3 fo that too 
few are earnedly feeking the fubdance thereof. 

29. That the noble creature man, which God 
hath made but a little lower than the angels, and 
given him power over thofe creatures that are more 
ignoble than himfelf, fhould fo degenerate from his 
Maker, as to fix his thoughts on terredrial things, 
is admirable to heaven-born fouls, whofe God is the 
Lord. , 

30. Which way can the foul look or turn itfelf, 
but that it mud needs fee the glory of the God of 
heaven, unlefs the God of this world hath blinded 
the eye of the mind ? 

31. Look upwards, and we may behold the 
brightnefs of his glory in the firmament, and the 
workmanfhip of his hands in the fun, moon and 
'ftars. 

32. Or, if we look on the earth, or in the fea, we 
may fee his great wonders; and if, in fincerity we 
behold the heavenly works of his hands with an eye 

Z 3 of 
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of faith, oh ! how can it do any lefs but draw deep 
confiderations of the omnipotence of God ? 

33. 'i hus beholding the works of God, and look¬ 
ing on his works of old, and the noble a£ts which he 
hath done in former times, will raife holy defires to 
be with him, and to be in his prefence, when time to 
us in this world fhall be no more. 

34* It will alfo beget a loving fear of the Lord in 
the foul, left that it fhould offend him. 

35. Such a foul will be inwardly concerned be¬ 
fore the Lord, and will feek him with unwearied 
travail of fpirit. 

36. After this manner will that foul cry to God., 
in the fpirit of prayer and ^application, that is travel¬ 
ling towards the city, whofe builder and maker is 
God. 

37. Lord, I am poor, do thou make me rich ; I 
am needy, oh ! (Lengthen me, even me, oh my hea¬ 
venly father ! for I am the leaft of many : oh my 
Saviour, have mercy upon me ! 

38. Thou feeft my weaknefs, and knoweft my 
want, and how unable I am of myfclf to do thy 
will ; give me grace or elfe I die; lave me by the 
power and by the fpirit of thy Son, or elfe I perifh 
for ever. 

39. Lord, I believe; my faith is in thee, and in 
the power of thine anointed, help mine unbelief, for 
Jefus’s fake, I humbly pray thee, oh thou great 
Creator of the children of men ! 

40. Oh ! great, eternal God, thou knoweft my 
fecret defires, and the private devotion of my heart. 

41. My fighing and tears are after thee, 0I1 thou 
beloved of my foul ! 

42. All the profit and pleafure that is in this 
world is nothing, and lefs than nothing, in compari- 
fon of thee, and the enjoyment of thy prefence, oh 
thou Lord of life and glory, 

43, Thou 
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43. Thou great Creator of all things, from whom 
all things have their being, fend forth the Spirit of 
thy Son into my heart, whereby with acceptance I 
may cry, Abba, Father. 

44. Oh! holy Father, let me feel thy power, 
that I may be able to make war, in thy righteouf- 
nefs, againft the enemy of my poor foul. 

45. Great, eternal God, give me wifdom to walk 
uprightly before thee, and before the children of 
men : oh that my foul may feek after it for ever ! 

46. With which, oh Lord, fill my earthen veiTel, 
for Jefus’s fake, that 1 may be gentle and eafy to be 
entreated to do thy will, fo that 1 may never rebel 
againft thee. 

47. Lord do not tarry long from me ; for if thou 
hidcft thy face, I am troubled ; or when the curtain is 
drawn between me and my Maker, then my fpirit 
within me languifheth. 

48. Therefore, Q Lord, arife, and the thoughts 
that are at enmity with thee fhall be fcattered from 
my foul. 

49. Then fhall my foul be a fit receptacle for 
thee, and a temple thou deft delight to dwell in, oh 
living God ! 

50. And, holy Father, as thou haft begotten thofe 
thoughts and defires in my foul, fo do for many 
more of the fens and daughters of men. 

51. Such afoul, whofe thoughts and meditations 
are on this wile. Almighty God never did and never 
will reject, or caft off. 

52. Heaven and earth may pafs away, but the 
mercy and goodnefs of the Lord God of heaven and 
earth will not pals away from thole that are thus in¬ 
wardly exercifed before him. 

53. The holy men of God, and the faithful in 
ages paft, bore teftimony to thefe truths. 

54. And there is that of God, in the fouls of the 
faithful., that can lay Amen to the fame. 

Z 4 55. « I 



360 Fruits of Divine Meditation at Sea. 

“ 1 W.U1 never leave thee, norforfake thee,” 

love him truT;8 ^ ” a"d c0"“rai"g ‘hofe who 

cc 5tu' r Fieaun°r’ WOrm ?aeeb> for 1 will be with 
« firee,i?lihanhe Lord i lf ^ou goeft through the 

« ift !4 u110/ k,ndle uPon thee, and if thou 

" fheeft” hr0Ugh tHe WatCr’ k Aal1 n0t overwhelm! 
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A N 

EXHORTATION 

T O 

YOUTH and OTHERS, 

TO FOLLOW; 

Being Part of a LETTER from T. Chalkley 

to a Friend in Dublin. 

LET the young man and maiden diligently read 
the holy Scriptures; and whenever they come 

to a paffage that affedts them, let them not only turn, 
down that leaf, but let them be fure that it hath 
place in their hearts : and when they read of a good 
man or woman, then let them earnefdy pray, and 
fervently cry to the Lord, the great God, and holy 
Father of our dear Lord Jefus Chrift, and God of all 
the righteous in all ages, that he would pieafe to 
make them like to thofe h;s dear children and fer- 
vants. Oh ! that all young people mignt not forget 
this great command of God, c< Honour thy parents, 
cc that thy days may be long upon the land which 
<c the Lord thy God giveth thee.5> How many flub- 
born youths hath the Lord cut off in their prime, 
and in me flower of their days? and on the other 
hand, how hath the great Almighty bleffed, profper- 
ed, preferved and honoured thole that have been 
ooedient to their parents, and honoured their parents 

and 
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and elders ? and let the young men and maidens 
note this, That none truly honour their parents and 
elders, but thofe who are pious and virtuous ; fuch 
were Jofeph, Samuel, David, and Solomon; as alfo king 
Jofiah, who began to reign at eight years old. God 
Almighty gives many a good ienl'e of his grace at 
that age, and thereabouts; he ordaineth praife many 
times out of the mouths of babes and buddings. 
Let the youth endeavour to follow thofe good and 
great men; and for their inllru&ion, I fhall give a 
touch of the above five worthies. 

Firft, In particular, beginning with Jofeph. His 
father fent him to his brethren •, he went willingly, 
though his brethren hated him; and when it was in 
his power to hurt them, he rendered them good for 
their evil; a good example for both young and 
old. And when tempted to fin by his miftrefs in 
Egypt, he faid, “ How can I do this great wicked- 
“ nefs, and fin againft God ?” Who highly favour¬ 
ed him for his piety, virtue and chaftity. 

Secondly, Samuel, for whom his mother prayed 
earneftly to the Lord; and when he had given him 
to her, Ihe gave him to God again: a good pattern 
for all mothers. When he was but a little lad, the 
Almighty called him, and he thought it had been 
Eli; up he gets, and faid, c Thou calledft me ?’ 
‘ No,’ faid the old man, c I did not call thee, lie 
* down again.’ He did not grumble, as many of 
our youths do : the Lord called again ; he willingly 
runs to Eli; he did not love his bed fo much as obe¬ 
dience, and faid, ‘ Thou didft call me.’ Eli obferv- 
ing that God had fpoke to the child, faid to him, 
when he calieth again, fay, “ Speak Lord, for thy 
“ lervant heareth.” Let old ones mind this, and 
encourage their youth to anfwer the call of God 
betimes: fo God calls again, and he anfwers, 
u Speak Lord, for thy fervant heareth.” The Lord 
by his grace calls to little ones, many times in the 
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midft of their play, and fometimes in their beds : 
oh ! that our youth may do and lay as little Samuel 
that they may grow as he did, and be in favour with 
God and man. 

Thirdly, David, his father's youngeft fon, kept 
his fheep, and in that innocent employ the Lord was 
with him to admiration ; his father fent him to his 
brethren : but Eliab> his eldeft brother, frowned 
upon him and reviled him ; he only made this foft 
reply. Is there not a caufe ? He overcame the great 
Philiftine, in the name of the God of IJrael\ and 
God highly exalted him for his uprightnefs, finceri- 
ty and piety, which was very great: for notwith- 
ftanding Saul would have killed him; yet when 
David had him in his power, he fpared him, info- 
much that Saul wept, and faid, It a man find his 
<c enemy, will he let him go ?’* And there was lov¬ 
ing greetings between them : fo he overcame the 
evil of Saul1 s heart, by the good that was in his ; 
according to thofe holy expreffions of the apoftle 
Pauly Rom. xii. 21. cc Be not overcome of evil, but 
cc overcome evil with good." Words worthy to be 
writ in letters of gold, and more worthy to be ob- 
ferved and praftifed. 

Fourthly, Solomon, who afked of God wifdom, be¬ 
ing in his own eyes but as a little child, faid unto 
the Lord, “ Give unto thy fervant an understanding 
<c heartwhich requeft God granted him, and 
gave him alfo riches and honour. Oh ! fee the be¬ 
nefit of pieafing God, young men and young 
women. 

Fifthly, Jofiahy a young prince and king: how 
zealous was he for God’s fervice and worfhip: 
what a wonderful reformation he made in the land, 
and how was he lamented at his death, as generally 
all good zealous men and women are, either old or 
young. 
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Having touched a little of the young men, let me 
juft a little remember the young women alfo: as for 
example, Ivutfo and Abigail, two dilcreet young 
women; the firft very loving, kind and tiue to 
Naomi, her mother-in-law; a good pattern for all 
daughters-in-law : “ Entreat me not,” faid fhe, 
<c to leave thee-, for where thou goeft, I will <y0\ 

and where thou lodgeft, I will lodge ; and where 
<c tfou dieft, there will I be buried : thy people 
<c fha11 be my people, and thy God my God.” The 
Lord abundantly rewarded her for this godly refo- 
lution. Boaz had a feme of her virtue and piety, 
and faid, ( All the city of my people doth know, 
‘c that thou art a virtuous woman.” Which doubt- 
lefs was a ftrong motive for him to love her; and 
that love commonly lafts till death : whereas, where 
money is a motive, it often happens that many evils 

Alfo wife Abigail, her ingenious fpeech to David, 
and contrivance to hinder him from fliedding blood, 
which he was coming to do, thinking he had caufe^ 
but prevented by her wifdom : which, to be fure, 
was a great motive to him to love her, after Nabal’s 
death, and to take her to wife. She was no proud 
woman: “For,” faid Ihe, “ let thy handmaid ferve 
“ to wafti the feet of the fervants of my Lord.” 
Much might be laid, but I defign brevity. 

As there are many good examples in holy Scrip¬ 
ture, whereby young people might be ftirred up to 
virtue, fo alfo there are examples of the judgments 
of God on difobedient, impious, vain and ungodly 
men and women, even young and old. Oh ! let our 
youth confider, I befeech them, wicked, difobedient 
Abjalom, and poor Dinah; alfo the prince and the 
Moabitijlo damfel, whom zealous Phineas flew ; for 
God was angry, and is angry with the wicked every 
day. 

The 
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The before-mentioned good men and women were 
in the time of the law; and let me add to them, 
the holy pattern and good example of our great 
Lord and bluffed Mailer, who “ loved righteoufnefs, 
“ and hated wickednefs, therefore he was highly 
<c exalted, and anointed with the oil of gladnefs 
“ above his fellows : he had the heathen given him 
“ for his inheritance, and the utmoft parts of the 
“ earth for his polfelfionand, what is more, all 
power in heaven and earth. 

Oh ! dear young men and maidens ! he is our 
great pattern, whom we are, and ought, to take for 
our example; walking in all humility and reve¬ 
rence : “ He,” faith Chrift, cc that will be my dif- 
“ ciple,” that is, his fcholar, “ muft take up his 
Ci crofs, deny himfelf, and follow me.” Oh blelfed 
pattern ! Oh glorious example ! let us follow him 
whilft we have breath in this world ; it was always 
well for them that followed him. What think ye, 
oh young men and maidens! had it not been well 
for that rich young man, that he had left all and fol¬ 
lowed dear Jefus : be ye your own judges ; look on 
your pattern, i. e. Chrift jefus, when he was but 
twelve years old, lee what he was doing ; forget not 
that faying which his mother laid up in her"heart, 
“ Will ye not that I muft be about my Father’s 
“ bufinefs r” Oh, dear youths ! it is good bufinefs, 
I can fay through fome good experience j -let me 
tell you for your edification, I have ferved my Maf- 
ter, holy Jefus, and followed him feveral years ac— 
coiding to the oeft of my uoclerftanding, and 1 have 
always found him a good Mailer; his lervice is 
fweet, and his work is delightful. I have a great 
deal more to lay for my Lord and Mailer, but my 
defign is orevity : “ His yoke is eafy, and his bur- 
“ then is light.” He hath find it, and 1 have expe- 
rier.ced^it. Wherefore I am the more free to invite 
you to follow him, and be his fcholars. An emi¬ 

nent 
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nent fervant and fcholar of his faid, “ Be ye fol- 
“ lowers of me, even as I alio am of GiriH.” The 
apoRle Paul exhorts climothyy a young fcholar, and 
his fon in the faith, to be a good example to others; 
as alfo his fon 'Titus* We are aifo told of four young 
women who were prophetefles, and divers others; a 
more particular account of whole exemplary lives 
and actions, are recorded in holy Scripture for our 
learning ; unto which, with the grace of God in the 
heart, 1 recommend all young men and women, and 
conclude thele lmall tokens of my very dear love 
in Chrilt, our holy Lord and Mafter, defiring the 
above may be as fo many patterns for them to follow* 

/ 
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A 
V 

LOVING INVITATION 

T O 

YOUNG and OLD, 

In Holland and elfewhere, to feek and love 

Almighty God, and to prepare in Time for 

their Eternal Welfare. 

Seek ye the Lord while he may he founds and call ye upon 
him while he is near, Ifa. Iv. 6. 

To the READER. 

HAVING from my childhood been a lover of 
the Dutch, and that love being increafed by 

travelling in Holland and Germany, it came weightily 
on my mind to invite and perfuade this people?with 
others, into whofe hands this may come, and efpe- 
cially the youth) to lov^e, ferve and fear the Lord, 

the Almighty, the Great Jehovah, and that they 
fiifS^feek the kingdom of God, and his righteouinefs, 
as Chrift exhorts or commands, Mat. vi. 33. Thofe 
ponderous and extraordinary expreffions, with the 
large promife thereto annexed, are well worth the 
due notice and weighty confideration of all, both 
youth and aged; but ieem to be very apt to the 
llace and condition of thofe that are juft entering 
into the bufinefs and affairs of the world. Oh ! 

that 
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that the youth had but faith in the blefled Lord 
Jesus, and owned his pure doftrine, now in their 
tender years; and in the prime of their days, “ that 
“ they would remember their Creator in the days of 
“ their youth, before the evil days come;” oh! that in 
their bloffoming and blooming fpring-time, they 
might be like to lovely branches, and growing trees 
of righteoufnefs, bearing much fruit, much good fruit 
of piety and virtue : c ‘ in which,” faith our holy Lord 
J<d US Chrift, “ is your heavenly Father glorified.” 
This is the real and hearty defire of my foul for the 
youth of this and all generations, male and female, 
yea, both young and old in all nations throughout the 
world. The univerfal love of God flows and over¬ 
flows in my foul like a living ftream at this time, as 
aifo at many others, to all my fellow mortals: Oh 
the great love of God in Chrift Jefus, our great, holy 
and good Father, Lord and Mafter, is wonderful to 
mortals ' whofe divine love is abundantly, and alfo - 
univerfally, fhed abroad to all nations, through his 
eternal Spirit and grace in the hearts of thefonsand 
daughters of men, in order to draw, lead and guide 
men and women from earth to heaven. 

Thus being defirous, according to my meafure, 
to promote truth and righteoufnefs in the earth ; alfo 
being fenfible of the love, mercy and goodnefs of 
God in my very young and tender years, 1 am willing, 
for the fake of well-inclined young men and women, 
to fend forth into the world this loving invitation : 
and am defirous, for the love I bear to the people of 
the Dutch nation, that this might be tranflated into 
the Dutch language; hoping it may be beneficial to 
fome well-inclined fouls, in order to ftir them up to 
feek, ferve and love Almighty God. Amen. 

So wifheth, and heartily prayeth, a friend to, and 
lover of all mankind, 

T. CHALK LED 
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.1 IT is a thing truly excellent, for mortals to love 
ferve and fear him that made them, and gave unto 

all, life and being: and to begin this work betimes, 
is very advantageous to the never dying loul. It 
is alfo an indifpenfible duty, which is incumbent 
upon everyone, male and female; and whoever is 
found in the negleft thereof, will certainly have 
caufe dearly to repent it, and unlefs they do repent 
before they go hence and fee man no more, will be 
miferable to all eternity. Which folid confideration 
hath often been weighty on my mind, and I could 
not be clear (as I thought) in the fight of God with¬ 
out laying of it before men and women. 

Now, that we may fo do, confider truth com¬ 
mands us, reafon perfuades us, and example is very 
powerful and inviting. Oh ! that the children of 
men would be wife to falvation, and embrace the 
love of God in his dear and well-beloved Son our 
Lord Jefus Chrift, who himfelf faid, “ I am the way, 
“ the truth, and the life.” Oh ! furely here is a 
three-fold cord, (i. e. truth, reafon and example) 
which is not eafiiy broken! God Almighty grant, for 
Chrift’s fake, that by it fome poor foul might be 
drawn to him, even now in their tender years : To 
day, to-day, if any will hear the voice of the 
Lord, Oh! let them not harden their hearts; 
for that is provoking to him that made us. How 
know we whether he, who made the heavens, will be 
pleafed to give us another hour? How know we, 
but that after this day, we may never open our eyes, 
till we open them in eternity! Oh eternity, eternity, 
that boundlefs ocean ! who can fathom thole words, 
£C for ever and ever ?” What will this world, and 
all its glories and vanities figmfy, or avail to poor 
fouls, when rovvling from fide to fide on a dying-bed ? 

A a 11 
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It will therefore be well for both old and young 
to note this: 

Firft, I he old, becaufe it is not likely they fliould 
have many days, according to the courfe of nature, 
and a common proverb, u e. c The young3 (may 
live, and they) c may die, but the old mud die/ 

Secondly, The young, becaufe they know not 
but that they may die to-morrow. 

In the great and notable day of the moil High, 
Oh ! then, then, heavenly things will be found fe~ 
rious and folid truths, and not toys and trifles, nor 
indifferent things; when “ He (hall come as in 

flames of fire, to render vengeance" which is only 
his upon all the workers of iniquity, and fhall 
46 come to judge the fecrets of men’s hearts, by that 
sc great man and juft judge the Lord Jefus Chrift/* 

\vherefore, let me prevail with forme poor fouls, 
now in time to lay the truth to heart, and to be 
found in the work of God in their day; that fo for 
their pains here, they may receive their penny here¬ 
after; and that enlivening, that quickening anfwer 
of well- doing, may be their portion, and the lot, 
the glorious lor, of their inheritance: cc Come ye 
“ blelfed; well done, good and faithful fervant: 

enter thou into the joy of thy Lord/’ Oh power¬ 
ful voice, and heart-ravifhing fentence! Enough to 
make one alive, though dead; and exceeding joy¬ 
ful, though forrowful even to death. Oh! this di¬ 
vine favour and grace, wherewith the molt High 
■will favour thofe that love him, and faithfully ferve 
him in this his great and notable day, will far ex¬ 
ceed the favour of kings and princes: for thofe that 
get the latter, can only be happy (or fo accounted) 
in this world, which is but momentary 3 and thofe 
who are living and fenfible witneffes of the former, 
are certainly happy, even in this world (although 
men may not fee it) and likewife everlaftingly hap¬ 
py in that world which is to come. To be fenfible 

of 



Young and Old. 

of God’s grace in the heart, and to follow the holy 
teachings of it, is preferable to all things here be¬ 
low, it will make one more wife and more comely, 
than all outward learning, beauty, or parts what¬ 
ever. God Almighty grant, I befeech him, that all 
our young men, our rich men, our wife men, may 
only glory in him, according to the language of the 
Spirit in the holy fcriptures, cc Let not the young 
<c or ftrong man glory in his youth or ftrength, nor 
cc the rich man in his riches, nor the wife man in 

his wifdom: but he that glories, let him glory in 
44 the Lord,” or in this, <c That he knows the Lord.'* 
Let the wits of the age confider this well ; let the 
boafter and difputer rightly note this, and he’ll have 
caufe to bow before heaven's Majefty: what be¬ 
comes of the young man and young woman's 
ftrength and lovely beauty, when their heads are laid 
in their cold grave? What will become of, or of 
what fervice will the riches of the rich man be to 
him, when he fhall receive his fummons to his lontr 
home ? May he not then fay, Oh ! that I had been 
as induftrious to get heaven, and peace with my 
Maker, as I have been to get this world. Let all 
worldly-minded men and women remember the 
wonderful expoftulation of Chrift Jefus with the 
rich young man. This is not to hinder any in their 
•outward concerns: for the heart of a man may be in 
heaven, though his hands may be in his employment. 

And as to the wife man : pray what will become 
of his great wit, his acquired parts, his nice and far¬ 
fetched arguments and criticifms, when pale faced 
death fhall look him in the face, and ftrike him with 
his fharp arrows ? Then he'll find, that it had been 
much better for him that he had lived well, although 
he had not talked fo much, or fo well : To talk well 
is good ; but to live well is better: To talk finely* 
and live badly, is of little worth. Oh ! that the great: 
Mafter-workman of all may drive home his nail, in 

A a 2 the 
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the heart of him whofe eye fhall look thereon, by 
his mighty hammer, the hammer of his word, his 
heart-breaking, heart-melting, and heart-piercing 
word; according to the dodtrine of the holy Spirit 
in the holy Scriptures, “ Is not my word as a fire ? 
“ Is not my word as a hammer? Is not my word as 
“ a (word?” ( i. e. ) to burn, to break, to cut down 
all manner of fin: not to deftrov man, but fin in man. 
Hear farther the language of the holy Spirit; “ Say 
“ not in thine heart, who fhall afcend up into hea- 
c‘ ven, to fetch it down from above ? Or who fhall 
“ go down into the deep, or beyond the feas, to 
“ fetch it from thence ? But what faith it ? The 
<c word is nigh thee, in thy heart, and in thy mouth, 
“ that thou mayefl do it.” This was, and is, and 
ever will be, the dodlrine of the gofpel: from which 
people may perceive, that Chrilt Jefus is near to 
them; near to fave, near to deliver, near to redeem. 
The great Jehovah, the blefied Jefus, the holy di¬ 
vine Spirit, is not only a God afar off, but alfo a 
God near at hand, and a prefent and lure help in the 
needful time. Oh! blefied be his name, for ever 
and ever. 

Now I appeal to the confidences of all men, whe¬ 
ther they have not, or do not fenfibly witnefs fome- 
thing (of a contrary nature to fin and unrighteoufnefs) 
to reprove them, and convince them of the evil of 
their ways and doings, perhaps fometimes in the 
midft of their vanity, in the fong, in the dance, or 
in the game • or fometimes after a debauch, or for 
their pride, either in mind or apparel, for over¬ 
reaching, or covetoufnefs: all which (with all man¬ 
ner of evils) are of the Devil. And the king of 
heaven is lifting up his holy and righteous Spirit as 
a ftandard again ft it, and againft him who is the 
author of it. Oh ! let this his convincing grace 
take place in thy heart, O mortal man! for know 
of a truth, it is the very grace of God to thy foul; 
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for infallible proof of which (befides the experience 
of the faithful} take thefe 'two texts of holy fcrip- 
ture, (the doftrine of which will Hand for ever, not- 
withftanding all the oppofition of men) i. e. “ I will 
fC pray to the Father/’ lays Ohrid, cc and he will 
<c give you another Comforter, even the Spirit of 
cc truth, that he may abide with you for ever; and 
6C when he is come, he fhall convince the world of 
u fin.” Again, “ The grace of God which brings 
u falvation, hath appeared unto all men, teaching 
cc us, that denying ungodlinefs and worldly lulls, we 
cc fliould live foberly, righteoufly and godly in this 
<c prefent world.” Why fhould the Almighty fhew 
to men the evil of their ways ? Why don’t he let 
them run on in their vanities without controul? Oh 
ye children of men! it is his meer grace, and his 
meer mercy to the precious, dear-bought, and never 
dying fouls of poor mortal mankind, for he would 
have none to perifh ; if any perifh, their dellruftion 
is of themfelves, but their help is of the Lord. Oh! 
that people would be entreated and perfuaded, 
through loving invitation, to follow the Lord fully, 
and do his work faithfully. 

Now let me return a little to, and let my pen drop 
fomewhat concerning that three-fold cord above- 
mentioned. I again humbly beg of the Lord, the 
great God and Father of Spirits, and of our dear 
Lord Jeius, that this may be inftrumental, in his 
hand, to draw fome poor feeking, travelling foul, 
from earth towards heaven ; the which, if it doth, 
let the praifes alone be given to God, through his 
well beloved Son. 

Firlt then: As to truth; I would hope few in this 
generation, who profefs Chriftianity, need to fay, 
< What is truth?’ God Almighty, Chrilt Jefus, the 
holy Spirit, is that infinite, divine truth which will 
endure for ever: and he hath faid, <c Thou fhalt love 

the Lord thy God with all thy heart, with all thjr 
A a 3 “ mind 
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<f m*ind and ftrength.” And indeed, he is an object 
that is thereof richly worthy ; and this is his law 
which is to endure for ever; and he which doth and 
teacheth it, is to be called 44 Great in the kingdom 

oi God; and chat it migtit not be forgotten, he 
wrote it in (tony taoles i which law, Jacob's feed 
broke and tranfgrefied. Wherefore, thus faith the 
Lord, who fpoke it by the prophet, 44 I will put my 

law in their inward parts, and write it in their 
Cf he.aits: Oh! there it is written in large charac- 
tCiS,^ very plain and legible, and eafy to be read of 
mankind. And whereas ixlojcs^ the man of God, was 
an mftrument to promote the holy law outwardly, 
written on tables of done, among the children of 
Ijr a cl; fo Cnriit Jelus, in this goipel-day, is pro¬ 
moting and proclaiming the power of this law, in¬ 
wardly engraven in men’s hearts by God>s finger, 

# e world : this great law of love, 
in which aa the law and the prophets is contained, 
Chriffc not only lived in it, and declared it to mor- 
ta's i but he alio died in it, and for it, and for us 
alio, and fealed his holy, glorious teftimony and 
doftrine with his mod precious blood : this is he of 
whom the voice from the moft excellent glory faid, 
tc This is my beloved Son, in whom i am well 
cc plealed, hear ye him.” This is he, of whom the 
former lawgiver faid, 44 The Lord your God (hall 
€i raife up a prophet from amongft your brethren, 
ic him (hall you hear in all things.” This is he who 
laid, 44 I am the way, the truth, and the life.” This 
is he that faid, 44 He dwelleth with you, and fhall 
44 be in you and again, 44 I ftand at the door and 
4f knock, if any man will hear my voice, and open 
<c the door, I will come in unto him.” Oh! me- 
thinks his love is wonderful; he not only commands 
obedience, but invites to it. Oh! who can be fo 
hard-hearted and fo cruel to him, and themfelves 
alio, as to flight and refufe fuch heavenly divine of- 
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fers of infinite love, grace and mercy ? cc The Spirit 
and bride fays, Come; and all that are a-third, 
may come, and drink freely; and buy heavenly 

« milk, and rich wine, without money, or any na- 
“ rural or outward price.5> 

Secondly, Touching reafon: It is very reafonable, 
that we fhould ferve and love God Almighty, in this 
(pace of time that we have here in this world, and 
work the works of piety and virtue ; for, and be- 
caufe there is folid peace therein: here none can 
make afraid, but the foul is calm and quiet, as being 
anchored in a fafe harbour. Here no law can take 
hold of us. If any fhould imagine, that there is no 
future rewards or punifhment, which no mortal can 
do without blufhing, or felf-condemnation, as I con¬ 
ceive; yet a life of holinefs is a much better life, 
even for the body, for its health, and moft fweet re- 
pofe, and pleafure that is folid, and not flafhy, and 
its outward tranquility in every refpedt; I appeal to 
the reafoning wits of the age, whether the above be 
not a great undeniable truth : befides, all true men 
and women, in praftifing as above, have a living 
hope and faith, through and in Chrift, of a glorious 
reft to eternity, which is very reafonable to believe, 
fince undeniably Chrift wrought fuch wonderful 
works and mighty miracles, which before were never 
wrought by man on earth : fo that thofe muft needs 
be felf-condemned too, that believe not in him, his 
works and grace. There is no writ nor wit in the 
whole world, that did, can, or ever will be able to 
make void, or lay wafte the great, mighty, and mi¬ 
raculous works of truth, which were done by the 
blefled Jefus. Mofes was a mighty man of God, and 
highly favoured, and greatly beloved of him, and 
did many mighty works; yet Chrift exceeded him, 
as alfo did his difpenfation. Mofes went through the 
fea : Chrift went upon the fea. Mofes prayed for 
bread from heaven, and it was given in abundance : 

A a 4 Chrift, 
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Chrift, with a few fmall filLes and feven loaves, fed 
many thoulands (which were unreafonable to expect, 
but from a divine hand.) Mcfes prayed for water 
foi the people : Chrift made wine, and admirable 
wine too, even of water. Mofes preached the law 
and judgment to IJrcielonly: but Chrift 'Jefus preach¬ 
ed grace, mercy, peace and truth, not only to Ifrael, 
but alio to all the world, through divine faith in 
God, in and through repentance, and the work 
of tile Spiiit. Oh ! is not here reafon and truth 
pileading with, and perluading poor creatures to 
love, ferve and follow, reverence and fear their 
Creator. 

\\ hethei the above matter be pleafant news to our 
fprightly youths, I will not determine; but I am 
pofitive, they will find it truth one day. 

"1 is likely fome luch dodlrine as this might better 
pleafe the fparks of the age, and the jolly young 
men and maidens up anil clown in the world viz 
<c Rejoice, O young man,” and young woman, “and 
“ let thy heart cheer thee in the days of thy youth; 
“ follow the luft of thy heart, and the fight of thine 
“ eyes: but” let them remember, “ that for all thefe 
<c things God will bring them to judgment:” they 
muft furely come to judgment: they will have it in¬ 
wardly and lecretly in their hearts here in this world, 
notwithftanding they may endeavour to hide it from 
men-, but they cannot hide it from heaven, from 
the all-feeing, heart-piercing eye of the holy One: 
“ He who inhabits eternity, whofe dwelling is in 

the light; and whofe eye goes through the earth, 
“ beholding the evil and the good :” likewife they 
will have condemnation without end in the world 
that is to come. Oh, let the youth and aged feri- 
oufly confider of it! 

And farther, let them call to mind, the great and 
heavy judgments that have fallen upon the wicked 
and ungodly men, many of which were foretold by 

die 
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the meffengers of heaven, and came to pafs accord¬ 
ing to their hayings, viz. The flood of waters, which 
deltroyed the old world (which the very Indians in 
America have a notable notion of, handed down to 
them by the tradition of their fathers to this day) as 
alfo the deitruftion of the land, and inhabitants of 
Sodom and Gomorrah: and the thoufands of thoufands 
that have been deltroyed in battles and lights; which 
will frill be, and continue to the world’s end, unlefs 
people come into the love of God, which will teach 
them to love one another; and into the faith and 
dodtrine of the Prince of peace, which is, ‘c To do 
<c unto all men, as we would have them do unto us,” 
and to cc do good for evil;” which to be lure is not 
to deftroy. Likewile the defrrudtion cf Jerufalemy 
and fcattering of the Jews, the feed of faithful Abra¬ 
ham \ and divers difmal and terrible earthquakes, 
which have happened in thefe latter ages of the 
world ; feme of the dreadful ruins of which mine 
eyes have feen in my travels. Surely there is much 
reafon to walk in reverence and holy fear, before the 
great Lord of all. He who made the heavens and 
the earth, the Teas, and the fountains of water, and 
hath given life and breath to ail that move therein, 
can take it from them at his pleafure in the twink¬ 
ling of an eye. 

Oh ! happy is that empire, kingdom, (late, or 
province; (emperor, king, or governor; family, or 
particular perfon) whole inhabitants live and dwell 
in the holy fear of God, and in the felf-denying life 
of Jefus: no greater happinefs or felicity than to be 
one of thefe. OH 1 let my foul dwell here, and be 
in unity and fellowfhip with all luch for ever. 
* Nov/, as to the third and laft part of the abovefaid 
three-fold argument, viz. Example; which, as the 
proverb fays, is above precept. Good example is 
very taking with many, and ofc happens to be very 
affect ing to the younger fort more particularly; for 

they 
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they look out much at others, and take great notice 

. the words aild condudl of their elders and fupe- 
riors. Good Jacob was a good example to his great 
family : he was a pious, affectionate father, a loving 
huiband, a faithful fervant, and an obedient fon: 

. °f his life and travels in holy-fcripture 
is affecting: Oh! how he fought God betimes! how 
lumblc, how.lowly, as well as lovely, doth he be¬ 
have himfelf in his pilgrimage ! his father and mo¬ 
ther called him and bid him go; he does it, without 
any replies to the contrary; not like fome of the 
youth of this age. And on his way being benighted, 
he lays himfelf down, his pillow was hard, but his 
bed large, and the heavens were his curtain; his deep 
was ivveet, and Ins dreams precious. Oh ! the very 
thoughts of it affedls me at this time; in which 
fleep he fees angels; and when he awakes, he fays, 
cc Surely this is none other than the houfe of God, 
€C and. the gate of heaven.55 Now he makes the 
conditions of his covenant with his Maker, which 
(as to outward things) was as fmall as well could 
be, viz. <c Bread to eat, and raiment to put on,” and 
the cc prefence of his Maker, with his bleiling.” 
This was now when he was about to fet up for him¬ 
felf in the world, Ids mind was not high, neither 
fought he after great things; notwithstanding which, 
the Almighty gave him in abundance. So onwards 
he went, and came to Laban, and became his fer¬ 
vant. I could with that all young people, that are 
fervants, would follow his fteps in faithfulnefs; then 
might they be a bldling to their matter, as he was 
to his. I ever obferved in my travels (having tra¬ 
velled much in divers nations, and made many ob- 
fervations) that Almighty God hath greatly bleffed 
obedient, induftnous children and fervants: which 
obfervation, 1 hope, will be of good ufe to the world, 
if well confidered. And on the other hand, I have 
taken notice of the contrary, and have perfectly un- 
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derftood, that God’s hand hath been manifeftly a- 
gainft thofe that have been difobedient, and ill Ma¬ 
tured, and idle; which may be an ufeful caution to 
all. Now the Lord bleffed the good fervice, and 
faithful induftry of this his fervant, with great in- 
creafe; as alfo with many children, for whom he was 
concerned as a tender father; even to the very laid: 
and (like a pious and godly father) prayed to the 
Lord for their prefervation *, and was zealoufly con¬ 
cerned to cleanle his family from fuperftition and 
idolatry ; and calls them to go up to Bethel, or the 
houfe of God. Oh! that all heads of families 
would be concerned for their pofterity, and feek God 
and the things of his kingdom, for their children and 
fervants, more than the things of this world ; there 
being too much care for the one, and too little for the 
other, generally fpeaking: fo that there is need of 
this caution. Now this good man was not only con¬ 
cerned for his family in his life, but even at his 
death alfo: for he, waiting for the falvation of God, 
and being fenfible of it, very livingly and fenfibly 
bleffed his feed, and was opened in faith to fpeak ex- 
a£tly to each of their dates and conditions. I refer 
to the hiftory of it in holy fenpture, the which I be¬ 
lieve will be affecting to pious minds. Oh! what a 
race he left behind ! All his twelve fons were patri¬ 
archs, and great fathers of many people, who were 
highly favoured of God, and had been to this day, 
had they walked in the fteps of their fathers Abraham, 
IJaac and Jacob : from whom came many valiant and 
noble men, of and for God; as Mofes, JoJhua, Samuel, 
David, Solomon, Jofiah, Elijah, and Eltjha\ alfo the 
holy bleffed Star, and Sun of Righteoufnefs, holy 
Jefus, whom the degenerate offspring of good oid 
IJrael flew, and hanged on a tree : alfo the holy 
apoftles were great examples of virtue : alfo the 
bleffed martyrs, and many modern good men, might 
be brought in tor inviting examples, to ftir up the 

minds 
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minds of men and women to ferve, love, and fol¬ 
low the Lord, and to believe in him, and in his dear 
Son, and in the appearance of his grace working in the 
foid, in order to the convincing and converting 0f it. 

I o be particular in all the above inftances, would 
fwell this far beyond what is intended; and con- 
lidering the many and large volumes that are in the 
world, though a large door opened before me, yet 
am now willing to conclude, and recommend the 
work, with the reader, to the grace of God, in and 
through his dear Son Chrift Jelus our great exam¬ 
ple: to whom, with the Father, through the divine 
Spirit, be glory for ever. 

T. CHALKLEY. 

Written at Frederickftadt, in Holjiein, 
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FORCING a MAINTENANCE, 

NOT WARRANTABLE FROM THE 

HOLY SCRIPTURE, 

FOR A 

MINISTER of the GOSPEL. 

Being an Anfwer to fome falfe and erroneous Pages* 
i 1 

writ by Joseph Metcalfe, tending to ftir up 

Perfecution. 

Freely ye have received, freely give^ Mat. x. 8. 

I have coveted no man's Silver or Gold, A6ts. xx. 33. 

I have preached the Gofpel of God freely, 2 Cor. xi. 7. 

The P REFACE to the READER, 

of what Perfuafion focver* 

JT being a known principle of the people called 
Quakers > that the Gofpel of Jefus Chnft ought 

to be preached freely by his minifters; yet, notwith- 
ftanding clivers people, of divers perfuafions, either 
for want of charity, or through prejudice, or wrong 
information, or all three, do fay or believe, thac 
the Quakers minifters or teachers are paid for their 
preaching; I do poficively declare to the world, 
that it is an utter falfhood and fcandal upon the faid 

people: 

1 
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people: for we cannot in good confcience make a 
trade of our holy calling, neither is the word of 
God to be bought or fold for outward gain : witnefs 
the apoftle’s anfwer to Simon Magus, Ads viii. 18, 
no. And it we cannot pay our own, pray how can 
we pay others, and be clear of guilt, or have the 
anfwer of a good confcience, we believing it to be 
evil ? And every body that knows the holy fcrip- 
tures, knows that “ what is not of faith is fin;” and 
yet our adverfarieswould have us commit this fin; and 
if we will not do it willingly, they will force it from 
us by the power of the magiftrates, although the 
holy fcriptures and reafon are clearly againft them, 
as is plainly manifefted in the enfuing little trad. 

And as for my part, I have travelled many thou- 
fands of miles, and preached the Gofpel among the 
faid people many years, as thoulands of them can 
witnefs, and never received any confideration there¬ 
for, neither dirediy nor indiredly, neither do I 
reckon they are beholden to me for fo doing, for 4C a 
cc neceffity is laid upon me,” and Cf woe is me if I 
preach not the Gofpelneither do I boaft, for I have 
done but my duty, and in that fenfe am but an un¬ 
profitable fervant, according as Chrift taught, for all 
the profit is of Chrift. And if occafion were, there are 
many other mimfters among the faid people, could 
bear the like teftimony. 

Oh, but (fay the people) your teachers are gene¬ 
rally rich ! 

Why fhould any begrudge ns that which we have, 
fince the Almighty blefifeth our induftry in our honeft 
trades and callings, which other teachers, through 
the like induftry and blefiing, might obtain, if their 
dependency for. a maintenance were more upon God 

than the people. 
Yet notwithftanding thofe teachers receive fo 

much money of che people, and the Quaker preach¬ 
ers none at ali (except they are poor and neceffitous) 

they 
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they are full of complaints: whereas there is no com¬ 
plaining in all our llreets. 

We ffiould ftarve (cry they) if we had not a law 
to compel. 

Chrift’s minifters of old, when he fent them forth, 
they had no law, and yet they lacked nothing. Is 
Chrift or the men changed now-a-days ? The men 
doubtlefs: for now they cry. More, more, more 
money : lei every true Chriftian judge in this 
matter. 

T. CHALKLEY, 

I Shall firft take notice of his preface to one called 
a Quaker 1 in which he fays, c That he thinks 

* that there is fufficient matter of conviction in the 
c texts and arguments improved/ 

Anfwer. But every fincere foul, when they come 
to lee the text themfelves, will have caufe to think 
to the contrary; for had they been fairly produced, 
they would have faved the labour of a further reply, 
they being far from countenancing any forced main¬ 
tenance to Chrift’s minifters. And as for his argu¬ 
ments improved, they fmell lo ftrong of perfec¬ 
tion, that I would charitably hope no fober Chrif¬ 
tian or magiftrate, who inclines to moderation 
(which ought to appear in all) will take any further 
notice ol them, than to pity his ignorance. 

Yet notwithftanding his mighty arguments and 
grear improvements, he gives them this blow, ‘ He 
c has but little hopes of his being convinced, (to 
€ whom he writes) becaufe of the efficacy of error 
c and delufion, &c.5 

He would have had more reafon to have writ fo, 
if he had firft proved error and delufion upon him. 

And 
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And truly, he would have been greatly deluded, if 
he had believed that great untruth, That forcing a 
maintenance for a gofpel minifter was warrantable 
from the holy Scriptures; if he be fober, and in his 
wits, one would believe that he cannot (when he 
ferioufly confiders of it) but be convinced that he 
is miftaken. 

And as for his prayers, the fcripture fays, ct We 
“ know that God heareth not finnersand that he 
is a (inner, is plain, in wrelting and perverting the 
fcriptures, as he has done, and as I fhall (hew thro’ 
the help of Chrift, my Lord and Saviour. 

Forcing a Maintenance, not warrantable 

from the HOLY SCRIPTURE, for 

a Minister of the Gospel. 

NOW, pray let us obferve what he fays to the 
matter in hand. 

ill. As to the laws of New-England, he fays, 
« The laws of this province require that the inhabi- 
‘ tants of each town fliall take due care to be con- 
« ftantly provided with a gofpel minifter: and that 
< each minifter fhall be fufficiently fupported and 
c maintained by the inhabitants of the town. 

‘ That all rateable eftates, and inhabitants in the 
« town fliall be affdfed, and pay proportionable to 
< fuch maintenance. 

c And that fuch as refufe to pay accordingly, (hall 
« have their propoi tion taken from them by diftrefs.’ 

Anl'wer. I fhall not here dilpute the injnftiee of 
this law fo largely as 1 might (only I mult add, they 
have no fuch example from Chrift nor the apoftles, 
with this provifo, that it is made amongft a fociety of 
men for themfdves, and thole of their own commu- 
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rfion) but if this is intended to force thofe of other 
profeffions, and who cannot for conference fake join 
with them, believing them to be Antichriftian mini- 
fters, (as to be fure all fuch are as go about to main¬ 
tain fueh doctrine as this prieft Metcalfe doth, that 
it is warrantable from feripture to force maintenance 
for minifters) pray would he be willing the Papijts, 
or church of England, fliould take away from him by 
force ? Surely no : then I fay that it is an unjuft law, 
and far from the nature of that royal law, which fays, 
ff Do to all men, as you would that they lhould do 
tc unto you •/’ Chrift fays, cc This is the law, and 
cc the prophets.’* And doubtlefs the gofpel falls 
not fhort of it (though this New-England minifter 
doth) though I hope it is not the mind of all in pro- 
feffion with him. Now the law being unjuft, it is 
no crime to reject it: yet for confcience-fake, and 
the Lord’s fake, we fubmit to it in paffive obedience; 
and it is well known to all that know any thing of 
the Quakers, that their principle is againft refitting 
the outward power. 

Next to the queftion, c Whether it be warranta- 
c ble from feripture, and the do&rine and pra&ice 
€ of Chrift and his apoftles, to put fuch laws in exe- 
c cution, to take from men, although the minifter 
f preaches not to them, for they cannot believe 
c they are fent of God 

This is his great queftion, as he ftates it in his firft 
page, which he pretends to anfwer from feripture, 
but falls far fhort of it; and he goes on thus : 

1 ft. c It is warrantable from feripture, &c. that 
* the inhabitants of each town fhall take due care, 
‘ in order to their being fupplied with a gofpel 
c minifter.’ 

Anfwer. This is as foreign from his queftion, as 
Rome is from B oft on. What is that to the purpofe ? 
Let the impartial judge; if he cannot prove a forced 
maintenance from feripture, he does nothing to his 

B b purpofe. 
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purpofe, nor according to his grand queftion in his. 
title-page, &c. 

Then he goes on to his fecond aflertion, and fays, 
idly, £ It is warrantable from fcripture, that gof- 

pel miniftcrs oe honourably iupported and main¬ 
tained : Inch maintenance is a debt due from the 
people to the minifters in ftrifl juft ice, and not as 
a meer a£1 of charity : for it is the hire of their la¬ 
bour, and the wages of their work.’ 
Anfwer. Hereby he owns himfelf, and all that 

are in his pradice, to be hirelings, though he will 
not allow others to call him or them fo, and quotes 
thefe texts of fcripture to prove it, Luke x. 7. 2 Cor. 
xi. 8. 1 Cor. ix. 7, 14. Gal. vi. 6. iTim. v. 17, 18. 
and adds as falfiy, and fays. 

The argument which the apoftle ufes for the 
Gentiles miniftring to the Jews, reaches this cafe, 
Rom. xv. 27.’ 
Anfwer. Surely the man forgets himfelf, for the 

apoftle only fpoke of a free collection for the poor 
faints at Jerufalem, as in the two foregoing verfes 
plainly appears; verfe 25. “ But now 1 go to Jeru- 

Jalem to minifter unto the faints.” Verfe 26. ‘c For 
leale them ot Macedonia and Acbaia to 

make a certain contribution for the poor faints 
at Jerufalem” When will our greedy priefts take 

fo much care of the poor? 
As to the texts of fcripture above quoted, I fhall 

take the pains to fet them down at large, that the 
reader may fee how they anfwer his grand queftion : 
for what purpofe he concealed them (in his) in fi¬ 
gures, is belt known to himfelf. Truly if he had fee 
them down at large, it muft needs have been plainly 
manifefted, to every body that fhould read them, 
that he was in the wrong; for they aftert no fuch 
thing as he would have them to prove, viz. a for¬ 
ced maintenance for gofpel minifters. The firft is 
Luke x. 7. “ And in the fame houfe remain eating 
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cc and drinking fuch things as they give (what could 
be more againft him?) for the labourer is worthy 

cc of his hire; go not from houfe to houfe ^ and 
cc into what city ye enter, and they receive you, eat 

fuch things as are fet before you.” (Where is le¬ 
gal force here ?) 

Let this man have a care left he be one of thofe 
that are blinded: for he muft needs be blind, if he 
cannot fee that this holy text makes not for his pur- 
pofe, but diredtly againft him; here is not a word 
of legal force. It is far from it; that they were 
only to eat what was fet before them, if they received 
them who were true minifters fent of Chrift, which 
yet will be hard work for perfecuting priefts to prove 
themfelves fo, be they of what religion they may. 
Well, what fhall we do for this legal force ? Why 
truly we cannot find it in the Gofpel or the Nevv- 
Teftament. Chrift came to fulfil the law, and 
change the priefthood, and put an end to carnal or¬ 
dinances. But it may be, Jofeph Metcalfe is an Old- 
Teftament man (as a certain New-England convert 
faid, on an oceafion well known to fome of them) 
if he be, and will follow the letter of the law, he 
muft go to knocking down oxen, and killing of 
ftieep, which work I believe they of his cloth are 
generally too high for. 

The next is 2 Cor. xi. 8. cc I robbed other churches, 
€C taking wages of them to do you ferviee.” 

Surely can any body be fo bold as from this text 
to fay, that the apoftie made a common practice of 
preaching for wages, as our modern priefts do now 
a-days ? I hope no Chriftian will imagine from thofe 
words of the apoftie, that he was a thief, or lacri- 
legious perlon, but only a freedom of fpeech which 
he idea to thofe whom he loved, as in verfe 11. is 
plainly expreffed. It is a familiar way of exprefilon 
among oudelves, where we know we may be free 
when any thing is given to us from our friend, c q, 

B b 2 ‘ I fhall 
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f I Hi all rob thee too much to put any other con- 
ftruAion upon the apoftle’s words, would be to make 
the apoftle a facrilegious perfon, and a robber, which 
is ahfurd. But pray let him fpeak fairly a little for 
himfelf, and he will wipe off thefe money loving 
priefts very handfomely. Yerfe 7. tf I have/7 fays 
lie, preached to you the gofpel of God freely.” 
Oh ! that cutting word freely, what fhall we do with 
it ? 1 hough it was fo near our legal minifter, yet he 
thought fit not to meddle with it; and in the 9th 
verfe juft under, as the 7th juft above, (by which the 
poor man is hedged in, how he will get out 1 know 
not) the apoftle lays, “ And when I was prefenc 

with you, and wanted, 1 was chargeable to no 
man.55 And tells them in the fame verfe, that he 

kept himfelf from being burthenfome to them, and 
that he refolved to keep himfelf Id. We dare all 
thofe that preach for hire, and have money for di¬ 
vining, to come to fuch a refolution. However, if 
they will not come to thi-s good refolution, let them 
forbear abufing and perfecuting thofe that (by the 
grace of our Lord Jelus Chrift) are. 

The next is 1 Cor. ix. 7, 14. cc Who goeth a war- 
cc fare at his own charges r Who planteth a vine- 
<c yard, and eateth not of the fruit thereof? Who 
<c feedeth a flock, and eateth not of the milk 
<c thereof ? Even lo hath the Lord ordained, that 
<c thofe which preach the gofpel, fhould live of 
cc the gofpel.” 

Jofepb hath left out what he thought made againft: 
it, from the 8th verfe to the 13th, and 15th, where 
holy Paul fays, (though he had power to eat and 
drink verfe 4, at free coft, yet he doth not fay any 
where, that he had power to take it by force, and 
we think it ought to be preached from an inward 
necefiity, and not for an outward maintenance) “ I 
<c have ufed none of thefe things, neither have I 
CQ written thofe things, that it fhould be fo done un- 
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cc to me.” I wifh Jofepb Metcalfe, and others in his 
Ration, could fay fo honeftly. 

Now i may proceed to fay fomething to each par¬ 
ticular above, as it lieth in the holy text. 

And, 1 ft, cc Who goeth a warfare at his own 
cc charge ?” There are fome, though very few, I 
could heartily wifh that there were more that would 
follow his practice that wrote it, who himfelf was 
one that did fometimes do it, as there, when he 
wrought at his lawful calling, and helped thole that 
were with him : and blefled be the God and Father 
of our Lord Jefus Chrift, there are fome who do go on 
in this holy warfare of preaching the gofpel, in this 
age of the world at their own charge, who have no¬ 
thing to boaft of neither; fora necefllty is laid upon 
them, and woe is unto them if they preach not the 
gofpel. Though if any be poor and want help, we 
have nothing againft it, but are for helping of thole 
who can give a good account of their calling, and 
we are fo free to do it, that we need no forcing to 
it, nor no law for it. 

adly, cc Who planteth a vineyard, and eateth not 
of the fruit thereof?” 
Well, he that hath planted a vineyard, let him 

eat the fruit of it and welcome; but let him leave 
other folks vineyards alone, left he be counted a 
robber in the worft fenfe; for if the holy apcftle 
robbed, it wras by confent; but thefe preachers now- 
a-days rob without confent, even vineyards which 
they never planted, but would deftroy if they 
could: Oh! high, bale, and Antichriftian pradtice 
with a witnefs. 

3diy, cc Who feedeth a flock, and eateth not of 
<c the milk thereof?” But who feedeth a flock, and 
milks the flocks of others? 

Anlwer. Antichrift and perlecutors, that cannot 
be content with the milk that their own flocks give, 
but will needs be milking and fleecing too thofe poor 
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fheep which cannot in confcience join with them* 
believing that their way is not the door into the true 
fheepfold, but that they are climbing up fome other 
way, like thieves and robbers. And becaufe the 
poor fheep of the true Shepherd Jefus Chrift, bleat 
forth thole things* thofe inwardly ravening wolves, 
who have got only the fheeps cloathing outwardly, 
being known to be fuch by their fruits of perfec¬ 
tion, will needs put the poor fheep in their pounds, 
when and where they have power, or elfe take it by 
force, that is to lay, legal forfooth. 

4thly, “ Even fo hath the Lord ordained, that 
cc they that preach the gofpel, fhall live of the gof- 
‘c pel 

Yes, he hath ordained that they fhould live, but 
not that they fhould force a living, A bleffed ordi¬ 
nation, and with holy reverence be it repeated; for 
and becaufe every true minifter of Jefus knows the 
fweet benefit of it in a two-fold fenfe. ift. He hath 
a holy living for his foul; he is richly fed at his 
great Mailer’s table with the fineft of the wheat, and 
as with the holy honey or fweetnefs of the Word of 
eternal life, which is ftrength to him in weaknefs, 
riches to him in poverty, and joy and peace to him 
in perfection, which the world, and all the perfe- 
cutors therein, can never take away from him; blef¬ 
fed be God in Chrift for ever, 

2dly, As to his bodily living, if he be a true man, 
and not a lover of filthy lucre or gain, he will have 
caufe to fay, as his great Matter’s fervants did of 
old, that he lacked nothing, especially if his call is 
from God and Chrift, and not from man or money. 
Oh ! this money, that is a loud call indeed to our 
men-made minifters: if at any time there chance to 
be two calls, I always obferved, that the higheft 
bidder carried the prieft. But where fhail we find 
that the Lord hath ordained, that a minifter fhall 
have fifty or an hundred pounds per annum (in all the 

holy 



NOT W A RRANTABL £. 39* 

holy records) for preaching the gofpel ? No, our 
great High-prieft faid to his, <c Freely ye have re- 
<c ceived, freely give.55 But if it had been his 
mind, he could as well, and with as great and good 
authority as any of thefe men, have faid, it they will 
not give it you freely, take it by force. But thofe 
forcers know not of what fpirit they are of; if they 
do, they mu ft needs be the greater hypocrites, and 
fo their condemnation the greater. 

Gal. vi. 6. <c Let him that is taught in the word, 
c‘ communicate unto him that teacheth, in all good 

things.55 
, Yes, let thole which thefe men teach, communi¬ 
cate to them : for communicate and legal force are 
words of different fignification. I hope by this time 
this preacher’s eyes will be opened to fee his error, 
in pleading for legal, forced maintenance, efpecially 
from Chrift’s and the apoftles practice and doctrine, 
as recorded in the holy fcriptures. 

The next text which he quotes is i 27*/*. v. 17, 
13. cc Let the elders which rule well, be counted 

worthy of double honour, efpecially they which 
labour in the word and doctrine; for the fcripture 

cc faith, Thou fhalt not muzzle the ox that treadeth 
out the corn, and the labourer is worthy of his 
reward.’5 
Very well, what is this to his legal force? Here 

is nothing of it; thofe that rule well, will not force 
any body, nor fet the magiftrates upon their backs, 
becauie they cannot conform to their ways; thofe 
mult be antichriftian teachers for certain, being op- 
pofite to Chrift. For he indeed was periecuted, but 
never perfecuted any, nor forced any, though it was 
in his power; for which reaion we cannot give thofe 
men that double honour which they defire; and for 
thofe who fay they labour in the word and doctrine 
of our meek Lord, to fet the magiftrates upon us, 
is wicked ruling, inftead of ruling well* 

B t> 4 And 
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And as for the poor ox that treads out the corn; 
lam far from having him muzzled: but when he 
bites, and with his horns puflies the ftieep, and tram¬ 
ples the growing green corn to dirt, I think then he 
ought to be muzzled and hoppled too. 

In his lecond page he fays, ‘ jdly. It is the duty 
* of every inhabitant in a town to pay proportiona- 
4 ble towards minifters’ maintenance.’ 

Anfwer. No, if they are not all of one perfuafion 
(and if they were all of one perfuafion, he hath no 
fuch precedent from Chrift nor the apoftles to force, 
neither legal nor illegal) and are not free in the 
choice of fuch minifter. He runs too fall there, 
without he is popiftily inclined, to perfecute every 
body into his perfuafion, which has been too much 
the pradice of fome cf the New-England magiftrates 
and minifters. I may not here forget, though I 
forgive, the falutation of a certain perfon when I 
firft entered the ftreets of their metropolis of Nevu- 
England. 4 Oh (fays he) what a pity it wras that 
* they did not hang all the Quakers when they 
4 hanged the other four.’ Remarkable was the 
anfwer that one of his neighbours made him, ‘ I 
4 wonder you are not aftiamed to fay fo; for you 
4 know that the judgments of God have been on our 
4 country ever lince.’ 1 mention this as a caution 
to the New-Eugland minifters, that they would teach 
their people more manners to their neighbours, and 
to ftrangers; and to let them know, that fometimes 
the above-named people cannot be quiet in their fo- 
lemn meetings for the worihip of Almighty God, 
in their chief town of Bojlon-, which, as I under- 
ftand, is very much owing to lies and reproaches 
which the people have from their priefts and pulpits. 
All which is a fhame to moderate Chriftiansj fome 
of which, of all perlualions, I hope there are in the 
country and territories of Nevj-Engiand, 

Fox 
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For firft, fays he, c None were exempted of old 
c from paying of tithes for the maintenance of the 
g miniftry/ 

By his leave, he is miflaken, for thofe that did 
not join with them in circumcifion were exempted, 

adly, c Every hearer ought to pay proportionable 
* towards the maintenance of the preacher. Gal. 
( vi. 6. And every inhabitant ought to be a hearer 
c (what againft their confidence ?) for it is fin to 
* forfake the affembling themfelves together, Hebm 
6 x. 25. And one fin can never excule another/ 

Anfwer. If I fhould afk him, he being a Pref- 
hyterian, whether it be a fin to forfake the aflemblies 
of the Papijls, or church of England, Baptijls, or 
Quaker Si and come to theirs ? I prefume he would 
fay no: then to what a nonplus he has brought him- 
felf and brethren, efpecially in Old-England, for for- 
faking the church and fetting up meetings of their 
own : truly he has made them all finners in fb do¬ 
ing ; I do not know how his brethren in New-Eng¬ 
land will relent it; but I dare fry his brethren in 
Old-England will give him no thanks for his un¬ 
lucky turn; how he will excufe himfelf in this fin 
of ignorance I know not. Would not this have 
been a topping writer for the Papijls, when they 
burned the Prctejlants for not coming to church ? 

3d 1 y. In page 2d, he fays, ‘ The apoftle dire&s 
‘ in acts of charity, that every one contribute in 
‘ proportion as God had profpered him, 1 Cor.xvi. 
( 2. And that there fhould be equality, every one 
* bearing their equal proportion of iuch a burthen, 
* 2 Cor. viii. 13, 14.’ He goes on, ‘ Much more 
£ ought there to be a proportion or equality 
4 obferved in the maintenance of the miniftry, 
4 which is a matter of communicative juflice; lb it 
* was under the law, and lb it fhould be under the 
l gofpel,’ 

Anfwer. 
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, Anfwer. Notwithftanding thefe priefts will brino* 
thofe texts of holy fcripture, that tend to promote 
chanty to the poor, and many inftances out of an¬ 
cient authors for ftirring up charity to the poor; 
yet they will not, when it comes to their cafe, allow 
it to be as charity, but a debt; as faith our author 
in his firfb page: and J. Mather, in a little book 
fet forth to promote the maintenance of their mini- 
fters, in which I obferve he tells them, ‘ if they 

will i,and to the old law of the yews, they muft 
c have but a tenth of the tenth;’ which I fuppofe 
will not fatisfy thofe men that have hire for preach¬ 
ing, and money for divining: and therefore I think 
it their beft way to let the yews old law alone, and 
take to the new law and covenant of our oreat 
Lord Jefus. & 

And further, if they will bring inftances of cha¬ 
rity to the poor, out of fcripture and other authors, 
let them be juft, and always when they would make 
the application of it to the miniftry, to put honeft- 
ly the word Poor before miniftry : viz. poor prieft, 
poor minifter; otherwife let them let fall their ar¬ 
gument for charity for the poor (which no good 
Chriftian will go about to difpute againft) and fee 
w'hat their arguments for juftice in the cafe will do 
for them. They fay * it is a juft debt, a matter of 
* communicative jufticebut when people do not 
fee caufe to commune with them, but quite the con¬ 
trary, and buy none of their ware or merchandize, 
pray what juftice is there in this ? Why truly none, 
but a great deal of in juftice. 

4thly, He fays, ‘ If any man fail of doing his juft 
c proportion, he thereby expofes either the minifter 
c to lofe fo much of his j-uft due,’ (but he falls fhort 
of proving it a juft due) 4 or the other inhabitants 
4 to pay more than their juft proportion, and fo he 
4 is guilty of manifeft wrong and injuftice.’ 

• * No, 

4 
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No, where the people are not conlenting (and if 
they were confenting, the New Teftament is filent 
to any fuch way of maintaining golpel minifters) to 
this proportion, but fee an evil in it; and there is no 
force under the glorious gofpel of our Lord Jefus 
Chrift, as I have abundantly and clearly (to thofe 
who are not blinded) proved above, even from the 
very texts of Scripture which he brings and wrefts to 
prove the contrary, of which let the impartial judge. 
Thus he and they building their ftru&ureof mainte¬ 
nance upon a bad foundation, viz. legal force, it 
will fall to the ground, if the magiftrates do not 
help ; for whofe help he calls very loud, and well he 
may, confidering he and others of his mind are ready 
to faint and fall without it. But by what hath been 
laid, I would charitably hope, all moderate Ch'riftian 
magiftrates will take care, that the preachers eat 
only the grapes of their own vine, and the milk of 
their own flock, and to keep lo far juft, as to let 
other folks grapes and milk alone. But if the priefts 
and magiftrates will join together in perfection, 
then will we poor fufferers appeal from them to our 
great High Prieft, and juft judge of heaven and 
earth, and through his grace, patiently fufrer what 
he {hall pleafe to permit to come upon us. 

5thly. In his third page, he fays, c The publick 
miniftry of the gofpel in any town is a publick 
privilege, and every inhabitant is confidered there¬ 
in, and partakes in the privilege : for the preach¬ 
ing of the gofpel is the great engine of faivation. 

c and means of faith, Rom. i. $6. x. 17/ 
If he means that there is no. other preaching the 

gofpel but from his feel, we openly declare to the 
world, that we diner from him in our judgment, and 
we believe upon good grounds too. And what gof-. 
pel, or glad tidings, which the word imports, can 
that be to people to preach to them. That a certain 
number of them are eternally ordained for damna¬ 

tion ; 
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tion ; and for ought thefe knowing men know, they 
may themfelves be feme of them 3 for they cannot 
tell who thefe damned ones are. I think it would 
be abundantly better, if thofe prying minifters would 
let the fecret will of him that made them alone; for 
that belongs to God, and not to man, JThe revealed 
truths belong to us, and our children. And to tell 
people they can never be free from the ad of fin 
while in this world, is really miferable news, and 
dreadful tidings indeed; fince fin is the caufe of 
God’s wrath and damnation, and fince we cannot in 
confidence join with fuch anti-gofpei minifters, they 
ought not in confcience to take our money or soods 
from us. ° 

Again he fays, f Every one is invited to take of 
c the water of life freely.’ Rev. xxvi. 17. 

But, by their leave, theirs is the water of death, 
if we mult always fin even in our beft duties, then he 
knows, that the cc wages of fin is death ;” and may not 
any good Chriftians be truly thankful when they are 
delivered from luch a finful miniftry ? And what a 
knock he gives himfelfin faying, We take of it free¬ 
ly, and his pages are writ on purpofe to make people 
believe they ought to pay for it, and that they may 
force it from them too. So we may plainly fee, that 
their waters, which proceed from them in fuch bitter 
lireams, are the waters of death, be caufe we cannot 
have them freely, according to the doeftrine of the 
holy Ghoft in the holy Scripture, which he himfelf 
hath brought. 

Again, whereas he fays, c Where there is no vifion, 
c or preaching the gofpel, the people perifh,’ Prov. 
xxix. 18. 

This is contrary to what they fay, when they teach 
that vifion and revelation is ceafed. 

He goes on, c Being without God, without Chrift, 
c without the covenant, they are in a hopelefs, pe- 
1 rifhing condition/ 

If 
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If he would infer from thefe words, that where 
there is no publick vocal teaching the people peri 
the Almighty has been kinder than this minifter ; 
for he has gracioufly promifed, that he would teach 
his people himfelf: cc The children of the Lord are 
<c taught of the Lord/’ &c. c< And thine eyes fhall 
<c behold thy teachers, who cannot be removed into 

a corner,” If a. xxx. 20. which cannot be meant of 
outward preachers, for they are often removed into 
corners; but God, Chrift, and the Holy Spirit, can¬ 
not. And Chrift promifed to fend the Spirit of 
truth, which fhould lead and guide into all truth 
(not into fin). Now to fay that Inch who have not 
outward vocal preaching perifh, is abiurd, and lie 
muft want charity, and then all his harangues in his 
pulpit are but like founding brafs. 

But now, fays he, c Where the kingdom of God 
< is preached, every man is at liberty, and hath an 
c opportunity to be preffing into it/ (and I add, 
without paying for it) Luke xvi. 16. c But where 
c the kingdom of Satan is preached (which is fin 
term of life) the people have liberty to fly from it.’ 
Further he fays, 4 If any refufe the counfel of God 
4 againft themfelves, it is their own fault.’ 

Anfw. If any do fo, it is their own fault indeed; 
but to refufe the evil counfel of a finful minifter, is 
a virtue and no fault at all. 

Again, ‘They have a price put-in their own 
4 hand, although being fools, they have no heart to 
4 improve it.’ 

We are willing to be counted fools by fuch wife- 
lings; but let him know, that wifdom himfelf laid. 
He that will be wife, mull firft become a fool. 

He proceeds, and fays, ‘ it was a privilege to 
4 them that were invited to the marriage of the 
4 king’s fon, though they made light of the invita- 
4 tion, and would not come/ MaCxx.ii. 

Anfw, 
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Anfw. Thofe that rightly come to the marriage of 
the King’s Son, the Lamb of God that takes away 
the fins of the world, muftput off the garment fpot- 
ted with the flefb, left it be laid to them, “ Friend, 
“ how camdt thou in hither, not having on the wed- 
“ ding garment ?” Let every true Chriftian fear,left he 
bring on himielf that awful fentence, cc Depart from 
*c me all ye that work iniquity, I know you not;53 
notwithftanding they had eat and drank in his pre¬ 
fence, and in his name they had call out devils, and 
done many wondrous works, and he had taught in 
their ftrtets; yet neverthelefs, becaufe they were 
found in the ads of fin, they muft depart from him. 

Now, fays he, ‘ Every inhabitant partaking in 
* the public!; privilege of a gofpel miniftry, reafon 
c and juftice requires that every one fhouid bear a 
* part of the external charge, in order to the main- 
1 tenance of it.’ 

Anfw. But every perfon not partaking of what he 
calls lo, and believing that, as thefe erroneous priefts 
preach it, to be a bondage and not a privilege ; to 
force fuch to pay too, is altogether ‘ unreasonable, 
and great injuftice; let all fenfible Chriftians judge. 

4thly, He fays, c It is warrantable from Scripture, 
c that fuch inhabitants as refufe to pay any thing 
< towards the fupport of the miniftry, fhouid have 
c their juft proportion taken from them by legal 
c diftrefs/ 

Anfw, We want him, or any of his brethren, to 
fhew us that warrant from holy Scripture; for he 
hath not done it yet: and where (hall we find that 
it was warrantable from Scripture, and the dodrine 
and pradice of Chrift and his apoftles ? for what he 
has produced from holy Scripture, has fairly proved 
to the contrary; and as for his legality, that great 
word, it is only what others of his lpirit have plead¬ 
ed in former ages. Did not Nebuchadnezzar perfe- 
cute the feryantSi of God by a law r Could not they 
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fay they fufFered legally ? Did not the Jews fay con¬ 
cerning our Lord, u We have a law, and by that 
“ law he ought to die ?” Did not the people of 
Majfachujfets make a law, and by it hang the poor 
innocent Quakers? Did not all thofe fay, that thofc 
fufFered legally ? And do not fome of the New- 
England minifters juftify it in their pulpits to this 
day, though others there are, I believe, really forry 
for it ? 

Oh, but (fay our modern teachers, who have mo¬ 
ney for it) we hope you will not compare us Chrif- 
tians to Jews and Heathens. 

Why not, if found in their praftices ? for when 
once people go to perfecute others for their confci- 
entious diflent, it is moft certain they go from the 
Spirit of Chrift, as may fairly be proved from Chrift’s 
own exprefFions, and doubtlefs all perfecutors are 
antichrifts, notwithftanding their fine gilding of it 
over with the words legal diftrefs, and profecution. 

In his fourth page he begins thus, € For it is a juft 
c and legal debt, as has already been proved/ (to 
thofe that agree to it, and contract it, he fhould have 
added.) 

Anfw. But unjuft and illegal to thofe that cannot 
for confidence fake confent to it, and therefore, it is 
a miftake in him to fay. It has already been proved; 
for he hath not, nor can he prove it, to force any by 
a coercive power to be confonant to the holy Scrip¬ 
tures. 

In page the 4th he fays, c God has given his mi¬ 
nifters a juft right to fome proportion of every 
man s eftate, in the place where they minifter/ 
\v hat, JewSy Heathens, and all ? What, every man 

whatfoever ? Where proves he that? for my part, 
if I were a minifter for money, I fhould think that 
what I got from other people againft their wills, 
would never profper, but would be a curfe to and 
upon me, and tend to the coafumption of the reft of 

my 
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my eftatc, rather than augmenting of it: and I have 
heard fome moderate minifters, who have money for 
their preaching, fay the fame. 

He goes on further, and fays, c And that part of 
* each man’s eftate, which God gives minifters a 
c right to by his juft and equal law.5 

Anlw. By his juft and equal gofpel he forces none ; 
but leaves every one to be fully perfuaded in their 
own minds. 

And he muft needs fay, That the gofpel power ex¬ 
ceeds the power of any law whatfoever. 

And the gofpel is free, not forced, as he in vain 
would endeavour to prove from holy Scripture. 
That muft be an unjuft law that forces people to buy 
whether they v/ill or no, and therefore none of God's 
law or way ; for all his laws and ways are equal. 

And he alfo fays in page the 4th, c They have as 
c much power to challenge it as any other debt or 
* wages.5 

Not without people agree with them, and hire 
them. And though they do agree with them, I do 
not grant that they have any colour from the New- 
Teftament to make any fuch law, even among them- 
felves, it beinn; inconfiftent with the nature of the 
glorious gofpel of Chrift. Upon which a paffage 
comes into my mind between an Indian and a New- 
England minifter, well known to fome of their teach¬ 
ers in New-England, who, for preaching, took from 
a Dijfenter from the Prrjbyterian way, one of his cows ; 
the Indian afked him why he did fo ? the pried 
anfwered, 4 If I hired vou to make a fence for me, 
* would you not expedt your wages ?’ ‘ Yes,' fays 
the Indian, ‘ but he no hire you ; and when me do 
« man’s work, then man pay me; but when you do 
£ God’s work, then God pay you.’ 

The poor Indian was in the right, for truly God’s 
pay is better than all the filver and gold in the 
world. 
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* Oh but/ fay they, c how muft we live ?* 
If they had faith in God and Chrift, they need not 

Fear a living in this world. 
c But/ fay they, c the people are fo hard-hearted, 

'c that if there were not law for it, the rttinifters 
c might ftarve/ 

Then their dodtrine muft ftarve the peoples fouls, 
or elfe furely they would not let their bodies ftarve; 
that muft needs be a lifelefs, dull, dead miniftry, 
that will not open peoples hearts, fo as to keep the 
preachers from ftarving ; but 1^ think there is no fear 
of their ftarving, for they generally live like lords 
among the people. But let them remember withal, 
that they are not to lord it over the heritage of God. 

€ It is/ fays he, c agreeable to the dodtriile of 
c Chrift and his apoftles, that fuch as refufe to pay 
c their juft debts, fhould be diftrained for the fame, 
c by virtue of the civil fword among Chriftians/ 

Anfw. He fhould fir ft prove the debt to be juft, 
and then this text would have been to his purpofe c 
for thofe that contrail debts, ought to pay them. 

In page, the 5th, he talks of the law and light of 
nature, and reafon, and fays, cc It is the law of God 
“ written in the heart/5 Rom. ii. 15. He adds, 
€ All the laws of God do fweetly harmonize both 

* 

c one with another, and the dodtrine of Chrift and 
c his apoftles, there is no manner of jar between any 
6 of thefe.’ 

Anfw. But there is a wonderful jar between the 
corrupt nature or law of man, and the divine nature 
or law of God ; he fhould have diftinguifhed be¬ 
tween the corrupt nature, reafon and law, and the 
divine; for except he rightly divides between the 
precious and the vile, he cannot be as the mouth of 
God to the people. Now the corrupt and covetous 
nature in thofe that feek their gain from their quar¬ 
ter, and preach for hire, and divine for money, fays, 
c That thofe that cannot'pay them,5 though for con- 
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fcicnce fake, f they rnuft be forced to it, whether 
6 they will or no.’ « 

But the divine nature of Chrift and his apoftles 
fays, “ Freely you have received, freely give," Mat. 
x. 8. If their gofpel is not free, they have not re¬ 
ceived it from Chrift. Alfo, if they have not re¬ 
ceived it freely, they may call it their own gofpel, 
but it is not Chrift’s. And though Chrift’s rninif- 
ters had power to eat and drink, and to forbear 
working, yet, fays the divine nature in the apoftle, 
“ I have ufed none of thofe things; neither do I 
“ write, that it fhould be fo done unto me,” i Cor. 
ix. 15. And that it is not covetoufnefs, that divers 
Vhiakers, fo called, cannot pay the covetous priefts, 
is manifeft; for they take much more, and fome- 
times double and treble, as I could eafily bring many 
inftances and living witnefles to prove what I aftert, 
from Virginia, Maryland, and abundantly in New- 
.'England, without going over to Great-Britain^ in 
which many thoufands of pounds have thofe legal 
minifters taken by force, within thefe fifty years, 
from fuch as for confcience-fake could not put it 
into their mouths; and then war has been proclaimed 
againft thofe poor fheep. Well, let the righteous 
judge, not the felf-righteous (I do not mean them) 
but thofe which are clothed upon with the righte- 
oufnefs of the Lord Jefus Chrift, as he wrought it 
outwardly for them, and alfo as he works it by his 
holy Spirit in their hearts. 

Next to his 3diy, Touching government and ma- 
giftrates, which the people called Quakers ever own¬ 
ed and honoured in their way, though they could 
not cringe, fcrape and bow, after the common mode 
of the finful times, nor give titles to them in flat¬ 
tery : but we reckon that thofe magiftrates that are 
a terror to hypocrites and evil-doers, ought to have 
a hearty inward refpedt and honour fhown them 
geueroufly in action and courteous expreflion^and not 

in 
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in a parcel of idle compliments. Such magiftrates 
as the above, were never a terror unto us, but we 
have bleffed God on their behalf in our folemn af- 
femblies publickly, and alfo often in the fecret of 
our fouls privately ; and many times prayed for our 
perfecutors alfo. I wifh this prieft be not too much 
inclining to fuch. May his eyes be opened ! 

He goes on, and endeavours to animate and ftir 
up the magiftrates to perfecution, by infinuating, 
that thofe who for confcience-lake cannot give any 
thing to the prieft, are evil, unjuft, and wicked per- 
fonswho, notwithftanding take them in a general 
way, and their conventions areas juft as the bright- 
eft of their church members, as divers of themfelves 
are forced to acknowledge. 

If for this teftimony to our innocency, any fhould 
imagine we boaft, it is he, and fuch as he, that are 
the occafion of this confident boafting, and we have 
our great apoftle, even Paul> for our example. 

Now I hope the magiftrates will take care not to 
perfecute the juft, but to turn the edge of their 
fwords againft the evil-doers; and then doubtlefs 
they will not bear their fwords in vain, and let the 
edge of it be as fharp and keen as it will, we fear it 
not : for againft true men there is no law (which is 
upon a juft bafis or foundation) that will harm 
them. 

I tenderly and lovingly, as a minifter of Jefus 
Chrift, and true lover of good government, exhort 
and warn all magiftrates to be careful to keep with¬ 
in their own province: for confcience is none of 
theirs; it is the peculiar province of Jefus Chrift ; 
the great territory of the King of kings, and judge 
of the quick and dead; and he will render unto 
every man a recompence. 

Now if confcience were only a cloak for covetouf- 
nefs, it ought to be ftripped off, but it is plain that 
cannot be our cafe : for we lofe much more by our 

C c 2 denial^ 
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denial (and fometimes a great deal more than as 
much more) by our not paying freely, as is above- 
laid. But we may, I hope, prefume that the magi- 
ftrates know their duty, without being taught it 
from the pulpit; I would have no free-fpirited ma- 
giftrate to let priefts ride them : for if they do, it is 
to be doubted they will ride them to death ; for per¬ 
fecting men of their cloth, feem to have but little 
mercy. I once heard a prieft fay to a couple of juf- 
tices (a church of England preacher for money, but 
as himfelf faid to fome ofhis neighbours, a Prejbyte- 
rian in his heart) c Do your office/ which was upon 
my poor felf, who had been preaching againft fin 
and evil, according to the beft of my underftanding 
(Why what’s the matter?) c He has been preaching/ 
fays the prieft, c in the place not licenfed, and has 
4 broke the law/ c Well/ fays another juftice be- 
fide the aforefaid two, c then you have broke the law 
c firft, for you preached there before him / and 
though it was our meeting by appointment, yet we 
quietly heard him read his fermon, and I dare fay* 
he never had quieter hearers in all his days than we 
were. 

And indeed reading is the general practice of fome 
modern teachers, far from the practice of Chrift, the 
apoftles, and primitive Chriftians, when Chriftianity 
Ihone in its primitive beauty and glory, and when 
Chriftians depended more upon the gift of the holy 
Ghoft, or Spirit, and Ids upon natural parts and hu-* 
man inventions, which is worthy of the folid confi- 
deration of all true Chriftians. 

I have alfo obferved, that thofe magiftrates who 
have joined with perfecuting priefts, in perfecuting 
men of fober lives and conventions for their relied- 

* <-/ 

ous diffent and perfuafion, that they have not prof- 
pered; and many fober people, not of our fociety, 
have taken notice of the fame. This is offered to 

the 
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the ferious coftfideration of men of high degree, in 
reverence and great humility. 

And though J. M. flatters the magiftrates, telling 
them, they bear the vifible image and character of 
gods, in order to flatter them into a perfecuting fpi- 
rit, yet I hope and believe, that he will not find many 
magiftrates nor minifters of his mind: for if all the 
magiftrates and minifters in New-England were as 
much for perfecution as he feems to be by his writ¬ 
ing, what might all thofe expedt, who differ from the 
Prejbyterian way in New-England, if they had power ? 
but bleffed be God, I certainly know that there are 
divers moderate people, who are againft perfecution, 
even amongft the Prejbyterians in New-England. 

In his page 7th, he fays, c In cafe of peoples de- 
c fedl in this matter (of paying for preaching) legal 
c compulfion is the only remedy (What no other 
* remedy?) and muft be ufed, otherwife religion, 
c which is a peoples life, will foon fall to the 
c ground.5 

Anfvv. Where will his dodlrine land ? What, 
cannot Chrift uphold his church without the magi¬ 
ftrates ? the religion of Chrift, the apoftles, and pri¬ 
mitive Chriftians, flood, and (lands yet, without be¬ 
ing fupported by the civil magiftrates. What, has 
he got lome new religion, which cannot (land with¬ 
out the outward power ? but it feems fome of the 
New-England minifters reckon that they muft fall, if 
the magiftrates do not uphold them. They (i. e. the 
magiftrates) are, fays J. M. the keepers of both 
tables. 

Anfw. But I thought that God had been the keep¬ 
er of his people, and Chrift the Shepherd of his fheep, 
and the IToly Ghofl the Comforter of them; I 
thought this infinite being had been the great prefer— 
ver of men in religion. 

In his 8th page he brings divers texts of Scripture 
taprove the power of the magiftrates, which we never 

C c 3 denied,*. / 



406 Forcing a Maintenance 

denied, efpecially when he exercifes his power and 
authority to the terror of evil-doers, and the praife 
of them that do well. And at the latter end of the 
faid page he fays, ‘ From the whole 1 conclude, 
c with fubmiffion to better judgments, that it is 
€ warrantable from Scripture, and agreeable to the 
€ dodtrine and pradtice of Chrift and his apoftles, for 
c the laws aforefaid to be put in execution/ 

Anfw. But alas! this is all befide his aftertion; 
his bufinefs was to prove a legal forced maintenance 
for gofpel minifters, or elle he doth nothing. What! 
hath he been travelling through all his pages, and 
brought forth nothing but this windy dodtrine at laft ? 
He (peaks of fubmiffion to better judgments, and I 
would have him, if he dare to do it, fubmit to the 
judgment of Chrift and his apofcles, who 1 think 
have fairly decided the queftion in favour of the poor 
abufed uakers, that it is not according, but contrary 
to the language of the Holy Ghoft in the holy Scrip¬ 
ture, that gofpel minifters maintenance fhould be 
forced by a coercive power. From what has been 
faid, let all ingenuous Chriftian readers judge. 

In page the gth, c Neverthelefs/ fays he, c if any 
* arguments can be produced from Scripture, or 
c right reafon, of greater ftrength and weight to 
c prove the negative, than there may be to main- 
c tain the affirmative; I hope I fhall readily fub- 
c fcribe thereto/ 

Anfw. A body would from thofe expreffions al- 
xuoft hope for a recantation from him, efpecially if 
he ferioufly confiders the dodtrine of Chrift and his 
apoftles, as here noted at large. 

c But/ faith he, c until I receive further light, 
« confcience commands me to conform to that mea- 
€ fure I have/ 

Anfw. He had beft to have a care of the com¬ 
manding power of an evil confcience. 

He 
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He goes on, c And while I do confcientioufly 
c conform to that meafure of light, within me, 
« walking in obedience to all its commands and 
* directions.’ 

Anfw. But fuppofe that light in him fhould be 
darknefs, then, as Chrift faid, cc How great is that 
<c darknefs?” As for certain it is, when he goes 
about to prove that for truth which is contrary to 
Chrift’s doCtrine. 

As to his faying, f Then the Quakers mull let fall 
c the grand article of their religion.’ 

Anfw. Let him ferioufly read over the firft 
chapter of John, as alfo many other places of the holy 
fcripture on that fubjeCt of the Lights and if he is 
not one of thole which are blinded, perhaps he may 
be undeceived and his grofs miftake rectified. I 
hope he is careful of preaching luch doCtrine in his 
pulpit. 

A certain church member of the Prejbyterian way 
in New-England told me, that their minifter told 
them in his pulpit, c That we denied the bible or 
c holy fcripture.’ And made the poor woman really 
believe it to be true, than which, nothing could be 
more falfe; but the honed woman thought flie 
would try me. 4 Was you,’ fays fhe, c brought up 
* among Quakers? Was your father and mother 
i Qiiakers? Yes,’laid I, 4 they were lo called.’c And/ 
fays fhe c would they fuffer you to read in the bible 
c when you were a little boy ? Yes, and correCt me 
f too, becaufe I was not io willing to do it as they 
* would have me to be.’ 

Thus have the poor Quakers been abufed in divers 
pulpits m New-England and other places, for which 
reafon, I would give this Chriftian advice to all 
profeffed Chridian miniders in New-England and 
elfewhere, wherever this may meet with them, who 
have fo abufed us, that for the time to come, they 
do not tell the people in their pulpits, that the 

C c 4 Quakers 
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Quakers deny Chrift, the fcriptures, the power of 
the magiftrates, and many other things, which would 
make a volume of themfelves, if they were all pen¬ 
ned. For them to cry out in their pulpits, c Have 
‘ a care of the delufion of the Quakers/ and at the 
iame time to delude the people to believe lies of 
them, is really horrid. 

c Oh but,’ iay they, c the Quakers are more or- 
* thodox now than they were* (when in truth it is 
the calumnies that have been call on us, are now 
made more manifeft to be falfhoods.) And then 
ought not they to be glad at the news of our refor¬ 
mation ? 

T. CHALKLET. 

NOW I fh all confider his poftfcript, in writing 
of which he has dipt his pen deep in the gall 

of bitternefs in fome parts of it, which I fhall touch 
a little upon, as I fhall come to them. 

But to begin, c Notwithstanding, * fays he, c all 
c that I have faid in the preceding difcourfe con- 
c cerning maintenance; yet as to my own particu- 
c lar, if a temporal maintenance had been my chief 
< aim, I fhould have difcovered great folly in ac- 
* cepting a call from fo fmall and poor a people/ 

Anfw. From his words, one may conclude it 
was his aim, though not his chief aim; and then as 
to the fhepherd’s call, ought it not to be from the 
great Shepherd Jefus Chrift? And if they will an- 
fwer this call, he fays, “ Go forth/’ Where do we 
find any example, for a minifter of the gofpel 
to flay and preach to only one particular congre¬ 
gation ? Pray let them produce it if they can. 

But now fuppofe a place fhould prefent to J. M. 
where the people were richer, and more of them; 
Would he not leave his poor flock, to go to the 
rich ? Pray let him have a care, as he fays, that his 
own heart do not deceive him : we but too plainly 

perceive^. 
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perceive, by the praftice of thofe money minifteis, 
that the loudeft ca.ll, is the molt money. Query, 
upon this great word Call, whether the fheep ufe to 
call the fhepherd, or the Ihephe.rd the fheep ? Do 
not they ftrangely invert the order of nature here in 
their pretended call from the people? Chrift the true 
Shepherd faid, tc My flieep hear my voice.’5 So 
that he and his fervants or minifters call the fheep, 
and not the flieep them ; and thofe holy fhepherds 
call their fheep freely, though thefe muft have 
money for their calling, and the fheep call them 
too: neither will that fatisfy fome of thofe fhepherds, 
but they will needs have money from fome poor 
fheep that never called them; and if they cannot 
give it them freely, they will have it by force. A 
young fhepherd faid to one at Salem in New-England, 
< That though Paul had power, and did not ufe it, 
c yet he would ufe the power.5 But that bleffed 
apoftle never pretended forcible power, except the 
force and power of love. 

He, the faid J. M, complains of his fmall in¬ 
come for preaching, and of his poverty; though it 
is probable he has more than all the twelve apoftles 
and feventy difciples, when they were fent forth by 
their great Lord and Mailer; and to be lure he has 
more money for preaching, than they all had. But 
he has confeffed his call is not divine, therefore not 
from Chrift; for, he fays, c If he had a divine call 
4 he would forego every thing in the world.5 And 
fo he is but a legal literal preacher and minifter : a 
minifter that forces himfelf to offer, and would alfo 
force thofe who receive not his offering, to pay 
him, though againll their confidence. 

And as for his family’s ftarving, I never heard 
nor read of any Chriftian minifter’s family ftarving, 
efpecially in a Chriftian country; nor I believe he 
nor any body elfe. Certainly there is need to cry 
out to thofe men, “ Oh ye of little faith! Who 

<c cloaths 
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S( clodths the lilies, and feeds the fparrows, fhall 
he not take care of you ? Oh ye of little faith 1” 
ear tiey orget the doctrine of him whom they 

iometimes call the Lord. 

As to what he writes in his fecond page of his 
pofficript, if he duly minds what I have writ in an- 

lwer. to h's> I think he cannot imagine that the 
naming vengeance there poured out by him upon 
ns, can any way touch us ; but let him and them 
which are concerned in .this work (for I under- 
ftand he had the help of a cunning man) have a 
care, that it fall not on themfelves. And truly 
the poor Quakers may be thankful that the flaming 
iword is not in their hands; for if it were, ex¬ 
perience, yea, woeful experience hath taught us 
that we might expeft but little mercy from fome 
or them. And pray why cannot they be more pa¬ 
tient, fince they hold that God hath ordained what¬ 
ever comes to pafs ? For they fee it come to pafs 
that we cannot join with them •, cannot they let the 
ordinance of God alone ? I remember an expreffion 
of Cotton Mather, in one of his lcurrilous pieces, 
thai the belt way to deal with the Quakers, was to 
let them alone. Then, according to C. M. this 
man, and he that helped him, has taken the word: 
way to deal with us: and tiuly they lofe ground 
generally when they meddle with us. 

As for his foolifh pity and bitter lamentation over 
us, we defire that they would lament over them¬ 
felves and their children, as our Saviour did over the 
Jews when they perfecuted; and truly thole who juf- 
tifv their fore-fathers in hanging the Quakers, and 
their other ways of fo bitterly perfecuting them as 

only need to lament, but to re¬ 
pent too. And even now, they prove themfelves to 
be the perfecutors (and not us) by forcing their 
maintenance from us. The Prejbyterians in Old- 
Englahd, alias Great-Britain, they are one with us in 

this 
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this do&rine, that forcing a maintenance for minif- 
ters from them that do not hear them, is altogether 
wrong and unjuft: and how comes it to pals, that 
the f°me people are otherwife minded in New-Eng¬ 
land? Let them refolve this quertion. 

I fhall confider thofe texts of fcripture which he 
has thrown at us (and gently return them unto him 
again.) , , 

At the end of his poftfcript he fays, c The judg- 
* ments of God are a great deep. (It es too deep for 
his legal literal buckets to fetch them up.) Rom. xi. 
7. “ The election hath obtained it, and the reft 
“ were blinded.” 

I hope he will give the Almighty leave to ele£t 
whom he pleafeth. Were the election in the power 
of this prieft, let the reader judge whether we 
might expedt any of it. 

He cites 2 Cor. iv. 3. “If our gofpel be hid, it 
is hid to thole that are loft.” 
Anfw. Now why did this prieft hide the fourth 

and next verfe, was it not for fear the light of the 
Quakers dodlrine fhould fhine unto people ? Which 
is thus (the fourth verfe opening and explaining the 
third) “ In whom the God of this world hath blind— 
« ed the minds of them which believe not; left the 
<c light of the glorious gofpel of Chrift, who is the 
« image of God, fhould fhine unto them.5’ Or as 
in the 6th verfe, u For God who commanded light 
cc to fhine out of darknefs, hath fliined in our hearts, 
<c to give the light of the knowledge of the glory 
(C of God, in the face of Jefus Chrift.He thought 
good to hide this gofpel, but I think good to make 
it manifeft; which puts me in mind of a proverb, 
c Who fo blind as thofe who will not fee ? 

He goes on, 2 'ThejJ,\ ii. 10, si, 12. “ They re- 
lc ceived not the love of the truth, that they might 
cc be faved ; and for this caufe, God fhall fend them 
^ ftrong delufion5 that they fhould believe a lie; 

“ that 
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“ that they all might be damned, who believed 
“ not the truth, but had pleafure in unri^hteouf- 

•“ nefs” And Jude 8, 10, u, I2, l3, f< Thefe 

“ filthy dreamers defpife dominion, and fpeak evil 
“ of dignities, but thefe fpeak evil of thofe things 

which they know not; woe unto them, clouds 
they are without water, raging waves foaming out 
then own fhame, wandering ftars, to whom is 

“ referved the blacknefs of darknefs for ever.” 
To all which I anlwer, ift, We have received the 

truth in the love of it, the holy Spirit bearing wit- 
nefs with our fpirits, that we are the children of 
God: which holy-witnefs is ftronger for us, than the 
witnels of ten thoufand priefts can be againft us. 

idly. So the caufe being taken away^ the effects 
of delufion ceafeth. 

And jdly, Pray let them be careful of deluding 
themfelves and the people, by keeping them in ig¬ 
norance and darknels : telling them, they cannot be 
cleanied from fin, while here in this world. For all 
thofe that believe this, do believe a lie with a wit- 
nefs, and are ftrangely and ftrongly deluded. This 
is a miferabie gofpel, contrary to the doftrine of the 
holy apoftles, who are pofitively oppofite to that 
evil tenet. “ If,” fays the apoftle, “ we walk in the 
“ light, as he is in the light, then the blood of Jefus 
“ Chrift, his Son, cleanfeth us from all fin.” And 
Chrifi came to deftroy the works of the devil, and to 
fave his people from their fin.. And pray beware 
of taking pleafure impleading for unrighteoufnefs. 

4thly, As to thefe filthy dreamers, pray be care¬ 
ful what you dream in your pulpits to the people; 
for l'ome of you will not allow of the immediate 
operation of the Holy Ghoft; wherefore beware of 
filthy dreams, and old wives fables. 

5thly, We defpife not thofe who are dignified in 
truth, and rule well in the church (not with rigour 
and perfecution) and we account them worthy of 

double 
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double honour; but perfecutors are not fo much as 
worthy of fingle honour, and we fhould be but hy¬ 
pocrites to give it them. 

6thly, And what celeftial rain, or holy divine 
water, is there in thofe cloudy dark preachers, who 
preach damnation to the greateft part of the world ? 
Let them look to it, and repent in time. 

ythly, cc Raging waves, foaming out their fhame/’ 
Anfvv. If perfecution is not the fruits of rage 

and fhame, I do not know what is. Pray courteous 
reader judge. 

8thly, “ Wandering ftars, to whom is referved 
the blacknefs of darknefs for ever/5 
Now becaufe many caft this text in our teeth, I 

fhall write a little to it, thus; This muft be intend¬ 
ed to thofe who wander from the holy Spirit, gift 
and grace of God in themfelves, by and from which 
every true minifter of Chrift ought to exercife his 
gift, and not to fpeak when, where, and what he 
pleafes : Oh happy world ! if all profeffing to be 
Chriftian minifters did not wander from this gift into 
the inventions and traditions of men. And further, 
this cannot be taken in an outward fenfe, becaufe 
Chrift himfelf and his apoftles travelled much, and 
faid, <c Take us for examples, follow us, as we have 
cc followed Chrift/’ And all that know any thing 
of 1 etters, know that the word apoftie fignifies a 
mefienger, which neceffarily implies a traveller; and 
divers of thefe blefled ones had no certain dwelling- 
place. Our dear Lord himfelf had not whereon to 
lay his head, as himfelf lays; and thofe who con- 
fcientioufly travel to turn people from darknefs to 
light, and from the power of Satan to the power of 
God, and are inftrumental to turn many to righte- 
oufnefs, notwithftanding all men can do to blacken 
them, yet the holy text fays, Dan. viii. 2, 3. cc They 
cc fhall fhine as the brightnefs of the firmament, and 
fc as the ftars, for ever and ever/5 Amen. 

T. CHALKLEY, 

/ 
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SERMON on the Mount. 

If ye love me, keep my Commandments, John xiv. k. 

Ye are my Friends, if ye do whatfoever I command you, 

John xv. 14. 

The PREFACE to the READER. 

H RI S T being the great author of the Chrif- 
tian religion, I have thought to make fome 

oblervations on his Sermon which he pleached on 
the Mount, which might be acceptable to fome of 
his followers; efpecially fuch who defire to fulfil his 
holy will, and not to reit fatisfied in a form and fhew 
only of his religion. 

And alfo confidering that it is the greateft collec¬ 
tion of his words left us in the New Teftament by 
the Evangelifts in any one place, I was in hopes that 
fome obfervations thereon might tend to promote: 
the reading of it in the holy fcriptures. 

But 
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But the greateft end I had in this undertaking 
was, that the profeffors of the name of the holy 
JeJus might live and walk in his truth, and in the 
doftrine which he has there laid down for his fol¬ 
lowers to pradtife; and that in fo doing, they might 
have peace to their fouls here, and reft in the king¬ 
dom of glory for ever. 

It is by fome accounted and looked upon in youth 
to be a commendable and worthy practice to write 
down fermons, and to copy and read them over: 
and, I believe, it will be generally acknowledged, 
that there was never any fermon preached in the 
world, that can be compared with this of Chrift, 
which he preached in the Mount, and is recorded by 
the evangelift Matthew, in his 5th, 6th, and 7th 
chapters; which if our young and rifing generation 
would often read, and fometimes write it down, if 
time would admit, but be fure to take care to prac- 
tife it, this would be truly noble in them; and 
which, if they figd they want inward ftrength to per¬ 
form, then that they would feek it in fecret at the 
hand of the Almighty Jehovah, in whom is ever- 
lading ftrength; and it is recorded in holy fcripture, 
that he “ gives liberally, and upbraideth not.” 
He will not upbraid thee becaufe thou art but a 
child, or tender in years : Oh, therefore, feek him 
betimes! for it is written, <c They who feek him 
<c early fhall find him.” 

The Chriftian religion being run into many divi- 
fions and fub-divifions, this holy Sermon, if Chrifi- 
tians would walk according to it, might and would 
help to heal their differences, and to foften them in 
their fentiments one of another. And it is to be be¬ 
lieved and hoped, that all parties will confefs, that 
the dodtrine in this fermon is good, and ought to be 
promoted amongft all who profefs the worthy name 
of the Lord Jefus; and whoever walks contrary to 
this rule mu ft needs be in the wrong. 

The 
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The general end of preachers is, or fhould be, to 
have their do&rine taken notice of, and put in prac¬ 
tice ; and this being counfel from the “ Wonder¬ 

ful, Counlellor, the mighty God,” and Saviour, 
“ the everlafting Father, and Prince of peace,” we 
fliould take more than ordinary notice of it. 

Confidering alfo, that he not only fpake his doc¬ 
trine,, but lived in it-, and not only lived in, but 
died in it, and for it, and us alio. "Wherefore we 
are deeply engaged to hear him with an obedient 
heart and ear. cc This, fays the voice from the 
moll excellent Glory, “ is my beloved Son, hear ye 
<c him.” And Mofes the man of God fays, “ That 
“ he that will not hear him, fhall be deftroyed from 
“ among!!: the people:” viz. from an inheritance 
with the faints, in the kingdom of God and his 
Chrift. 1 

I have carefully tranfcribed the fermon verbatim, 
and made fome obfervations on it afterward, I think 
on every verfe a little, as I found opennefs to it on 
my mind ; and it is recommended to the ferious 
perufal and confideration of all thofe who tenderly 
and unfeignedly love our Lord Jefus Chrift in 
Sincerity. 

r. CHALK LET. 

Matthew 
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Matthew v. i, 2. 

A ND fee*nS ^ie multitudes, he went up 
cc il into a mountain : and when he was fet, 
<f his difciples came unto him, and he opened his 
“ mouth, and taught them, laying,” &c. 

Our Lord feeing the multitudes, for the advancing 
his Father’s glory, his own kingdom, and the good 
of fouls, went up into the mountain, and fat in the 
power of the Father; and when fo fet down, his 
dilciples came unto him : which (hews the ntceliity 
of coming to Ohrid, to hear his word, and that 
Chridians ought to affemble themfelves before him, 
that he may Ipeak to them either immediately, or if 
he pleafes to enlarge the heart of any of his mi miters 
to declare his word ; and as his difciples then per- 
ionahy came unto him, fo now we ought to come to 
him in fpirit; and then, wFen but two or three are 
fo come to him, he is as really prefent fpiritually, as 
he was per/onally in the Mount. And as this meet¬ 
ing in the Mount was powerful and glorious, fo will 
all thofe be, in meafure, where Jefus is really pre¬ 
fent in fpirit. “ And he opened his mouth, and 
<c taught them.” Thus when true believers meet 
before (Thrift, he teaches them, and opens* the myf- 
teries of the kingdom of God, and fpeaks truly to 
the (late of the people, even now fpiritually, as he 
did then vocally ; and his word is with power and 
great glory Oh ! may ali his fervants and miniflers, 
who are lenfible of his divine call, mipider accord¬ 
ing to their ieveral gifts and capacities, in his power, 
and by his holy and divine authority : this mud re¬ 
form the woild, and change the hearts of poor mor¬ 
tals, and forward the work of reformation, which, 

^ d with 
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with godly forrow it may be truly faid, goes but too 
flowly on in this world. Chrifl being thus fet in 
the power of the Father, opened his mouth, and let 
fall a fhower of bleffings on thofe whole hearts were 
prepared to receive them; for his great love and 
tender companion is generally manifefted to poor 
fouls, when they with love and zeal to him, and for 
the honour of his great name, meet and affemble 
before him. Fie begins and fays, 

Verfe 3. cc Bleffed are the poor in fpirit, for theirs 
€C is the kingdom of heaven,53 

It is a fafe and bleffed ftate to be truly and fpirit- 
ually poor, and to be rightly fenfible of it before the 
Moft High ; for then we are nothing, nor have any 
thing but from the Lord ; and without him man 
fees himfelf undone, his foul muft ftarve, he mud 
go naked, if the Almighty do not feed him and 
clothe him; and when he or fhe fees themfelves poor 
and wretched, miferable, blind and naked, without 
Chrift, notwithftanding all the fine things they’may 
enjoy in this world, which is of a fading nature. 
Oh! then how the foul cries, how it begs for mercy 
and grace; a dry form of words will not fatisfy it 
then, but it begs with tears. Lord help me, or I 
pcrifh ! Save me, or I am undone for ever! Here 
the foul humbly approaches the throne of grace by 
prayer, and if an anfwer is not quickly received, 
for fuch a foul is apt to think the time long, it 
waits patiently with that fervant of God, who faid, 
tc Though he flay me, yet will I truft in him:35 For 
I know there is no help for me but from thee. Oh ! 
my God, and my Saviour, faith the truly poor foul, 
the food which muft keep life in me, is thy word, 
and the raiment which I want, is thy righteouinels, 
as thou wrought it for me, and works it on me alfo. 
The Lord looks with a compaffionate eye on fuch 
fouls, and doth not ufe to turn them away empty; 
but as they abide in the patience, waiting for his 
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appearance in hope, he affures them of the kingdom ; 
and a great turn and change is witnefted; for the 
blefilng of Chrift makes them rich, which adds no 
forrovv with it; for the greateft forrow was, and is, 
for want of it 5 now their treafure and heart is in 
heaven, and heavenly things are their chiefeft de¬ 
light; now they are cloathed with Chrift’s righte- 
oufnefs, he hath put it upon them, and they fhew it 
in the fight of men, a thorough change being 
wrought both within and without alfo; cc The Holy 
cc Spirit bearing witnefs with their fpirits, that they 
6C are the children of God and Chrift fays, 
“ Theirs is the kingdom of heaven.3' 

Verfe 4. “ Bleflfed are they that mourn : for they 
6C fhall be comforted." 

The mourning here fpoken of, is that of a godly 
fort, which may fometimes appear outwardly: ift. 
For the foul may mourn for its own fins and iniqui¬ 
ties: adly, For want of a Saviour; and, 3dly, For 
the iniquities of others. “ For," firft, 4C all have 
<c finned, and come fhort of the glory of God 
and fince we have all finned, we have all need to 
mourn before the Lord, and bow ourfelves before 
the Moft High 1 and when he fees that we are hum- 
bled before him, he then will comfort us: Chrift 
will fend the Comforter, the Spirit of truth in his 
name, who will come unto us; and when he is come, 
we may plainly know and underftand it is he, by 
what he doth, according to Chrift’s own rule, which 
is infallible and certain ; fays he, <c When he is 
6C come, he will reprove," or convince, cc the world 
“ of fin, of righteoufnefs, and judgment: of fin, 

becaufe they believed not on me; of righteouf- 
“ nefs, becaufe I go to my Father, and ye fee me 
fC no more; and of judgment, becaufe the prince 
<c of this world is judged." Thus according to 
Chrift, that which fhews us our fin, and convinces 
us of it, is the Spirit of truth, the Comforter; that, 
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after we have mourned for our fins, which he con¬ 
vinces us of, then he comforts us with inward com¬ 
fort and confolation. 2dly, This Comforter alfo 
convinceth us of our formal righteoufnefs, when it 
is only formal without the power of Chrift; and then 
the loul mourns after the life and power of godlinefs, 
which indeed is great gain, with true contentment, 
and hath the promile of the things ot this life, and 
that alio which is to come. And io here we are 
comforted by the Spirit in the promife, in which we 
have faith to believe in Chrift, and that he will veniy 
do as he hath promifed. jdly, It alfo convinceth 
us of judgment, when we judge with wrong judg¬ 
ment; and when we mourn for our miftake, he makes 
us fenfible of this righteous judgment, which judges 
the prince of this world, who is judged by Chrift; 
and then inftead of mourning, we are ready to fing 
with the faints of old, cc Salvation, and glory, and 
“ honour, and power, unto the Lord our God, for 
<c true and righteous are his judgments, for he hath 
<c judged the great whore which did corrupt the 
“ earth with her fornication, and hath revenged the 
cf blood of his fervants at her hand.5* 

Secondly, The loul being truly in love with 
Chrift, and he being abfent from the foul in fome 
fenfe *, or if he feems to ftay a great while from it, 
although to try and prove the foul: this makes us 
mourn greatly like the fpoufe in the Canticles, who 
lets forth the beauty and excellent parts and come- 
linefs of her Beloved, and all her forrow is, he had 
withdrawn himfelf: and well may a foul be lorrow- 
ful, when Chrift fpiritually withdraws himfelf : 
tc The children or the bridechamber mourn in the 
cc Bridegroom’s abfence, but rejoice in his pre- 

fence,5> fays Chrift; who is the very perfection of 
beauty and holinels. But the foul abiding in his 
love, and feeking of him, and waiting for him, in 
his own due time he will certainly come to that loul; 
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for he is the truth who faid, “ BlelTed are they that 
“ mourn, for they do all be comforted.” 

Thirdly, Again pious fouls cannot but mourn for 
the fins, and abominations of the times, which is a 
great exercife to them, and affefts them with forrow 
and mourning; but they are comforted with bleffed 
promises, which the Holy Ghoft at times and feafons 
immediately applies to their fouls, as recorded in 
the holy Scripture; and let it be remembered, that all 
our good times and feafons are in the hand of the 
Lord. It is recorded in the holy Scripture, that 
God would have his people fpoken comfortably to; 
lfa. xl. 1. And that he would <c give them beauty 

for allies, the oil of jov for mourning, and the 
6C garment of praife for tnc fpirit of heavinefs; that 

they might be called trees of righteoufnefs, the , 
cc planting of the Lord, that he might be glorified.” 
'Ifa. i x i. 3. 

Verfe 5. cc Bleffed are the meek: for they fhall 
<c inherit the earth.” 

tc Be not high-minded,” faith one of his fervants; 
and another faith, <c God refideth the proud, but 

giveth grace to the humble;” again, “ The meek 
<c will he teach his way, and the meek will lie guide 
■c in judgment;” as the holy Scripture witneffeth. 
So that well faid our holy Saviour, that the meek 
fhould be bleffed; grace is given to them, and God 
is their teacher, and their guide in judgment; a molt 
bleffed gift, teacher and guide: a great bidding in¬ 
deed, to receive grace from Almighty God, to be 
taught his ways by him, and to have the holy One 
to be our guide in judgment. And he who has all 
power in heaven and in earth committed into his 
hand, fays as above, “ That the meek fhall inherit 
iC the earth:” they have the righted: and trued en¬ 
joyment of all the things of this life; whereas the 
proud and Icornful are a burthen to themfelves and 
others, and hardly any thing pleafes them, or any 
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thing good enough for them ; when on the other 
hand; the meek and contented mind hath', accord¬ 
ing to a good general maxim, a continual fead. 

Verfe 6. cc Bleffed are they which do hunger and 
cc third after righteoufnefs : for they (hall be filled.” 

Let it be remembered, that as our mortal bodies 
cannot enjoy health long, without a natural appetite 
to meat and drink, fo our fouls cannot live unto ho- 
linefs, without a lpiritual hunger, and an inward 
third after the righteoufnefs which Chrift puts upon 
his faints; not by imputation only, but aftually 
alfo : fuch fouls he will fill, as holy Mary witnefied 
and bare her teftimony to the truth thereof, viz. 
<c He hath filled the hungry with good things, and 
<c the rich he hath fent empty away/* When we are 
emptied of fin and felf, then there is room for the 
Almighty to pour into us of his Spirit (if we would 
fill any thing, it mud be empty) fo mud we be 
empty, if we hunger and third after righteoufnefs; 
truly, then fhall we pray to our heavenly Father for 
divine food, and it will be our meat and drink to do 
his will •, and we fhall delight to feed upon his word, 
as Chrid fays, <c Man fhall not live by bread alone, 
<c but by every word which proceedeth out of the 
<c mouth of God.” This is holv food for the foul, 
which nourifhes and keeps it alive to God, and with¬ 
out which it is dead, notwithdanding it may have 
the form and fafhion of a living body. And as this 
hunger and third, or defire, mud be fpiritual, fo muft 
the food be alfo, “ It being the Spirit that quick-* 
<c ens,” and gives life to the foul ; wherefore let a 
fpiritual hunger and third be in the foul after God 
and his righteoufnefs. A righteous foul being great¬ 
ly a-third after the Lord, cries out, “ As the hart 
<c panteth after the water-brook, fo doth my foul 
tc after the living God.” And this holy third was 
greatly fatisfied, fo that his heart was many times 
fweetly opened to praife the Lord. It is true, we 
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have an adverfary that would be filling us with many 
things flelhly, worldly and Jatanical; but we are to 
ihut up our hearts againft him, and to keep out all 
thofe things, and to ftand open to Chrift, and empty 
before him$ and if we find this our adverfary too 
hard for us, we are to fly and cry to the Lord for 
fuccour and help, who is a God not only afar oft, 
but alfo near at hand, and a prelent help in the 
needful time, as many of his fervanus and children 
have experienced and witnefled him. Wherefore, 
to be truly hungry and thirfty after Chrift and his 
righteoufnefs, intitles us to his gracious prornife, 
who fays, “ they fhall be filled.” - 

Verfe 7. cc Eleffed are the merciful: for they fhall 
cc obtain mercy.” 

It is highly necefiary for mortals to fliew mercy, 
in all their words and adtions one to another, and 
alfo to the creatures, which God hath made for the 
ufe of man : it is ufually faid, that a merciful man 
is merciful to his beaft, which generally is true ; and 
if men are merciful to their beads, how much more 
ought they to be merciful one to another. Where 
mercy is to be extended, it ought not to be done 
fparingly, fince thereby, according to Chrift’s blefled 
dodtrine, we are to obtain mercy. That fervant that 
fliewed no mercy to his fellow, had no mercy fliewed 
unto him from his lord. It is alfo recorded, in the 
name of the Lord, cc He hath fhewn unto thee, O 
cc man, what is good, that thou fhouldft do juftly, 
cc love mercy, and walk humbly with thy God •/* by 
which it appears, that we are not juft in the fight of 
God, if we are cruel and unmerciful one to another: 
and we ought not only to be merciful, but to love it; 
which, ir we are truly humble, we fhall certainly do ; 
mercy will leflfen, and not magnify weaknefs, fail¬ 
ings, or frnall trivial things one in another : and 
lometimes, as the cafe may require, lome larger 
things; and yet there is room for feafonable reproof 
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and correction : but mercy muft be mixed with juf- 
tice, elfe the correction may end in tyranny. We 
ought to be gentle to all men, which is a true token 
of true gentility: fo to be truly merciful, is to be 
blefifed, and to obtain mercy. 

Verfe 8. “ Bleifed are the pure in heart: for they 
“ (hall fee God.” 

by which we may underftand, that we are to take 
care of our hearts, and to keep a ftridl watch over 
them ; and not admit unclean or unchafte thoughts, 
or finful defnes, to have an entrance therein. ^And 
if at unawai es they fliould at anv time enter, we mult 
not entertain nor love them, but turn them out; 
for we, in this, lliould be like our heavenly Father,' 
of purer eyes than to hehold iniquity with any al¬ 
lowance or approbation : otherwise it will hinder us 
from feeing God, and from the fweet enjoyment of 
his molt precious prefence, and beholding the only 
Begotten of the Father, and the fullnefs of his grace 
and truth, which we cannot fee if our hearts are 
impure : an inftance of which, we have in the Scribes 
and Pbarifees, though they were outwardly righteous 
and clean, yet within were very impure, fo that they 
could not fee God, though he was in Chrift recon¬ 
ciling the world to himfelf: notwithstanding their 
nice difcerning eves, yet they could not lee him, for 
the impurity of their hearts, which was fo great, that 
they murdered the juft One, their hearts beino- full 
of deceit and hypocrify. “ Make clean the infide, 
tc that the outfide may be clean alfo,” fays Chrift : 
from whence it appears, that a true Chriftian muft 
be clean, both within and without alfo. The true be¬ 
ginning of the work of purity and fanctity muft be 
hr ft within; and being innocent and pure in heart, 
we Hr all then fee the glory of the Father, the lovely 
beauty of the Son, and the power of the Holy Ghoft 
or Spirit. 

Verfe 
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Verfe 9. cc Blefled are the peace-makers: for they 
cc fhall be called the children of God/5 

This peace-making is excellent work, and a blef- 
fed calling ; what pity it is, that there is not more 
fuch workmen in the world, who would fet them- 
felves heartily to it, which if they did in a right 
fpirit, God would certainly pro (per the work in 
their hands, and plentifully reward them with his own 
peace, which paffeth the common underftanding of 
the natural man. It our ingenious men, our men 
and women, of fkill and good natural parts, would 
take a little pains, nay, when the cafe requires, a 
great deal, the Almighty would richly reward them. 
This work is not too mean even for princes and no¬ 
bles ; no, not even the greatelt monarchs on earth, 
without it, be too mean for them to be called the 
children of God. And if the children of God are 
peace-makers, what, and whofe children are they, 
who break the peace of nations, communities, and 
families? Wherefore, we fhould feek peace with 
all men, and enfue it, pr fue for it, by our continual 
feeking of it, being a precious jewel when found; 
and though this office may feem a little unthankful 
in the beginning, or at firit, yet in the end it brings 
forth the peaceable fruits of righteoufnefs, as many 
fo labouring have wirnefled. And Chrift, to encou¬ 
rage the work, fays, “ They fhall be called the 
“ children of God •/' which are words of the King 
of kings; and if the princes of this world would 
promote this work among themfelves, it would fave 
them a vail expence of treafure, and of blood ; and 
as thefe peace-makers are to be called the children 
of God, they who are truly concerned herein, are not 
only fo called, but a 1 c lo in deed and in truth. 

V ene 10. cc Bieffed are they who are perfecuted 
<c for righteoufnefs-fake : for theirs is the kingdom 

of heaven/5 

Perfecution 



Perfecution may be confidered in relation to ca¬ 
lumny and reproach, and in imprifonments, con¬ 
finements or the like, or taking away life or o-0ods 
on a religious account for confcientious fcruples, 
&c. What fad work hath there been on this account 
in the world, not among Turks and Jews only, but 
among profelTors of Chriit and Chriftianity, which 
is indeed a great reproach to that holy name. Per- 
iecution for righteoufnefs fake, is not fit for Turks 
or Jews, much lefs for the profelTors of our meek 
Lord, his difpenfation and gofpel being abfolutely 
the reverie to it; which is a lhameful fin to all men, 
in all nations: but however, the perfecuted have 
this comfort in the midft of all their fufferings, they 
are blefied of Chrift their Lord, who himfelf fufter- 
ed for them, and are promifed by him the kingdom 
of heaven. By which dotftrine it may fafely be con¬ 
cluded, that the members of his true church never 
perfecuted any, though they have been ofcen perfe¬ 
cuted by many, as the large and voluminous books 
and tracts, of perfecuting for religion, now extant, 
do plainly make appear; by which the eyes of many 
are open to fee the uglinefs of it, and a fpirit of 
moderation begins to grow and fpring a little in the 
earth, in divers parts thereof. 

It were to be defired, that all Chriftians modera¬ 
tion might more and more increafe, and might ap¬ 
pear unto all men, becaufe God is at hand, who will 
jultify the innocent, whom he knows better than any 
man becaufe he fees their hearts, and he will con¬ 
demn none but the guilty. How fhall the Jews be 
converted, or the Turks convinced, to and of the 
variety of the Chriftian religion, while its profelTors 
are tearing and rending one another to pieces ? 
Had it not been for the immoderation and perfecu¬ 
tion among profelTors of Chrift in Chrijlendom, fo 
called, it is probable Chriftianity would have made 
a far greater progrefs in all the four quarters of the 
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world long before this time, than it hath now done. 
Perfecution hath been propofed by the immoderate, 
to lay heats and divifions, and cure breaches ; but 
the ancient hiftory of perfecution, and the modern 
practice of it, fully convinces us that it hath always 
tended to make the hot hotter, the divisions greater, 
and the breach wider, and fo the contention to grow 
endlefs; which nothing will end, but a calm and 
quiet temper of mind, the mind being cooled by 
the gentle influences of the holy Spirit of Chrift the 
immaculate Lamb, who came not to deflroy nor de¬ 
vour, but to feek and to fave that which was loft 
and gone aftray, that he might bring them home to 
his fold of reft in his Father's kingdom. 

Verfe 11. cc Bleffed are ye when men fhall revile 
€t you and perfecute you, and fhall fay all manner 
<c of evil againft you falfely for my fake." 

Verfe 12. cc Rejoice and be exceeding glad: for 
<6 great is your reward in heaven; for fo perfecuted 
tc they the prophets which were before you." 

There is a perfecution, as before hinted, by ca¬ 
lumny and reproach, or reviling, by evil-fpeaking 
and falfities, which, for the molt part, it is better 
patiently and quietly to fufter, for Chrift’s fake ; and 
if we were abufed, to appeal to him, for many times 
words beget words, till at laft it comes to prejudice, 
and breaks the unity and peace of brethren and fa¬ 
milies; fo that in a general way, one had better fuf- 
fer the calumnies and reproaches of evil men, with 
a tender concern for God's glory, refting in the 
bleffing of Chrift; and that thou wilt molt furely 
feel, if thou can appeal to him on this wife, cc Lord, 
<c thou knows I fufter this wrong for thy fake." In 
fuch fuffermgs there is an inward joy, a fpiritual re¬ 
joicing; and the heart of the perfecuted is abun¬ 
dantly more glad, through the bleffing and good- 
nefs of Chrift, than the perfecutor’s, whole con¬ 
ference accufeth him in fecret. And as to perfonal 
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perfection, it is no more than the prophets, and 
our Lord, did fuffer before us. And with that con- 
fideration Chrift comforts his fu fieri ng feed : “ And 
*c thofe who fuffer with him, and his feed, thcfe 
if have the promife of reigning with him •/’ and 
himfelf hath promifed them a reward, no lefs than 
the kingdom of heaven. 

\erie 13. u le are the fait of the earth: but 
if the ialt hath loft its favour, wherewith fhall it 
be ialted ? It is thenceforth good for nothing but 

“ to be caft out, and to be trodden under foot of 
men.” 

Here Chrift fheweth that his followers muft feafon 
the earth, by living a favoury life, and by walk¬ 
ing according to his doctrine, whofe doftrine is won¬ 
derfully let forth in this excellent fermon ; and if we 
live up to thofe holy rules, vve fhall then be fervice- 
able in our generation, and our lives will teach the 
people as well as our words, and fometimes better 
too, by how much example is better than precept; 
and indeed Chriftians ought to be careful in both, 
in life to live holily, and in words to be fparing, 
obferving to <c Let your words be few and favoury, 
u 2nd iealbned with grace, that they may adminifter 
“ grace to the hearersThus Ihould we feafon the 
world, and fait it with the Tilt of the covenant; but 
if we lofe this favour of grace, and take a libertv 
which Chrift and his truth do not allow of, of {peak¬ 
ing at random things which are not convenient nor 
edifying, but altogether uniavoury; then, according 
to our Mafter which is in heaven, we are pood for 
nothing but to be caft out (i. e. out of the church) 
and then we fhall be trampled upon by men, as in 
truth we deferve: not that our bodies are to be kil¬ 
led, or deftroyed; for the door of the church is al¬ 
ways open to receive true penitents. But for this 
end and good purpofe we are chaftened of the Lord, 
that the l'oul may be faved in the day of the Lord. 

And 
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And thole who know godly forrow for their fins, 
and turning from the evil of their ways by amend¬ 
ment of life, thofe Chrift forgives, and advifeth his 
church to do the fame, faying, <c If he repent for- 
“ give him which repentance is beft rnanifefted 
by a new life, and holy and blamelefs converfation; 
for words without works are good for nothing but to 
be trodden under foot of men. 

Verfe 14. u Ye are the light of the world: a 

u city that is fet on a hill cannot be hid.” 
True and faithful Chriftians are indeed as ftars in 

God’s firmament, which are of excellent ufe to peo¬ 
ple in the night leafon, and more efpecially when 
they are not clouded, and in a particular manner to 
thofe who travel on the leas, for when they have not 
feea the fun for a feafon, then they are good guides 
to the fea-faring man; and likewife in the wilder- 
nefs on the land; and this world is like a wilder- 
nefs, and like the troubled fea, to fome poor fouls; 
and then good men and good women, are fer- 
viceable to reprove and inftrudt in righteoufnefs: 

Such,’5 fays Daniel the prophet, cc fhall fliine as 
cc the brightnefs of the firmament, and as the ftars, 
cc for ever and ever.” And thefe are like “ a city 
C£ fet upon a hill, which cannot be hid.” 

Verfe 15. cc Neither do men light a candle and 
tc put it under a bufhei, but on a candleftick, and 
cc it giveth light to ail that are in the houfe.” 

Mortal men, when divinely enlightened by the 
Grace and Spirit of Chrift, ought to exert them- 
feives to their Matter’s glory, and excite others, and 
ftir them up to their duty ; and to endeavour, as 
much as in them lies, to promote the kingdom and 
intereft of their dear Lord ; for men are God’s can¬ 
dles, as the lcripture faith, cc The fpirit of man is 

the candle of the Lord ft* and this candle is often 
lighted by Chrift, who cc lighteth every man that 
“ cometh into the world,” John i. 9. and is the true 
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light of the great Father of lights. The great and 
good end of (Thrift’s lighting man’s fpirit, and 
illuminating him with divine light, is, that he may 
fhine out to others, in a good converfation and a 
holy life, which is both lerviceable to others and 
himfelf alfo; and anfwers the end of him who en¬ 
lightened him by the fire of his word, or with a coal 
from his holy altar; being thus lighted, and walk¬ 
ing in it, “ as the nations of them that are faved, 
“ ftiall walk in the light of the Lamb.” Here all 
the houfe, or fociety, is truly lighted by fuch lights; 
and thofe who have received greater gifts or degrees 
of divine light from Chrift, than fome others, and 
may have a larger fhare of natural or acquired parts, 
ought not to hide it (as our Lord phrafes it) under 
a bufhel, but put it, in its proper place, or, on a 
candleftick ; and as the candle is of little ufe when 
it is put out, therefore we ought to be very careful 
to keep to watchfulnefs and prayer, that it be kept 
lighted in time of darknefs; for the candle of the 
wicked is often put out. 

Verfe 16. tf Let your light fo fhine before men, 
that they may fee your good works, and glorify 
your Father which is in heaven.” 
Since there is a bright and fhining nature and qua¬ 

lity in the holy lives of Chrift’s fervants, and in the 
converfations of his faithful followers, therefore it 
fhould and ought to be manifeft, and to appear be¬ 
fore men ; our lamp ihould be burning, and our 
light fliining; and we ftiould take care to get and 
keep holy oil in our veftels, that therewith our lamps 
may be fupplied, otherwife folly inftead of wifdom 
will appear in our converfations, which will be a 
hindrance, when our great Bridegroom cometh, to 
our entrance into life or God’s kingdom, and greatly 
hindereth our Matter’s glory, whicn by all means we 
are to endeavour the furtherance of; and men ge¬ 
nerally take more notice of our evil works, and, 
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where an evil eye is open will fooner fee them than 
our good ones; lo that we had need to be very care¬ 
ful, and keep a holy watch in our converfations, 
that our light may fo fliine, as that our Father which 
is in heaven may be glorified, in our bringing forth 
much good fruit. 

Verfe 17. “ Think not that I am come to deftroy 
cc the law or prophets: I am not come to deftroy, 
<c but to fulfil.5' 

Verfe 18. cc For verily I fay unto you, till hea- 
<c ven and earth pafs, one jot or one tittle fhall in 
cf no wife pals from the law, till all be fulfilled.5* 

The excellency of the difpenfation of the glorious 
gofpel of Jefus Chrift is really wonderful! having 
no manner of tendency toward deftroying the law of 
God given by Mojes; for Chrift’s doftrine comes up 
through it, fulfils it, and goes beyond it, in perfec¬ 
tion, and in the beauty of holinefs, and in the life 
and power of pure religion. 

ct The law,5' faith the apoftle, cc is a fchoolmafter, 
<c to bring us to Chrift and no man can come truly 
to Chrift, nor be in him, or be a new creature, with¬ 
out coming through the law, and keeping the com¬ 
mandments : but thefe commandments are to be 
diftinguifhed from the fuperftitious traditions and 
ceremonious cuftoms of the Jews. The Scribes and 
Pharijees, who though they fat in Mojes's feat, did 
not do as Mojes did, but crucified him whom Mojes 
prophelied of, faying, “ The Lord your God fhall 

raile up a Prophet from among your brethren like 
<c unto me, unto him fhall ye hearken.55 Chrift and 
his difciples teach the law, though not the traditions 
of the Jews, who were very careful of their fmall 
tithes, of their own intereft, though but of, or in 
fmall things, neglefting the weighty matters of the 
law, which is in no wife to be paffed by, but to be 
fulfilled while heaven and earth endure* 

Now 
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Now the law and commandments which our Lord 
fpoke of, are generally underftood to be thole ten 
commandments recorded in the 20th chapter of Exo- 
dusy with other abfolute commands written by Mofes 
diftinguifhed from the Jews traditions, and fuch as 
were general to mankind : for Chrift is the general 
Saviour, both of the Jew and alfo of the Gentile, 
who believe in and obey him: and that thofe com¬ 
mandments may the more be minded and taken 
notice of, and imprinted in people’s thoughts, they 
are here, in part, transcribed out of the 20th chap¬ 
ter of Exodus. 

I. Thou finalc have no other gods before me, 
II. Thou lhalt not make unto thee any graven 

image, or any likenefs of any thing that is in hea¬ 
ven above, or in the earth beneath, or that is in the 
water under the earth: thou fhalt not bow clown 
thyfelf to them, nor ferve them. 

III. Thou fhalt not take the name of the Lord 
thy God in vain: for the Lord will not hold him 
o*uiltlefs that takcth his name in vain. 
O 

IV. Remember the fabbath day to keep it holy. 
V. Honour thy father and thy mother: that thy 

days may be long upon the land which the Lord 
thy God giveth thee. 

VI. Thou fhalt not kill. 
VII. Thou lhalt not commit adultery. 
VIII. Thou fhalt not deal. 
IX. Thou finale not bear falfe witnefs againft thy 

neighbour. 
X. 1 hou fhalt not covet thy neighbour’s houfe, 

nor his wife, nor his man-fervant, nor his maid- 
fervant, nor his ox, nor his als ; nor any thing that 
is thy neighbour’s. 

All which, our holy Lord Jefus Chrift fulfilled in 
his own perlbn, and taught it to the people, as this 
his mod hoiv lean on will witnefs abundantly: and 

all 
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all who profefs his great name, mu ft and ought to 
teach the fame. 

Verfe 19. “ Whofoever therefore fhall break one 
fc of thefe lead commandments, and teach men fo, 
cc he fhall be called the lead in the kingdom of 
cc heaven; but whofoever fhall do and teach them, 
cc the fame fhall be called great in the kingdom of 
cc heaven/’ 

Here we are dri£lly enjoined, as we value our re¬ 
putation in heaven, both to do and to teach, the 
commandments and law of Mojes; though not the 
ordinances, commandments, or traditions of the 
Scribes. Now the Scribes and Pharifees taught divers 
good things in words, as we underdand by Chrift; 
cc But,” fays he, “ be ye not like unto them; for 
<c they fay, and do not:” example being often of 
more force and power than precept: they might 
have faid, as fome of our modern Scribes do, to the 
people, c You mud not do as we do; but do as we 
4 fay.’ But, according to Chrid, this will not ferve 
their turn; for he fhuts the gates of heaven a- 
gainft all them, and all fuch, though his own 
hearers, as in the next verfe. 

Yerfe 20. cc For I fay unto yon, except your 
Cf righteoufhefs fhall exceed that of the Scribes and 
cc Pharifees, ye fhall in no cafe enter into the king- 
cc dom of heaven.” 

Thole Scribes and Pharifees had a righteoufnefs, 
but it was one of their own making, an outfide one 
only, whereas within they were full of deceit and 
hypocrily ; they cried up righteoufnefs in words, 
and yet cried out againd him who taught it in the 
greated purity, and fought his deftruftion; they 
were notable examples to all perfecutors for religion* 
Our Lord and his fervants did not, nor do not, 
fpeak againd outfide holinefs, fo as the infide be the 
fame ; for a living man hath both infide and out; fo 
has living righteoufnefs an inward and outward puri- 

E e ty. 
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ty> which is imanifeft by its fruits, and thofe fruits 
are fruits of the Spirit, which “ are love, meeknefs, 
“ temperance, patience, experience, hope, and cha- 
<c rity, or brotherly love;” of which thofe people 
fhewcd very little to Chrift; he was very fenfible of 
their envy and malice, which were very contrary fruits 
to holinefs; and therefore he tells them that hear him. 
That their cc righteoufnefs muft exceed that of the 
€C Scribes and Pharijees> or they in no cafe fhall enter 
lc the kingdom of heaven, 

Verie 21. <c Ye have heard that it was faid by 
€C them of old time. Thou fhalt not kill; and who- 

foever fhall kill, fhall be in danger of the judg- 
<c ment: 

Verie 22. <f But I fay unto you, that whofoever 
cc is angry with his brother without a caufe, fhall be 
<c in danger of the judgment; and whofoever fhall 
<c fay to his brother, Raca, fhall be in danger of the 
<c council; but whofoever fhall fay. Thou fool, fhall 
<c be in danger of hell-fired5 

Here we may learn that the law provided nothing 
againft anger, only in this cafe againft fhedding of 
blood ; and many times if anger is too much kindled, 
it fets the foul on fire of hell, if it be not timely 
quenched. People, as it grows hotter, call one 
another out of their names, and take the name of 
the Lord in vain, break the third commandment, 
fwearing by him, and curfing of men : we may 
plainly fee by ChrifPs dodtrine, that the firft degree 
of anger, without caufe, is dangerous; but the fe- 
cond is very dangerous. Soft words from a fedate 
mind will wonderfully help in this cafe; it is not 
eafily conceived what a mighty advantage Satan hath 
upon one that is angry without a caufe; and we are 
often apt to think we have caufe, when we have 
none at all; and then we make work for repentance, 
without which we are in danger of hell-fire. Where¬ 
fore every true Chriftian ought to watch againft the 
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evil of anger; and yet there may be anger, where 
there is real caufe, without fin. 

Verfe 23, <c Therefore if thou bring thy gift to 
*c the altar, and there remembered that thy brother 
<c hath ought againft thee. 

Verfe 24. cc Leave there thy gift before the altar, 
cc and go thy way, firft be reconciled to thy brother, 
cc and then come and offer thy gift.5" 

The Chriftian religion admits of no malice nor 
guile; the worfhip of it is in fpirit and truth, and 
love, without hypocrify, without deceit or hatred : 
if we come to the altar, this will hinder our accept¬ 
ance. Though we may indeed have a gift, we are 
to feek reconciliation, and not fay, Let him come 
to me, I will not go to him; but Chrift tells us, 
we muff: go to him; and if thou go to the offended, 
in a meek and Chriftian fpirit, and feek reconcilia¬ 
tion, if thy brother will not be reconciled, if the 
fault be in him, thou haft done thy duty, and thy 
gift will be received, and Chrift will manifeft him- 
felf to thee by his Grace and Spirit. But yet art 
thou to leek for peace, he having ordained it, and 
laid it as a duty incumbent on thee. 

Verfe 25. “ Agree with thy adverfary quickly, 
<c whilft thou art in the way with him : left at any 
<c time the adverfary deliver thee to the judge, and 
<c the judge deliver thee to the officer, and thou be 
€C caft into prifon. 

Verfe 26. “ Verily I fay unto thee, thou filialt by 
Cf no means come out thence, till thou haft paid the 
<c utmoft farthing.” 

It is plain from hence, that Jefus is for a quick 
and fpeedy end to differences; fays he, Agree 

with him quickly;” for it is of dangerous confe- 
quence to let difagreements lay long, it eats like a 
canker, and it deftroys the very nature of religion. 
Perfonal differences is a great hurt to families, to 
churches, and to nations, and countries, efpecially 

L e 2 when 
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whenefpoufed by parties-, then what rending, tear¬ 
ing, and devouring work it makes: wherefore take 
Chrift’s counfel, and agree quickly; and if the dif¬ 
ference be on the account of debt, as is often like¬ 
ly, if the debt be juft, it is better to offer up one’s 
leh, and all that he has in the world, than to ftand 
out with one’s adverfary, till it come to the utmoft 
extremity; and for Chriftians to go to law one with 
another, is contrary to the apoftle’s advice and 
oftentimes the gainer of the caufe, lofes by going to 
law-, fo that it is good to agree quickly; it being 
profitable fo to do, both fpiritually and naturally. 

Verle 27. “ Ye have heard that it was faid by 
<c them of old time, T hou fhalt not commit adultery: 

Verfe 28. “ But I fay unto you, whofoever look- 
“ eth on a woman to luft after her, hath committed 
“ adultery with her already in his heart.” 

The law was againft adultery, but the gofpel is 
againft luft; and where there is no luft, there can 
be no adultery; for then the occafion of adultery is 
taken away; and the caufe being taken away, the 
effect of courfe ceafeth. Behold the chafte and pure 
dodtrine of (Thrift, and his holy difpenlation, greatly 
excelling the law or Mofaic difpenlation ! Our blef- 
fed Saviour doth not admit of an unchafte or luftful 
looking upon women ; much lei's of immodeft falu- 
tations, touches, embraces, or difcourfes, which all 
tend to beget luft in the hearts of men; and luft 
conceived, brings forth fin ; and fin when finifhed, 
brings forth death to the foul. 

Verfe 29. “ And if thy right-eye offend thee, 
tc pluck it out, and caft it from thee; for it is pro- 
*c Stable for thee that one of thy members fhould 
“ perifb, and not that thy whole body Should be caft 
cc into hell. 

Verfe 30. te And if thy right-hand offend thee, 
“ cut it off, and caft it from thee; for it is profi- 
tc table for thee that one of thy members fhould 

“ perilh, 
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<c perifh, and not that thy whole body fhould be 
u call* into hell.” 

Chrift compares the finful luffs and inclinations, 
which are the caufe of men's deffrudlion, and their 
being caft into hell, to a right-eye, or a right-hand, 
two of the mod ufeful and ferviceable members of 
the body, not chat he intended that we fhould cut 
off our natural members, but that we fhould cut off 
thefe finful lufts, and caR them from us, though they 
were as a right-eye, or hand. Now obferve, it is 
very much againft nature, and very painful to pull 
out an eye, or to cut off an hand; fo fin, of many 
kinds, is very agreeable to nature, or the natural 
man, and it is very hard for him to part with it; he 
pleads the ufe of it, and when Chrift, the Phyfician 
of the foul, comes to put his incifion knife to it 
(which is his word) poor man is too apt to fly from 
it, and to fhrink from under its holy ffcroke: the 
holy baptift Johny underftanding our Lord’s dodhine, 
and being fenfible of the powerful working of C hr i ft’s 
word and Spirit, fays, cc Now is the ax laid to the 
(c root of the tree, therefore every tree which bring- 

eth not forth good fruit, is hewn down, and caR 
into the fire;” which fire is nothing iefs than hell, 

which, without repentance and amendment of life, 
will be our portion. 

Verfe 31. cc It hath been faid, whofoever fhall 
cc put away his wife, let him give her a writing of 
“ divorcement. 

Verfe 32. c- But I fay unto you, that whofoever 
ec fliall put away his wife, laving for the caufe of 
£C fornication, caufeth her to commit adultery; and 
cc whofoever fhall marry her that is divorced, com- 

miteth adultery.” 

The great Hufband of fouls here plainly fheweth, 
that hulhands fhould be tender to their wives; and 
his apoRle lays, £!> Be not bitter againft them.” Men 
and their wives ought to live together in love> and 

E e 3 be 
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be good examples to their children and fervants, and 
not part from one another, except for the caufe of 
fornication; and that fhould be proved; for forne 
men are only jealous of their wives, and fome with¬ 
out a caufe, and where there is a caufe, as a man 
may think, it ought to be clearly proved before they 
part from one another; a man ought to be tender of 
his wife as of his own body, cc For they two are one 
<c flefh.” Men and their wives are often too apt to 
magnify one another’s faults, and put the word con- 
ftrudtions upon each others words and adtions, when 
they differ, which widens breaches inftead of heal¬ 
ing them : whereas love and true charity, and put¬ 
ting the beft and not the worft conftru&ion on things, 
would chafe away wrath, ftrife, and hatred; and 
though Mofes gave the Jews that permiffion of di¬ 
vorcement for the hardnefs of their hearts, yet 
Chriftians ought to live lo, that there fhould be no 
need of it among them. And if Chriftians do part 
upon the account of fornication (for they are not 
permitted to part on any other account by Chrift, as 
above) they are to marry no more while each other 
live *, for if they do, they are pronounced by Chrift 
to be adulterers and adultereffes. 

Verfe 33. cc Again ye have heard, that it hath 
cc been laid by them of old time, Thou flialt not 
cc forfwear thyfelf, but fnalt perform unto the Lord 
sc thine oaths. 

Verfe 34. cc But I fay unto you, Swear not at all, 
« neither by heaven, for it is God’s throne : 

Verfe 35. cc Nor by the earth, for it is his foot-* 
<c ftooi: neither by Jerusalem, for it is the city of 

the great King. 
Verfe 36. cc Neither finalt thou fwear by thy 

fC head, becaufe thou canft not make one hair white 

*c or black, 
Verfe 
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Verfe 37. cc But let your communication be yea, 
yea, nay, nay ; for whatfoever is more than thefe, 

iC cometh of evil." 
It was allowed to the Jews to vow to the Lord, 

and fwear by his Name, provided they performed 
their vows and oaths. But here our Lord prohibits 
and difallows, or abolifires all fwearing, with an (C I 
<c fay unto you, Swear not at all." Though our 
fwearing Chriftians will have it, that he here pro¬ 
hibits only vain fwearing, or common fwearing, 
which cannot be, becaufe the oaths he here fpeaks 
of were folemn, and to the Lord. And the apoftle 
James tells us, <c We mud not fwear by any oath." 
Neither did the primitive Chriftians fwear at all; 
and Chriftians ought to be fo juft in their converfa- 
tions, as that their folemn words or promifes would 
give them credit, without any need of oaths. If 
occafion or need be, thou haft liberty to add yea to 
thy yea, and nay to thy nay, or folemn words equi¬ 
valent to it; and if more be evil, it muft alfo be 
evil to require more, and that is evil if it be more, 
as all vows and oaths are, we have Chrift for our 
author, a good foundation to build upon. 

Verfe 38. <c Ye have heard that it hath been faid* 
<c An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth. 

Verfe 39. <c But I fay unto you, that ye refift not 
<c evil: but whofoever fhall fmite thee on thy right 
cc cheek, turn to him the other alfo. 

Verfe 40. cc And if any man will fue thee at the 
<c law, and take away thy coat, let him have thy 

cloak alfo." 
There was room and liberty, by the law of 

Mojes, for a man to revenge himfelf, if he had an 
injury done to him, but Chrift teaches patient dif¬ 
fering; we are not to give any offence, but we are 
to take them quietly for his lake, in which Jefus was 
an excellent example to us, whofe fufferings was not 
tor himfelf, but for us; he turned his cheek to the 
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fmiter, and his face to thofe that plucked off* the 
hair: but to a man of courage and choler, this in¬ 
deed is no fmall crofs; but he mult deny himfelf, 
and take up Chrift’s crofs daily, and follow him, if 
he will be his dilciple. And as for the law, it is bet¬ 
ter never to meddle with it, in a general way; and 
if thy coat by law is taken away, thou had better 
give him thy cloak, than hand out another trial with 
him : and it is much if thou art not a gainer by fo 
doing. But the gain is not urged as the belt mo¬ 
tive; but obedience to Chrift our great Lord and 
good Maher, who faid, “ If ye love me, keep my 

commandments.” 
Verfe 41. cc And whofoever fhall compel thee to 

fC go a mile, go with him twain.3’ 
It can hardly be fuppofed than any would take the 

pains to force or violently compel a man to go a 
mile with him, unlefs on fome extraordinary occafion: 
but many times through our p^rfuafion, or much 
invitation, one may be in that fenfe compelled to do 
that which one is not inclined to, and in fuch cafe, 
we are to be liberal in anfwering the love and good¬ 
will of our friend, fo compelling of us: for love 
begets love, and cannot eafily be withftood, as in the 
parable of the wedding, or marriage-fupper; they 
were to be compelled to come to it; we are not to 
underhand by outward conhraint or cruelty, but by 
the force and power of love; divine love has a great 
power, and is of a compelling nature according to 
this diitinction and confideration; and then we 
fhould be unkind and ungrateful, if we did not an- 
fwer with luitabie returns. 

Verfe 42. “ Give to him that aiketh thee, and 
<f from him that would borrow of thee, turn not 

thou away.” 
We are here to fuppofe the afker to be in real 

want and neceffity, and the borrower alfo to hand in 
need, and the alkqd to be in a capacity, and of abi- 

lity 
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lity to fupply and a Hi ft the afker and borrower-, and 
then in iuch cafe we are by no means to refufe to 
oive to him that afketh, nor to tuin away i 1 om !l -*o 
that would borrow of us; and if we are not in a ca¬ 
pacity to fupply, then to ufe mild and friendly ex- 
preflions-, for Chriftians (hould be courteous and 
kind to all, and particularly to the diftreffed. And 
if we think that the afkers or borrowers are not 
worthy or deferving for their own fakes, we fhould, 
if need be, give and lend for Chrift’s fake, and in 
obedience to him, though it crofs our own incli¬ 

nations. 
Verfe 43. cc Ye have heard that it hath been faid* 

« Thou iliak love thy neighbour, and hate thine 

cc enemy. 
Verfe 44. cc But I fay unto you, Love your ene- 

“ mies, blefs them that curie you, do good to them 
cc that hate you, and pray for them which deipite- 
u fully ufe you, and perfecute you. 

Verle 45, cc That ye may be the children of your 
<c Father which is in heaven, for he maketh his fun 

to rife upon the evil, and on the good, and fendeth 
<c rain on the juft, and on the unjuft.5> 

The Hebrews had liberty to hate their enemies* 
but we have not underftood that ever any people, by 
any difpenfation, had any liberty to hate their neigh¬ 
bours or friends : fo that thofe that are in that ftate, 
are far beyond the line of truth. But fays our holy 
Law-giver, cc I fay unto you, love your enemies.” 
If we love our enemies, we can in no wife deftroy 
them, although it were in our power. Again, u Blefs 

them that curfe you.5' But alas! how apt are 
men (and even thofe who would think it hard to be 
told they are diiboedient to Chrift) to render rail¬ 
ing for railing, and curling for curling, iriftead of 
blefling. (“ Do good to them that hate you,”) If 
we are fenfible of any body that hates us, and have 
real demonftration of it, for fometimes we imamne 

* o 

it 



442 Some Observations oh 

it when it is not fo, yet are we to do them all the 
good turns we can. (“ And pray for them which de- 
ipitefully ufe you, and perfecute you.”) Thus we are 
not to render evil for evil, but to overcome the evil 
with that which is good. Sweet was our Lord’s ex¬ 
ample to us in this, when he laid, « Father fornive 
“ them, for they know not what they do.” Jffpite- 
nil perfecutors did really know what they do, when 
they perfecute the juft, their damnation mull needs 
be very great; but if we do good for evil, as Chrift 
hath taught, then are we the children of our heaven¬ 
ly Father, " who maketh his fun to rife on the evil 
“ and on the good, and fendeth rain on the juft, and 
cc on the unjufL” 

Verfe 46. “ For if ye love them which love you, 
“ what reward have ye ? Do not even the Publicans 
cc the fame ? 

Verle 47. “ And if ye falute your brethren only, 
cc what do you more than others ? Do not even the 
“ Publicans fo ?” 

Our virtue is much more Ihining in loving thofe 
who do not love us, than in loving thofe that do; 
and it is natural for us to love thofe that love us, and 
we fhouid be ungrateful if we did not: but the re¬ 
ward is greater, if we love them that do not love us, 
which muft be manifefted in deeds as well as words: 
for faying and doing, fometimes are two things ; 
which made the apoftle fay, “ Our love muft not”be 
i( with word and with tongue only, but in deed and 
“ in truth.” Alio Publicans (men by the Jezvs 
ranked with finners, when they faid, he eateth with 
Publicans and finners) they do fo, i. e. love thofe 
that love them. 

And as to friendly and hearty falutations, that 
may be necelfary or needful, we fhouid not only 
manifeft them to our brethren, but as occafion re¬ 
quires to all, it being a Ihining virtue in Chriftians 
to be kind to ftrangers, and :o fhew forth a gene¬ 

rous 
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rous and loving temper and deportment to fuch as 
may not be of us though not by a flattering, mo- 
difh, or complimental way, yet hearty and refped- 
ful, according to the plainnefs of Chrift, and the 
fimplicity of his goipel, without refpeft of perfons, 
refpeft being generally, or too generally, (hewn to 
high more than to them of low degree. As we are 
not to refufe our friendly lalutations to the great, 
or rich, fo we are not to negled the poor, for the 
Publicans do fo. 

Vede48. Be ye therefore perfed, even as your 
Father which is in heaven is perfed.5’ 
Chrift would have us to be perfect in the practice 

of his dodrine, and to live up to it in perfect obe¬ 
dience, according to the beft of our judgments, and 
underftandings, and not to do his work by halves, 
but honeftly, and perfectly, according to the meafure 
of grace received, fome having received twice, fome 
thrice fo much as fome others, as the parable of the 
talents plainly Iheweth : fo that what difeoveries or 
manifeftations of grace, light or truth, we have 
received, we ought to walk up to them perfectly; 
“ Even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.” 
As the Almighty is perfed in his love, juftice, mer¬ 
cy, grace, and truth, unto poor mortals, in Chrift 
Jefus, his only begotten, and in all his works; fo 
ought we to be perfed in our known duty: as it is 
written cc Ye fhail be holy, for I, the Lord your 
iC God, am holy.'5 So muft we be according to our 
degree of grace received. 

It is fuppofed, nobody will imagine that any 
mortal can come up in degree with the Almighty, 
but according to our meafure, gift, and degree of 
grace received, we are to be holy and perfect, as 
God, our heavenly Father, anti Chrift, our dear 
Lord, is fo in fulnefs. 

Chap. vi. Verfe s. “ Take heed that ye do not 
,f your alms before men,, to be been of them, other- 

“ wife 
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" wife ye have no reward of your Father which is 
in heaven. 

Verfe 2. “ Therefore when thou doft thine alms 
“ do not found a trumpet before thee, as the hypo' 

crites do, in the fynagogues, and in the ftreets, 
that they may have glory of men ; verily I fay 

€t unto you, they have their reward. 
\ erle 3. c But when thou doft: alms, let not thy 

<c left-hand know what thy right-hand doth : 
"V erie 4. d hat thine alms may be in fecret, 

“ and thy Father which feeth in fecret, himfelf fhall 
reward thee openly.” 

The Chrifrian religion, in its purity, according 
to the doctrine of the founder of it, is a cornpai- 
fionate religion, and full of pity, as well as piety 1 
>t is a holy compofition or charity, and goodnefs. 
The apoftle thus defcribes it: the cf pure religion, 

and5 that wliich is ff undefiled before God and the 
*c Father, is this, To vifit the fatherlefs, and widows, 
cc in their affliction; and to keep himfelf unfpotted 
" from the world.” This is pure religion, and this 
is the Chriftian religion ; happy are thofe who walk 
up to it, and live according to the precepts of him 
who dictated them ; then the widows, and the father- 
lels, would not be neglefted; the poor would be 
very generoufly taken care of, and our garments kept 
clean; and all done as fecretly as may be; for when 
we proclaim our alms-deeds, and charity, we lofe 
our reward from our heavenly Father; alfo when 
alms is given, it ought ro be done in the fpirit of 
love, and meeknefs, and fo received; elfe the re¬ 
ceiver loies a fecond benefit, and the giver his hea¬ 
venly reward. To give to the poor is to lend to him 
that made us, andwelhail have good and greatermea- 
fure returned us again. If we hope to have the gates 
of Chrift’s ki ngdom opened to us at laft, our hearts 
mu ft alfo be opened to the poor and needy, when in 
diftrefs; remembering the words of Chrift, where he 

fays 
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fays to fome who were waiting for, and wanting an 
entrance into the kingdom, faying, “ Lord, Lord, 
“ open unto us;” he tells them, “ I was hungry, 
“ and ye gave me no meat; I was naked, and ye 
“ cloathed me not; I was fick, and in prifon, and 
<c ye vifited me not." They anfwered, “ Lord, 
“ when faw we thee hungry, naked, fick, or in 
<c prifon, and did not feed thee, cloath thee, and 
tc vifit thee ?” He anfwers : “ In as much as ye did 
<c it not to one of thefe” which believe in my name, 
“ ye did it not to me." He fympathizeth with his 
pooreft and meaneft members, whatever others do, 
and takes that done to them as done to himfelf, 
whether it be good or bad. We fhould be good to 
all, but efpecially to Chrift’s members, or the houf- 
hold of the faithful keepers of his commandments ; 
and alms-deeds have the approbation of goodnefs 
from the univerfal teftimony of all men, in a general 
way. Our alms being thus diftributed according to 
our ability, and the neceflities of the object, without 
oftentation, in fecret, our munificent Father, who 
fees in fecret, will openly reward us. 

How many rich men are there in the world, who 
have made great and coftly entertainments for their 
rich friends, neighbours, and relations (and if their 
fubftance be fo great, that it is not felt by them) 
they had the more need to remember the poor: 
when they never fo much as fpare the tithe of it to 
them, though the poor have ten times the need of 
it, and though Chrift fays, “ When thou make ft a 
tc feaft, invite not thy rich friends, for they will in- 
“ vite thee again; but call the poor, the lame and 
“ the blind," &c. 

Verfe 5. “ And when' thou prayeft, thou fhalt 
£C not be as the hypocrites are, for they love to pray 
iC ftanding in the fynagogues, and in the corners of 
(< the ftreets, that they may be feen of men; verily 
<c I fay unto you, they have their reward. 



44-6 Some Observations O N 

cc 

4C 

(( 

CC 

CC 

CC 

CC 

Verfe 6. cc But thou, when thou prayeft, enter 
into thy clofet, and when thou haft fhut thy door 
pray to thy father which is in fecret, and thy 

“ Father which feeth in fecret lhall reward thee 
openly, 

Verfe 7. “ But when ye pray, ufe not vain repe¬ 
titions, as the heathen do : for they think they 
fhail be heard for their much lpeaking. 
Veiie 8. “ Be not ye therefore like unto them: 
for your Father knoweth what things ye have need 
of, before you afk him.” 

Prayer is abfolutely needful for the being and 
well-being of an inward reformed Chriftian: an out- 
iicic formal Clinician may uie the form, though un- 
reformed ; but it availeth but little without refor¬ 
mation. And private prayer, according to Chrift’s 
rule, is effedfual and rewardable, agreeable to his 
doctrine. Fie alfo {peaks againft hypocrify, and 
loving to be feen of men, with a command not to be 
like unto them. cc But thou, when thou prayeft, 
“ enter into thy clofet.” When we feel, and' are 
fenfible of a divine call, this mult of courfe be the 
right and bell time (for Chrift has not fet us a dif- 
tindt hour) then we are to enter into the clofet of an 
humble heart or mind, or fome fecret place in pri¬ 
vate. This is Chrift’s order for particular perfons 
in a general way ; but is not intended to prevent 
fuch who are rightly concerned to pray in the pub- 
lick aflemblies, or gathering of the church; for we 
have Chrift for our example, who prayed openly and 
publickly with his difciples. 

‘c But when ye pray, ule not vain repetitions, as 
tc the heathen do; for they think to be heard for their 

much fpeaking.” Formal repetitions of prayer, 
repeated day by day, when they are not according, 
but contrary, to the ftates of thofe to whom they are 
read or repeated, muft needs be vain, and people 
may vainly make ufe of the Lord’s ov/n form in that 

cafe 
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cafe (though it is the beft in the world) and to think 
to be heard for their much fpeaking, is to run into 
an error of the Heathen. tc Be not ye,” fays Chrift, 

therefore like unto them; for your Father knoweth 
66 what things ye have need of, before ye afk him.” 
Prayer is a gift from God, and from Chrift, and as 
we wait on God in ChrilVs name and power, he will 
give us that gift, when he fees we Hand in need of 
it, or it will be for our edification ; for he has pro- 
mifed to pour out the fpirit of prayer, and of fup- 
plication, upon his people. And our great apoftle 
Paid, cc If he prayed, he would pray with the fpirit.” 
In another place he fays, cc We know not what we 

fhould pray for, as we ought; but the Spirit itfelt 
maketh interceflion for us with groanings that 

cc cannot be uttered.” Likewife the fame apoftle 
fays, cc The Spirit alfo helpeth our infirmities.” 
Thole had not found out the way of reading prayers 
unto the people in common, neither of making of 
them ; though it will be acknowledged that they had 
as much of the mind of Chrift, as any of our modern 
prayer-makers or fayers; and fince there is no form 
like that of Chriflfs, it is here fet down, that people 
might take diligent care to learn it, and to teach it 
to their children. But if they learn it rightly, they 
muft alfo learn to live in it: that is, live according 
to it; otherwife they will mock, inftead of lerving 
him, that made both it and them for his own 
honour, and the glory of his name. 

Verfe 9. <c After this manner therefore pray ye : 
€C Our Father which art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
cc name. 

Verfe 10. cc Thy kingdom come: Thy will be 
<c done in earth, as it is in heaven. 

Verfe 11. cc Give us this day our daily bread. 
Verie 12. tc And forgive us our debts, as we for-* 

cc give our debtors. 

Verfe 
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Verfe 13. “ And lead us not into temptation* 
cc but deliver us from evil•* for thine is the king- 
<c dom* and the power* and the glory* for ever. 
Amen. 

Verfe 14. “ For if ye forgive men their trefpafies, 
«c your heavenly Father will alfo forgive you. 

Verfe 15. cc But if ye forgive not men their tref- 
*c pafifes* neither will your Father forgive your tref- 
<c paflfes.55 

A fhort form* and but few words, but of excel¬ 
lent compofition. And truly happy are thofe* who 
live fo in their converfation* that they may, when 
they ufe them, do it without falfhood, or deceit* 
enjoying the anfwer of peace in the practice of them* 
and the fenfe of grace influencing the foul. 

ift, “ Our Father which art in heaven.” The 
great Creator is indeed our univerfal Father* hath 
made us all* and all nations, of one blood; but there 
is another* a nearer relation than this, to be a child 
of God by regeneration; for otherwife, if we live 
in an unregenerate ftate* in our natural fins and lulls* 
all which are of Satan* then Chrift fays, cc Ye are 

of your father the devil •* and the lulls of your fa- 
4C ther ye will do ;'5 a llrong reafon : but in another 
place* cc Whofoever fhall do the will of my Father 
<c which is in heaven, the fame is my brother* and 
cc lifter, and mother.5' It is into this relation that 
the foul ought to come* that can truly and religi- 
oufiy fay, cc Our Father,” &c. 

2dly, cc Hallowed be thy name.55 Do we fanftify 
the holy Name of the God of the whole earth ? Do 
we religioufly obferve to fear and ferve him? Do we 
prophane his awful name, by taking it in vain, and 
living in fin and vanity ? Which inftead of hallow¬ 
ing and fandlifying his Name* is to difhonour and 
reproach it on our part, though he will hallow and 
honour his own Name in juftice and judgment* on 
prophane and ungodly livers* at the laft day* when 
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he (hall come to judge the quick and the dead by- 
jefus Chrift; God will not be mocked ; fuch as 
every one Tows, iuch fhall they reap, whether fin 
unto death, or righteoufnefs unto life. 

^dly, “ Thy kingdom come.” His kingdom is 
a kingdom of righteoufnefs. Happy fouls! who 
feek the righteoufnefs of it betimes, and continue in 
it to the end. If this kingdom comes, Satan’s, 
which is a kingdom of fin and unrighteoulnefs, mull • 

needs fall. 
Oh! that the rifing generations might be ftrong 

to overcome the wicked one, and to be infiruments 
to pull down his kingdom, and promote the king¬ 
dom of God, and his Chrift; and if we do not be¬ 
lieve that Satan’s power and kingdom may and 
ought to be deftroyed in us, how can we pray with¬ 
out hypocrify for the coming of God’s holy king¬ 
dom ? Believing we mull live and die in fin, is a 
great fupport to Satan’s kingdom, and a great hin¬ 
drance of the coming of the kingdom of the dear 
Son of God. 

4thly, “ Thy wili be done in earth as it is in hea- 
« yen.” Moft certainly the will of God is punc¬ 
tually and perfedtly done in heaven ; hardly any who 
makes ule of this bleffed form but believes it; but 
this is the mifery of many fouls, to believe it not 
poffible for them to do God’s will here on earth, as 
it is done in heaven. So that fuch pray in unbelief, 
or without a true faith; and the apoftle fays, “ What 
“ is not of faith is fin.” Is it not all'o a kind of 
charging Chrift with commanding that which cannot 
be done ? It is worthy our fedate confideration. 
He hath fown grace, and ought in juftice to reap it 
from all mortals. The great Sower, Chrift, lows 
in all forts of men or grounds: the grace ot God ap¬ 
pears to all men, and teaches them to deny ungod- 
linefs and worldly lulls, and that they fhould live 
foberjy, and righteoufly, and godly, in this prefent 

F f world, 
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world. But Antichrift teaches, that it cannot be 
done here on earth as in heaven. 

5thly, cc Give us this day our daily bread/5 We 
not being capable without his blefiing of procuring 
our bodies or louls bread, either natural or fuper- 
natural, and becaufe our fouls cannot live without 
the laft, no more than our bodies without the firft, 
therefore v/e ought to pray to our heavenly and moft 
holy Father for both, without doubting ; and this 
fhould be done daily, either in words, holy fighing, 
or fpiritual groans *5 the Almighty knowing the lan¬ 
guage of the foul in the one, as well as the other. 

6thly, c‘ Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
cc debtors.55 Or, as one of the evangelifts hath it, 
<c our trefpaffes, as we forgive them that trefpafs 
“ againft uswhich is to the fame end and pur- 
pofe, for if a debtor is indebted to us, and happens, 
through feme accident or other, to be infclvent, and 
have not wherewith to pay, we are to forgive him, 
elfe how can we expeft God to forgive us. For we 
are all his debtors, and have nothing, that we can 
call our own in a religious fenfe, to pay that great 
debt, which we owe to him, our mighty creditor; 
who might lawfully caft us into an eternal gaol. 
But oh! his infinite mercy and love is very great to 
us, poor mortals; and he would have us to imitate 
him, and forgive one another, as we expe<5l he 
fhould forgive us. And fince offences and trefpaf¬ 
fes will come, we muft forgive, and the more freely, 
when the perfon offending lues by humble petition 
to the offended for it; then if we forgive not, 
neither will our heavenly Father forgive us our 
trefpaffes. 

ythly, <f And lead us not into temptation, but 
ff deliver us from all evil; for thine is the king- 
u dom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. 
cc Amen/5 

That 
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That is, to lead us into truth and righteoufnefs, 
which is the fame with leading us out of fin, and out 
of temptation : for we pray to be led out of it, by 
praying not to be led into it; feeing we are not to 
underdand that the Almighty will tempt any man to 
evil. cc If," fays the apoftle, “ any man is tempt- 
cc ed, let him not fay he is tempted of God, for 
€C God tempteth no man, but he is tempted when 
cc he is drawn away of his own lud." Though 
he doth fometimes permit and fuffer us to be tempt¬ 
ed, and when we fall into divers temptations, and 
efcape them, we have caufe to be joyful, and thank¬ 
ful that we are delivered out of them, and to give 
the glory to God, who is the great prelerver of men. 
Whofe is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, for ever. Amen. 

Verfe 16. cc Moreover, when ye fad, be not as 
ct the hypocrites, of a fad countenance, for they dif- 

figure their faces, that they may appear unto men 
to fail; verily I fay unto you, they have their re- 

sc ward. 
17. cc But thou, when thou failed, anoint thine 

€C head, and wadi thy face. 
Verfe 18. cc That thou appear not unto men to 

fC fad, but unto thy Father which is in fecret, and 
“ thy Father which feeth in fecret, fhall reward thee 
cc openly.5’ 

Chrid would have all our works of piety, virtue, 
and charity, all our religious duties, done in the 
divine love and filial fear of God, and not for vain 
glory, or odentation : and truly, without we expedfc 
our reward from men, there is no need of an out¬ 
ward hypocritical fhew, in fuch extraordinary duties, 
as is that of fading, when truly called to it, and truly 
performed; which the Jews were much in praftice 
of; and being but formal hypocrites, many of them, 
in it, our Lord reprehends them, and wants his own 
hearers to fliun the like deceit 5 and tells them, if 

F f 2 they 
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they faft fecretly, their heavenly Father will reward 
them openly, yet we muft not be open finners, nor 
private ones neither; for open or publick fin is dam¬ 
ning, if not repented of and forfaken, as well aspri- 
vate deceit. 

Verfe 19. cc Lay not up for yourfelves treafure 
<6 upon earth, where moth and ruft doth corrupt, 
<c and where thieves break through and fteal. 

Verfe 20. “ But lay up for yourfelves treafure in 
<c heaven, where neither moth nor ruft do corrupt, 
<c and where thieves do not break through nor 
“ fteal. 

Verfe. 21. ct For where your treafure is, there 
will your heart be alfo.” 
Earthly treafures are very apt to take up the mind, 

and to draw it from heaven, and becaufe Chrift would 
have his children to be in heaven with him, in ten¬ 
der love he advifeth them not to lay up for them- 
felves riches or treafure on earth. If it be faid we 
lay it up for cur children, it may be faid alfo, it is the 
fame fnare to them, as to the parents, and fometimes 
a greater; and when it is gotten, it is liable to many 
cafualties, and creates a great deal of care and 
trouble; wherefore Chrift tenderly advifeth to fcek 
after, and lay up another treafure, of another nature, 
in another, and a fafer, and better place, which will 
not be liable to the like cafualties of the former 
treafure and place, and urgeth us to it, with this 
great reafon ; “ For where your treafure is, there 
tc will your heart be alfo.” Oh ! may every true 
Chriftian’s treafure and heart be there for ever. 

Verfe 22. “ The light of the body is the eye; 
<c if therefore thine eye be fingle, thy whole body 
Sf fhall be full of light. 

Verfe 23. cc But if thine eye be evil, thy wrhole 
sc body fhail be full of darknefs: If therefore the 
cc light which is in thee be darknefs, how great is 
<c that darknefs.55 
a- s 
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* It is not good to look on men nor things, with 
an evil eye; but Angly to look on one’s leif and 
others, in the fear of God, having a Angle and Angu¬ 
lar eye to his glorv ; and then being enlightened by 
his divine light, we Aiall difcern between good and 
evil; whereas, if there be any double dealings, or 
looking or thinking; or if ungodly felf be in the 
bottom, and not the glory of God ; then our light 
is turned into darknefs, and that darknefs will be very 
great; as it is faid in the holy Scriptures, cc A double 
cc minded man is unftable in all his ways;” fo that 
our Saviour’s dodtrine is good ; to have a Angle 
eye, and to avoid all double dealing. 

Verfe 24. cc No man can ferve two mailers: for 
<c either he will hate the one, or love the other; or 
cf elfe he will hold to the one, and defpife the other : 
fC Ye cannot ferve God and mammon.” 

We cannot give our hearts to God, and to this 
world, and the things of it alfo, fo as to fet our 
affedtions on both, as faith the apoftle, “ If any man 
€C love the world, the love of the Father is not in 
cc him.” And again, “ The love of money, is the 
<c root of all evil i. e. the inordinate love of it, 
and feeking after it, and lerving of, and for it, more 
than for our Maker and Saviour. Then let us def¬ 
pife the world, and the things of it, in comparifon 
of our God, and our Saviour. We do not under¬ 
hand by thofe words of Chrift, that he intended to. 
debar us from feeking a comfortable accommodation 
for ourfelves and families, in this world; but that 
we fhould not fet our hearts and affedtions upon it; 
for we cannot equally affedl both heaven and earth. 

Verfe 2^. Therefore I fay unto you take no 
« thought for your life, what ye Aiall eat, or what 
cc ye Aiall drink; nor yet for your body, what ye 

Aiall put on : Is not the life more than meat, and 
the body than raiment ? 

F f 3 Verfe 
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Verfe 26. “ Behold the fowls of the air : for they 
“ fow not, neither do they reap, nor gather into 
“ barns; yet your heavenly Father feedeth them. 
*f Are ye not much better than they ?” 

Chrifl: would have us without anxious thoughts 
about our livings in this world, i. e. about our eat¬ 
ing, drinking, and cloathing, and tells us, that the 
“ life is more than meat, and the body than rai- 
“ ment;” by which he fhews us, that he which gave 
the life, will, by his providence, fupport it; and as 
he hath formed the body, he will form that which 
mult feed it; and that we might the more depend 
upon God’s providence, he brings us to learn, or 
teaches us by the fowls of the air, who neither fow 
nor reap, nor gather into barns, and yet their great 
Creator feedeth them ; and afks. If we are not much 
better than they? So that we being more noble 
creatures, need not doubt of the care and provi¬ 
dence of God, and his bleffing on the labour of our 
hands ; though our hearts are not concerned unne- 
ceffarily about it, but we have freely given them to 
God, and to his Chrift, our Saviour. 

Verfe 27. <f Which of you by taking thought 
<c can add one cubit to his ftature i” 

The farmers or planters cannot, by their thought- 
fulnefs, caufe their corn, fruits, nor cattle to mul¬ 
tiply or grow; nor the tradefman his cuftom, 
goods, or bufinefs (without a proper application, 
which our Saviour is not againft) only he would have 
us without an incumbered and over-caring mind. 
The merchant likewile, by all his thoughtfulnefs, 
cannot bring home his fhip from far, nor carry her 
fafe to her defired port. All things on this wife 
are in the hand of Almighty God, and it is our duty 
to truft in him, and to depend upon his divine pro¬ 
vidence, for meat, drink, and cloathing, for happi- 
nefs here, and hereafter, for ever, 

Verfe 



Christ’s Sermon on the Mount. 455 

Verfe 28. “ And why take ye thought for rai- 
tf ment? Cor^fider the lilies of the field how they 
“ grow; they toil not, neither do they fpin. 

Verfe 29. “ And yet I fay unto you, that even 
« Solomon in all his glory, was not arrayed like one 

tc of thefe. 
Verfe 30. “ Wherefore if God fo clothe the grafs 

cc of the field, which to-day is, and to-morrow is 
“ call into the oven, fiiall he not much more clothe 
« you. Oh ! ye of little faith ? 

Verfe 31. “ Therefore take no thought, faying, 
“ what lhall we eat, or what fhall we drink, or 
“ wherewithal lhall we be clothed ? 

Verfe 32. (“ For after all thefe things the Gentiles 
<c feek) for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye 
« have need of all thefe thi ngs/J 

Many people now, as well as then, are very fond 
of their cloathing, and love to be gay and falhion- 
able therein, and fome are not a little proud of their 
clothes, and are not a little thoughtful how they may 
deck themfelves to be admired: when our plain 
Lord, who wore a vefture without a feam, fends us 
to the lily to confider her beauty and glory, and in¬ 
nocent thoughtlefnefs, declaring, that Solomon, in all 
his grandeur and fplendor, was not arrayed like one 
of thefe: for this is a natural fweetnefs and gaiety 
that the lily is clad withj but Solomon s, as is alio 
moft men and womens, is generally but artificial: 
well, if God fo clothe the grafs of the earth, will he 
not clothe us: if we believe not, we mull have but 
very little faith. So that it would be much better 
for us to confult how we fhall do to pleale God, and 
honour him, and his holy Son, and divine name, 
than to confult what we fhall eat or drink, or how, 
or wherewith we lhall be cloathed, which things the 
Gentiles fought after, more than after God. But we 
knowing that our heavenly Father feeth that we have 
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need of all thefe things, fhould chiefly leave it to 
him, and firft feek his kingdom and righteoufnefs. 

Verfe 33. Cf But feek ye firft the kingdom of God, 
cc and his righteoufnefs, and all thefe things fhall 
<f be added to you. 

Yerle 34. “ Take therefore no thought for the 
cc morrow : for the morrow fhall take thought for 
<c the things of itfelf: fufficient unto the day is the 
<c evil thereof.5’ 

Here is a glorious gofpel promife ; upon feeking 
the kingdom of God, and his righteoufnefs, all thele 
things fhall be added to us, viz. meat, drink, and 
raiment, the neceflfary things that we want, to fup- 
port us in thefe lower regions, or while we are here 
in this world; but then, withal, let us remember it 
muft be our firft work, it mull be the chief defire of 
our fouls ; it muft be firft in feveral fenfes; firft, as 
to our young and tender years; firft in the morning 
of every day; firft, in refpect of, and before all 
other things; firft, as it hath pleafed God to give 
us a being in this world, and being in the prime 
and flower of our years, we fhould then devote our 
fouls to God, and his work and fervice, and enter 
into covenant with him, with full purpofe cf heart, 
and defign of foul, to keep the fame truly and invio¬ 
lably ; for it would be better not to make covenant, 
than to make it, and break it; neither fhould we 
flight or put off the work of God till we are old, and 
in our declining years; as though we gave him the 
refufe, and broken end of our days, and conclude, 
it will better become me when I am old to ferve him: 
Oh, no ! learn the fear of God truly, and practife it 
when thou art young, and thou wilt not eafily depart 
from it when thou art old : as thou wilt find it hard 
to get into a holy life and converfation, when thou 
haft been fpending thy youth in folly and vanity : 
*c Remember thy Creator therefore in the days of thy 
“ youth, before the evil day comeC The autumn 

of 
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of man’s years is here in divers refpedls called the 
evil day : oh! it is exceeding fweet and precious to 
fee and be fenfible of an innocent life, and modeft, 
fober converfation, in youth ; when they are in 
their blooming, flowery years, to be feented with 
grace, and truth, mull: needs be affe&ing. When 
youth are laden with fruits of grace, and of the holy 
Spirit, how pleafant is the tafte of it; it generally 
relifhes well with all men, and naturally brings 
praife to God, as well as peace to the foul. May 
the youth of this prefent generation, as alfo genera¬ 
tions to come, be fuch holy plants, that God’s right- 
hand may be feen in planting them : when after be¬ 
ing fruitful, and doing the work and fervice of their 
day, and anfwering the noble end of God in making 
and planting them here in this world, they may be 
transplanted into the eternal kingdom, of heaven; 
which, doubtlefs, they will, who firft leek his king¬ 
dom, and the righteoufnefs of it. 

edly, If we confider that our life and being is 
daily granted to us, and we fupported by the good- 
nefs and providence of Almighty God every day, it 
is but juft that he fhould have the firft or prime of 
our thoughts in the morning of the day *, and he, be¬ 
ing the firft and the laft:, ought to be laft, as well as 
the firft, in our thoughts, alfo in the evening. The 
royal pfaimift faith, cc If I prefer not Jerufalem be- 
cc fore my chiefeftjoy, then let my right-hand for- 
(C get its cunning, and my tongue cleave to the 
cc roof of my mouth f ’ much more ought we to 
prefer our Creator to all things, and to have our 
thoughts ofi him, firft and foremoft in all things, 
and every day. 

3dly, For whsft are the things of this world in 
companion of thofe that are to come, all thefe are 
fading and tranfitory ; but the things of that which 
is to come, are durable and permanent; and there¬ 
fore ought to be firft and chief in our minds. That 

which 

■ 
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which is chief in our hearts, may be faid to have the 
firft place there “ One thing,” fays a fervant of 
God, tc have I defired, and that will I feek after, 
“ that I might dwell in the houfe of God all the 
tc days of my life.” This was the firft or prime 
thing, which he and we were, and are to feek for, and 
after. As for the morrow, we need not be too 
thoughtful or anxious concerning or about it, for 
we know not whether we ffiall live to enjoy it, fo 
that as Chrift fays, “ Sufficient unto the day is the 
fc evil thereof.” 

Chap. vii. verfe i. “ Judge not, that ye be not 
tc judged; 

Verie i. c< For with what judgment ye judge, ye 
ct fhall be judged ; and with what meafure ye mete, 
<c it fhall be meafured to you again.” 

A great and wife expreffion, or fentence from a 
righteous and juft Judge; the Judge of heaven, and 
of earth, to whom all power in both is given; by 
which we may eafily perceive we are to be very 
careful in our judgment and cenfures of others, and 
that we are not rafh and cenforious therein; con- 
fidering that with what judgment we judge our 
neighbours, or fellow-mortals, with fuch Ihall we 
alfo be judged ourfelves, and that meafure which we 
meafure out to others, Ihall be filled to us again, 
when it comes to our turn to bejudged or cenfured 
by others, for any thing which we have done or laid, 
we are ready then to cry out for charity; are we fo 
careful to be charitable in our judging and cenfur- 
ing others ? 

It is better to fufpend perfonal judgment, without 
we could fee the hearts of men ; and if v/e think we 
do, then to imitate God and Chrift, who mixes mer¬ 
cy and love with judgment; ralhnefs and extreme? 
in judgment, being commonly hurtful. 

Verfe 
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Verfe 3. c< And why beholdeft thou the mote that 
<c is in thy brother's eye, but confidereth not the 
<c beam that is in thine own eye ? 

Verfe 4. <c Or how wilt thou fay to thy brother, 
£i let me pull out the mote that is in thine eye, and 
(< behold a beam is in thine own eye. 

Verfe 5. “ Thou hypocrite, firft call out the beam 
cc out of thine own eye, and then (halt thou fee clear- 
€C ly to caft out the mote out of thy brother’s eye.5’ 

Moft true it is, that the tranfgreffions of others are 
moll afflicting to thofe who fear God, and this is not 
intended to hinder the good from reproving the evil; 
but fhews, that we muft be clear of evil in ourfelves 
when we reprove others, elfe the guilt of hypocrify 
will be, and is by Chrift caft upon us, and laid at our 
door. We are more to look at our own failings, 
than at the failings of others ; and to take fpecial care 
that we are clear of that which we reprove others for; 
and is it not deceit, to fet up for reformers of others, 
when there are great defects in ourfelves ? It is too 
general a fault in poor mortals to be quicker fighted 
to fee the faults of others, than their own. It is 
worthy reciting our Saviour’s words to the Jews, who 
brought the woman taken in adultery to him, and 
told him, By their law fhe ought to die; he anfwers, 
<c Fie that is without fin, let him caft the firft ftone at 
<c her.” So they being guilty, and convicted of fin 
in their own confciences, left her to Chrift, and went 
their way : and when we have done what we can to 
convince others of fin, we muft leave them to Chrift 
at laft; whether we are in fin, or without it; but we 
fhall be the better able to help to reform others, if 
we are clear from guilt in our hearts. 

Verfe 6. u Give not that which is holy to dogs, 
cc neither caft ye your pearls before fwine, left they 
<c trample them under their feet, and turn again and 
u rent you.” 

When 
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When we fee the biting and perfecting nature, 
and dirty feififli fpirit of men, it is to little purpofe 
generally, to caft before them the precious pearl of 
truth, or to fhew unto them the deep myfteries of 
the kingdom of God, or the light of life, they be¬ 
ing in a brutifh fpirit; but when people are fober, 
and fhew forth humanity and moderation, then are 
holy things valuable to them, and the things of 
Chrift’s kingdom, and his do&rine, precious in their 
eyes, or efteem: wherefore it greatly behoveth 
Chrift’s minifters to minifter that to the people which 
is fuitable for them, and rightly to divide between 
the precious and the vile, and to give to every one 
their portion, according to their deeds; mercy to 
whom mercy, and judgment to whom judgment be¬ 
longs ; without partiality, and without hypocrify or 
deceit3 and not to flatter and daub thofe who are in 
the doggifh and fwinifh nature. 

Verfe 7. ct Afk, and it fhall be given you 3 feek, 
and ye fhall find 3 knock, and it fhall be opened 

“ unto you. 
Verfe 8. “ For every one that afketh, receiveth; 

<c and he that feeketh, findeth3 and to him that 
cc knocketh, it fhall be opened. 

Verfe 9. <c Or what man is there of you, whom if 
<c his fon afk bread, will he give him a (tone ? 

Verfe 10. <c Or if he afk a fifh, will he give him a 
*c ferpent ? 

Verfe 11. “ If ye then, being evil, know how to 
fC give good gifts to your children, how much more 
4C fhall your Father which is in heaven give good 
€C things to them that afk him ?” 

Our kind and tender Redeemer would ftir up and 
provoke fouls to prayer and fupplication ; he has 
been liberal in his holy advice 3 and to ftir us up to 
it, here are moving expreflions, if thy heart be open 
to receive them : can we have eafier terms if we were 
to quake them ourfelves with the Lord, thafl to afk. 
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and have ; feek, and find; knock, and the gates are 
opened ; provided we afk in faith tenderly, and feek 
in humility, and knock with divide wifdom and 
fubmiflion ? Our Lord's own pra&icC fhews that we 
fhoulcl be tender, fubmiffive, and fervent in prayer; 
and then the fervent prayer of the righteous availeth 
much with the Lord. Chrift urgeth us to it, and 
brings ourfelves for example; cc What man is there 
<c among you, who if his fon afk bread, or a fifh, 
<f will he give him a (tone, or a ferpent Surely 
no : no father would deal thus with his child ; but 
when his child is hungry, and wants and alks bread, 
he gives it to him : fo when the Almighty fees our 
hunger, and we tenderlv feek divine afTiftance and 
refrefhment from him, he, in his own time fatisfies 
fuch fouls with bread from above, and the thirfty 
with living water out of the wells offalvation : oh ! 
bleffed be his holy name for evermore. Evil men 
know how to give good things to their children, 
therefore we may well conclude, that our heavenly 
Father knows how to give with much more difcre- 
tion and underftanding, the good things of his king¬ 
dom, to true, afking, feeking, knocking, or praying 
fouls. 

Verfe 12. Cf Therefore all things whatfoever ye 
iC would that men fhould do unto you, do even fo 
cc to them; for this is the law and the prophets. 

Well may this be called the Golden Rule; for 
if we fquare our lives and aftions by it, it will cer¬ 
tainly mete us out the true way to happinefs and 
glory. We are generally apt to fay, when any one 
doth ill to another, cc Would he be willing to be fo 
<c ferved himfelf r” And if we followed this rule in 
all our concerns, it would be well ; whether in re¬ 
lation to publick or private bufinefs; whether in 
trade or religion, or in our domeflick affairs : the 
law and the prophets point at it, and our Saviour 
plainly lays it down for a rule for us to walk by. 

V erfe 
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Verfe t3. cc Enter ye in at the ftrait gate; for 
4C wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that lead- 
<c eth to deftruction, and many there be which go 
“ in thereat. 

Verfe 14. cc Becaufe ftrait is the gate, and narrow 
«c is the way, that leadeth unto life, and few there 
cc be that find it.” 

It is afflicting to confider how natural it is for 
people to walk in this broad way, and they who 
walk in it are many ; for here is room for people to 
walk if they are proud, whoremongers, adulterers, 
thieves, iwearers, liars, drunkards, covetous, or in 
any other evil courfe of life, this broad way hath 
room enough in it for them to walk in ; but let them 
know it leadeth to deftruction, and the end is eternal 
mifery, and their many companions will adminifter 
no confolation to them, when they lift up their eyes 
in hell. And whereas the way that leads to life, is 
called ftrait; it is only ftrait to fieffl and blood, or 
the will of unregenerate men : oh ! it is a pleafant 
way, exceeding pleafant, when brethren walk toge¬ 
ther in love and unity* The enemy of mankind 
would perfuade fouls that it is narrower than it really 
is, when they have fome faint inclinations to make 
trial of it. It may truly be faid, that “ Blefled are 
<c the undefiled in this ftrait and narrow way, who 
<c walk in the law of the Lord for “ His ways are 
ct ways of pleafantnefs, and all his paths are peace.” 
And although the way to the kingdom was ftrait and 
narrow, yet there are hills and valleys therein as 
well as plains, until we get through the gate to 
glory : there fhall we know no more lorrow, nor 
pain ; but fhall praife and glorify God and the Lamb 
for ever. 

Verfe 15. cc Beware of falfe prophets, which come 
fc to you in fheep’s clothing ; but inwardly they are 
4C ravening wolves* 

Verfe 
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• Verfe 16. “ Ye fhall know them by their fruits : 
cc Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of 
<c thiftles ? 

Yerfe 17. fC Even fo every good tree bringeth 
c< forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth 
*c forth evil fruit. 

Verfe 18. cf A good tree cannot bring forth evil 
<c fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good 
<f fruit. 

Verfe 19. cc Every tree that bringeth not forth 
<f good fruit, is hewn down, and caft into the fire. 

Verfe 20. “ Wherefore by their fruits ye fhall 
cc know them.” 

The great Shepherd and Bifhop of fouls, fhews 
the care which he takes of his fheep, and forewarns 
them to be careful of falfe prophets, and deceivers; 
who though they may clothe themfelves with words 
like the true ones, yet inwardly they would deftroy 
all that do not join with, or receive them ; and 
they are for biting the poorharmlefs fheep of Chrift, 
and if they could, or it were in their power, would 
devour them, their minds being in the ravening na¬ 
ture. But our holy, and all-wife Bifhop, that we 
might be preferved from them, tells us how we may 
infallibly know them > faying, “ Ye fhall know them 
cc by their fruits:” giving us to underhand, the 
reafonablenefs of his dodtrine and affertion of know¬ 
ing “ them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes 
<c of thorns, or figs of thirties,” fays Chrift ? Surely 
no. That is altogether unnatural, as well as unrea¬ 
sonable and impofiible. In the grape there is a 
fweet and plealant nourifhment, thofe fruits being 
cordial and wholefome; but it is bad meddling with 
thiftl es and thorns, they being generally very unpro¬ 
fitable to mankind, and hurt the good feed, wherever 
they grow among it. Well, where muft we go for 
the grapes, and the figs ? to be fure we muft go to 
the vine, and the fig-tree; Chrift is the body of this 

vine. 
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vine, and his people are the branches, who bring 
forth fuch fruit, according to the divine life and fap 
which they receive, as he taught, and teaches to his 
followers. So that if mens words be like the words 
of angels, if they have never fo great parts and en¬ 
dowments •, yet if their fruit be evil, if they live in 
fin, and do iniquity, and bring forth the fruits of 
malice and rage, or devouring perfecution, they then 
are none of Chrifl’s fheep, though they may have 
their clothing : tc For every good tree bringeth forth 
4C good fruit •, and a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil 
cc fruit/' So if the fruit be evil, the tree is certain¬ 
ly corrupt. Our Lord el few here faith, cc Make the 
<c tree good, and the fruit will be good alfo /' and 
to be made truly good, fince we are all corrupt by 
nature, and in the fall, we muft be cut off from that 
nature, and grafted into Chrift, who laid, “ I am 
cc the vine and ye are the branchesand then our 
lives and fruits will be changed. And then, cc A 

good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, nor can a 
<c corrupt tree bring forth good fruit: and every tree 

that bringeth forth not good fruit, is hewn down, 
<c and call into the fire*It would be very unnatu¬ 
ral, and a mee'r prodigy, for one tree to hew down 
another, and cart it into the fire, as they are natural; 
trees: but that ax, which John lpeaks of, will be 
laid to the roots of the corrupt trees, and will hew; 
them down, and they will be cart into the fire, as 
Chrift fpcaks. This is not a dcftroying the bodies 
of men that Chrift fpeaks of, but an inward work in 
the foul, fhewing the powerful nature of the difpen- 
fation of the gofpel of Chrift, which is not material, 
cutting or burning with material fire, or fvvord : 
but Ghrifl/s word is a fire and iword to cut down 
and burn up the evil nature in man. The apoftle 
confirms this dodtrine of his Mailer thus, Cf .He that 
“ doth righteoufnefs is righteous, but he that finneth 

is of the devil/’ The apoftle is plain and full, as 
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is Chrift, who repeats his doftrine over again, with. 
Wherefore by their fruits ye fhall know them.7’ 
Verfe 21. <c Not every one that iaith unto me. 
Lord! Lord! fhall enter into the kingdom of 

<c heaven $ but he that doth the will of my Father 
cc which is in heaven.” 

It is not our profeflion that will give us admit¬ 
tance into heaven, nor a name of religion, nor reli¬ 
gious performances, if we love fin and unrighteouf- 
nefs, nor our praying, preaching, hearing, reading, 
or dilcourfing of, or arguing for Chrift, it we do 
the works of Satan ; for there are many who may yet 
go farther than this, and yet not have admittance 
into the kingdom of God and our blefied Lord Jefus, 
as is plainly manifeft in the next verfe. 

Verle 22. cc Many will fay unto me in that day. 
Lord, Lord, have we not prophefied in thy name, 

CQ and in thy name have caft out devils, and in thy 
“ name have done many wonderful works ? 

Verfe 23. And then I will profefs to them I know 
cc ye not; depart from me, ye that work iniquity. 

So that profeffing ChrifLs own name, and pro- 
phefying therein, without working the works of 
God, will not do. Nay, though they may caft out 
devils, which indeed is a great work, and here is not 
only one devil in the fingular number, but devils 
in the plural. They fay they have caft out devils, 
and truly there are many devils in poor mortals 
fometimes, as was faid by them to Chrift ^ “ Our 

name is Legion, for we are many.” There are the 
devils of pride, covetoufnefs, drunkennefs, whore¬ 
dom, theft, envy, murder, lying, fwearing, hypo- 
crify, cheating, backbiting, &c. and abundance 
more, which cannot eafily be named *, and though 
it may be faid, and that truly, that all thefe proceed 
from the devil, who is an evil fpirit; yet it may al¬ 
io be faid, that there are many evil fpirits; and if 
all thefe evil fpirits are caft out of man, and others 

G g of 
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of an evil nature enter him again, his laft ftate is 
worfe than his beginning, as Chrift fpeaks about the 
ftrong man armed, who kept the houfe till a ftrong- 
er than he came, who, when he came, fpoiled his 
goods, and difpofleffed him; but coming again 
found the houfe, or heart, fwept and garnifhed, 
fwept from many immoralities, and garnilhed with 
felf-righteoufnels and carnal fecurity; and the man 
oft his watch, and not at home with Chrift, who is 
llronger than Satan, he then re-enters, and feven 
worfe fpirits with him. So that we had need to be 
on our watch, and keep near to Chrift, left after all 
our experience, and wondrous works, our laft ftate 
be worie than our beginning, and we fhut out of the 
kingdom in the end. For thefe fay, that they had 
done many wondrous works in Chrifc’s name: fo 
that we may work miraculous things, and befenfible 
of wonderful power and ftrength from Chrift; and 
yet without perfevering in the way of holinefs and 
left-denial, may fall fhort of heaven. Wherefore it 
is bad, and of dangerous confequence, to live in fin 
and iniquity; or to lean towards it, fo as to plead 
for it, or believe we cannot live without it while in 
this world. For if we live and die in it, we may 
juftly, according to the above doctrine of Chrift, 
expeft that he will fay unto us in the great day. 

Depart from me, ye that work iniquity.” 
Verle 24. cc Therefore whofoever heareth thefe 
fayings of mine, and doth them, I will liken him 

fc to a wife man, which built his houfe upon a 
cc rock. 

Verfe 25. 4C And the rain defcended, and the 
cc floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon 
*c that houfe, and it fell not: for it was founded 
*c upon a rock.5* 

Oh i what abundance of excellent fayings, and 
doctrine, what holy precepts has Chrift here recom¬ 
mended to the profelTors of his name, and to their* 

. which 
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which believe in him, and the Almighty Father and 
maker of heaven and earth. Surely we are greatly 
beholden to our Lord Jefus Chrift for thofc plain di¬ 
vine fayings. But to commend them only is but 
little, or to read them, or hear them : the keeping 
and the doing of them is the main thing; the thing 
that is needful; and to prefs the pradtice of them, 
Jefus has made this apt comparifon. 

1 ft, fC He that hears them, and doth them, I will 
<f liken him to a wife man and indeed it is great 
wifdom to keep them (that is* to pradtile them) and 
as great folly to live contrary to them; and plead 
againft them. 

2diy. cc Who built his houfe upon a rock.” This 
rock is Chrift, the rock of ages, and his holy Spirit, 
or the holy Ghoft, as Chrift faid to Peter, when 
Chrift was revealed to him : “ Flefh and blood has 
cc not revealed this unto thee, but my Father which 
<c is in heaven:” cc Thou art Peter,3> (or a (tone or 
rock) thou art a man, though thy name fignities a 
rock; and as thy name fignifies a rock, fo on this 
** rock will I build my church,” (that is, on the 
Spirit ot the heavenly Father, which revealed Chrift 
to Peter) and the church of Chrift fo built, cc the 
€C gates of hell cannot prevail againft it/’ And 
Peter was one who heard thefe fayings, and did 
them, when he had received the holy Ghoft or fpiv- 
rit; for which every true believer ought to pray 
continually, until he receive it; through the help of 
which he rnay, without doubt, keep thofe holy fay^ 
ings. For of ourfelves without it, we cannot do 
any real good, either in fpealdng, thinking, or 
adting. 

3<dly. <{ And the rains defcended, and the floods * 
cc came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that 
cc houle, and it fell not; becaufe it was founded 

oh a rock.” If rain from above be poured put in 
wrath on man, for fin and iniquity, and floods of 

G g 2 perfecution* 
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perfecution, or the windy words of men come upon 
this houfe, it will Hand : if ficknefs and death itfelf, 
and many other ftorms, that we may meet with 
here, in this low world, fhould beat againft our 
building, we being built upon the Father, Son, and 
holy Spirit, fhall furely ftand them all out, and live 
through all, if we obferve to hear, or read ChrifFs 
fayings, and to pradtife the fame3 then are we on 
the rock, and fhall not fall for that reafon. 

Verfe 26. <c And everyone that heareth thefe fay- 
cc ingsof mine, and doth them not, fhall be likened 
cc unto a fooliHi man, which built his houfe upon 

x <f the land. 
Verfe 270 “ And the rains defcended, and the 

ic floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon 
“ that houfe, and it fell 3 and great was the fall 
<c ofit.” 

If we read or hear thefe fayings, or dodlrine of 
Chrift, and do not dwell in the life of it, nor pradlife 
the fame, it were better we knew it not. For as our 
Saviour faith, cc He that knoweth his mafter’s will, 
cc and doth it not, fhall be beaten with many 
cc {tripes.” And doubtlels it is great folly to be 
fenfible of ChriftJs holy will, and doctrine, and not 
to do it: if we profefs Chriftianity, and to build our 
profeffion on Chrift, and yet not obferve to keep 
his fayings, the foundation of our building v/ill be 
but very loofe and fandy 3 and when thole rains, and 
floods, and winds, which Chrift fpeaks of, (hall de- 
fcend and come, and beat againft this building, it 
muft needs fall, and the higher his building is, the 
greater will be the fall of it. 

Thus ended the belt fermon that ever was preach¬ 
ed by man 3 in which is let forth the great truths of 

0 God, and our Lord Telus Chrift, with bleflings and 
rewards to the righteous, and holy believers in him, 
who put in practice his precepts; and reproof to the 
diibbedient and unfaithful 3 with promifes of the 

kingdom 
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kingdom ol heaven to the former, und to the latter 
a being flint out of it. And when he had ended his 
doftrine for that time, and finished his divine fayings, 
the people were [mitten with it to admiration, as well 

indeed they might. ^ 
Verfe 28. iC And it came to pafs, when Jefus had 

« ended thefe fayings, that the people were aftonifh- 

“ ed at his doftrine. 
Verfe 29. cc For he taught them as one having 

u authority, and not as the Scribes 
They were aflonifhed at his doctrine, and well 

they might, for it excelled even the law, and went 
beyond it, as when he tells them, it was laid of old 
time, or in the law, “ Thou fhalt not kill he 
taught that we mull not be angry without caufe. 
And whereas the law gives liberty to hate oiir ene¬ 
mies; he charges us to love them, and pray for 
them, and do good to them ; again the law prohi¬ 
bits adultery; Chrift prohibits lull, both in the eye, 
and in the heart. And whereas the law commanded 
to perform their oaths to the Lord; Chrift com¬ 
mands not to fwear at all. Now thofe who are not 
angry, it is not likely they fhould kill ; thofe who 
love their enemies, cannot hate or deftroy them 5 
thofe who have notluft in their hearts or eyes, can¬ 
not commit adultery; and thofe who never [wear, 
cannot forfwear themfelves: all which he, with di¬ 
vine power and authority from above, taught. Fie 
was not dry and formal like the Scribes: fo likewife 
his minifters, and the preachers of his gofpel, fhould 
wait on him, to be endued with a meafure of his di¬ 
vine Spirit and holy grace, that the hearers might be 
edified, and the Father, Son, and Spirit, might have 
the glory, who over all is worthy for ever. 

G g 3 POSTSCRIPT. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 
^ « 

SITn C K I vvrote the above, which wits written at 
fea, in my voyage from Barbadoes to London, l 

have heard that a learned man hath wrote upon this 
excellent fermon of Chrift, which far exceeds what I 
have done, at which I rejoice ; for the more Chrift is 
glorified, and his faithful followers edified, the great- 
er is ourcaufe of rejoicing ; and if it exceeds this, it 
is no wonder, this being done by one who doth not 
profefs to underftand grammar, neither is a matter of 
words, nor fcarcely of good Englijh. Peradventure 
through the meannefs of the inftrument, the glory of 
God and praife of Chrift, may the more appear; as 
faid Chrift, “ Out of the mouths of babes thou haft 
« ordained praife, or ftrength:” and again, “Thou 
“ haft revealed thefe things to babes and fucklings.” 
And the Jews marvelled that the apoftles of Chrift 
fhould know the things of God, being unlearned 
men. But I had a concern working a long time on 
my mind, and could not be eafy nor fatisfied until I 
had made fotne little eftay towards this work; and 
confidering my own weaknefs, it kept ine back a 
great while; but in giving up to the work, I had 
peace and inward fatisfa&ion therein : for 1 thought 
it my duty to publilh and promote, as much as I 
well could, the doctrine and fermon of Chrift, my 
Lord and Matter; fince the very life and marrow of 
true Chriftianity, is therein to be found, in a very 
great degree; and, without controverfy, thofe who 
live up and according to the dodtrine here laid down 
by Chrift in this fermon, will be blefled in this 
world, and that to come, of whatfoever denomination 
they may be, L'. CHALK LET. 
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SOME TRULY TENDER 

SCRUPLES of CONSCIENCE, 

about that 

FORM of PRAYER, 

CALLED THE 

COMMON PRAYER, 

AS USED BY THE MEMBERS OF THE 

CHURCH of ENGLAND. 

i. S to the reading of the holy Scriptures, 
either privately or openly, that I am not 

ao-aintt, but would encourage it in all Chriltians and 
t°ue believers in Chrift, and we ought to excite one 
another thereto, and more efpecially to put in prac¬ 
tice what we read to be our duty, otherwife the 
letter will kill, as faith the apollle, a. Cor. iii. 6. 
which is to be underftood, when we pradtice contrary 
to what we read therein. As for example, where our 
Lord faith, “ Every idle word that man final 1 fpeak, 
“ they {hall give account thereof in the day of jucig- 
“ ment,” Matt. xii. 36. Again, <c God will not 
« hold him guiltlefs, that taketh his name in vain.” 
Exod. xx. 7. <c That fervant that knew his Lord’s 
«< will, and did it not, fhall be beaten with many 
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“ ftripes,” Luke xii. 47. Thefe, and many more 
portions of holy Scripture, are condemning and 
killing to thole who live in fin and evil, which the 
letter is abfolutely againft, and without true re¬ 
pentance, accompanied with amendment of life 
though the Holy Bible be read every day, it will 
but add to cur condemnation. But if people truly 
repent of the evil of their ways, and awake to righ- 
teoufnefs, and fin not, as the Holy Scriptures them- 
felves hold, and Chrift taught, then unto fuch fouls 
they are a rich treafure, and as a cabinet full of pre¬ 
cious jewels, “ able to make the man of God wife 
“ to falvation, through faith” in Chrift, by the in¬ 
fluence of the holy Ghoft, or Spirit. It is not the 
reading divinely infpired writings, or the bible, 
which is fcrupled ; but the formal reading of formal 
compofed prayers and fongs, at fet times, inftituted 
by fuch whofe principle is, that there is now no di¬ 
vine revelation, and that we cannot live without fin¬ 
ning, while we are in this life, according to the 
tenor of the Common Prayer; holding, that we fin 
as long as we live, as if God’s power were not ftrong- 
er to preferve out of fin, than the devil is to keep 
us in fin, contrary to the work and docftrine of the 
holy apoftles, who were fent of God to turn people 
from Satan’s power, to the power of God ; whofe 
glorious, eternal power, is above the power of fin, 
death and the devil. 

In the Common Prayer lome unfound words, and 
alfo fome Scripture expreffions, perverted to a wrong 
ufe, 1 would a little open, or write a few words con¬ 
cerning. 

ift. As to that expreffion in the Common Prayer, 
“ that we are miferable finners.” 

2dly, “ And that we are full of bruifes and pu- 
“ trifying fores.” 

3tUy, <c And from the crown of the head to the 
“ foie of the foot, there is no foundnefs in us.” 

4thly, 
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4thly> cc And that we have left undone the things 
cc which we ought to do, and do thofe things which 
cc we ought not to do and this to be repeated for 

life. 
Firft, then, If people mufl be miferable finners 

all their days, to what end did Chrift come into the 
world and preach the gofpel, and fuffer death, the 
painful death of the crofs ? Did he not come to put 
an end to fin, and to deftroy the works of the devil, 
whole works are fin ? Did he not preach againft fin, 
both within, and without ? witnefs the 5th, 6th, and 
7th chapters of the evangelift Matthew. Yea, his 
birth, life, preaching, fuffering, death and refurrec- 
tion, and alcenfion into glory, were all againft fin, 
the devil, death and darknefs, and all the works 
and deeds thereof. Chrift died for our fins, and we 
ftiould die to them, and live to him : he came to fave 
us from the aft of fin, as well as the imputation of it; 
and takes away the guilt of fin, on condition of true 
repentance and amendment of life, as the doftrine of 
Chrift and his apoftles do largely and plainly demon- 
ftrate, as any who are come to the years of difcretion, 
and who can but read the holy Scriptures, may plain- 

^ ly difcover. 
The apoftle faith, a Whatfoever things are holy, 

cc whatfoever things are pure, juft, and of good re- 
cc port, feek after thofe things.5' And again, “ No 
ic unclean thing can enter the kingdom of heaven ” 
but certainly all fin is unclean. Read over the holy 
Scriptures, from the beginning to the end, their na¬ 
ture and tendency is againft all fin ; and as it is true, 
that we all have been finners, lurely therefore all 
true Chriftians, and true believers in Chrift, have 
caufe reverently to bow, and to be truly and hum¬ 
bly thankful, that Chrift, our great Lord, by his 
offeringhimfelf for us, hath taken away that impu¬ 
tation ; fo that now through true faith and belief in 
Chrift, accompanied with true repentance, and a~ 

mendment 
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mendment of life, the imputation of our former fins 
is taken away; for which caufe we praife God, and 
adore his eternal Majefty for ever. 

2dly, As to the word miferable, a Chriftian may in¬ 
deed be poor; but fince (Thrift is come to make us 
happy and comfortable through the hope of eternal 
falvation, in his name and power (as we are not to 
think ourfelves better than we are) fo we cannot fay 
nor think we are miferable, unlels we are without 
God and (Thrift; and then we are miferable indeed ; 
but no mortal can be miferable, who hath (Thrift; 
“ for he that hath the Son, hath life” eternal life 
“ abiding in him to be truly in Chrift, is to be 
truly happy ; this do&rine is as clear as the fun at 
noon-dav, or as a morning without clouds: a foul, 
when it comes to fee itfelf undone without a Saviour, 
and fee fin to be exceeding finful, and is ready to 
cry to the Almighty, Lord, help, or I perifli! Save 
me, or I am undone for ever! Then the foul feeth 
itfelf miferable; but it is for want of Chrift: and 
when Chrift is come into, or unto the foul, then its 
mifery vanifheth, or fiieth away; but from day to 
day, and week to week, yea, all the days of one’s 
life, to be miferable finners, is a miferable cafe in¬ 
deed, deftroying the very nature of Chriftianity: 
wherefore, fome tender, confcientious fouls, cannot 
join with fuch miferable finners and fayers, who nei¬ 
ther fay nor do that which they ought. 

3dly, As to thele fayings, “ We are full of bruifes 
tc and putrefying fores, from the crown of the head 
<c to the foie of the foot, and that there is no found- 
“ nefs in 11s.” 

Can any congregation of fuch people as thefe (if 
they fay truly, and if they do not fay truly, what will 
the conlequence be, let the wile in heart judge) can 
I fay, fuch a people be the church of Chrift, or his 
fpoufe, or beautiful bride ? Chrift faith, “ If the 
“ infide be clean, the outfide will be clean alfo 

and 
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and he came to cleanfe the fouls of poor mortals, 
and to heal them, and wafh them from fin, and doth 
it by his fpiritual baptifm, and the fire of his word ; 
alfo the abovefaid church and people, contrary to 
this putrefied and unfound, conftant and continual 
confeffion, do both <c promife and vow, that they 
« will forfake the devil and all his works, the pomps 
<c and vanity of this wicked world, and all the finful 
“ lulls of the flefli, and walk in God’s holy will and 
“ commandments, all the days of their lives the 
very higheft pitch of perfection any man or Chriftian 
can attain in this life ! and yet contrary to thofe 
vows and folemn covenants, they tell the Almighty, 
from time to time, that they are unfound, nay, that 
there is no foundnels in them ; but that they are 
putrefied from head to foot, as above, and by their 
common practice, intend to tell him fo as long as 
they live in this life : this is unfound work indeed : 
and truly thofe who are tenderly confcientious may 
well fcruple to join with it, or with thofe who are in 
fuch ways, words and works. 

T hofe bruifed, putrefied, fore and unfound fouls, 
are therefore tenderly, in Chriftian love, advifed to 
come to Chrift, the phyfician of value, and great 
doctor of the foul, that he may heal them, and wafh. 
their finful, putrefied fouls, and unfound hearts, 
cf by the wafhing of regeneration, and renewing of 

his word and fpirit.” cc Ye are clean through the 
word which I have fpoken unto you,” faith our 

Saviour, John xv. 3. They are cleanfed, by putting 
his word in practice ; for, faith Chrift, Mat. vii. 24, 
<c He that heareth thefe fayings of mine, and doth 
cc them, I will liken him to a wife man fo, confe- 
quently he that doth them not, is fooliih, finful and 
unclean. 

4thly, And further, fay they, cc We have left tin- 
(c done thofe things which we ought to have done.” 
Now doing the truth, and doing that which is right, 

is 
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is what we ought to do ; and committing fin, is that 
which we ought not to do: certainly any man of 
fenfe and undei handing, would think it mociterv, 
if his children or fervants fhould ferve him fo from 
time to time, and make a common pradice of it: 
by this confeffion, if it be genuine, they muft needs 
know better than they pradhfe or do, they knowing 
what they ought to do, but not doing it; and our 
Lord Jefus Chrift faith pofitively, “ He that knows 
c* his Mailer’s will, and doth it not, (hall be beaten 
“ with many firipesand again, “ Be ye not like 
“ the Scribes and Pharifees; for they fay, and do 
“ not; therefore be ye not like unto them.” 

But what can be expected from thofe who fay they 
fin in their bell duties? and if fo, they fin whenever 
they read the Common Prayers; and by the fame 
rule, the oftner they read them, the oftner they 
fin ; wherefore, how can a fincere, devout foul, who 
unfeignedly loves the Lord Jefus Chrift, fo as to keep 
his commandments (for that is to love him truly, and 
according to his own definition of it; “ If ye love 
‘c me, keep my commandments,” faith Chrift) I fay, 
how can any fuch fincere foul join with fuch wrong 
doers and layers; it muft needs be an unfafe prac¬ 
tice to do what one knows fhould not be done; the 
nature of fuch doings being very provoking, either 
to God or man : What man in the world would like 
it, in either fon or fervant ? 

Oh ! what would become of poor, degenerate man, 
if the Lord Almighty were not very indulgent, if he 
were not a God gracious and merciful, flow to anger, 
and of great loving-kindnefs to poor mortals! 

^thly, And as to their finging David’s pfalms in 
metre; how often do they fing that which is not 
true as to themfelves, and alfo that which is not ac¬ 
cording, but contrary to their ftates and conditions ? 
as when they fing, <c That they water their couch 
“ with their tears; and that they pra&ife what they 

<c know. 
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tc know, when they confefs they do that which they 
« ought not to do, and leave undone that which 
£t they ought to do.” , . 

The apoftle Paid, he would “ ling with tne lpint, 
cc and with the understanding alio.” And again, 
‘c We know not what we fliould pray for as we 
£C ought, but the Spirit itfelf maketh interceffion 
4C for us, with groanmgs which cannot be uttered,” 
Rom. viii. 26. In the^primitive times, of Chriftia- 
nity, they prayed and fung as they were helped by 
the holy Ghoft, or Spirit, and not by book, or {tint¬ 
ed or fet forms ; but oh ! the primitive foundnefs of 
Chriftianity, is too much ioft and defaced; and 
therefore fome who defire to come again to the pri¬ 
mitive foundnefs and purity of the Chriltian religion, 
Peru pie to join with luch unfound formalities, and 
that confcientioufiy, for the reaions above, and more 
which might be given. 

When fuch fctuples are mentioned, the members 
of the church of England ufually reply, that the Scrip¬ 
tures vindicate them in their form, which, how well 
they do fo, let it be freely and fairly examined; not 
for contention, but for edification in the pure love 
of Jefus. 

lit. “ The Scripture faith, that there was a people 
“ that was full of bruifes and putrefying fores,” &c. 

Anl'w. But that was in the time of the law, when 
the people had tranfgreffed the law, and were under 
the law ; for had they done their duty, and kept the 
law, they could not truly have faid fo, Ifaiab i. 6. 
They were then indeed gone aftray like loft lheep, 
and that brought them into that fore, putrefied ftat.e, 
and bruifed condition, and “ their law did not make 

the comers thereunto perfedt; yet,” as faith the 
apoftle, “ the bringing in o{ a better hope did,” 
which was the hope of the gofpel; lo that the apof¬ 
tle preaches perfection under the goipel difper.fa- 
tion, though fome of our worldly-wiie men will not 

allow 
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allow of it; and I hope we are not under the law, 
but under grace; “and the glorious law of the 
“ fpirit of life, in ChriR Jefus, hath and doth fet 
“ the true believers free from the law of fin and 
“ death ;” fo that a true Chrifiian cannot fay truly, 
with the falfe and rebellious Jews, of whom the pro¬ 
phet there fpeaks, “ that he is full of putrefying 
“ fores, and that there is no foundnefs in him,” and 
fay it all the days of his life. 

2dly, Again the Scripture fays, Pfal li. 5. « I 
“ was fhapen in iniquity, and in fin did my mother 

conceive me.” 
Anlw. The Pfalmift was at that time tinder deep 

convidions for the great fins he had been guilty of, 
in the matter of Uriah; but by his expreffions in the 
9th, 10th, and 11th verfes of the lame pfalm, it is 
plain he believed a better Rate attainable; and fu re¬ 
ly thele expreffions cannot be applicable to men, at 
all times; for we read of them who were fandified 
from the womb ; neither can it be reafonably or cha¬ 
ritably fuppofed, that all women, efpecially chaRe 
and virtuous ChriRians, do all conceive their child¬ 
ren in fin, and bring them forth in iniquity; and if 
it were fo, which God forbid, it doth not follow, 
that we muR live in it all our days; no furely, if we 
believe ChriR, and the holy Scriptures, whole doc¬ 
trine is holy, and commands holinefs, in both tefia- 
ments. And if people would walk in the holy light 
of Chrift, who enlightens every man that cometh in¬ 
to the world, as recorded in the holy Scriptures, they 
would then be clcanfed from their fin, from both the 
ad and the imputation, as faith the apofiie, “ If we 
“ walk in the light, as he is in the light, then have 
“ we fellowfhip one with another, and the blood of 
“ Jefus ChriR, his Son, cleanfeth us from ail fin,’’ 
2 John i. 7. 

3dly, ,{ There is none that doeth good, no not 
*' one,” Rom. iii. 12. 

Anfw, 
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Anfw. It is beyond all doubt the apofUe fpokeof 
the people in their unconverted ftate ; for if they had 
been come to the work of converfion and regenera¬ 
tion, they muft, and it is impoffible but they fftould, 
do forne good ; and though there was a time that 
gone did good, it was under the law, and not under 
grace; and fpoken of the unbelievers, and not be¬ 
lievers ; efpecially fince Chrift has brought a cove¬ 
nant of grace, in order to teach and help us to live 
righteous, virtuous, holy, religious, and fober lives 
and converfations, 'Titus ii. 11. 

4thly, They objeft the words of our Saviour to 
the young man in the gofpel, where he calls Chrift 
(C Good Mafter,’5 alking him, cc What good thing 
cc he fhould do that he might inherit eternal 
€c lifer'5 Chrift anfwered, cc Why called thou me 
cc good ? There is none good but one, that is God/' 
Mat. xix. 17. 

Anfw. And true it is, in our Lord’s fenfe, for com¬ 
paring men to Chrift (who is God) there is none 
good ; the young man thought he had been fpeaking 
to a man like himfelf, and knew not that he was 
fpeaking to the good and gracious Son of the moft 
high God; but if we compare men with men, it 
mu ft be granted that there is, was, and will be fome 
good men, women, and children, in that fenfe and 
confideration ; and our Lord flieweth how we may 
know thefe good men, women, and children, “ By 
€C their fruits ye fhall know them,” faith Chrift; 
“ Men do not gather grapes of thorns, nor figs of 
€C thiftles. A good tree cannot bring forth evil 
€C fruit, neither can an evil tree bring forth good 

fruit; wherefore by their fruits ye fhali know 
jCC them.- How plain is the dodtrine of Chrift, if 
people would but lend an obedient ear, and give 
him a faithful and fincere heart, and ferve him in a 
pure mind, without deceit, or guile, taking up his 
holy crols, to the corrupt will of man, in true felfo 

denial: 
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denial: the Scripture lays, “ If we confefs our fins, 
*c he is faithful and juft to forgive us our fins, and 
€C to cleanfe us from all unrighteoufnefs where 
then is the fin, when God has cleanfed us from all 
unrighteoufnefs ? Indeed it is very meet, and our 
duty, to confefs our fins; they truly fay, that, 

5thly. The Scriptures in fundry places excite us 
to confefs our fins. 

Anfw. For poor mortals have all finned, and by 
their finful nature, we are all children of wrath, and 
this is a ftrong and mighty motive for us in truth to 
confefs our fins, becaule God is fo juft and merciful 
to forgive and pafs by cur iniquities; and indeed if 
the weight of our fins were upon us, and the true 
fenfe of the heinoufnefs of fin and evil, it would 
certainly bow us in deep reverence and humility be¬ 
fore the throne of grace, and melt our fpirits in true 
tendernefs before the moft High and immortal Je¬ 

hovah ; and then it is that he forgives us, and 
cleanfeth us from all iniquity, and would, according 
to the apoftle’s dodtrine, Ct purify us to himfelf a 
<c peculiar people, zealous of,55 and for, cc good 
€C works,55 and againft bad works, and words, and 
thoughts alio: and when God hath fo cleanfed the 
foul, then of courle thefe common, and often re¬ 
peated, dry confeffions, full of fin and putrefadtion, 
muft fall, and we fhould fear to offend any more. 
Let it be tenderly, and in Chriftian love, afked. 
How often do our Common Prayer people go into 
their clofets, or privately retire into feme fecret 
place, and there pour out their cries and tears to the 
Almighty, and humbly confefs their faults to him 
alone ? I afk, would not fuch an exercife be more 
acceptable to God, than a popular repetition daily 
and formally made? This I leave to the confidera- 
tion of ail fober Chriftians, and to the judgment of 
the truly pious. And how like mockery it looks, 
as foon as they come from their prayers and confef¬ 

fions. 



I 

about the Common Prayer. 481 

lions, they (many of them) will vainly laugh, and be 
full of idle words and difcourfe, and lome of them 
curfe and fwear, and take the awful and {acred name 
(which they have been addreffing, or pretending to 
addrefs) in vain, and prophane that holy name or God 
and Chrifl, which they have been thing in their de¬ 
votion, which I have been an eye and an ear witnefs 
of many a time, to the forrow and grief of my foul, 
and which hath, in part, occafioned thefe lines; as 
alio hoping it may be a motive to ftir up fome to 
more holy living, and that the name of God and 
Chrifl: might be glorified, and the precious, dear- 
bought foul faved. Let us alfo remember, th. the 
holy Scriptures do abundantly require and command 
us to forfake our fins ; the holy text fays, cc He that 
€( confeffeth and forfaketh his fins Ihall have mercv ” 

6thly, And whereas the apoftie Johny in his firft 
general epiltle, chap. i. verfe 8- writes, <c If we fay 
cc we have no fin, we deceive ourfelves from 
whence it is objedled, we ought always to cornels 
our fins. 

Anfvv. Yes we fliould do fo whenever we commit 
any, or knowingly do evil ; but when the Almighty 
hath clean fed us from ail unrighteoidnels, then our 
fins are done away by the grace of his Son, our Lord 
Jefus Chrifl, and v/e are waffled by regeneration ; 
then it cannot be true to fay, we are miferable and 
putrefied finners, when at the fame time alfo Chrifl 
hath purified and fandtified his church and people. 

It is true which St. John faith, chap. i. verfe 10. 
(that opening and explaining the 8th verfe) cc If 

we iay we have not finned, we make him” (i. e. 
God) cc a liarf’ for that all have finned ; fo that it 
is plain that he fpeaks of the ftate of man before he 
comes to the work of converfion, or to be renewed 
by grace *, for when we come truly to know Chrifl, 
and to fee and believe in him, then we witnefs a 
change from our corrupt and evil nature, and finful 

II h courfe 
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courfe of life, which is as clear as the fiiining of the 
fun without clouds at noon-day, from the fame 
apoftle’s words, which I fhall tranfcribe for informa¬ 
tion and edification of any who may fee this. 

The fir ft general epiftle of John (the beloved dif- 
ciple of our Lord Jefus) 3d chap. 6th verfe to the 
10th. cc Wholoever abideth in him” (i. e. Chrift) 

finneth not: Whofoever finneth, hath not feen 
<c him, neither known him. Little children, let no 
<c man deceive you : he that doth righteoufnefs, is 
<6 righteous, even as he is righteous : he that com- 
“ mitteth fin, is of the devil; for the devil finneth 
cc from the beginning. For this purpofe the Son of 

God was manifefted, that he might deftroy the 
ic works of the devil. Whofoever is born of God, 
cc doth not commit fin ; for his feed remaineth in 
<c him, and he cannot fin, becaufe he is born of 

God. In this the children of God are manifeft, 
and the children of the devil; whofoever doth not 

“ righteoufnefs, is not of God;” (and as above) “he 
<c that committeth fin, is of the devil.” 

This is naked truth, without any covering, and 
the very lum and fubftance of true religiun. Oh ! 
that all true Chriftians would lay it to heart, and pon¬ 
der it in their minds, and then rcfolve whether they 
will be finners to the end of their days, or whether 
they will repent, and turn from the evil of their 
ways; the latter of which, that poor mortals may 
come to witnefs for themfelves, is the defire and 
prayer of my foul. 

If it be further objected, That our Saviour taught. 
his difciples a form : he did fo ; and a glorious form 
it is ; and they did as they prayed, and were taught 
of Chrift, and fo they did it truly, and in true faith, 
believing they fhould witnefs what they faid and 
prayed to be fulfilled. “ Our Father which art in 
“ heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
«f come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in 

“ heaven. 
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f€ heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
ic forgive us our trefpaflfes, as we forgive them that 
<c trefpafs againft us. And lead us not into tempt- 
cc ation, but deliver us from evil : for thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever, 
“ Amen/3 

Chrift laid to fome of old, cc Ye are of your fa- 
cc ther the devil, becaufe his works ye do •/* and all 
fin is his work, and by our works, as above, we are 
manifeft, whether we are the children of God, or of 
the devil. 

H h 2 A LETTER 
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L E •Up p 

TO A 

FRIEND in IRELAND; 

Containing a Relation of fome forrowful Instances 

of the lad Effects of INTEMPERANCE, 

as a Warning to young People. 
e 

Prov. xii. 2. A good Man obtaineth Favour of the 

Lord: but a Man of wicked Devices will he condemn. 

Verfe 7. Fhe Wicked are overthrown^ and are not: but 

the Houfe of the Righteous fhall ft and. 

Isa. v. 2 2. Woe to them who are mighty to drink Wine, 

and Men of Strength to mingle ftrong Drink. 

The PREFACE to the Tenth Edition of 

this Letter to a Friend, 

Temperate Reader, 

H E longer we live in the world, the more we 
fee the danger and many mifehiefs, miferies 

and inconveniences, intemperance occafions to man¬ 
kind, not only in eating, clothing buying and felling* 
&c. but particularly in that great fin of drinking 
to excels. And though rifk is run of incurring 

the 
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the difpleafure of feme ill-natured over-lovers of 
ftrong liquors, the which hath been experienced by 
the author, through feme of the former impredions ; 
yet they having found fuch general acceptance in 
many parts of the world, and being ferviceable to 
people of all perluafions, I, for the further fervice of 
poor mortals, adventure to put forth this tenth edi¬ 
tion, with this additional preface, in order, if pof- 
fible, to perfuade all rational fouls to forfake fo de- 
ftruchve and vile an evil: which grofs fin hath thefe 
bad effects attending it, with many more that might 
be let down, which affefts both the aged and the 
youth for whofe fakes (viz. the youth) it was at 
firft chiefly intended* in order to ftir them up to the 
love of pure religion, and pious and virtuous living, 

iff then, In the aged, it hath thofe bad effects, 
viz. They are bad examples to their youth, who when 
reproved, may reply, c My father before me loved 
4 ftrong liquors, as well as I : he loved a glafs of 
c wine ; he loved a bowl of punch •, he loved good 
c cyder, and good ale, and would be merry with it, 
* and why may not I, as well as her He was a wife 
c good man, when he v/as fober; and pray where is 
4 the harm of loving good liquor and being merry 

I anfwer; The harm is in the immoderate and ex¬ 
travagant ufe of it. It is only the excels which this 
letter detects, and is intended to difcourao;c. I have 
known fome who have quarrelled with publick 
preaching, becaufe they have been guilty of the 
faults fpoke againft: and the author experts to be 
buffeted for this publication, by fome of thefe 
mighty ions to drink wine, and to mingle ftrong 
drink (i. e. punch, fetterena, tiff, flip, &c.) I 
had like to forgot Sampfon, as 1 have feveral others, 
which fo overcomes thofe men of might,'as to get 
from them their precious time, which cannot be 
bought with money, and their money, befides health 
and credit, underftanding and reafon, and alb And 

H h 3 pray 
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pray where is the difference then between the marl 
and the beaft, though the man be full of days ? 

What can we fay to the youth of fuch parents, 
that will avail, while their parents fhew them fuch 
evil examples ? And as it is in that, fo it is in all 
other evils, parents examples are very hurtful in evil 
things, though very helpful in that which is] good. 
If a man fees a youth to be out of order, and re¬ 
proves him for being in drink, evil-fpeaking, pride, 
covetoufnefs, &c. and he guilty of the fame, his 
child may anfwer, c Why, hither, I had not done 
‘ fo, if I had not feen thee (or you) do it?’ And 
it being an incumbent duty in a father, mother, 
matter, or miftrefs, to reprove their youth for evil; 
if we are not clear in ourielves of what we reprove 
in our children or fervants, and our children or fer- 
vants mifcarry through our bad example, what a 
melancholy reflection will that be to us, if rightly 
confidered ! which indeed would be this, c I have 
* been inftrumental to my poor child's ruin and de- 
c ftruction !’ A melancholy reflection to any fober 
Chriftian! > 

Alfo, except there is a large income, inftead of 
taking care to put the youth in a reputable way to 
live in the world, it brings them to poverty : and 
if there is a large eftate, it puts them in the way to 
fpend it. And, oh ! how many are fpending their 
precious time in taverns, and ordinaries, and at the 
fame time their wives and children fuffering and 
weeping at home? And fome fober, modeft wo¬ 
men (for the men are moftly addicted to drinking to 
excefs) would fuflfer unfpeakable hardfhips before 
they would expofe their hufbands • and indeed they 
that do it in fuch a modeft way, being forced to it 
by fuch ill pra&ices, are much more to be pitied 
than blamed. 

2dly, 
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2dly, Concerning the youth, it mightily hurts 
them (as it doth the aged alio) as to their religion,, 

reputation, health and eftate, &c. 
^iit, As to their religion, it not only clouds then 

undemanding, and darkens the nobility thereof, 
but it unfits them for all and every religious duty. 

2dly, Some who value a good name, iiad rather 
lole their lives, than lofe their reputation through 
immoderate drinking. For if the youth be jingle 
and addicted to immoderate drinking, no wje and 
virtuous perfon will tie themfelves to them for hit, 
by marriage; which date of 1-fe, to a wile and vir¬ 
tuous pair, is far exceeding in happinefs all other 
company or converiation whatfoevei. It is bedvi to 
be one of thefe than to enjoy a kingdom t and on 
the other hand, it is better to be a flave in Turky, 
than to be married to an intemperate perfon. 

3d 1 y, Intemperance deftroys the health of the 
body, which we generally efteem before wealth* 
And if a man were a king, prince, or duke, it he 
did not enjoy his health, what good would all his 
honour, power, and wealth do him ? Oh! what 
abundance of young people have deftroyed them¬ 
felves by this fin ? As it is written, <c The wicked 
« do not live out half their days:55 and where this 
fm is growing general in a country, that country is 
growing to its ruin and deftruclion. It wattes the 
people, decays trade, and is very deftrudtive to re-* 
iigion, and an inlet to Atbeifw. Good people are 
afraid to live in fuch a country, bad people flock to 
it, and often make their exit in it. 

4thly, And many a fair eftate hath been em¬ 
bezzled and fpent through intemperance, which ho¬ 
ned parents with great labour, care,and induilry, have 
got together, and left to their fons and daughters, 
who have extravagantly fpent it upon their lulls; 
and thereby have brought infamy on themfelves, 
their fathers, and their poflerity, whenever it has 

H h 4 pleafed 
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pleafed God that they have left any behind them - 
be Tides, which is word of all, dishonouring God,' 
and bringing a fcandal on the Chriftian religion. 

Some of our wife kings and queens in Great- 
Britain, being forrowfully affe&ed with the hei- 
noufnefs of this great fin, have made drift laws 
again it intemperance; and where the legidativc au¬ 
thority makes little or no provifion againft it, or 
wlien they do make any, do not take care to put in 
praftice, fuch a date or colony mud needs be in a 
declining condition. And for particular families 
and peidons, we may fee too much of this evil in 
our neighbourhoods, almoft in all parts of the world, 
which cauleth Folid, iober, pious, virtuous, and 
truly religious Chridians to mourn, and humbly to 
bovr before the mod high God, begging of him, 
for C hr id’s fake, that he, by his mighty power, 
would be pleafed to reform the unregenerate 
world. 

This is the prayer and fervent defire of an 
intire lover of mankind, both body and foul, 
and who defires their welfare in this, and the 
world to come, 

> 1 ' i 

r. CHJLKLE2 L 4 

A LETTER 

I 
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A 

LETTER to a FRIEND.. 

Barbadoes, 7th ift Mo. 1713-19* 

My dear Friend, IT is long fince I had a line from thee; but not 
long fince I thought of thee and thine, with 

friends of your nation, where I know the Lord 
hath a feed, who loves him, and doth delight and 
defire to ferve him, and are accounted to hun for a 
chofen generation ; and that this generation may 
fpread and profper in the earth, is my earned travail 
in fpirit both night and day, at times and feafons. 
There is alfo an exercife upon my mind for the off~ 
fpring of this feed, the children of thole men and 
women, who have confefled the name of Chrift be¬ 
fore men, in a holy, felf-denying life, and fober 
converfation ; and I do certainly know, that many 
pious fouls join with me in this exercife, bowing 
the knee to the Lord of fabbaths for the peace, prof- 
perity, and eternal welfare of the prefent arifing 
generation. Oh! how exercifing it is to good men 
and women, to fee their youth take thole ways 
which lead to deftruftion, and go in company with 
the wicked, whole ways lead to the utter ruining 
of both body and foul, and whole fteps take hold 
on hell. 

It is a great evil which many are prone to (i. e.) 
keeping of vain and idle company, which has brought 
many a young man, and young women, to utter 
ruin and deftrudtion, both body and foul. How 
many fair eftates have been wafted! How many fine 

youths 
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youths deftroyed by keeping evil company, and by 
excels in drinking, is really lamentable to confider! 
It keeps the poor in poverty; it makes the rich 
many times poor, and brings both rich and poor 
into difgrace; it breaks and deftroys the health and 
natural good conftitution of the body, and inftead 
thereof fills it with mifery and pain ; and which is 
yet more, it deftroys the foul which is the moft no¬ 
ble part of the man ; fo that it is a fore three-fold 
evil, but the laft the worft, by how much the foul 
is the more lafting and better part: feveral terrible 
inftances of this nature I have met with in my travels 
among the children of men ; three or four of which 
I may inform thee of; and it may be affecting unto 
thee, as it hath often been to my mind, when i have 
thought thereon. 

2"he firft Infiance of a young Man, given to ill Company, 

and hard Drinking. 

rpHE firft is of a certain beautiful young man, 
JL a phyfician by profeffion, who was much ad¬ 

dicted to ill company, and to drink hard, and was 
fometimes vifited with ftrong convictions; in one of 
which vifitations he fent for me, and told me his 
condition, and made iolemn covenants, if God 
would but that once ip are him, he would not do the 
like evil again. At that time it did pleale the Al¬ 
mighty to fpare him; but he foon forgot how it had 
been with him; and fell into the lame fin again ; 
although he had a moft notable admonition in a 
dream, but a little before. His dream was this, 
which is very remarkable; we being then at fea, in 
fight of Great-Britain, he faw in his dream a great 
and fpacious town, the buildings high, and ftreets 
broadi at which he landed, and going up the ftreet. 
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he efpied a large fign on which was written in great 
golden letters, S H A M E, to which he went, and 
at the door ftood a woman, with a can or drink in 
her hand; who afked him to drink; to which he re¬ 
plied, c With all his heart, for he faid, he had 
c drank nothing but water a great while:’ So he 
took the can, and drank a hearty draught, which, 
as he faid, c made him merry,’ and he went reeling 
up the ftreet, when, behold on a fudden, a grim 
fellow met him, and arrefted him in the name of 
the governor of the place, before whom he brought 
him. This governor, he faid, was like a great 
black dog, the larged that ever he law, who grin¬ 
ned at him, and palfed fentence on him ; and lent 
him to prifon, there to lie for ever. He told me 
this dream, with fuch an emphafis, as made me to 
tremble, which was thus interpreted to him : I told 
him, that he was an ingenious young man, and 
might eafily difcern the interpretation of this dream, 
which to me Teemed to be ominous to him : c The 
c great town and high buildings, is thy great and 
c high profeffion; the fign, on which S H A M E 
c was writ, with the woman with the can at the 
c door, fheweth the great fhame of the fin of drun- 
c kennels, and that it is thy weaknefs ; and that 
< £ rim fellow, that arrefted thee, is death, who will 
c arrefc all mortals; and the great black dog, the 
c governor of the place, is the devil; who, when 
i his fervants have ferved him to the laft, will tor- 
4 ment them for ever.’—c God forbid, it is but a 
c dream,’ was his anfwer to me. 1 faid, it was a very 
fignificant one to him. 

About three days after, the fame perfon went on 
board a fhip, whole loading was wine and brandy- 
the matter gave a can of wine to him, and faid the 
fame words, as the woman faid to him in his 
dream, and he anfwered with the fame exprc(lions 
and it had the fame effect upon him; for he took 

fuch 
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iuch a hearty draught as made him too merry, in- 
fomuch that he overfet the boat, and was drowned, 
much in cuinici and I ieeing him fink down, and 
his dream fo punftually fulfilled, I was very heavy- 
in my mind for feveral days. 

Oh! methinks I could wifh that the mighty 
righteous judgments of the Moft High, might1 ef- 
feflually work on the hearts of thofe people, who 
are in tne flower ot tneir age, to their converfion 
and lalvation. 

The fecond Inftance of a Merchant, addited to the like 

definitive Pratices. 

rr\ H E fecond is of a merchant, about thirty- 
age, whom I law take leave of, 

and bid adieu to this world : he was one who had 
fpent much time in keeping unprofitable company 
and over drinking, which practice wafted his 
ftrength and fldh, as it did his time and money, 
and brought him into a deep conlurnption ; as "it 
has done many to my certain knowledge; befides 
bringing the racking painful diftemper o"f the gout, 
and many other miferies; fo that at laft it brought 
him to his chamber, and then to his bed: and in 
his ficknefs, he feveral times fent for me, and made 
ferious acknowledgments of his e former mif-fpent 
* time, and hoped, if the Lord would fpare him, 
* to be more careful for the time to come.’ But he 
was no longer to be trufted here in this world; for 
he went not out until he was carried in his coffin : 
he held my hand faft in his, until he died, and was 
fenfible to the laft. 

One day, as he lay on his death-bed, he called 
me to him, into his chamber, and ‘ charged me to 

‘ caution 
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* caution the young people to be careful how they 
c keep, and fpend their time in, evil company, for 
€ it had been his ruin, and now lay as a great and 
4 heavy burden on his conference : Oh !’ fays he, 
4 if they did but feel one quarter of an hour, what 
4 I fed, they never would keep fuch company any 
4 more: tell this to my former companions.5 

And indeed there is a great deal of hurt done by 
young men getting; together to drink wine, or other 
ftrong drink: I wifh the woe, mentioned in the 
holy Scriptures, may not be the portion of many of 
them; “ who are mighty to drink wine, and men 
4C of ftrength to mingle ftrong drink;” and fit late 
at it, which many times brings fufferings on parents, 
wife, children, and fervants, as well as themlelves; 
and is a very diforderly practice, being a reproach 
to all Chriftian ibcicties and families, wherever fuch 
things are. 

There is a great concern upon me again!! this 
growing evil in our young generation; and 1 hope, 
in Chrift our Lord, that divers heads of families 
will come under the like exercife in tnemfeives : 

> 

and then, if our youth will neither hear nor fear 
the Lord, nor us, we fhail be clear, and their blood 
will be on their own heads, as a worthy and ho¬ 
nourable elder, and man of God, of your nation, 
faid : one of whofe offspring is the fubjec! of the 
third particular, that I fhail mention to thee, of the 
many I have been acquainted with, in my pilgrim¬ 
age here, in and on this part of the globe of the 
earth and fea; for tbefe are but few inftances of 
many that I have met withal : I may therefore 
thus proceed. 
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T'bc thih d In fiance of another young bVIan^ who nine]? 

embraced the fame deftroying Delights. 

np HE fifth of the firft month, at Bridge-Town> 
1 in Barbadoes, S. E. ion of W. E. died. His 1 

death was fudden; and was reafonahly fuppofed, 
he deftroyed himfelf by drinking and undue com¬ 
pany-keeping, and fitting long at it. A perfon, to 
whom he himfelf had told it, told me, ‘ That he 
* an4 four more, at one fitting, drank above twenty 
c quarts of double—diftilleci Rum-punch; which put 
‘ him in a violent feverlo that he ran about the 
ftreets, with a naked fword, and talked of killing 
one of the neighbours, in this drunken fit. The 
next day lie came to me, and afked me, whole 
door the blood would have lain at, if he had, in 
that fit of diforder, kiiled any body : by which 
query, I thought he was not yet rightly come to 
himfelf: becaule there were fome ordinary reports 
about the town concerning him, he reckoned thofe 
who broached and fpread thofe reports, would have 
been culpable, and mud have anfwered for his mur¬ 
der, if he committed any: but this was but cover¬ 
ing his fin. 

Pie feemed to fall out with religion too, for he 
faid, c He would come no more to worfhip, till he 
‘ fliould have juftice done him, as to the reports:’ 
though poor foul, he had the more need to pre- 
fent himfelf before his Maker, and bow before the 
moft high God, and repent in great humiliation. 
The fame day in which he neglefted his duty, he 
was taken fide, and that day week was buried. 
Pie fent for me, and I went to him : he had but 
little fenfe of his end, as I could perceive, and re¬ 

mained 
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mained fo till the night he died. I was by him 
when he died, and favv him fetch his la ft breath. 
A few minutes before he gave up the ghoft, he 
trembled and fhook exceedingly, and fhrieked out, 
to the aftonilhment of all thofe prefent, which 
pierced my very foul within me: for he feenied 
to go out of the world in an extreme great agony. 

I never faw any depart the world any ways like 
him ; and indeed it was very amazing, and greatly 
affeded my mind with forrow: for I thought he 
was very unfit to die. Oh ! methinks I could 
heartily with, that fuch objeds might be as fo 
many ftrong motives, to ftir up and to awaken the 
offspring of good men and virtuous women (as alfo 
any profeffing Chriftianity) to fear the Lord, and 
walk in his ways, whofe ways lead to life, in which 
the fling of death is taken away. 

The children of godly parents have much to 
anfwer for, in flighting or negleding the wholfome 
counfel, good advice, and faithful admonition, of 
their faithful and careful parents; whom they dif- 
grace and difhonour, contrary to the command of 
God, who fays, cc Honour thy parents, that thy 
€C days may be long in the land which the Lord thy 

God giveth thee and none can truly honour 
their parents, who difhonour God their Maker, 
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fourth Inftance of a young Woman, who often 

abjented h erf elf from Meetings, for the fake of much 

bad Company. 

rpHE fourth inftance, which 1 (hall give thee, 
j[ is concerning a young woman, of about 

twenty-five years of age, who was brought up very 
finely, tenderly, and delicately, with her lockets, 
and chains of gold, and waiting-maid : but her pa¬ 
rents living too high for their income, broke in 
peoples debt*, and their children, as they grew up, 
were put to their fhifts. What pity it is! that 
youth are not brought up to fome bufmefs, whereby 
they may get a livelihood in the world, if their pa¬ 
rents fhould drop before them: and though parents 
may have a handfome intereft in this world, yet it 
has been thought by fome great, as well as wife 
men, that to put out youths to trades and bufmefs, 
is both profitable and honourable: inftances of the 
evil confequences of the contrary, have been very 
many, as woeful experience doth daily teach us; 
and this young woman was one: for falling into 
evil company, fhe ran into debt, and was put into 
union, where was a murderer, whom it is laid, fie 
was acceffary to loofe from his chains ; and for fo 
doing was put in chains herfelf, along with him, 
when he was taken again : and now inftead of her 
gold chain, fhe muft take up with an iron one; and 
in a little time, is to be tried for her life : and in 
expe&ation of death, and being in great diftrefs, fhe 
lent for me, and entreated me to come and fee her 
die, and much lamented her condition: c Oh! laid 
« fhe, that I nsight be a warning to all young peo- 
c pie, to be careful that they keep not evil compa- 
< ny, and fpend their time which fhould be fpent in 

c wo rib ip. 
1 
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c worfliip, ia airy company, and other vain diver- 
c Hons, when they fhould be doing their duty to 
c God/ And then Ihe would weep bitterly ; fhe 
being very penitent, it very much affected me; and 
I told her, c That I did believe, if Hie in her heart 
c was clear, and no ways confenting to the murder, 
* her life would be given her: but then woe and 
c mifery would be her portion, if Hie did not amend 
‘ her ways/ And as I was leaving her, Hie charged 
me, f to warn young people that they might be 
6 careful that they fpend not their time in vanity, 
6 and to keep out of vain and wicked company,' 
which Hie faid c had brought her to.that mifery and 
c fiiame: and that they fhould take the counfel and 
c advice of good Friends, which if I had done/ 
Faid Hie, c I had not brought reproach on my friends, 
6 and alfo on my parents/ 

In a little time after, Hie was brought to trial, 
and acquitted by the jury. I faw her once fince, 
and reminded her of her duty ; which, Hie faid, 
c ike hoped to perform; and that it fhould be a 
c warning to her, while Hie lived in this world 
and that all luch examples may be a warning to all 
people, is the earned: defire of a lover of fouls, and 
fervant of Jefus. 

T. C HALKLE Y. 

~ - -- i. ----- - -- ■ 1 ----- -. —    - —1,1 —“ 

SI N C E I wrote the above, there being a perfon 
in this place, who would be fometimes over¬ 

taken in drink, I fent it him to copy over, hoping 
it might have forne good effect on him: and truly 
before he had copied the relation of the firft perfon, 
he was fo fmitten with the fenfe of the judgment of 
the Almighty, that he cried out, even to roaring, 
and laid, c He was a condemned perfon, and that 

I i c he 
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c he felt the fire of hell/ He feat for me, and fe- 
veral others, and begged of us to pray for him: he 
was told, c That the hand of God was upon him for 
c his fin, and defired to take warning in time, and 
c repent, left the Lord fhould cut him off in his ini— 
c quity/ The Lord did accordingly cut off this 
perfon, he dying fuddenly, by hard drinking, as I 
was informed by a letter from Barbadoes; though 
he promifed if the Lord would fpare him then, to 
be 4 more faithful for the time to come/ and was 
then under deep inward exercife of mind* 1 men¬ 
tion this as a corroboration of the above inftances, 
for further admonition* This perfon was in a con- 
liderable poft in that government: his name I for¬ 
bear to mention, for divers reafons. If thou and 
Friends fee meet, I could defire, from the exercife 
that is on my mind, that this might be fpread; per- 
adventure it might be forne ftroke upon fome^ for 
their good. 

A LETTER 

/ 
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letter 

T O 

A U I L A P A C A, 

High Sheriff of Baltimore County, in the 

Province of Maryland, and to other Friends 

there. 

Barbadoes, ift of the iith Mo. 1718.’ 

Loving Friend Aquii.a Paca, 

■m FETING here with captain Swaddle, bound 
i'^/S for your river, I found a concern on my 

mind to fend a few lines remembering the good 
opportunities I had at your meeting in that neigh¬ 
bourhood, together with thofe few poor honett fouls 
that I met with there; and I defire thee to give my 

dear love in Chritt to them. 
Deal Friend, I am tenderly conc erned in the love 

of God, and his dear Son, to beg of thee, that thou 
let not the world, nor any thing therein, either the 

I i 2 riches, 
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riches, pleafures, or friendfhip thereof, draw thy 
mind from that meafure of grace which hath been 
manifefted to thee; for God hath vifited thee in his 
te nder love and mercy, as thou well knoweft, and 
hath often begotten good defires in thee, and con¬ 
vinced thee of the holy truth, as it is in Jefus. Oh! 
faith my foul, that thou may more and more grow 
therein, to thy bringing forth much good fruit, to 
the glory of God, and the eternal good cf that part 
in thee, which will never die. 

Salute me to thy wife and children, and the 
neighbours, and their children alfo, all whom I 
wifh well in this world, and alfo in that which is to 
come, the fame 1 wifh to all thofe who love Chrift, 
fo as to keep his commandments. 

If thou feed meet, thou mayeft read what follows 
at the clofe of your meeting on a firfl-day, which 
meeting I hope you keep up in order to worfhip God 
in Chrift’s name; for to fuch as meet in his name, 
he hath promifed to be in the midft of them, when¬ 
ever they fo meet; the which, he hath gracioudy 
fulfilled at many times. 

Dear Friends, it is in my mind to vifit you with 
the habitation of brotherly-love, in our holy Lord 
Jefus Chrift, and may let you know, that though I 
have been long abfent from you in body, yet have I 
been often prefent in fpirit with you, and you have 
been often in my mind, with prayers to the Lord lor 
your growth in the holy truth which he hath been 
pleafed to make known to you, and many times I 
have defired of the Almighty, that he would be 
pleafed to peferve a feed in your parts that fhould 
ferve him, and be accounted to him for a genera¬ 
tion. i have alfo defired that the Lord would vifit 
your young ones, and bring them to the knowledge 
of his truth : and I pray God, that the tender vifita- 
tion that was on divers of them, when I was present 
with you, may by them never be forgotten, but that 

they 
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they may be plants of righteoufnefs, of God’s own 
right-hand planting. 

And, dear Friends, forfake not the afiembling of 
yourfelves together, in the name of Chrift, remem¬ 
bering how you have been vifited with the heart¬ 
melting power, and the fweet prefence of the Mod 
High, in your filent waiting on, and worshipping 
him in his holy fpirit and truth, as well as when 
you have been vocally vifited by the minifters of 
Jefus. 

Such worlhippers, as our Lord faid to the woman 
of Samaria, the heavenly Father feeketh to worfhip 
him ; and thofe whom God finds under fuch exer- 
cife, iuch find him to be unto them ail in all : he is 
unto them wifdom, righteoufnefs, junification, fanc- 
tification, and redemption. 

Oh! dear fouls, look to him (who is invifible to 
the outward eye) who is God over all, and is blef- 
fed for ever, and may you, if this comes to you, 
feel the divine life, and Spirit of Chrift, in the 
reading of this little epiflle of brotherly-love. 

Live in love, for God is love, and all thofe who 
dwell in divine love, they dwell in God ; wherefore 
love one another, that thereby you may be known 
to be Chrifl’s difciples: <c For,’5 fays he, cc by this 
tc fnall all men know that ye are my difciples, if ye 
cc have love one to another,5’ or cc if ye love one 
€C another f5 as one of the evangelifts hath it. 

And keep low in mind, and humble in fpirit; 
for the humble, God will teach of his ways, and the 
meek he will guide in judgment, and thofe whom 
he teaches, are taught the myfleries of his kingdom, 
which myfteries he teaches to fpiritual babes and 
fuck lings (glory to his holy name !) he often hides 
thofe holy myfteries from the wife and prudent, and 
reveals them to iuch men, women, and children, as 
are little in their own eyes, and ddpifed by the 

1 1 3 wife 
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wife in natural wifdom, or the wifdom of this 

vain world. 
Oh! mind your heavenly guide, dear Friends, 

let me entreat you •, for he leads out of ail fin, and 
out of all vanity and evil, of what kind foever-, 
and as our Saviour faith, “ into all truth,” When 
Chrift comes by his Grace and Spirit into the heart, 
then he opens the foul, and enlightens the under- 
Itanding, even in our common convention; and 
much more, at times, in our folemn meetings, 
when we meet together to worlhip and ferve him ; 
fo that it is good to wait upon the Lord, and to feek 
him with the whole heart. 

Dear Friends, though my heart is full of love 
and good-will to you at this time, as at many 
others alfo, 1 mull now conclude and commit you 
into the holy arms of him, who is all divine love, 
begging the God of love and peace to keep you, 
and^preferve you to his heavenly kingdom; to whom 
be all glory, and praife, might, majefty, and divine 
dominion, through his dear Son,and the Holy Spirit, 

for evermore, 

T, CHALKLEY, 

Christ’s 
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Christ’s Kingdom Exalted $ 

BEING A SHORT 

ESSAY, 

IN ORDER TO PROMOTE 

Truth and Righteoufnefs in the Earth* 

AND TO DISCOURAGE 

XJnholinefs* Ungodlinefs, and Unbelief# 

P R E A E. 

Christian Reader* 

IT N order to promote and exalt the kingdom of the 
^f[ dear Son of God (according to the gift and mea- 
fure of grace received) 1 was concerned to write the 
following tradf at fea; and confidering the evil ten¬ 
dency of the belief and principle which hath over- 
fpread a great part of the profelfors of Chriffcianity, 
that we cannot be free from fin in this life; and 
that it is contrary to the doftrine of the holy Scrip- 

I i 4 tures 
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tures of both the New, and Old Teftament; I could 
not be eafy in my mind without oppofing fuch a 
dangerous tenet: for if we believe we mud always 
fin, this being a finful faith, 6C according to our 
<c faith, fo it will be unto us5” and if we die in 
our fins, Chrift hath told us, c4 where he is gone, 
‘c we cannot come.55 And holy record informs us, 
<c that no unclean thing can enter God’s king- 
“ dom.55 

I have alfo, for the further fatisfaftion of the true 
Chriftian believer, colledted the follov/ing texts of 
holy Scripture, which maintain the doftrine of holi- 
nefs and perfection; and directly oppofe that evil 
principle, and that doctrine, c that we can never be 
( free from fin in this life.5 

“ Walk before me, and be thou perfect,55 Gen. 
xvii. 1, 

<c Ye fhail be holy, for I the Lord your God am 
<c holy,” Lev. xix. 2.—xx. 7.—xi. 44, 45. 

“ And ye fliall be holy men unto me,55 Exod, 
xxii. 31. 

Noah was a juft man, and perfect in his gene- 
fc ration,55 Gen. vi. 9. 

cc Without holinefs, no man fhail fee the Lord,55 
lieb. xii. 10. 11. 

4C We lliQuld be holy, and without blame before 
cc him, in love,55 Eph. i. 4. 

<c To prefent you holy, unblameable, and unre- 
<c proveable in his fight,55 Col. i. 22. 

<c If any man defile the temple of God, him fhail 
« God deftroy, for the temple of God is holy, which 
“ temple ye are,55 1 Car. iii. 17. 

So be ye holy in all manner of converfation, 
<c becaufe it is written, Be ye holy $ for I am holy f3 
1 Pet. i. 15, 16. 

ct What manner of perfons ought ye to be in all 
Y holy converfation and godlineis/5 2 Pet. iii. n. 

“ Thou 
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« Thou fhalt be perfect with the Lord thy God/* 
Dent, xviii. 13. 

The Lord faid, Job was perfect and upright. Job 

i. 1. 8. 
cc Be ye therefore perfect,” the words of Chrift, 

Mat. v. 48. 
(C I in them, and thou in me, that they may be 

u made perfect in one,” John xvh. 23. 
u Llowbeit we fpeak wifdom among them that 

*c are perfect,” 1 Cor. ii. 6. 
“ Finally, brethren, be perfect, be of one mind,” 

2 Cor. xiii. 11. 
cc That we may prefent every man perfeCt in 

cc Chrift Jefus : that ye may ftand perfect and com- 
cc plete in all the will of God/' Col. i. 28.—iv. 12. 

“ Now the God of peace, &c. make you perfect: 
<c in every good work,” Heb. xiii. 20, 21. 

<c That ye may be perfeft and entire, wanting 
<c nothing,” James i. 4. 

“ Having therefore thefe promifes, dearly be- 
cc loved, let us cleanfe ourfelves from all fiJthinefs 
cc of Belli and fpirit, perfecting holinefs in the fear 
cc of God,” 2 Cor. vii. 1. 

c: Unto a pcrfeCt man, unto the meafure of the 
feature of the fulnefs of Chrift,” Eph. iv* 12, 13. 
cc This we wifh, even your perfection,” 2 Cor• 

xm. 9. 
“ Let us go on to perfection,” Heb. vi. 1. 
cc Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil 
with good,” Rom. xii. 21, 
<c Ye have overcome the wicked onef’ this is 

twice repeated in one chapter, 1 John ii. 1 3, 14. 
cc Ye are of God, and have overcome,” 1 John 

IV. a 

<c Whatfoever is born of God overcometh the 
wond,” &c. 1 John v. 4, 5. 
cc To him that overcometh, will I give to eat of 
the tree of life,” Rev. ii. 7. 
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He that overcometh, fhall not be hurt of the 
<c fecond death/' verfe n. 

“ To him that overcometh, will I give to eat of 
<f the hidden manna," verfe 17. 

<c To him that overcometh, will I give power over 
iC the nations," verfe 26. 

“ He that overcometh, the fame fhall be clothed 
cc in white raiment," Rev, iii. 5. 

“ Him that overcometh, will I make a pillar in 
<c the temple of my God, and he fhall go no more 
€i out," verfe 12. 

“ To him that overcometh, will I grant to fit with 
cc me in my throne," verfe 21* 

<c He that overcometh, fhall inherit all things/1; 
Rev, xxi. 7. 

Confider then, courteous reader, I pray thee: 
"What was all this language of the fpirit, all thefe 
worcis of God, and all thefe commands, exhortations, 
and glorious promifes, for ? What is the end and 
tendency of them ? 

If the Almighty commands things that cannot be 
done, what will that make of him? if his fervants 
labour and exhort us to things not to be done, where 
will thofe aburdities land ? fureiy it mult center in 
the mouth of the unprofitable fervant, and fuch as 
charge God foolilhly. And are all thofe fine and 
glorious promifes made to put us on to fight againfb 
fin and Satan, without a pofiibility of overcoming ? 
God forbid $ and may he, Chriflian reader, forbid 
alfo, that thou fhould believe fuch a grols and pal** 
pable miftake and error. 

Oh ! that the Almighty Lord may fend forth more 
and more his holy light and truth, and that thereby 
he might lead and guide the inhabitants of the earthy 
fo that they might not give up the caufe of Chrift, 
but manfully refill, even to death, that at laft they 
might have a crown of life. o r. C BA LK LET. 

Chrift’s 
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IN the Chriftian world it is too generally believed, 
that people on this Side the grave cannot be nee 

from fin •, which principle, or belief, is a great 
lett and hindrance to the glorious work of refor¬ 
mation, and mightily obftruCts people in their way 
to eternal glory^ and tends to uphold the kingdom 
of Satan, which every good Chriftian, with Saint 
Paul, fhould be for pulling down ; and, in order to 
this/fhould make ufe of the weapons that he did, 
that is, the armour of light; which weapons were, 
and are, The preparation of the gofpel of peace, the 
o-irdle of truth, helmet of falvation, bread:-plate of 
rmhteoufnefs, fhield of faith, and fword of the fpirit, 
which is the word of God. This is indeed a holy 
war, to war againft fin and Satan ; and alfo heaven¬ 
ly armour, the armour of light; and this holy apof- 
t'le was a valiant foldier, who was aifo victorious in 
this war : oh ! who would but lift themfelves under 
(Thrift's banner, and fight this fight of faith with 
courage, and true Chriftian valour! then would they 
witnefs the truth of that faying of the apoftle, “ That 
<c the weapons of this warfare are not cainal, but 
<c mighty, through God, to the pulling down the 

ftrong holds of fin and Satan.” 
Oh! down with thofe ftrong holds, down with 

them, let every lover of Jefus Chrift lay, and pray, 
that the kingdom of God, and his Chrift, may be 
exalted over all, for ever. Sin is the chief fupport 
of Satan’s kingdom, which Chrift came to deftroy 
and put an end to, and to bring in righteoufnefs, 

aCtual 
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aftiial righteoufnefs, as well as imputative; he came 
to fave his people from their fins, not only’by impu¬ 
tation, but by holy aflion alfo; as his holydodtrine 
in his excellent Sermon on the Mount, and his many 
other divine expreftions, do plainly and abundantly 
manifcft. Now confidering the great evil of this 
dangerous principle, I have been deeply affeded on 
account of poor mankind, to whole utter ruin and 
eternal deftrudion it molt certainly tends. If we 
were to reafon as men and rational beings, with 
what fpirit and courage fhould we undertake any 
bufinefs, journey, or concern, if before-hand we were 
grounded in a belief that we could not perform our 
undertaking ? or what nation or people in the world 
would have any courage to engage their common 
enemies, if at the fame time they did believe they 
fhould never overcome them, would not this abun¬ 
dantly difpirit and dilcourage them in their engage¬ 
ment, let any rational foul judge ? oh! thisbeTief 
of finning to the end of our days, is a mighty engine 
of Satan, in order to fupport his kingdom, and a 
wonderful prop to uphold it. Pray what fignifies all 
the preaching and writing in the world againft fin, 
though never fo elegantly or fcholafticaily wrote 
or delivered by the greateft of orators or minifters, 
if, at the fame time, this doctrine be upheld and 
maintained in pulpits, prints, and otherwife, &c. 
and received and believed by the people ? let truth 
and right reafon in this matter bear rule and be 
judge, and the caufe will be determined againft the 
kingdom of fin and Satan : but the “ kingdom of 
<c Chrift is an everiafting kingdom, and of his do- 
<! minion there fliall never be an end.” This is a 
word of encouragement to the followers of Chrift, 
to be faithful to the commands of Chrift. 

Though the devil is a great king, and a mighty 
prince; though he is king over all the children of 
pride and difobedience, and prince of the power of 

the 
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the air; yet fc the Lamb and his followers will have 
the victory” over fin and him, although fometimes it 
may fare with them as with their Lord, who obtained 
it through fufferings; and let it be remembered by 
them, that they ihall in the end reign with him; 
alfo, 4C Fear not, little flock,55 lays Chrift, “ for it 

is your Father’s good pleafure to give you a king- 
cc dom •/’ by which words, when received in faith, 
the foul is infpired with courage and holy boldnefs, 
to refill the tempter; though we may have the dis¬ 
advantage of being but few, and Satan and his fol¬ 
lowers many, who fupport his kingdom, with this 
finful principle and doftrine above-mentioned. One 
great and wily way which he ufeth to uphold his 
kingdom, is to wreft and abufe the holy Scriptures, 
and drain them to his evil purpofes, as he ferved our 
Lord, the Captain of our falvation, as will be fhewa 
hereafter. And indeed when he makes ufe of any 
of the words of God, it is for an evil end, and that 
end mud needs be wicked, which is to keep people 
in fin, or to create a belief that we cannot live with¬ 
out it in this world; the which, if he can obtain, 
and caufe people to believe, he knows he hath a great 
advantage over them : for how fhould clay, or dud 
and afhes, overcome fin, who confefs they are, and 
believe they always Ihall be, finners ? wherefore let 
us examine and fee what ufe he makes of thole Scrip¬ 
tures, which he brings to fupport people in fin, and 
by which he makes them believe they can never live 
without it; fome of which are as followeth, viz. fird, 
beginning with that faying of our Lord Jefus Chrift, 
Mat. xix. 17. to the young man that afked him, 
cc What good thing he fhould do to inherit eternal 

life, calling him good Matter;” our Saviour re¬ 
plies, cc Why called thou me good, there is none 
<c that is good, but one, that is God.” The young 
man thought he was fpeaking to a mortal man •, and 
it feems to have been the will of Chrift by this re¬ 

mark. 
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mark, both to caution his difciples againd the ufe 
of vain compliments, and to let them know that this 
young man had not true faith in him, as he was the 
Son of God : and it is mod certainly true, that in 
fulnefs and perfection, there is no man good, com¬ 
pared with God; but comparing men with men, 
there are good men, women and children, who fear 
God, and do truly love Chrid, and there have been a 
few fuch in all ages, and will be fome fuch, to the 
end of the world. To conftrue Chrid’s words other- 
wife, would be to abide the holy Scriptures, which 
Satan makes a common praftice of doing. 

2dly, Another is that expreflion of Solomon, in the 
8th chapter of 1 Kings, verfe 46. “ There is no man 
« that finneth not.” The learned fay, this fhouid 
be interpreted, and ‘ who may not fin.’ But though it 
may truly be laid of men in one part of their lives or 
other, or in the Hate of man in the fall or degenera¬ 
tion, in which date of unconverfion, there is no man 
that finneth not : yet in the regeneration or new 
birth, the apodle John, in the 3d chapter of his fird 
epidle, and 9th verfe, faith, that “ Whofoever is 
“ born of God, doth not commit fin, for his feed re- 
“ maineth in him: and he cannot fin, becaufe he is 
born of God.” It is this feed which would beget 
this new and living birth, which makes us children 
of God, and heirs of the kingdom of heaven, which 
Satan would dedroy ; for he knows he fhall have an 
enemy of every fuch foul, and therefore it is the 
devil’s iniered and endeavour to dedroy every fuch 
birth and fuch belief, that Chridians can poflibly at¬ 
tain to live without fin in the world. 

3dly, Prcv. 20th chapter, 9th verfe, who can fay, 
l have made my heart clean, I am pure from my 

<c fin,” the words of Solomon, the fon of David, who 
prayed to the Almighty in his Pialins : “ Create in 
“ me a clean heart, and renew a right,” or pure 
“ foirit within me;” which prayer was no doubt 

A * * C J 
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anfwered: but this is the work of God, and to him 
all things are poffible, even that which looks im- 
poffible to men ; for cc he can make a man more 
“ pure than gold.” So it being the work of God, 
no man can fay, that he hath done it, that he hath 
purified hirnfelf, or made himfelf clean. Can the 
Almighty make a man pure? it might with much 
truth be anfwered, he can ; and it is fuppofed no 
good Chriftian can, or will deny it : and then what 
will become of that abfurd antichriftian and anti- 
fcriptural tenet, we cannot be clean or pure from 
fin, in this world ? 

It may be laid, if there are any who live without 
fin, they are but very few, a forrowful truth indeed ! 
but is it not every one’s intereft to ftrive to be one of 
thofe few, as it is alfo his indifpenfible duty : our 
Lord alfo faith, that the way to his kingdom is ftrait 
and narrow, and that there are but few that find it. 
Muft we therefore give up the cauie, and not feek 
the kingdom, and becaufe of the difficulty of Chrilt’s 
crofs here in this world, mult we go in the broad 
way where there is much room and company. May 
every true Chriftian lay, the Lord forbid, 1 humbly 
pray, and not only fay, but do that which is right in 
the fight of God. 

4thiy, The next is an expreffion of Solomon’s, 
Eccleftafles, chapter 7th, verfe 20. <c There is 
cc not a juft man upon the earth that doth good, 
<f and finneth not.” This fhould be interpreted as 
the former, ‘ and who may nor fin he lpeaketh of a 
man in this ftate of his vanity and fin, before a re¬ 
formation * for divine wifdom, and the tear of the 
L.ord, which he taught, keeps the heart clean, and 
preferves from the fnares of fin, death, and the 
devil : fo that this ftate of fin that he here fpeaks of, 
re eft be before man attains to the wifdom of God, 
and before he comes truly to live in his fear. There¬ 
fore he muft certainly do good, who lives in the fear 

of 
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of God, “ which,” as the fame Solomon fays, cc is 
cc the beginning of vvifdom ; and to depart from 
‘c iniquity, is a good understanding.” So that he 
fhews man his date of vanity, and alfo his date of 
fin, as above, and feacheth people how to avoid it, 
by fearing the Lord, and walking in the counfel of 
wifdom, i. e. Chrift’s counfel, who is the wifdom of 
God to lalvation. That ail men are finners, before 
the work of converfion, is true, and that the devil 
defigns to keep them there to their lives end, is as 
true ; and no likelier way can he do it, than by keen¬ 
ing them in belief that they mud live in fin, and 
cannot live without it whilft they live in this world ; 
and when they come to die, then fear furprizes the 
hypocrite, and terror takes hold of the ungodly : 
and many times, when too late, they fee the fnares 
which the devil and fin hath brought them into. 
Oh ! what pity it is, that this veil of darknefs is not 
done away in time of youth, drength, and health, 
when the bones are full of marrow, and the veins are 
full of blood : but the defign of Satan is to lead 
people on in this pernicious principle till death, 
and then before they are aware, they may drop into 
eternal woe and mifery, where the wicked and the 

J l 

ungodly muft be turhed, with all them that forget 
God: for into heaven, where Chrift is, (€ if we die 

in our fins, we/’ as Chrift faid, cc cannot come.5* 
5thly, The apoftle John, in his firft epillle, chap. 

I. verles 8, 9, and 10, writes thus; “ If we fay we 
*c have’5 had (as it may be termed) cc no fin, we 
tc deceive ourfelves, and the truth is not in us. If 
<c we confefs our fins, he is faithful and juft to for- 
€C give us our fins, and to cleanfe us from all un- 
<c righteoufnefs. If we fay we have not finned, we 
<c make him a liar, and his word is not in usf' 
which anfwers to the 8th verfe, <c If we fay we have 
iC no fin, we deceive ourfelves the 9th verfe fully 
lets us into the meaning of the 8th verfe, i. e, “ If 

“ we 
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Cf we confefs our fins/’ for all ought to confcfs, and 
alfo to forfake their fins, cc all have finned, and be- 

ing by nature children of wrath/’ otherwife we 
have no afi 11 ranee of mercy from the holy Scrip¬ 
tures: then he, i.e. the Almighty, c< is faithful and 
cc juft to forgive us our fins, and to cleanfe us from 
€C all unrighteoufnefs.” And pray what fin is there, 
when we are cleanfed from all unrighteoufnefs ? and 
then in the 10th verfe he fays, a If we fay we have 
cc not finned, we make him a liar.” 

There is no doubt but that we have finned, which 
is what the apoftle plainly points at in the 8th verfe. 
And if any man fins, when he repents and for- 
fakes, cc we have an advocate with the Father, even 
cc Jeius Chrift, the righteous : and God is faithful 
<c and juft to forgive us our fins.” But then we 
muft repent and forfake, if we expeft to find mercy ,* 
though we have fin, or have had fin, we muft not 
always have it, for if we have it always, woe will be 
to us, according to the words of God and Chrift. 
Thus we fee how Satan is put to his fhifts tofupport 
his finful kingdom, and how he abufes the holy 
Scriptures, when he makes ufe of them, as will be 
further made manifeft in what follows, as the fame 
apoftle doth plainly demon (irate in his third chapter 
of the above epiftie, verfes 7, 8, 9, and 10, faying, 
cc Let no man” (nor the devil neither, fay 1) cc de- 
<c ceive you : he that doth righteoufnels, is righte- 
<f ous: he that comrnitteth fin, is of the devil.” 
This is plain and naked truth, let who will like, or 
diflike it. Further, in the 9th and 10th verfes, he 
again repeats to the fame purpofe, faying, “ In this 
“ the children of God are manifeft, and the children 
cc of the devil: whofoever doth not righteoufnefs, is 

not of God.” ergo, then he muft be of the devil, 
while he is in unrighteoufnefs. 

There are divers other places in the holy Scrip¬ 
tures, which he abufeth in like manner, and which 

K k he 
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he and his children wreft to uphold him and his 
kingdom of fin and unrighteoufnefs and themfelves 
therein. So by and through the grace of God, we 
may fee his wiles and delufions, and the rottennefs 
of his caufe, as alfo the unfafe and dangerous foun¬ 
dation of his building, through endeavouring unduly 
to fupport the fame, by that which was always de- 
figned to deftroy him and his kingdom, i. e. the 
holy Scriptures. May all men judge in this matter, 
whether that fpirit which would bring, pick, and 
cull out a few verfes, and fometimes a few words out 
of a verfe, in order to make them fpeak contrary to 
the whole lcope and tenor, or tendency of the holy 
Scriptures, and to plant a belief that we fhall never 
overcome fin and unrighteoufnefs in this world, 
though they, i. e. the holy Scriptures all along ex¬ 
hort, and teach us to avoid fin and unrighteoufnefs, 
and live a holy righteous life in this prefent world ^ 
I fay, may all mortals judge whether fuch a fpirit 
can be of God, or whether it be not of, and from the 
father of lies: wherefore, if it be plainly proved, 
that there have been thofe who have overcome fin 
and Satan, and that Chrift repeatedly, and his holy 
apoftks, he in them, and they in him, exhorted to 
fight againft fin and the devil, who is the author of 
all fin ; and Chrift faithfully promifing rnoft fweet 
and gracious rewards to thofe who fhall overcome, 
in order to encourage the fpiritual warrior to a faith¬ 
ful perfeverance, and refilling of fin and Satan : then 
it is hoped that Satan will be wounded, his king¬ 
dom fhaken, and this evil deftrudive principle, in 
fome meafure, laid wafte in feme poor foul or fouls, 
into whofe hands thefe may come. 

1 ft. Then, beginning with the great apoftle of the 
GentileSy a notable foldier in the Lamb's fpiritual war, 
4C I have,” fays he, <c fought a good fight, I have 
€c finifhed my courfe, I have kept the faith, Hence- 

forth there is laid up for me a crown of righteouf- 
“ nefsj 
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tc nefs, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will 
c‘ give to me at that day: and not to me only, but 
“ unto all thofe that love his appearing.” And if 
this be not encouragement, what is? he alfo faith, 
" Be ye followers of me, even as I alfo am of Chrift.” 
Here is example, exhortation, and encouragement, 
with experience. 

2dly. Another of the apoftles, John, in his firft 
epiftle, chap. ii. verfe 13, is pofitive, that thofe 
young men he writes to, had already overcome the 
wicked one, <c I write unto you,” fays he, ‘c young 
“ men, becaufe you have overcome the wicked one.” 
And in the 14th verfe, he repeats it again, as though 
he would doubly and deeply imprint it in their 
minds. cc I have written unto you, young men, be- 
“ cauie ye are ftrong, and the word of God abideth 
cc in you, and ye have overcome the wicked one.” 
Here were young men, who were truly valiant and 
noble, to wage war with the wicked one. If it was 
poffible for them, why is it not poffible for us alfo ? 
oh ! that our young men of this generation, would 
take thofe young men for their examples, to make 
war with this wicked one, and truly endeavour to 
pull down his kingdom. It is worth our notice, 
that thofe young men had the word of God abiding 
in them ; by this lword of the Spirit they overcome, 
by it they were cleanfed, by taking heedAo walk ac¬ 
cording to its direftions, as it is written, <c Where- 
<c with fhall a young man cleanfe his ways ? by tak- 
“ ing heed thereto, according to thy word.” The 
great reafon why young men are overcome, inftead 
of overcoming, is their heedlefsnefs to, and of the 
word; for notwithftanding their bones may be full 
of marrow, and their veins full of blood, and nature 
ftrong, having many temptations to fin and evil; 
yet, by taking heed to the word, they might be re¬ 
formed : and through the immediate power and 
ftrength thereof, may overcome the wicked one. 

K k 2 So 
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So here were young men who aAually overcame fin 
and Satan, that this holy fervant of Jefus wrote to, 
by way of encouragement. Is the arm of the Lord 
fhortened ? Surely no. It is true, mortals are fhort 
in their duty, but not the Almighty in his holy arm 
of power, nor his dear Son, in his unparalleled love, 
and mo ft pure doctrine ; whofe doArine fhall be fet 
down, as the Spirit indited it to the feven churches 
in Afia. Firft to the church of Ephefus. Secondly, 
to the church of Smyrna. Thirdly to the church of 
Pergamus. Fourthly, to the church of Ehyatira. 
Fifthly, to the church of Sardis. Sixthly, to the 
church of Philadelphia. Seventhly, to the church of 
Laodicea. 

Firft, To the church of Ephefus, Rev. ii. 7. “ He 
cc that hath an ear to hear, let him hear what the 
sc Spirit faith unto the churches, to him that over- 

cometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, which 
lc is in the midft of the paradife of God.55 Here is 
an excellent promife and bleflfed encouragement to 
fuch as believe, and are faithful, and are defirous to 
fight in the Lamb's war againft fin and Satan : the 
fame apoftle gives a defcription of this tree of life, 
in the abovefaid book ; that it bears twelve manner 
of fruits, and bears its fruits every month, and its 
leaves are for the healing of the nations; which 
myftically points at (Thrift, who is faithful in his 
precious promifes and doArine, and has that virtue 
in him, that through faith, will heal the nations of 
their wounds which fin has given them. Thofe who 
continually eat of the tree of life, fhall live forever; 
but a flaming fword will turn every way, to keep 
the unbelieving finners from it: none in a ftate ot 
fin and difobedience can come to enjoy the paradife 
of God. The above is an excellent promife to all 
thofe who overcome fin, and the devil, who is the 
author of it. 

Secondly, 
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Secondly, To the church of Smyrna, Rev. ii. 11. 
He that hath an ear to hear, let him hear what the 
fpirit faith to the churches. He that overcometh 

(c fhall not be hurt of the fecond deathwhich is 
that eternal death which is in hell, or that lake of 
fire which burns for ever, where the worm never 
dieth, and the fire never goeth out. This holy war¬ 
fare is certainly a fighting for life, againft eternal 
death and hell; which is of much greater confe- 
quence than natural life and death. Oh ! fight for 
your lives againft fin and Satan, againft pride and 
vanity, and all manner of wickednefs; put on the 
whole armour of light; look unto God, through 
Chrift the vidtorious Lamb, that you may be faved 
from the eternal lake of fire, and not be hurt of the 
fecond death. Oh ! may we know a dying daily to 
fin, to the world, the flelh, and the devil, that we 
may live unto God, through faith in his dear Son 
Jefus Chrift. 

Thirdly, To the church of Pergamus, Rev. ii. 17. 
cc He that hath an ear to hear, let him hear what 
€C the Spirit faith to the churches. To him that 
cc overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden 
cc manna ; and I will give him a white ftone, and in 
cc the ftone a new name written, which no man 
46 knoweth, faving he that received! it.” Here are 
four excellent promifes to him that overcometh; the 
Lord opens his treafury of life, and of wifdom, in 
order to invite louls to the mighty battle of the 
Lamb, who is not like the princes of this world, 
who fometimes promife great things to their foldiers 
or followers, and do not perform ; but God's pro¬ 
mifes are all yea and amen for ever. 

I he fir ft promife is, to eat of the hidden manna: 
the children of IJrael eat manna, outwardly, as it is 
written, in the wildernels, and are dead; but thofe 
who eat 01 this hidden manna, this angels food, and 
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who are hid with God in Chrift, thefe fhall never die 
i. e. fpiritually, for this hidden manna is the flefh 
and blood of the Son of God, who faid, <c Except ye 
<c eat my flefh and drink my blood, ye have no life 
cc in you,” John vi. 31. 49, 50, 51, &c. 

Second promife is, to have a white ftone; this 
ftone is Chrift, who is the chief corner ftone of God's 
building or church, the New Jerufakm, which the 
wife letter-learned mafter-builders fet at nought; 
but he is the head of the faints building or corner, 
and a holy precious ftone, the ele£l or chofen of God, 
the gift of God, to all thole who truly believe, and 
overcome fin, as he did; and as it is written, cc If 
<c he give us his Son, fhall he not with his Son give 
cf us all things?” there is abundance of talk and 
writing about the philofopher’s ftone but this white 
ftone, which is the gift of God to thofe who over¬ 
come fin and Satan, is the true philofopher’s ftone. 
A philofopher is a lover of wifdom, and Chrift is the 
wifdom of God : this ftone will certainly do mira¬ 
cles for them that have it, through the virtue of its 
power, it will procure joy in tribulation, patience in 
afflictions, health in ficknefs, riches in poverty, 
ftrength in weaknefs, liberty in bonds, and to fum 
up all, which indeed is a great fum, life in death. 

Third promife, <c and in the ftone a new name 
How many gay fparks and beaus would do abun¬ 
dance to gain honour or a name among men ? no¬ 
thing is dear to them in this world, neither their 
eftates, nor the neareft relation they have in the 
world, fo that they may gain a name here below; 
no, not even their own lives; but, oh ! did mortals 
know the virtue of this name, and were they in love 
with it, then the world, and all its fading beauty 
and vanity, would be nothing to them in comparifon 
of this name, which is better than the names of 
fons of worldly glory, and maids or daughters of 
honour; for thofe outward names are fading, viz. 

* To-day 



To-day a king, a prince, a duke, an earl, a lord, a 
knight, and, has been, and may be again, to-morrow 
on the fcaffold : but this name which the King of 
kings giveth thofe who overcome fin and Satan, is 
a name which will outlafl time, and it will endure 
to eternity. 

Fourth promife is. That it fhould be fecret, only 
to the world, but furely known to him that hath it. 
Great men, with their a£ts and titles of honour, 
are blazoned abroad in the world, they have many 
enemies many ways, who envy them; and yet fome 
are fo vain as to love grandeur and popularity, not- 
withftanding ; but he that hath a name that Chrift 
gives, fo long as he is fenfible of in himfelf, he is 
therewith fatisfied. 

Now as this is the portion, and more, which is 
hereafter mentioned, of thofe who overcome the 
wicked one, then, on the contrary, what will become 
of thofe who live and delight in fin, and are daily 
overcome with it ? for the holy Scriptures are poll- 
tive, that cc the wicked, with all thofe that forget 
cc God, (hall be turned into hell.” This is the de¬ 
terminate will of God: and that we may take the 
more notice of it, to obferve and do his will, he hath 
caufed it to be written down in the language of the 
holy Spirit, in the holy Scriptures of truth, which 
are of no private interpretation; but naked, and 
open to mean capacities. The holy Scriptures are 
not to be interpreted to the private intereft of any 
particular perlon, or fet of perfons only *, but are a 
general benefit unto all the faithful believers and 
followers of Chrift, through the whole world. 

Fourthly, To the church at Thyatira, Rev. ii. 26. 
to the end ^ c< And he that overcometh, and keep- 
cc eth my works unto the end, to him I will give 
€C power over the nations, and I will give him the 

morning-ftar. He that hath an ear to ear, let 
!c him hear what the fpirit faith unto the churches.” 
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I he Spirit ftil] continues promifing his gracious pri- 
vileges upon condition or overcoming *. wherefore, 
if it had been impoffible to have overcome fin and 
Satan, then ad theie promifes would have been in 
vain, and the holy Scriptures deceiving, which 
would be to make Chrift and the apoftles deceiyers ; 
but Chriit, his apoftles, and the holy Scriptures, are 
true, and every one that contradicts God, is a liar. 

Let it be obferved, that there mult be a keeping 
the word to the end alio; for divers have run well 
for a time, and overcome many fins, through the 
help and goodnefs of God, and yet afterwards have 
run into fin again, whereby they have grieved the 
good Spirit of God, by which they fhould have been 
fealed to the day of redemption, and fo the Lord 
hath taken his good Spirit and gift of light and 
grace from them, and left them to themfelves, and 
their own hearts lulls ; but fiuch as hold out in well¬ 
doing to the end, the fame ftiall be faved, and 

thofe fhall have power over the nations the laws 
of men, or powers of the earth or hell, cannot hurt 
them ; but they will be as kings and priefts -unto 
God, ruling over their own fpirits ; fuch an one is 
greater than one that ruleth a city, and cannot go¬ 
vern himfelf. Another excellent gift is promifed 
here to the victorious Chriftian warrior, viz. cc I 
<c will give him the morning-ftarit is indeed a 
very comfortable gift, to behold the morning-ftar, 
after a long, tedious ftormy night, earneftly waiting 
for the morning: oh! it is wonderful pleafant. 
This morning-ftar the writer of thefe lines hath wit- 
nefled, both as to his natural and fpiritual travails ; 
but efpecially to his inward fcate and condition as a 
Chriftian. Thofe that have a true fight and lenfe 
of this divine ftar, are made to rejoice, for then 
they do infallibly know, that the day of the Moft 
Lligh is at hand, and that his kingdom draws near 
unto them. Amen, holy Lord Jefus! 

As 



Christ's Kingdom Exalted. 521 

As the day-ftar is a fore-runner of the natural day, 
fo is the heavenly morning-ftar a fore-runner of the 
day of the Moft High to the foul. 

Fifthly, To the church of Sardis> Rev. iii. 5. 
He that overcometh fhall be clothed in white 

u raiment, and I will not blot his name out of the 
book of life; but! will confefs him before my 

cc Father, and before his angels. He that hath an 
cc ear to hear, let him hear what the Spirit faith un- 
cc to the churches.’5 Thele prornifes of God, through 
his Spirit, and through his fervant, to the church of 
Sardis, is, 4C That thofe who overcome fhall be 

clothed in white raiment ;5> and he fays in the 4th 
verfe of the fame chapter. That that church had a 
few in her who had not defiled their garments, who 
fhould walk with him in white, for, faith he, they 
are worthy. So that they were a few undefiled 
ones, who had overcome; although others were 
blameable, whom the Spirit reproved fharpiy; but 
aifo, as above, promifed that thofe who overcame 
fhould be clothed in white raiment; which raiment 
is that clean linen called the “ righteoufnefs of the 

faints,” or elfewhere, Ct the wedding garment,55 and 
tc the garment unfpotted of the world,55 without hav¬ 
ing which, we may expeft to be afked, how we dare to 
prefume to approach the holy prefence of a juft and 
righteous God, who is of purer eyes than to behold 
iniquity, with allowance or approbation, as it is 
written, cc Friend, how cameft thou hither, nothav- 
tc ing on the wedding garment ?” and by the pro- 
mife to the church, that thofe who overcame, their 
names final 1 not be blotted out of the book of life. 
It plainly appears, that thofe who fight the Lamb’s 
battle, and overcome fin and Satan, their names are 
Upon record in heaven, and written in the Lamb’s 
book of life : it alfo appears, that we may have done 
well or valiantly in forne things, yet if we fuffer our- 
felves to be overcome of fin, there is danger, though 

our 
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our names are in, we may have them blotted out of 
the book of life. * 

Third promife is very excellent and glorious, viz. 
“ But I will confefs him before my Father, and be- 
C€ fore his holy angels.” Oh ! wonderful honour ! 
to have Chriit confefs that we are his, and belong to 
him, and have been men of courage in this holy war, 
and overcome the enemy, and been vi&orious in this 
fight of faith ; to confefs us there before God and 
his angels, muft needs be unfpeakable honour done 
us before the armies in heaven. He expreffed again 
his repeated advice to thofe who have ears, faying, 
<c He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit 
<f faith to the churches which is much wanting 
among men, and alfo a believing heart: I query. 
Is not God, Chrift, and the Holy Ghoft, fironger 
than the world, the flefh, and the devil ? but is not 
this belief of it not being poffibie to overcome fin, 
and faying, that we cannot do it while we are here 
in this world, as much as to believe and fay, that 
Satan and nature is ftronger than God and grace. 

Sixthly, To the church at Philadelphia, the Spirit 
faith, Rev. iii. 12, 13. cc Him that overcometh will 
cc I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he 
cc fhall go no more out: and I will write upon him, 
<c the name of my God, and the name of the city of 
<c my God, &c. He that hath an ea-r to hear, let him 
<c hear what the Spirit faith unto the churches.5* 
Here is promife upon promife, all to perfuade, ex¬ 
cite, and invite people to fight the fight of faith, 
believing they fhall obtain the victory, and to def- 
troy the principle of unbelief: the overcomer, 
through grace, is to be made a pillar in the temple 
of God; that is, one of his church, who helps to 
fupport the credit of it, through a true Chriftian 
reputation in his converfation. Such an one is a 
pillar in the church-militant here on earth, and will, 
if he is faithful to the end, be alfo of the church-tri¬ 

umphant 
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umphant in heaven ; and he will not go out any 
more, but will abide in, and with Chrift for ever.” 
Here are gofpel promifes and privileges, happy are 
they who through faith attain thereto: how much 
have Chriftians need to be concerned before God, 
for the excellent gift of faith, lince, <c without faith 
<c it is impofllble to pleafe God.” And as our Sa¬ 
viour faith, <c If ye had faith but as a grain of muf- 
<c tard-feed, ye might fay to this mountain, be re- 
cc moved, and caft into the fea, and it fhould be 
c‘ fo.” Now though fin indeed is grown a very 
great mountain, in this age and generation, yet 
through true faith it is removed, according to the 
dodtrine of Chrift, Hefted be his holy name. Upon 
thofe overcomers, the Lord hath alfo promifed as 
above, to cc write upon them the name of God, and 

the name of the city of God, which is new Jerufa- 
€C lem> which cometh down from heaven, which is 
cc the mother of all faints.” Here is a train of 
glorious expreffions, and mighty promifes, enough 
to jnfpire the tender foul with ftrong defires after 
God and Chrift, and his kingdom. My heart is 
deeply affedted at this time, in the fenfe of the love 
of our heavenly Father; and my fpirit is greatly 
concerned for the welfare of the children of men, 
my fellow mortals. Oh! that they might believe, 
and that believing they might have life, through the 
name of Chrift. It is obfervable, that to overcome, 
is the condition of obtaining all thefe great and glo¬ 
rious promifes; and overcoming is repeated feven 
times, once to every church. And to fay after all 
thofe glorious and fair promifes, that fin and Satan 
cannot be overcome, is not the confequence of fuch 
faying or belief, to make Chrift a deceiver ? which 
is abfurd and antichriftian dodlrine. 

Seventhly, To the church of Laodicea, Rev. iii. 
21, 22. cc To him that overcometh will I grant to 
<c fit with me in my throne,* even as I alfo over- 

“ came, 
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cc came, and am fet down with my Father in his 
throne. Fie that hath an ear to hear, let him 

cc hear what the Spirit faith unto the churches.” 
What greater promife could Chrift make to his 
church than this, to take her into his throne, and in¬ 
to his Father’s kingdom, into his bofom of love ? 
this is wonderful kind indeed. But then, oh ! 
Chriftian, the condition is to overcome, as Chrift 
overcame. 

Now fince it may be beneficial to Chriftians to 
tmderftand, and to confider duly, this great fight or 
battle, and how this great conqueror overcame; 
and becaufe we are to follow him, and to take him 
for our example, let us have a defcription of it, it 
being the greateft encounter or battle, that ever was 
in the world, between the Prince of Life, and the 
king of the bottomlefs pit. The hiftory of which, 
is worth the reading of the greateft prince or monarch 
on earth, fince they muft leave this low world, and 
lay down all their crowns when death calls them to 
fight this battle, and to follow this Monarch, who 
hath ail divine power in heaven and earth, and to 
take his direftion, is every man’s duty and intereft, 
both noble and ignoble. The holy evangelifts, 
Matthew and Luke, give us an account of this great 
fight, in the 4th chapter of Matthew, and 4th chap¬ 
ter of Luke, and agree in the mod weighty matters, 
though they did not exaftly word it alike, yet the 
fubftance is the fame, and the temptation, confiift, 
or battle, all one. ift. Satan bids Chrift, as Mat¬ 
thew and Luke has it, cc command the ftones,or ftone, 
“ -to be made bread.” exlly, To caft himfelf down 

from the pinnacle of the temple.” 3dly, u To 
cf worfhip the devil, or fail down to him.” Mat. iv. 
3ft verfe to the nth. cc Then was Jefus led up of 
cc the Spirit into the wildernefs, to be tempted of 
cc the devil. And when he had failed forty days 
<< and forty nights, he was afterward an hungred. 

And 
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And when the tempter came to him, he faid, If 
*c thou be the Son of God, command that thefe 

(tones be made bread. But he,” i. e. Chrift, 
anfwered and laid, it is written, Man (hall,” or 

doth, c< not live by bread alone, but by every word 
Ci' that proceedeth out of the mouth of God. Then 

the devd taketli him up into the holy city, and 
ec fetteth him on a pinnacle of the temple, and faith 

unto him, If thou be the Son of God, caft thyfelf 
down : for it is written. He fhall give his angels 

<c charge concerning thee,” (it is obfervable that 
the devil was here at his old trade of perverting of 
the holy Scriptures : the Scriptures faying, that he 
<c fhall give his angels charge concerning thee, to 
cc keep thee in all thy ways,” &c. as in the P/alms : 
which words Satan left out, for they gave much 
light to fee his temptation. Thofe words which 
expofed him he hides, for he hates light and truth) 
“ and in their hands they (hall bear thee up, left ac 
cc any time thou dafh thy foot againft a ftone. Jefus 
cc faid unto him. It is written again, Thou (halt not 
£C tempt the Lord thy God. Again, the devil ta- 

keth him up into an exceeding high mountain, 
€C and fheweth him all the kingdoms of the world, 
“ and the glory of them. And faith unto him, All 

thefe things will I give thee, if thou wilt fall 
<c down and worfhip me. Then faid jefus unto 
*c him. Get thee hence, Satan : for it is written, 
*c Thou (halt worfhip the Lord thy God, and him 
cc only finalt thou lerve. Then the devil leaveth 

him, and behold, angels came and mini ft red unto 
€C him.” Behold how the Saviour of the world 
overcame the devil, and his temptations. As lie did, 
io ought all Chrijiians to refill the tempter, as it is 
written, “ Refill the devil, and he will fly.” Here 
we may fee he is a conquered enemy; and we are 
told, C€ By Chrift’s Spirit, we muft overcome, as he 
cc overcame.” After our Lord had failed forty 

clays, 
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days, and forty nights, he was hungry, at which time 
the devil urged him, if he was the Son of God, then 
to make the ftone, or ftones bread, knowing him to 
be hungry : thus after the fame manner he tempts 
us poor mortals, by laying his fnares, and baiting 
his hook, according to the nature and propenfity of 
the perfon he is engaged withal: if a man, woman, 
or child, be addicted to paffion, pride, fwearing, ly¬ 
ing, drunkennefs, taking the facred name in vain, 
idle or vain difcourfes to (leal away our precious 
time : let the fin be what it will, that which we are 
moft naturally addidted to, there will he lay his 
temptations, for he preys upon our weaknefs, and 
plies the weakeft part in us moft; for which reafon, 
we have need to keep a ftridl watch : as Chrift 
advifed to “ watch and pray continually, left we 
“ fhould enter into temptation for it is no fin to 
be tempted, but the fin is to entertain, and enter in¬ 
to the temptation; if we overcome, as Chrift did, 
it is an honour to be tempted, and a fecret joy iprings 
in the foul, in a fenfe of its vidlory, in fore confiidts 
between the enemy and the foul; the Lord mani- 
fefting his divine grace for our affiftance and help. 
Here we can take the advice of the apoftle, when he 
fays, cc Count it all joy when ye fall into divers 
“ temptations;” and alfo overcome them as Chrift 
did, by refiftance. 

If it be objected, though Chrift overcame, yet I 
am a poor finful creature, and have no power ; but 
he had and hath all power, both in heaven and earth, 
committed into his hands, fo that he might well 
overcome him. It is well if thou feeft thou haft no 
power, and if thou alfo feeft that Chrift hath won¬ 
derful power; then fince we have no power of our- 
felves, we muft, by prayer and humble Application, 
apply to him for it, in time of need; believing, that 
he who hath made fo many encouraging promifes as 
are before recited, hath alfo grace, and will give 

both 
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both grace and glory to thofe who diligently feek 
him : elfe why did he make fo many excellent pro- 
mifes to the fpiritual warriors ? this is worthy of the 
notice of all, that Satan is a conquered and limited 
enemy and adverfary. It is a fweet portion of gof- 
pel tidings, and good news, that the devil cannot 
force any one, whether he will or not, into fin ; for 
if he could, no flefh could be faved. As for in- 
ftance, if a man, woman, or child, were tempted by 
Satan to tell a lie, he cannot force thee to it again!?: 
thy will; fo that there mull be a cowardly giving 
way, and falling from the Lamb’s ftandard, or en- 
fign, and going over to Satan, if man is overcome 
of fin and wickednefs: for if we Hand ftiffly againft 
him, although we be weak in ourfelves, our great 
Mailer, who feeth us in fecret, if we cry to him for 
help, will come to our alfiftance, he whom Satan 
could never conquer; therefore it is fafe to all pro- 
fefiing the name of Jefus Chrift, to keep near unto 
him, through faith in his name and power, which 
ever was, is, and will be, a llrong tower to thofe 
who fly thereto for fafety. Chrift did not do as the 
devil tempted him, or perfuaded him to do; but 
he withftands the temptation, with this reply, “ It 

“ is written, man lives not by bread alone, but by 
“ every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of 
“ Godfor there is life in every word of God. 
Thus our Lord overcame him; for Satan cannot 
refill, fo as to make void, or lay walle the words of 
God in the holy Scriptures of truth, when they are 
brougnt into our minds by his Spirit, to uphold and 
promote the kingdom of God and Chrift, and to 
deftroy the kingdom ol fin and Satan ; though he, 
i. e. the dev:l, makes ule of thofe facred writings, 
often wrefting them, and bringing them for evil 
ufes, and wrong purpofes, as moll certainly he doth, 
when he alledgeth from them, that people cannot 
live otherwife than in fin. 

Then, 
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Then, as Matthew has it, he had our Lord to the 
pinnacle of the temple, and bid him caft himfelf 
down •, for, fays Satan, “ it is written, he fhall give 
“ his angels charge concerning thee, left at any 
€C time thou dafh thy foot againft a ftone.3’ Though 
he was once overcome, yet he has the boldnefs to 
tempt yet again: as Chrift overcame him by his 
power, making ufe of the holy Scriptures, lie now 
tries what he can do with the Scriptures, he tempts 
Chrift with them, that he might tempt his Father 
and fo he tempts poor mortals by the Scriptures, to 
keep them in fin, by making a wrong ufe of them, 
and mifapplying them ; and if he can hold them in 
fin, he knows it is the ready way to caufe the Al¬ 
mighty to be angry with them ; and if they hold 
out in it to the end, to turn them at laft into hell, 
where the wicked muft be turned. And he begins 
his temptations with an, ‘c If thou be the Son of 
“ God,” though he knew very well that he was the 
Son of God; yet like fome of his evil feed, or feed 
of evil-doers, tempted him to fhew a fign; but our 
Lord did not gratify either him or them, but re¬ 
buked them both, as they well deferved; and fo by 
denial and rebalance he overcame, and we alfo muft 
the fame way. After this our Lord makes a true 
and right ufe of the Scriptures, faying, Cf It is writ- 
« ten again, thou fhalt not tempt the Lord thy 
« God.” And truly, thole who read the holy 
Scriptures, and know how much they fpeak againft 
fin, and for righteoufnefs, and who yet notwithftand- 
ing live in fin and ungudlinefs, and plead for it even 
from the facred writings, which were wrote on pur- 
pofe to deftroy fin, Ihould ferioufiy conlider, whe¬ 
ther they are not guilty of tempting of God, which 
Chrift fays, it is written thou fhalt not do. Oh ! 
that people would turn away from fin and Satan, and 
break off from their fins by repentance, and their 

iniquities by amendment of life, which is the 
have 

I 
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have the days of their tranquility lengthened out in 
this world* and to be happy in that which is without 
end to come; for* as it is written* The wicked do 
*c not live out half their days which* according to 
my obfervation* is a true general rule. How many 
have been taken off in their prime and ftrength* and 
in the flower of their years, who might* according 
to the courfe of nature* have lived many years* had 
they been fober and temperate* and lived in the fear 
of God ? If it be afked* Do not pious young people 
die alfo ? Yes* but not fo frequently as intemperate 
ones; I have had occafion to obferve it in divers 
parts of the world ; and befides* if pious young peo¬ 
ple leave this world, their exchange is glorious; 
whereas the v/icked and ungodly make a fad bitter 
exchange; and fince life is fo uncertain, and death 
fo fure and certain to all* even to male and female, 
what care and fear ought there to be on all, of of¬ 
fending fo merciful a God* and fo fweet a Saviour, 
who overcame* to fhew us the way to overcome al¬ 
fo ; and died for fin* that we might die to the world, 
and the finful part of it* and to live to him* exhort¬ 
ing of us to overcome as he alfo did, and then promi- 
feth to take us for his companions with himfelf* and 
his Father, in his heavenly kingdom. 

Satan repeats his temptation again a third time ; 
for he is an unwearied enemy* and will tempt poor 
mortals over and over, many times; but he is to be 
refilled as often as he tempts, if we will follow the 
counfel and example of Chrift ; and this was his laft 
temptation for that conflict, as one of the evangelifls 
obferves, “ he takes him up into an exceeding high 
cc mountain, and fheweth him all the kingdoms of 
(< the world* and the glory of it/’ A temptation 
which takes with abundance of fouls; the glory, 
riches, and greatnefs of this world, ruins many, they 
having it, and being lwelled with pride therein ; 
fome are deftroyiog themfeives to get it* and cannot 

L 1 attain 
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attain to it; and many would endeavour to create a 
belief of themfelvcs, that they are greater, richer, and 
more noble, than they really are; which is a temp¬ 
tation of the evil one • for v/e ought to think meanly 
of ourfelves; and if we will follow Chrift’s example, 
make ourfelves of no reputation; and when Satan 
would tempt us to be proud, or high of mind, we 
then fliould refift, as Chrift did, who faid to the de¬ 
vil in this temptation, “ Get thee behind me Satan, 
<c for it is written. Thou fhak worfhip the Lord thy 
tc God, and only him fhalt thou ferve.” If this 
holy rule was followed, as Chrift inftituted it, then 
we fhould overcome fin and Satan : Chrift’s inftitu- 
tion is, that tc the hour cometh, and now is, that 
C£ thole that worfhip the Father, mufl worfhip him 
<{ in Spirit and in truth.3’ It is too much worfhip 

A A. 

or homage to fall down to, or worfhip Satan ; but 
the duty of every Chriftian is to worfhip the Lord 
God of heaven and earth, for he it is whom we 
fhould only, i. e. chiefly, and mainly, ferve and wor- 
fhip, and that not only in a formal way, but with 
hearts truly devoted to do his will; we are to wor¬ 
fhip the Father in Spirit and in truth, into which the 
devil can never come ; though he may get into the 
form of it, he cannot overcome us, where the power 
of Chrift is lived in ; for by the power of God, which 
dwells in Chrift, who overcame, by the fame power, 
Chriitians do and fliould overcome : fo the devil was 
forced to fly when Chrift refilled him, and fo he will 
when Chriftians refift in Chrift : and when Chrift had 
overcome, then the angels came and miniftred unto 
him ; likewife the guardian angel of God’s holy pre- 
fence will adminifter fweet comfort and pleafure to 
every true foul, who Hands truly for the cauie of 
God and Chrift againft fin and Satan, fincerely en¬ 
deavouring to puli down Satan’s kingdom, or fin, 
which upholds it, and faithfully defires to exalt the 
kingdom of God and Ins dear Son. Now he or fne 

that 
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that believes, and overcomes, for without belief it 
is impoffible to overcome, thofe are truly in titled to 
all the abovefaid precious promifes, and privileges, 
otherwife the wrath of God will be revealed from 
heaven againft all ungodlinefs and unrighteoufnefs 
ofmen, and again ft all thole who hold the truth in 
felf-righteoufnefs, or unrighteoufnefs. Again, <cTri- 
c‘ bulation and anguifh upon every foul of man that 
cc doth evil, of the Jew firft, and alfo of the Gentile; 
“ but glory, honour, and peace to every man that 
€C worketh good, to the Jew firft, and alio to the 
“ Gentile ; for there is no refped of perfons with 

Godf3 Rom. ii. 9, 10, 11. Here the ways of 
God are equal, but the ways of man and Satan are 
unequal; fin, iniquity, and tranfgrefiion, are of the 
devil, and of man in the fall ; but righteoufnefs, ho- 
linefs, and truth, are of God, to which man is re- 
ftored, through regeneration and reformation. Glory 
over all be niven to God and the Lamb, for ever. 
Amen. 
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SOME 

CONSIDERATIONS 

ON T H E 

CALL, WORK, and WAGES, 
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OF THE 

MINISTERS of CHRIST. 

i.” ■ * ^ . - i ‘ SOMETHING hath been on my mind to write, 
concerning the work of the miniftry of the gof- 

pel of Chrift, with a defign of inftru&ion to minifters 
in particular, and the benefit of others in general. 

It is an unfpeakable benefit to mankind, to be fa¬ 
voured with a powerful, living miniftry, which edi¬ 
fies the church of God, and builds up the true be¬ 
lievers in the moft holy faith, according to the word 
of God, in Chrift Jefus, who is the great minifter of 
the true tabernacle and fan<£tuary, which God hath 
pitched, and not man and this great Minifter fent 
forth his minifters and fervants, faying, cc I fend you 
4C forth as ftieep among wolves; be ye therefore 
« wife as ferpents, and harmlefs as doves.” He did 
not fend them forth as iords over his heritage, nor 
as perfecuting priefts, or mercenary hirelings, but 
faid to them, “ Freely you have received, freely 
44 give:55 here is no compulfion nor force enjoined 
by Chrift * but it is plain, from his own dodtnne and 

example. 
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example, that his miniftry is a free miniftry, Hefted 
be his holy name and truth for ever : nor do we read 
or underftand of any alteration thereof by Chrift: 
indeed the minifters of antichrift have made an al¬ 
teration, contrary to this doftrine of his, in their 
miniftry j but the holy apoftles, who after Chrift 
were the firft planters of Chriftianity in the earth, 
when it fhone in its primitive beauty and glory, they 
followed the counfel of their Lord and Matter, and 
miniftered freely: then was the power of Chrift s 
miniftry and gofpel, through his minifters and fer- 
vants great, and the glory and beauty thereof ravifh- 
ing to pious fouls. Oh! may every true minifter, 
and every fenfible foul, bow before the Moll High, 
and blefs the holy name of him that lives and reigns 
for ever, for this unfpeakable gift of Chrift’s holy 
miniftry, which always was, now is, and ever will 
be, convincing and converting unto fouls, who are 
not flow at heart to believe in God, and in his dear 
Son the Lord Jefus Chrift, who is our great High 
Prieft, and the Bifhop of fouls •, he faw the need that 
his church had of this his miniftry, and therefore he 
eftablifhed it in his church, and among his follow¬ 
ers, to the end of time. 

Now, in order to this great and wonderful work, 
he told his difciples, when he was going into his 
glory and kingdom of his Father, “ That he would 
u pray to the Father, and he would fend them ano- 
cc ther Comforter, the Spirit of truth, and that he 
<c fhould abide with them for ever.,, And he alio 
told them, that <c when he is come, he fhall firft re- 
<c prove, or convince the world of fin, becaufe they 
cc believe not in mefor if they believed truly in 
Chrift, they would love his fpiritual appearance 
but oh how many are there in the world, who flight 
this high favour, and grace of God and Chrift, cal¬ 
ling this wonderful gift and grace, the light of na¬ 
ture , whereas Chrift fays, it is the Holy Ghoft j and 

L 1 3 the 
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the apoftle Paul fays, u it is God’s grace, that 
“ teaches us to deny ungodlinefs, and hath appear- 
“ ed unto all men.” Oh that the children oY men 
might love that which appears to them, and con- 
vinceth them of their fins •, and lurely it is a great 
fin not to believe in the Spirit and light of Chrift : 
fuch unbelieving fouls are in darknefs, and not yet 
turned from darknefs unto light, and from the pow¬ 
er of Satan, to the power of God, which was the very 
work Chrift’s minilters were fent of God to do. 

idly, And he convinceth or reproveth the world 
of righteoufnefs, becaufe I go to the Father, and ye 
fee me no more. WThen their righteoufnefs is only 
wrought in the wifdom of man, and not by the pow¬ 
er of God, whether it be in preaching or worlhip, 
when only the form, and not the power, is witnel- 
fed, this then convinceth them, that they have been 
building their religion upon a wrong bottom, and a 
fandy foundation ; and fheweth the formal minifter, 
that he is only a minifter of the letter, and not of 
the Spirit; and the formal worlhipper, that he is 
not yet come to worlhip in Spirit and truth *, and 
the profeifor of Chrift in words, that he denieth him 
in works and inward faith ; becaufe “ faith without 
<f works is dead,” as. works without this fpiritual 
faith is dead alfo. 

“ Becaufe I go to the Father,” is the wonderful 
caufe given by Chrift, for it is Chrift’s righteoufnefs 
that muft lave the foul, and Chrift being gone to the 
Father, the foul muft go there to him, for all his 
gifts and favours, mercies and blelfings, and muft 
witnefs him in Spirit to be with them, and in them, 
as he is in the Father. When Chrift was perfonally 
on earth, he taught us by words vocally exprefted ; 
but henceforth know we him fo no more. Now he 
teacheth us by his fpirit, light, and life, which con¬ 
vinceth us of form without power, and letter with¬ 
out Spirit, and religion without life, and righteouf¬ 

nefs 
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nefs without grace, and light and imputative righte- 
oufnefs, without adtual righteoutnels, and actual or 
formal righteoufnefs in our own wills, only : all 
this, and much more, it convinced1! us, not to be ef¬ 
fectual tofalvation, and fheweth us that the fpiritual 
power, and prefence of Chrift, is abfolutely neceffary 
for the work of the miniftry, and the converfion of 
fouls. 

jdly, “ He convinceth the world of judgment, 
<< becaufe the prince of this world is judged.” He, 
the Comforter, the Spirit of truth, when he is come, 
fheweth us our wrong judgment, and convinceth us 
of the evil of being too cenforious, rafh, and uncha¬ 
ritable, in judging, and plainly giveth us to under- 
jftand, that fuch judgment is fiorn the prince of this 
world, who is king over all the children of pride, 
and that this prince, or evil Spirit, is judged by the 
righteous and juft judge of heaven and earth, Chrift 
Jefus. He alfo convinceth us of the everlafting 
truth, as it is in Jefus, and is our fure comforter, 
while we keep therein, in dodtrine, worfliip, and 
converfation. 

4thly, He fliall bring all things,” or thofe 
things, “ to your remembrance, which I have ipo- 
sc ken unto you.” Wherefore this gift is abfokitely 
neceffary for a minifter of Chrift ; and every true be¬ 
liever in him, wants this remembrancer, which muft 
needs be a great comfort to us, to have his excel¬ 
lent fpeeches and divine dodtrine brought by his 
own Spirit to our remembrance, if we do love him 
in fincerity. 

5thly, <c He fliall receive of mine, and fhew it 
<c unto you,” fays Chrift. Take of his light,, his 
life, his grace, his wifdom, his mercy, peace, and 
truth, and fhew it unto you. Oh infinite love from 
a tender Saviour ! well may we admire his good nefs, 
and intirely love him above all things in this world. 
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6thly, Chrift fpeaks in divers places concerning 
this wonderful and extraordinary gift 0f the Holy 
Ghoft or Spirit, and in the 14th chapter, and 16th 
and 17th verfes of John, he thus drops his divine 
words, “ I will pray the Father, and he fhall give 
“ you another Comforter, that hejmay abide with 
“ you forever; even the Spirit of truth, whom the 
“ world cannot receive, becaufe it feeth him not, 
“ neither knoweth him: but ye know him, for he 
cc dwelleth with you, and fhall be in you.” Oh ! 
ye minifters of the Lord Jefus Chrift, in this his gift 
is your ftrength, your comfort, and your exceeding 
great reward, both here and hereafter, for ever; far 
exceedin0 fiver or gold, or the diadems of princes : 
the whole world, wanting this, lieth in wickednefs, 
and muft lie there unavoidably, if they have not the 
fenfe of this unfpeakable gift: there cannot be fal- 
vatjon, nor any faving miniftry without it; it being 
abfolutely needful, to the being and well-being of a 
minilter of Chrift : and indeed the holy text is plain, 
and pofitive, that “ he that hath not the Spirit of 
<c Chrift, is none of his ;” none of his minifter, none 
of his believer: oh ! no, they cannot be his in any 
good refpeft whatfoever, without his Spirit. But if 
it fhould be objected, How fhall we do to know the 
minifter or the man who hath this divine gift, or 
Spirit of Chrift, hnce it may be pretended to both 
by the minifters and people; and yet they may not 
have it in reality ? this indeed is a great point, and 
highly neceftary to be fearched into, which is to be 
known by our Lord’s rule, which he has prefcribed 
for that end. X)o men,” faith he, cc gather grapes 
“ of thorns, or figs of thirties ?” furely no. The 
grape is gathered from the vine, and the ng from 
the fig-tree; “wherefore by their fruits ye fhall 
“ know them.” Now thofe, according to this true 
rule, who have the Spirit, or Holy Ghoft, they bring 
forth the fruits of it: which fruits are love, charity, 

meeknefs, 
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meeknefs, temperance, patience, experience, hope, 
faith and wifdom from above, which is pure and 
peaceable, gentle and eafy to be intreated, to all, 
and every thing that is good. And thofe who have 
the holy Spirit, bring forth the fruits of it as natu¬ 
rally, as the vine doth the grape, and the fig-tree the 
fig. Alfo, Whatfoever things are holy, juft, honeft, 
pure, and of good report, or tends to piety, or vir¬ 
tue; in a word, every thing that is good, is the fruit 
of the fpirit of God and Chrift : and they are brought 
forth with divine life and power in that minifter and 
people, who through true faith in the blefled Jefus, 
have received the gift of the Holy Ghoft, or Spirit 
of Chrift. 

The minifter of the gofpel being thus fitly furnifh- 
ed to every good word and work, he is ready to an- 
fwer the call of his great Lord and holy Mafter, 
which is in heaven ; he wants not the call of man, 
nor authority from man, nor wages of man. But 
thofe who bring forth fruits contrary to the above, 
can neither be true minifters, nor Chriftians, accord¬ 
ing to the doctrine of our holy Lord. Being thus 
qualified by the Moft High, thofe minifters are free¬ 
ly given up to ferve the Lord, and go wherefoever 
he is pleafed to lend them, though he fend them as 
lambs among wolves : and it is worth noting, that 
Chrift’s meftengers and minifters are called and fent 
of him; they do not run of themfelves, nor in their 
own will; which if they did, their end would be 
like the forward falfe prophets of old, who did not 
profit the people at all. 

Our great Lord feeing what need the world had 
of true teaching, and of true teachers, fends his 
minifters forth into it, faying, Mat. xxviii. 18, 19, 
20. cc Ail power is given unto me in heaven and 
€C earth : go ye therefore and teach all nations, bap- 
*c tizing them in the name of the Father, and of the 
€f Son, an4 of the Holy Ghoft; teaching them to 
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. , »H«uutva x nave commanded 
you: and lo, I am with you always, even unto 
the end of the world.” 

Many of his excellent fayings and commands may 
be round in that wonderful fermon which he preach¬ 
ed on the Mount, Mat. 5th, 6th, and 7th chapters. 

Here (Thrift fhews his minlfters his power, and 
fends them forth in his own name, for there is none 
other given under heaven for falvation; and Chrift 
cornfoits ms minifters with a glorious promife, of 
being with them to the end of the world. Oh "the 
wonderful fweetnefs of this gracious prornife ! and 
fuch are all his promifes, for they are yea, and 
amen, for ever. Wherefore Chrift’s minifters may 
well go forth without doubting, having their autho¬ 
rity from the King of kings. Again he faith, “ Go 

ye into all the world, and preach the goipel unto 
“ every creature. He that believeth, and is bap- 
cc tized, fiiall be faved; but he that believeth not, 
“ fhall^ be damned,5' Mark xvi. 15, 16. So Chrift 
lays. Go ; but the world, the flefh, and txhe devil 
lay, Stay ; for the fpirit of fin and Satan is for ob- 
ftrucling the work of Chrift, and hindering the free 
gofpel miniftry, and the motions of the word and 
teftimony of Jefus; and is for quenching it in thofe 
in whcm it may appear: it is a new mode or fafhion, 
contrary to the primitive order of Chrift, above men¬ 
tioned, for minifters to ftay, and be tied to an out¬ 
ward benefit, or a particular meeting or congrega¬ 
tion ; which way of preaching, or reading, reading 
being much in practice now a-days, is quite con¬ 
trary to the call, and practice of Chrift, and his 
minifters, and of the martyrs, and confeffors of 
Jefus : as alfo of many of the moft noted reformers 
in religion. Oh but it is objected, if minifters 
fhould always go about among the nations, what 
would become of their families, or how mu ft they 
live, a,nd be maintained ? to which may be anfwer- 
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ed, as the minifters of our Lord were, when he at 
the ftrft fent them forth; who, when they returned 
to their Mafter, he afked them, “ If they lacked any 
<c thing;” they anfwered, “ No.” But in Head or 
lacking any thing, the devils were fubjeft to them. 
Pray let the ferious Chriftian confider, here is now a 
wonderful change. Is it in Chrift, or in the hireling 
money-loving prieft ? it is certainly in the men, and 
not in Chrift Jefus, for he is the fame to-day, yefter- 
day, and for ever. Where the power of Chrift 
rules, there the devil and his power muft of necef- 

fity be fubject. 
But fome objeft, that people are not fo free now 

a-days •, were there not a law to maintain minifters, 
the minifters might perifh or ftarve in this genera¬ 
tion; if fo, then their miniftry muft ftarve the 
people’s fouls. But this thought of ftarving is for 
want of the gift of God and power of Chrift ; which 
power in the miniftry would wonderfully open 
people’s hearts towards God, and thofe who are his 
true fervants and minifters, whofaid, “ freely ye have 
“ received,freely give.” Oh! faithlefsgeneration, 
what fhall we miftruft him who provides for all his 
creatures, even to the ravens and fparrows, and will 
he not much more provide for his fervants and mi¬ 
nifters ? How fhall we receive power from on high, 
if we want faith, and cannot depend on the provi- 
dential hand of God ? 

Chrift fends his minifters into the world, in order 
to propagate his goipel of falvation, and to let the 
world know that he is come to put an end to fin, and 
bring life and peace to the foul, according to the 
angels teftimony of him, that “ his name flrould be 
<c called Jefus,” which is a Saviour, “ for he fhall 
££ fave his people from their fins,” Mat. i. 21. The 
apoftles of Chnft alfo, according to their holy com- 
mifiion, declared, that “ God had lent his Son to 

blefs us, in turning us from the evil of our ways.” 
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But that doArine mull certainly be oppofite to this 
of the angels, Chrift, and his difciples, which teach* 
eth, that we muft live in fin while on this fide the 
grave, and that there is no being free from it while 
we are in this world; though Chrift himfelf came 
for that very end and purpofe, to put an end to it, 
and to fave us from it, and to bring unto, and into, 
the world, everlafting righteoufnefs as alfo is that 
doArine which maintains, that there is no perfection 
that we can attain to in this life j though Chrift fays, 
“ Be ye perfeA,” for or " as your Father which is 
“ in heaven is perfeA;” as he is perfeA in fulnefs, 
fo are we to be perfeA, according to the meafure of 
grace received. . This faith and belief is much want¬ 
ing in this unbelieving generation, which is the rea- 
fon that people remain in their fins, and the peoples 
leaders caufe them to err, and their minifters minif- 
ter in their fin, and minifter fin to the people. Oh ! 
that the great Lord of all, may grant the faith which 
purifies the heart unto the children of men, and ef- 
pecially to his minifters, that they might be inftru- 
mental to the convincing and converting fouls to 
Chrift, and his cc gofpel, which is the power of God 
“ to falvation, to all them that believe.” And as 
without believing and being baptized, we can nei¬ 
ther be faved, nor truly preach the gofpel; how do 
we believe in Chrift if we remain in our fins ? for 
Chrift faith, “ If ye believe not that I am he, ye 
“ fhall die in your fins:” fo it is plain, that the 
true faith and belief in Chrift taketh away our fins, 
and that if we remain in our fins, it is evident that 
we have not the true faith of Chrift. It is not 
enough to have a notional or hiftorical faith or be¬ 
lief that Chrift is the Son of God, but we muft alio 
believe that cc this is he,” that as the angel declared 
to JoJepb, “ fhould fave his people from their fins 
this was before he was born of the holy virgin; and 
thofe people mightily miftake the doArine of Chrift 
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in the holy Scriptures, who think or believe they 
ill all be faved in their fins ; and thofe minifters muft 
needs be antichriftian, who preach and write, that 
there can be no living here in this world without 
fin, which is alfo contrary to their own do&rine at 
other times, and to their folemn covenant in the 
water baptifm, or fprinkling, in which they promife 
for their children, c‘ To forfake the devil and all his 
cc works/’ (and without doubt all his works is fin, 
no Chriftian can pretend to greater or higher per¬ 
fection, than to forfake the devil, and all his works) 
tc the pomp and vanity of this wicked world, and 
cc all the finful lulls of the flelh, and to keep God’s 
<c holy will and commandments, and to walk in the 
cc fame all the days of our lives /’ fo that according 
to this folemn covenant, here is no day for fin; yec 
thofe covenanters at other times will lay, preach, 
difpute, and write, that the bell faints cannot live 
without fin, and that people fin in their bell duties - 
if any think to mock the Almighty after that man¬ 
ner, they will be much miftaken in the day of the 
righteous judgment of God: for cc Chrift came to 
<c put an end to fin, and to finilh tranfgreflion, and 
cc to deftroy the works of the devil,” which all fin 
molt certainly is. And it is plain, that Jobny the 
beloved difciple of Chrift, believed this, from his 
own words, cc I write unto you, young men, becaufe 

ye have overcome the wicked one. I have writ- 
<c ten unto you, young men, becaufe ye are ftrong, 
<c and the word of God abideth in you, and ye have 
“ overcome the wicked one,” ill epiftle of John, ii* 
13, 14. To which 1 fhall add, what he faith through 
the Spirit to the feven churches in Afia. 

To the church of Ephefus, Rev. ii. 7. “ He that 
tc hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit faith un- 
fC to the churches, To him that overcometh, will I 
cc give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midft 
€C of the paradife of God,” 

To 
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To the church of Smyrna, Rev. ii. 11. « He that 
<c hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit faith 
<c unto the churches, He that overcometh, fhall not 
“ be hurt of the fecond death.” 

To the church of Pergamus, Rev. ii. 17. « He 
tc that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit 
<c faith unto the churches, To him that overcometh, 
<c will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will 
cc give him a white ftone, and in it a name written, 
<c which no man knoweth, five him that receivedi 
“ it.” 

To the church of Thyatira, Rev. ii. 26, 27, 28, 
29. “ He that overcometh, and keepeth my works 
<c unto the end, to him will I give power over the 
cc nations, and he fhall rule them with a rod of iron, 
<c as the veffels of a potter fhall they be broken to 
<c ihivers, even as I received of my Father, and I 
4C will give him the Morning Star. He that hath an 
“ ear to hear, let him hear what the Spirit faith 
<f unto the churches.’* 

To the church of Sardis, Rev. iii. 5, 6. cc He 
<c that overcometh, the fame fhall be clothed in 
<c white raiment, and I will not blot out his name 
<f out of the book of life; but I will confefs his 
cc name before my Father, and before his angels. 
<c He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit 
cc faith to the churches.” 

To the church oi Philadelphia^ Rev. iii. 12, 13. 
€< He that overcometh, will I make a pillar in the 
<c temple of my God, and he fhall go no more out; 
<f and I will write upon him the name of my God, 
<c and the name of the city of my God, which is 
cc New Jerufakm> which cometh down out of hea- 
cc ven from my God, and I will write upon him my 
cc new name. He that hath an ear, let him hear 
<f what the Spirit faith to the churches.” 

To the church of Laodicea, Rev. iii.21, 22. “To 
c5 him that overcometh, will I grant to fit with me 

“ in 
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cc in my throne, even as I overcame, and am fet 
€< down with my Father in his throne. He that 
“ hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit laith to 
cc the churches.” 

Surely that foul who cannot by all this fee that 
there is an overcoming, muft certainly be blind as 
to a fpiritual fight of the dodtrine of Chrift ; and 
what is it but to make Chrift and the holy Spirit a 
deceiver, to promife all thofe great things to his 
churches, if they cannot perform the conditions he 
prefcribes ? and if it were true, as it is not, that it is 
impofiihle to overcome fin and Satan, then would 
Chrift be a hard Mafter, which is abfurd and wicked 
to fuggeft. But this overcoming muft not be in 
our own wills, nor in our own time, nor with our 
own weapons, but according to the apoftle Paul's 
teftimony of the faints weapons, and their warfare, 
and alfo of his own fight and victory, viz. 2 Cor. x. 
4. The weapons of our warfare are not carnal, 
cc but mighty through God, to the pulling down of 
<c ftrong holds,” Satan’s holds of fin are ftrong 
ones, if never to be overcome. 

But with thefe weapons we may overcome: and 
he bids the Chriftian put them on, and calls them 
the whole armour of light, oppofite and contrary to 
Satan's dark power, and he names them after this 
manner: Stand therefore, having your loins girt 

about with truth, and having on the breaft-plate 
cc of righteoufnefs, and your feet fhod with the pre- 
cc paration of the gofpel of peace; above all, tak- 
(C ing thelhield of faith, wherewith ye final 1 be able 
“ to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked, and 
cc take the helmet of falvation, and the fword of 
cc the Spirit, which is the word’ of God,” Epb. vi, 
13. 17. 

cc I have fought a good fight, I have finifiled my 
cc courfe, I have kept the faith; henceforth there is 
tc laid up for me a crown of righteoufnefs, which 

“ God, 
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" God, the righteous judge, fhall give to me at 
that day, and not to me only, but to all them who 

“ love his appearing,” 2 Tim. iv. 7, 8. 
Thus the faints and primitive Chriftians were vic¬ 

torious in this Chriftian and fpiritual warfare, and 
they encouraged others to follow them, as the'y did 
Chrift. The very belief of this dodtrine, that we 
can never overcome fin and Satan, is contrary to the 
faith of Chrift, and is a mighty engine of the wick¬ 
ed one to deftroy louls; for what encouragement 
can any have to the work of reformation, or to be¬ 
lieve in, or prefs after the new-birth, if they do not 
believe in the new-birth, or that they may or can be 
reformed, or created again a-new in Chrift Jefus, 
unto good works, and that they muft not walk after 
the flefh, to fulfil the lufts thereof. Oh ! that mi- 
nifters and people would confider that awful fentence 
of holy Scripture, viz. “ If ye live after the flefh ye 
“ fhall die; but if ye, through the Spirit, mortify 
“ the deeds of the body, ye fhall live,” Rom. viii. 
13. the want of a lively hope and faith in Chrift, 
the great Lord of heaven and earth, is great, very 
great indeed. Oh ! that true faith in him might 
abound and increafe in the earth more and more; 
then would he infpire the foul with inward ftrength 
and grace to refift the devil, and overcome him, and 
adtually to do the works of God, and to forfake the 
devil, and all his works, and then, and not until 
then, is Chrift’s righteoufnefs imputed unto us; fo 
that true Chriftians are truly righteous, not only by 
imputation, but by aftion alfo. Oh that thofe who 
make profeflion of holy Jelus, would deny them- 
lelves, and take up their daily crois, and follow him 
in the regeneration ! otherwife, how can they be his 
difciples or minifters ? and then would true Chrif- 
tianity flourifh in the earth; then would Chrift be 
exalted over all, who, with the Father and holy Spirit, 
is God blefled for ever. 

Now' 
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Now to return a little to Chrift’s baptifm, viz. 
cc He that believeth, and is baptized, fhall be 
cc faved/5 Here our great baptizer, and chief mi- 
nifter, is pofitive, that they fhall be faved who are 
baptized with his baptifm; from which, withftrong 
reafon, we may conclude, that the baptifm which is 
abfolutely neceflary to falvation, is not water-bap¬ 
tifm, which was John s, but fpiritual baptifm, which 
is Chrifh’s ; and for this reafoa alfo, that moil Chrif- 
tians that have any fpiritual underftanding, do 
plainly fee, that notwithftanding people being bap¬ 
tized, orfprinkled with elementary water, many live 
wicked ungodly lives, and die in that ftate*, but quite 
the contrary effeft hath that baptifm which is of the 
Holy Ghoft, and fpiritual fire, which is Chrift’s bap¬ 
tifm ; for that where it is witnefied, and where peo¬ 
ple not only talk of it, but live according to its 
holy operation on the foul, it faveth and cleanfeth 
from fin and evil, it wafheth by regeneration, and 
reneweth the foul by grace, with divine life and 
power. 

The call of a true minifler, is from and by Chrift, 
he muft come to the fchool of Chrift, and take his 
degrees there; in the univerfal love of God he muft 
learn and experience patience, humility, faith, hope, 
and charity; “ Learn of me/5 faith he, “ for I am 
€f meek and lowly in heart/5 and yet, notwithftand¬ 
ing, he was the great heir of all things, and all pow¬ 
er in heaven and earth was given unto him, he hum¬ 
bled himfelf to the death of the crols, for the fake 
of mankind ; and as the living Father fent his Son, 
fo the Son lends his fervants contrary to the will of 
man, as the apoftle Paul faid, cc But I certify unto 

you, brethren, that the golpel which was preached 
of me, is not after man; for I neither received it 
of man, nor was I taught it but by the revelation 
of Jefus Chrift/5 Gal. i. ii, 12, Hereby it is 
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plain he thought there v/as no abfolute necefllty of 
outward learning, nor outward call by man. 

And as there is no abfolute neceffity of outward 
learning to make a minifter of Chrift, fo there is no 
need to force an outward maintenance; for Chrift 
will take care of his fervants, and feed and clothe 
them, when he fends them, as he did his difciples, 
who went forth cc without ftaff or ferip,” yet ac¬ 
knowledged, after their return, “ they lacked no- 
cc thing.5> And as Chrift faid, cc Freely ye have re- 
(c ceived, freely give;5’ fo there is no outward com- 
pulfion or force in Chrift’s dodtrine or religion: 
ibme are indeed of another opinion, and have prac- 
tifed the contrary, and bring thofe words of Chrift 
to uphold them in the practice of forcing religion, 
where he fays, in the parable of the marriage fupper, 
(C Go, compel them to come in which was no 
other compulfion or force but that of love, which is 
the greateft power in heaven or earth; to conftrue 
our Saviour’s words in any other fenfe, would be ab~ 
furd, and contrary to the whole tenor of his dodtrine 
and glorious miniftry. 

Thus then the work of Chrift’s minifters is to 
bring the people to Chrift, as he is their Redeemer 
and Saviour from fin, and as he is their comforter, 
and good remembrancer, and their fpiritual guide 
into all truth; in the performance of which work, 
they will have their reward in this world, and in the 
world to come everlafting life. Amen. 

CONCERNING 
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CONCERNING 

Perfonal Eie&ion Sc Reprobation 

CONCERN came upon me, in Chriftian 
love to the honeft-heartcd of the Prejbyterian 

way, to (hew unto them how their teachers have 
mi (led them, and miireprefented the words of God, 
in their pretending to prove the dodtrine they hold 
of perfonal eledtion and reprobation, and in tneir 
wrefting the Scriptures in iupport of it. 

Some of the texts of Scripture whereby they vain¬ 
ly endeavour to defend it, and whereupon they chief¬ 
ly found their tenet, are thefe, viz. 

ift. Concerning Jacob and EJauy Rom. ix. 13. 

Mai. i. 2, 3. 
sdly, Concerning the Lord's hardening Pharaoh’s 

heart, Exod. ix. 16. Rom. ix. 17. 
3dly, cc He that made them will not have mercy 

“ upon them, and he that formed them, will fhew 
4C them no favour," Ifa. xxvii. n. 

4thly, cc Hath not the potter power over the clay 
€C of the fame lump, to make one veffel to honour, 

and another to difhonour," Jer. xviii. 6. Rom. 

ix. 21. 
5thly, cc Therefore he hath mercy on whom he 

*c will have mercy, and whom he will he harden- 
cc eth," R.om. ix. 18. 

ift. Relating to Jacob and EJauy the cafe was 
thus; the Almighty (hewed Rcbcccay the mother of 

M m 2 them 
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them both, while the children were yet unborn 
that " the elder fhould ferve the younger,” Gen. 

. 2j. Rom. xi. 12. blot that the elder fhould be 
i > and the younger only laved, as 
it is hoped will appear plain and clear in the fequel, 
and the contrary be plainly proved, both from Scrip¬ 
ture and right reafon. Firft then, thefe two, Jacob 
and Efau, were the fons of godly Ifaac, to whom, 
with faithful Abraham, was the promife of God, and 
to their feed, Gen. xvii. iS. and both Jacob and Efau 
were blefied in the name of God, and in his faith 
alfo : “ for,” faith the author of tht Hebrews, “ Ifaac 
<c blefied Jacob and Efau by faith,” chap. xi. 20. 
This he wrote when he was illuftrating the invinci¬ 
ble and mighty power of faith, by the many won¬ 
derful works that had been done thereby; and 
doubtlefs the faith there fpoken of, is the true faith ; 
and whatever is foretold in and through true faith, 
will moll certainly be fulfilled, as this great and 
fignificant bleffing of Ifaac to his fons was: the 
good old man calls his eldeft fon to him, being dif- 
pofed to bid's him, and bids him feek venifon, and 
make him favoury meat, Gen. xxvii. 3, 4, fuch as he 
knew his father loved, that my foul may blefs thee 
before I die; and Rebecca their mother knowing, 
from what God had fire wed her before they were 
born, that the elder fhould ierve the younger, Gen. 
xxv. 23. for whom fhe had alfo the greateft love; 
fire calls Jacob and opens the matter to him, and 
bids him get favoury meat for his father, Gen. xxvii. 
14. 17, i8. which, through her importunity he did, 
and after he had prepared it, he brought it to his 
father before his brother came, and his father blef- 
fed him in faith, verl'e 28 ; but he did it againft his 
natural inclination ; for he would have had his fon 
Efau to have had the bleffing of preference, verfes 
24, 25, becaufe he v/as the eldeft fon, and by nature 
it was his birth-right; but he, in his prophane ftate 
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and condition, had defpifed and fold it for a thing 
of little value to his brother Jacob; fo that Jacoby 
having by his brother’s confent, bought it of him, 
had a right to it on a double account, both bv pro¬ 
mile and purchate, ift. By the promife of God be¬ 
fore he was born : and, fecondly, By the purchafe 
of his brother. But pray let it be obferved, that 
this was the bleffing of preference only, that bleffing 
which Efau fought with tears, but could not find it; 
neverthelefs he had a blefiing pronounced to him by 
his father, through faith, chap, xxvii. 39. though he 
does not feem to have had a right fenfe thereof, for 
he was at times in a prophane fpirit, Heb. xii. 16, 17. 
and in enmity and malice againft his brother Jacoby 
as appears by that murdering, perfecuting mind, that 
then was unmortified in him ; for,” lays he, tc the 
<c days of mourning for my father are at hand, and 
<c then I will flay my brother Jacob” Gen. xxvii. 
41. But then, as his wickednefs was great, his con- 
verfion muft be by fo much the more glorious. It 
would be well if all murdering perfecutors would, 
in this his converfion, take him for an example; 
for inftead of killing his brother Jacob, when he met 
him on his return to his father’s houfe, from whence 
he had fled, he fell on his neck, and kiffed him, and 
wept, Gen. xxxiii. 4. 

It is hoped that no Chriftian ear will be offended 
to hear of the converfion and great change of this 
prophane perfon, who, though he was not favoured 
with the bleffing of preference, or the natural blef¬ 
fing of birth-right, which he fought with tears, and 
could not find, Gen. xxvii. 38. yet the bleffing of 
God’s grace and favour, being the free gift of the 
Almighty to him, with the fatnefs of the earth, he 
had, and it was delivered to him by his father by 
faith, as faith the apoflle, in the fore-cited epiftle to 
the Hebrews, chap. xi. 20. 

M m 3 Which 
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Which bleffing was by their father 1Jaac, thus ex^ 
preffed to each of them. iff. to Jacob, “ that the 

ptnpoie of God according to eleflion mffiht 
c‘ (land/’ Rom. ix. n, 12. which choice, or elec¬ 
tion, befoie they were born, or had done good or 
evil, was, <c that the elder fhould ferve the youno 

er,” or the younger be preferred before the elder*; 
not that one fhould be damned, and the other faved ; 
there is no damnation to eternity that we read of 
concerning Efau., but a choice bleffing of God, of a 
quite different nature. Unto Jacob he faid thus; 
<L God give thee of the dew of heaven, and the fat- 

nels of the earth, and plenty of corn and wine, be 
c< ^ord over thy brethren, and let thy mother's fons 
“ bow down to thee,” &c. Gen. xxvii. 28, 29. And, 
2dl), unto Efau he lays, exceedingly trembling, 
verfe 33. “ Behold thy dwelling ffiall be of the fat- 
cc nefs of the earth, and of the dew of heaven from. 
4C above, and by thy fword fhalt thou live, and fhak 

ferve thy brother •, and it ffiall come to pals, when 
c thou fhalt have the dominion, that thou fhalt 
cc break his yoke from off thy neck,” verfes 39, 40. 

Thefe bleffings have not only refpeft to their own 
proper perfons, but alfo to their pofterity; but far 
from pre-ordaining them, or any of them, to dam¬ 
nation; and we have good ground to believe, from 
(what is above, together with) the reformation 
wrought in Efau himfelf, much better things of 
him ; for it is written, “ When the wicked man 
“ turneth away from his wickednefs which he hath 
“ committed, and doth that which is lawful and 
C( right, he ffiall fave his foul alive,” Ezek. xviii. 
27. “ So when a righteous man turneth away from 

his righteoufnefs, and committeth iniquity, and 
*c dieth in them, for his iniquity which he hath 
iS done ffiall he die,” verfe 26. 

Having thus far taken notice of the purport of 
me bleffings of Jacob and Efau, relating to their 
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perfons, who were both bleffed with the dew of 
heaven, and the fatnefs of the earth, I would add 
this remark. Let none curfe him 01 them whom 

God hath bleffed. _ ... 
And whereas the apoftle, reciting the words of the 

prophet Malachi, faith, <c Jacob have 1 loved, but 
Efau have 1 hated,” Rom. ix. 13. This was not 
faid of them before they were born, or had done 
either good or evil 5 but was juft 1 y denounced by 
the Almighty for the cruelty and hatred of the 
children of Efau to the children of IJrael, as is fully 
and clearly expreffed by the prophets, David, Eze¬ 

kiel, Amos, and Obadiah; PJalm cxxxvii. 7. Ezekiel 
xxv. 15. xxxv. 1 —15. xxxvi. 5. Amos i. 11, 12. 
Obadiah ic, to 16, and was written many ages 

after. 
Secondly, The next text under confederation is, 

«■ that the Lord hardened the heart of Pharaoh 

Exod. vii. 13. But it flrould be obferved, he had 
fir'd hardened hhnfelf againft God and his people, 
and then God hardened him yet harder, in order to 
fhew his great power to mortals, which well con¬ 
fided with his juftice to the wicked and unmerciful; 
for as God is merciful to the righteous, fo he is juft 
in his judgment to the ungodly. 

So that God was clear of that evil heart of unbe¬ 
lief in him, and it is but juft, and alfo reafonable, 
that when man, having been often vifited, refufeth 
the offers of God’s love, that he ftiould vifit fuch in, 
and with his righteous judgment, who have flighted 
his mercy and grace, and then, according to the holy 
Scripture, “ his deftruCtion is of himfelf, but his 
“ help is in the Lord,” Hof. xiii. q. So that God 
is true, and every man, contradicting him, is a liar, 
Rom. iii, 4. 

Wherefore may all have a. care of hardening of 
their hearts, as Pharaoh did, for that is provoking 
to the Almighty, and then he juftly gives them over 

M m 4 ta 
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to an evil heart of unbelief, and to a reprobate mind, 
and fo they depart from the living God. The Lord 
laid unto Pharaoh, « Let my people go,” over and 
over, and it was the mind of God he fhould have 
done it: without thofe men who hold the contrary 
would make the Almighty fuch an one as them- 
felves, to fay one thing, and mean another. What 
is that but to charge the Almighty with hypocrily ? 
a thing hated of him, and his dear £on, Chrift Jefus. 
No, no. Pharaoh might have obeyed the Lord in a 
day of vifitation: but he refufed, and faid, “ Who 

is tne Lord, that I fhould obey his voice, and let 
“ Ifrael go ? I know not the Lord, neither will I let 

Ijrael go, Exod. v. 2. And he continued to 
harden himfelf againft God, and his people, cruelly 
peifecuting them, and forcing them to make brick 
without ftraw, before we read that the Lord harden¬ 
ed his heart. Oh ! that all hard hearted, perfecti¬ 
ng* unbelieving people might take warning by 
him in time, before it be too late. 

It is clear, he might have let the people go; be- 
caufe God by Mofes commanded him fo to do. And 
who can deny, that what God did, was more proper 
to foften, than to harden his heart, by letting him fee 
the miracles wrought in his name, and theceafingof 
the plagues he had inflicted ; therefore it was poflfble 
for him to have done what God required of him ; he 
was not predeftinated to that obduration, until he 
had hardened his own heart; and then it was, is, and 
always will be, juft with God to fuffer his, or any 
other man’s heart to become hardened, and give 
them up to a reprobate mind, Rom. i. 29. 

Thirdly, The following Scripture is wrefted, and 
falfly made ufe of, viz. Ifa. xxvii. 11. “ He that 
‘c made them will not have mercy on them ; and he 
“ that formed them, will fliew them no favour.” 
This text hath, in fome of the writings of thofe that 
efpoufe the aforefaid doctrine, been brought to vin¬ 

dicate 
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dicate that defpairing, deftruftive, evil principle, of 
pre-ordination of particular perfons to deftru&ion 
and damnation ; but this text, with the reft, brought 
for that end, is grofly perverted : for in the fame 
place the cafe is fairly ftared, and the reafon clearly 
fhewn, why God will fhew them no favour, viz. 
cc Becaufe they were withered branches, and people of 
<c no underftanding ; therefore he that made them, 
cc would not have mercy upon them, and he that 
<c formed them, would fhew them no favour.5’ From 
whence it appears, they might have been fruitful, 
but would not, and had been green, but were wither¬ 
ed from their greennefs ; much like thofe who Chrift 
expoftulates with, when he lays, <c How often would 
<c I have gathered you as a hen gathereth her chick- 
fC ens under her wings, and ye would not,”Mat. xxiii. 
37. u If thou had ft known in this thy day, the 

things which belong to thy peace, but now they 
<c are hid from thine eyes/5 Luke xix. 42. Which 
fhews the great and fervent defire of Chrift to fave 
fouls, and his tender love to poor mortals, and that 
they had a day of vifitation, in which they might 
have been gathered ; which is far from ordaining 
them to deftrudlion from all eternity. 

So that God is fully clear of all men, and their 
blood is on their own heads, and their deftruction 
is of themfelves; whereas they might have help in 
the Lord, and his Chrift, through faith, which he of¬ 
fers to man freely; but man will not receive or em¬ 
brace it. And further, it fhould be obfcrved, that 
if the whole texts of the prophecy of Ifaiah in the 
37th chapter, be confidered, it will plainly appear, 
that he is fo far from uttering an exprefs or pofitive 
decree of their final deftrudtion, that he clearly and 
fully foretells their recovery and reftoration out of 
that ft ate. 

Fourthly, They argue from the words of the apof- 
tle, cc Hath not the potter power over the clay, to 

<c make 
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cc make of the fame lump one veffel to honour, and 
cc another to difhonour ?” Rom.xx.2i. Yes, doubt- 
lefs he hath ; but the potter doth not make vdTels 
with defign to deftroy them, or break them to 
pieces, but fyr ufe and lervice; and it is contrary to 
his will and intereft, when any veffel marrs under his 
hand. And it is very plainly expreffed by the pro¬ 
phet Jeremiah, after mentioning his beholding the 
work of the potter, in the 18ch chapter, 6th, 7th, 
and 8th verfes, “ O houfe of IJraely cannot I do with 
<c you as this potter ? faith the Lord. Behold as the 
<c clay is in the potter's hand, fo are ye in mine hand, 
<c O houfe of IfraeL At what infant I fhall fpeak 
<c concerning a nation, and concerning a kingdom, 
<f to pluck up, and to pull down, and to deftroy it: 
<c if that nation againft whom 1 have pronounced, 
iC turn from their evil, I will repent of the evil that 
€f I thought to do unto them.” Ail which is con¬ 
trary to the dodtrine of an abfolute, unconditio¬ 
nal predeftination : the Lord, in his wifdom, and to 
fhew his power, doth make fouls more or lefs honour¬ 
able, as he pleafeth; but it is very plain, from 
Scripture, and right reafon, that he makes none with 
defign to deftroy them, or hath ordained any to 
eternal damnation. Though he hath ordained dam¬ 
nation for wicked and ungodly men, yet he never 
ordained that men fhould be wicked and ungodly. 

Fifthly, They urge the apoftle’s words, but to as 
little purpofe as the former, Rom. ix. 18. “ He will 
<c have mercy on whom he will have mercy, and 
<< whom he will he hardeneth.” It is true, that 
God hath abundantly fhewn us in the holy Scrip¬ 
tures, on whom he will have mercy, viz. He hath 
mercy on the poor in lpirit *, the humble he teaches 
of his ways ; the meek he guides in judgment; he 
clothes the meek with falvation ; he hath the righ¬ 
teous in everlafting remembrance ; he loveth them 
them which love him 5 he faveth them who love his 

dear 
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dearSon, and believe in him; he giveth to them 
eternal life, and Chrift loveth them, and manifefteth 
himfelf unto them. And his beloved dilciple John 
declared, cc If any man (in, we have an advocate with 
<c the Father, Jefus Chrift, the righteous *, and he is 
ct the propitiation for our fins, and not for ours 
<< only, but alfo for the fins cf the whole world,” 
1 John ii. i, 2. And the author of the epiftle to the 
Hebrews faith, 4C But we fee Jefus, who was made a 
“ little lower than the angels, for the buffering of 
“ death, crowned with glory and honour, that he, 
4C by the grace of God fhould tafte death for every 
<c man,” Heb. ii. 9. And all who believe in, and 
obey him, will partake of the benefit of his death 
and buffering; cc but the wicked is fnared in the 
cc work of his own hands,” PJal. ix. 16. 

Thus it was in my mind, and hath been, for borne 
years, to (hew to the Prejbyteriany Independant > or 
Baptijl people, or any other, who hold the doctrine 
of particular perfonal election or reprobation, the 
weaknefs of fome of, what they call, their proofs 
for this, as I take it, corrupt and dangerous doc¬ 
trine of theirs, and the mifapplication of thole texts 
of Scripture, which they advance to maintain their 
abfurd notion, of fouls being; fore-ordained to dam- 

J o 

nation eternally, whether they do good or evil, and 
that it is fo determined, before we were born into 
the world. Oh ! that thofe people might come to 
true repentance, and lay hold of the univerfal love 
of God to eternal life, through the living faith of 
Jefus Chrift our Lord, in the tender bowels of whofe 
love to all are thole lines written, and in great love 
and good-will they are invited to fearch the Scrip¬ 
tures, and to fee whether the whole fcope of them do 
not (hew the contrary to what they hold in relation 
to perfonal reprobation to deftru&ion, fore-ordained 
before we are born, or have done either good or 
evil; there not being one text to be found to prove 

that 
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that doctrine: but there are abundance which fet 
forth the love, mercy, and goodnefs of God, to man¬ 
kind j only two of which I fhall add hereunto, viz. 
“ And God faw that the wickednefs of man was 
“ great in the earth, and that every imagination of 
“ the thoughts of his heart was only evil continual- 
** ly. And it repented the Lord that he had made 
tc man on the earth, and it grieved him at his heart,” 
Gen. vi. 5, 6. “ And Jonah arofe, and went unto 
“ Nineveh, according to the word of the Lord, and 
c* entered, and faid, yet forty days, and Nineveh 
“ fhall be overthrown. So the people of Nineveh 
«c believed God, and proclaimed a fail, and put on 
** fackcloth, from the greateft of them, even to 
“ the lead; of them. And God faw their works, 
*c that they returned from their evil way, and God 
*c repented of the evil that he had faid he would do 
€t unto them, and he did it not,” Jonah iii. 3, 4, 5. 
10. I heartily defire thefe two texts may be truly 
confidered, and weighed ; therein the mercy, loving- 
kindnels, and long forbearance of God, being fo 
clearly and fully manifefted, that I think may be 
fufficient to convince every unprejudiced mind of 
the error of believing in that principle, of the abfo- 
lute predeftination of the Almighty, of any part of 
mankind to deftru&ion. 

2*. CHALKLET. 

A LETTER 
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A 

LETTER 
T O 

COTTON MAT HER, in New-England. 

AVING received a courteous Letter from 
__ Cotton Mather, one of the greateft preachers 
among the people of New-England; he being in 
community with the national church there, and hav¬ 
ing preached a fermon concerning rhe power and 
excellency of Chrift within, recommending people 
thereunto, and commending our fociety therein ; 
but differing from us in fome particulars, which 
particulars I was concerned to anfwer as followed!, 
viz. 

Frankfort, the 20th of the 3d Month, 1726* 

Courteous Friend, C. 
“^HINE, dated November 30th, 1725, I re- 

„ ceived a few days ago, I having been vifiting 
the people along the fea-fhore in the Jerfeys, in the 
love of Chrift, hoping to bring fome to him, among 
whom, in a general way, the gofpel which I had to 
preacn in his name, found acceptance, for which I 
was truly thankful; and though I had no earthly 
confederation for lo doing, yet I had that inward 
fatisfaclion, that I thought I would non exchange or 
pai t with it for the bifhop of Home or Canterbury1 % 

revenue: and at my return I received thy friendly 
letter, which I was glad of, and that mine to thee 
found that acceptance, fo as to anfwer my requeft. 

And 
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And whereas thou faycft thy aim and hope hath 
been to perfuade us who ca!i ourfelves Friends, we 
profefiing ourfelves friends to all people, that our 
iuperior ftrefs fhould be upon the grand point of 
Chrift within ; we having found, by experience, 
living and blefted experience, the great benefit and 
comfort of his moftfweet and glorious prefence, by 
the manifeftation of his power, fpirit and grace, in 
and to our fouls, we cannot do otherwife than lay 
the greateft ftrefs thereon ; our benefit therein, and 
thereby, being not eafily expreffed, fo as to be un- 
derftood by the carnal mind, or to thofe who are in 
a ftate of degeneration ; Chrift within was, is, and 
ever will be, the hope of the fanctified foul’s glory, 
though a myftery hid from ages of unregenerate 
people, or from thofe who are in the reprobation ; 
<c Know ye not your ownfelves, that Chrift is in you, 
<c except ye be reprobates,” faith the apoftle Paul, 

!2 Cor. xiii. 5. Col. i. 2. 
From the above 1 would not be underftood as 

though I believed that Chrift is no where but in his 
people; neither did I ever underftand any of our 
Friends fo, though we have been often mifrepre- 
fented on that head. 

And as to the ceremony of the hat, and the plural 
language to fingle perfons, I thus anfwer; that many 
of us left that way of falutation and fpealdng, through 
itrong conviction, accompanied with thde reafons; 

xft. It being a refped we pay Almighty God, 
cc Pic bei ng our head, is honoured by uncovering 
<c our head,” as laid the apoftie Paul, i Cor. xi. 4. 
Y/e think for that reafon it is not right to uncover 
our heads to men •, but that to give one another our 
hands, in an inward and hearty refpedt, is better. 

adly, We read in the holy Scriptures, that Mor- 
decai could not bow to Haman for confcience-iake. 
Eft her iii. 4. and I think it may fafely be concluded, 
that he did not take off his hat, or uncover his head, 

though 

-i 
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though he was in danger to have fuffered for it. 
And, 

gdly, The three children of God walked in the 
prefence of the great king of Babylon, and thofe pre¬ 
fen t with him, with their hats on ; and they flood 
the king’s fury, and the fire, though feven times 
hotter than ufual, with their hats on, as there related 
in Dan. iii. 21. 

I befeech thee, my good friend, to confider the 
tenor of the holy Scriptures maturely, and then I 
hope thou wilt not think the hat, and the language 
of thee and thou to a fingle perfon, to be needlefs 
ceremonies and incumbrances, according to our 
principle and pradlice; I do not write thus to thee 
for contention, nor in a contentious fpirit of mind, 
but in the innocent love of our dear Lord Jefus, and 
for edification, or if need be, for information. 

Alio, as to thee and thou to a (ingle perfon, I 
anfwer, that the holy Scripture, or the words of 
God therein recorded, is by all Protdlant profeflhrs 
of Chrift, acknowledged a rule to us ail, next to the 
Holy Spirit, from whence they came, or the Holy 
Ghofl, that our Saviour promifed, fhould lead into 
ail tiuth, and abide with the true believers for ever j 
and that God and ChrifPs Spirit, doth not contra- 
di£t the holy Scriptures, which came and proceeded 
from tnence . this general propofition we all aoree 
to, if we rightly underftand one another. 

Then, according to this rule, our plain language 
is lignt, otherwife I fhall be obliged to thee to fhew 
us wherein we err from that good rule. • Now, the 
Moft High thought good to teach and ufe that lan¬ 
guage in the beginning to our fir ft parents ; fo that 
it is ou 1 motnei-tongue, and it is the language of the 
bible, or holy Scriptures, from Genefis to the Revels 
iions. I luppofe I need not tell thee that you to a 
hngle perfon had its rife from pride and flattery *, and 

•thyfelf 
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thyfelf knoweth, that you to a fingle perfon, is neh 
ther good Englijh, nor good grammar. 

And if I am rightly informed, your forefathers, as 
well as ours, made ufe of this plain Scripture lan¬ 
guage of thee and thou to a fingle perfon, in their 
fir ft reparation from the common finners of their 
times. 

Though I thus apologize for the plain Scripture 
language, yet in relpedt of faith or grace, and prin¬ 
ciples to be believed, which are abfolutely neceffary 
to falvation, I call thele but fmall things ; but we 
are not to defpife the day of fmall things, if we are 
faithful in the little, or lefs, we have the promife of 
more or greater things, Luke xix. 17. 

I pray thee excufe this long letter or epiftle; for 
It feems to me but meet, that we fhould render a 
reafon for our difufe of thof^ things ufed by fome 
(of mod focieties) profeffi'ng the Chriftian faith. 

And in refpedt of water-baptifm, and the bread 
and wine: ift. As to water-baptifm, I have this to 
anfwer, the which I hope thou wilt charitably con- 
ftrue. 

The firfc account that we have of it, is from John 
the baptift, who firft praftifed it, according to the 
account the evangelifts give concerning it, and he 
faid, cc I indeed baptize with water, but he,” Chrift, 
<c fhall baptize you with the Holy Ghoft, and with 
<c fire f ’ plainly diftinguifhing between the two 
baptifms, and the two natures of them ; adding, cc I 
4C fhall decreafe, but he fhall increafe he fpoke 
not of their perfons, but of their difpenfations: 

William Dell, a bright and learned man in his day 
(and, as I take it, when he flourifhed mod in divine 
religion) wrote an excellent piece on the fubjeff of 
baptifm, which be pleafed to perufe; it is very evan¬ 
gelical, and well worth reading; I fhall take care to 
procure thee one of his books; I am the more con¬ 
cerned about this fubiefl:, becaufe thou art pofitive 

about 
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about our coming to it, if we improve in wifdom: 
but I would hope to be in fome meafure inftrumen- 
tal to convince thee that there is no abfolute need, 
in order to falvation, to go into, or unto, the water 
or element ; but that it is abfolutely neceflary for us 
to go unto, and into Chrift, that being the way to be 
new creatures, as it is written, fc He that is in Chrift, 
u is a new creature/5 2 Cor. v. 17. 

Our dear Lord on this iubjed fays, (C John truly 
f€ baptized with water, but ye fhall be baptized 
€C with the Holy Ghofthere our Saviour, as well 
as Johns diftinguifhed between the two dilpenfations : 
Johns was indeed a glorious difpenfation in its 
time; but Chrift’s far exceedeth it in glory, and is 
to endure for ever. 

The apoftle Peter remembered this dodrine of 
Chrift, when the holy Spirit's baptifm was come, 
cc Then,’5 fays he, “ I remembered the word of the 

Lord, John baptized with water, but ye fhall be 
cc baptized with the Holy Ghoft,” Atts xi. 16. The 
apoftle Pauly the great apoftle of the Gentiles, fays, 
cc He was not fent to baptize, but to preach the 
cc gofpel ;55 which, when truly preached, hath a 
a fpiritual baptizing power attending it; and if we 
come rightly to be baptized with the holy Spirit, 
and fire of the divine word, we fhall witnefs a reno¬ 
vation, and the work of reformation and regenera¬ 
tion will go forward more and more, both without 
and within, in the body and in Spirit, for which every 
true Chnftian and minifter of Chrift longs and prays 
with fervent defires; the apoftle fays, and pray be 
pleafed to judge for what reafon, “ That the king- 
46 dom of heaven is not meat or drink, but righte- 
<c oufnefs, peace, arid joy, in the Holy Ghoft.55 
Oh ! may the Moft High infpire thy loul when thou 
reads thefe lines, is my cender defire. 

I know I am writing to one who in many things 
h far before me; lo that I write in a fear, mixed wich 

N n Chriftiau 
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Chriftian love ; and if it meet with the fame love in 
thee, that will cover a multitude of faults. 

And as to the fupper or ceremony of bread and 
wine, (which is called a facrament, which word we 
find not in the Bible) we do not underftand that our 
Lord laid it as an injunction on his followers to ob- 
ferve his practice to perpetuity; or that the obfer- 
vation thereof is ablolutely neceffary to falvation, 
and that his church fhould be in the praftice of the 
elements of either water to dip in, or fprinkle with, 
or bread and wine to eat or drink, as a lafting ordi¬ 
nance, to be obferved by his believers in an outward 
way for ever. 

thrift faid, cc This do ye, as oft as ye drink it, 
<c in remembrance of me ;” which to me feems to 
leave it indifferently: alfo from the debates and 
contentions of Chriftians about it, and the blood 
that hath been fpilt and fhed in his controverfy, and 
the many doubts arifing concerning it, I think it is 
evident, that Chrift was not pofitive that his follow¬ 
ers fhould be found to perpetuity therein; and 
where he fays, “ Take, eat, this is my body which 

is broken for you,” or for many; cc and drink, 
*c this is my blood which is fhed for many;73 I be¬ 
lieve it is not to be doubted but that he pointed at 
his flefh and blood, rather than the bread and wine, 
as in a figure, and that alfo he had an eye to his fpi- 
ritual fie Hi and blood or body, as where he fays, 
<c Except ye eat my flefli and drink ray blood, ye 
fC have no life in you the which every true Chrif¬ 
tian fhould daily feed upon, and without which we 
have no divine life in us ; and as himfelf alfo faid, 

jy[v flefh is meat indeed, and my blood is drink 

indeed.” 
And it is worthy of note, that much of his holy 

words, and heavenly doCtrine, was lpiritually to be 
underftood; cc My words,” fays he, cc arefpiritand 
« life;” a glorious fpeech to fuch as truly witnels 

and 



A Letter to Cotton Mather. 563 

and underftand it, which is much better felt by a 
true believing Chriftian* than exprefled : oh may we 
fo open our hearts to our beloved Jefus, that he may 
come in unto us, and that we may fup with him, and 
he with us, and that he may not only fup with us, 
but take up his abode with us, and we with him, for 
ever ! and not only in us twain, but in all thofe who 
truly love, believe in, and follow him throughout 
the world ; fo wifheth, and prayeth, in fincerity, thy 

.real friend, 
T. CHALK LET. 

P. S. I hope thou wilt excufe this long letter, thy 
Vital Chriftianity being inftrumental towards this our 
correfponding together by way of epiltle, which if it 
prove any way to thy fatisfadfion, I fhall rejoice. In 
reading feveral of thy latter tradfs, I have had love 
in my heart towards thee, which was yet more re¬ 
newed in perufing thy Vital Chriftianity, and thy 
friendly letter to rne. 

\ 

N n z YOUTH 
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youth 
PERSUADED TO 

OBEDIENCE, GRATITUDE and HONOUR 

to GOD and their PARENTS. 

ALSO 

Some Touches upon the Life of Man, from 

the Cradle to the Grave. 

Honour thy Father and thy Mother, that thy Days may 
be prolonged in the Land which the Lord thy God 
giveth thee, Deuc. v. 16. &c. 

Man that is bom of a Woman, is of few Days, and full 
of Trouble, Job. xiv. i. 

To the READER. 

Reader, 

THId little piece is the fruits of a few leifurc 
hours which the author had at fea, he being 

under a folid concern for the prefent riling genera¬ 
tion, that they may flourilh and grow in piety and 
virtue i and that the days of their tranquility may 
increafe, and be lengthened out in this world. 

And 

_ m m—i ni i 
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And alfo, chiefly, that when they go ofF the ftage 

of life, they may have the enjoyment of the peace 
of Qod, and of his dear Son, our Lord Jefus Chrift, 
through the Holy Ghoft, with a full aflurance of an 
eternal inheritance and habitation in the glorious 
kingdom of heaven. 

The author hopes that religious and well-inclined 
parents will join with him in this fo neceffary and 
noble a work, of feeking the youths welfare; and 
dcfires, as they may approve this labour of love, 
that they would be inltrumental to difperfe or be- 
ii >vj this among, or to, their children and neigh¬ 
bours, the charge being inconfiderable. 

And if any are benefited hereby, it will abundant¬ 
ly iatisfy for the labour taken herein. And may the 
Lord of all blefs thee and thine, in all good things, 
who is worthy to be loved, ferved and obeyed, by 
ail mortals, to whom praife only is due for eyer. 

youth: 



I 
C 566 ) 

Y O U T H 

. ' ' - - I»\„A1 I . , 
PERSUADED TO 

* * -f » ■ < « O _ ’ * • v 

OBEDIENCE, GRATITUDE and HONOUR 

to GOD and their PARENTS, 
4 \ % f "* f" w f 

ONE of the firft things pious and good Chrif-. 
tians generally endeavour to inftil into their 

children, in their youth, is the true knowledge of 
God; and that he made them, and for what end. 

The Almighty made us all on purpofe for his 
glory, and that we fhould ferve and worfhip him, as 
faid the four and twenty elders who ftand before the 
throne of God, and worfhip him continually, faying, 
(c Holy, holy, holy Lord God Almighty, which 
cc was, and is, and is to come. Thou art worthy, 
cc O Lord ! to receive glory, and honour, and pow- 
<f er: for thou haft created all things, and for thy 
Cf pleafure they are, and were created,” Rev. iv. 8, 
11. 

Man being a noble, if not noblefi, piece of this 
vifible creation, was doubtlefs made and created for 
a purpofe of his glory. 

But fin is of the devil, and did, and, if not repent¬ 
ed of, always will difhonour God, and bring ruin 
upon body and foul. 

Therefore, O youth ! be prevailed upon before it 
be too late, rightly to <c remember thy Creator in 

thy youthful days, before the evil day come.,J 
And certainly it will be an evil day to thy foul, when 
God by his Spirit leaves driving with thee, and 
leaves thee tothyfelf; for he hath faid, “ His Spirit 

ts Jhall 



Youth persuaded to Obedience, &c. 507 

fna]l not always ftrive with man, for that he alfo 

While therefore God by his Spirit is flnving w.th 
thee, and calling thee by his graceto repent anice, 
and to turn from the evil of thy ways, faying, - 
“ ye, turn ye, why will ye die ? turn at my reproo , 
« and I will pour out of my Spirit upon you, and 
“ make myfelf known unto you.” Again, ‘ I >ana 
<c at the door and knock,” here is a holy ftroce at 
the heart, “ if any man will hear my voice, lee the 
univerfal and unlimited love of God in Chrilt to 
poor mortals, « and open the door, I will come in 
“ to him,” Rev. iii. 20. . , . 

If man will open the door of his heart to his 
Maker and Saviour, he will come unto, or into his 
foul. O foul ! no gueft in the world like this hea¬ 
venly o-ueft; no companion, no friend in the world 
like this great, this choice friend. Almighty God 
Oh ! “ feek him while he is yet to be found, and 
ec call upon him while he is near. Let the wicked 

“ forfake his way, and the unrighteous man his 
« thoughts,” that are evil, “ and return to the 
« Lord, and he will have mercy upon him,” ana, 
as fay the righteous, who feek the glory of God, and 
the good of fouls, « and to our God, for he will 
“ abundantly pardon.’ Jfa. lv. 7. 

Therefore, turn, turn, O turn ! why will ye die, 
ye curious workmanfhip of God’s holy hands, ye fine 
and beautiful young men and women ? 

The youth Ihould alfo gratefully and obediently 
remember their careful fathers, and indulgent and 
tender mothers: unto luch youths God has promis¬ 
ed a reward, the which promife I have ieen fulfilled 
in many thoufands; and God is more and more 
fulfilling of it every day; and will fulfil it to the 
end of time. 

And how reafonable is it that we mould remem¬ 
ber with tendernefs our father who begat us, and not 

N n 4 to 
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to difobcy him in his lawful and juft commands, nor 
Wittingly or willingly vex or grieve him ? • 

Pray bow fhan we be ever able to pay or retaliate 
him for all his care, and the coft and charge he hath 
been at in bringing of us up, till we come to be 
young men and women ? Can we ever do enough foi 
iiini that hath done fo much for us? ’ 

Oh ! how unhandfome it is, as well as irreligious 
and unchriftian, for a young man or woman, when 
their parents are old, and perhaps full of aches and 
pains, or otherwife in years and in bad health, to 
treat them with fcorn and contempt, or be furly and 
churlilh, and flout at and difobey their wholefome 
coun el and advice. ' .• : “■■■■> 
X ' l 

On luch young people I have feen the heavy hand 
or God in my day, and made obfervations thereof, 
many and many a time. Oh ! the many difobedient 
youth that I have feen, that have been examples and 
warnings to others, of thejuftjudgment of God Al¬ 
mighty, upon ddobedient and prophane youno' peo¬ 
ple; and indeed too many old ones too. ° *. 

Lut the youth are too apt to think and fay, our 
bones are full of marrow, and our veins of blood, 
and our blood is warm; we cannot be fo dull and 
heavy as old men. “ ; ' " v 1 **“ • ; 

Vv ell, who hath filled, and by whole providence 
are your bones and veins full of marrow and blood ? 
[s it not God ? Is it nor in him you live, move, and 
have yom being ? Vv hat hath the devil and fin to do 
with all this t Should not God have the marrow of 
your days: And fhould not youth ferve him with 
their purefi: or fineft blood ? And fhould they not be 
waim, and not lukewarm or cold, in and towards the 
things of God and heaven ? • i / i 

W # . * 

1 hus to be vigorous and manly in the work of 
God, is truly and rightly to honour our parents, as 
God commands. 

y ■> 

_ 
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It is not to honour them with the mouth and lips 
only, but with the heart, and with ierving God ; for 
that is the honour fpoken of in the holy Scripture. 

None can rightly honour their parents, who dilho- 
nour God. If a young man or woman is religious, 
and of a difcreet conduft, and of a fober and juft 
converfation : that indeed is a real honour to, and 
honouring of our parents. For, fay people, when 
they behold juft and religious youths, when their 
father is living, oh ! how happy is that man in his 
children ! and indeed it is an honourable happinefs : 
when, on the other hand (pity! oh! pity! pity!) 
how many fine youths, to look at (at a diltance, 
to outward appearance) have, through their difo- 
bedience, and vile practice, brought down the grey 
hairs of their careful and tender parents, with lor- 
row to the grave. 

And, as if their own ruin and their parents, was 
not enough, bring, through their intemperance and 
folly, ruin and deftruftion on their polterity alfo5, 
and what their parents have with great labour gained 
to bring them up, and educate them until they come 
to maturity, they in a little time fpend extravagantly 
and intemperately, as well as foolifhly and inconfide- 
rately and fo bring ruin and deftrudlion fvviftly on 
themfelves and pofterity. 

And another fubjeft but feldom fpoken of, or han¬ 
dled, is the extraordinary regard we fhould have to 
oblige our mothers, and the tender care we fhould 
take to nourifh and comfort them in age; and not 
vex or grieve them, if pofiible we could help it, for 
many realons, befides our religious duty as above, 
in relation of honour to parents. And let me re¬ 
mind the youths of this age, of either fex, that in the 
time of the law (the law of God under the Mojai- 
cal difpenfation) the difobedient youths were to be 
brought out of the camp or city, and all the people 
Were to ftone them to death. 

It 
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It is true, our gofpel-difpenfation, or the difpen- 
iation of our fweet Jefus, is not fo rigorous; but 
much more mild and gentle, as to the body-, yet, as 
to the foul, without repentance, the difobedient to 
natural parents in general (befides to our Father in 
heaven in particular) entail upon them an eternal 
cusle in the world to come, and many erodes and 
difficulties in this world. And herein the gofpel 
exceeds the law, it gives time for repentance, mixes 
mercy with judgment, and fandtifies our troubles, 
erodes and afflictions to us, through repentance and 
amenument of life 5 whereas the law in old time was 
executed without mercy or pity, and with fierce 
wrath, vigour and anger. 

But to return to the tender mother. Oh ! the ten¬ 
der loul of the tender mother, how it yearns over the 
difobedient ion or daughter ! and who that hath not 
a heait of flint or adamant, but would comply or 
yield to the wholefome advice and counfeloffo ten¬ 
der a parent who brought us into the world ? af¬ 
fection to fuch a near parent, one would think fhould 
conftrain us to it. 

However, if religion or affedtion is not fo predo¬ 
minant, letreafon do it. Firft, It is a rational con- 
fideration that thy mother differed many pains, and 
much ficknefs, which thou wert the occafion of, even 
before thou wert brought forth into the world, be¬ 
fides the dolorous, bitter pangs and pains of child¬ 
birth, which have coft the life of many a tender 
mother. 

And confider the firft month after thou wert born, 
oh the care and tender concern, the watching, la¬ 
bour and charge, cannot eafily be exprefled! what 
running to the phyfician upon every fympton or 
fufpicion of being ill, or out of order! and mull all 
this be forgotten ? O height of ingratitude ! which 
too many poor young people are guilty of. 

Though 
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Though bleffed be the Almighty Lord, there are 
fome who are truly and humbly thankful to God and 
their parents for their being, and their well-being, 
believing they can never fully requite him or their 

parents. : 
Now after our fufi: month, what a deal of fa¬ 

tigue and trouble we give our mothers, who {till, if 
they give us luck (as many mothers do ; even queens 
and princefles, and many noble women, not difdain- 
ing to give their children fuck from their own 
breafts, which certainly is the moft natural way of 
bringing up and nourifhing them; though on fome 
confiderations, a nurfe may be difpenfed with) how 
do we partake of their own blood, to the wafting of 
their fpirits, and oftentimes their flefh alfo ? 

Surely nothing but love and duty could engage a 
mother to the great care and fatigue which fhe is 
obliged to in nurfing and kidding her children, ef- 
pecially if before-hand in the world : who can ex- 
prels the toil and care to keep the poor unthinking 
little ones quiet, and the many weary fteps and con¬ 
trivances to keep them from crying? although, by 
the way, when they grow up, their mothers may cry- 
night and day too, and they take but too little no¬ 
tice of it, i. e. the rebellious ungrateful, and difobe- 
dient youth. 

O youth ! muft all this be forgotten ? muft all 
this have no conlideration with you, and bear no due 
weight upon your minds ? oh! furely no; God 
forbid ! 

The fir ft year being gone (which is oftentimes 
but the beginning of forrow to the parents) then they 
cannot eafily be trolled alone, or out of light, except 
in fome good hand •, and if it is never fo little mif¬ 
fing, then cries the mother. Oh ! where is the child ? 
What have you done with my child ? Who has got 
it? and never refts until fhe is fatisfied about it; 
and when it is brought to her, O how Ihe embraces 

and 
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3S '[ W°U,d Wrap its foul UP in her 
own . and then the heart, the bofom, and thebread-, 
are all open to it. What endearing expreffions ar« 
poured out to it from its tender mother! as My dear 
niy Jove, my jewel &c and fometimes from fame 

.fit PerPons fuch fond expreffions as are not iuf- 

But, O melancholy confideration! all this love 
and tenderneis is too often rewarded with hard- 
heartednefs and cruelty; the mother may cry, and 
die too, if the will, for her dear love, and precious 
jewd, when grown up to man or woman’s eftate! 
Prom fuch ingratitude may the Lord deliver us. 

, Thls confideration is remarkable, as we are alfo 
the workmanfhip of God, and human creatures, 
t.iat of all the creatures God hath made, there is 
icarcely any fo helplefs fo long as man ; fo that man 
is 10 much the more obliged to his parents, and par- 
Cicularly his mother, who feeds us when we cannot 
feed ouilelves, and carries us long before we can o-q 
alone, and defends us from harm, or we mud perifh. 
After all this, to be unkind and diiobedient to our 
parents, is great ingratitude; and I fcarce ever law 
it go unpuuifhed, even in this world : and pray let 
the youth confider how it is like to fare with them 
in the next; for I addreis myfelf to thofe who be¬ 
lieve the facred writings of the holy Scriptures ; for 
to others, fome things herein may feem fabulous, as 
judgment to come doth to the Atheift^ though divers 
of them feel it begin to come before they go out of 
the world, as hath been the cafe of many which 
might be mentioned. 

From the breaft, and the arms, to the feventh 
year of our age, who can relate the world of trouble 
our parents have with us, to keep us out of harm’s 
wav, to keep us from bad company, to keep us in 
health as much as lays in their power; to clothe us 
ana keep us whole and clean, and take care that we 

learn 
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learn no ill words or manners; for about this time, 
little youths are very apt to learn good or evil; and 
the careful, virtuous parents, would do well to en¬ 
deavour to cultivate their tender minds, and to plant 
things good and profitable in them betimes. It often 
turns to good account, though not always, and when 
it doth not, the parents, having done their duty, 
are clear of their blood, and of what mifehief may 
befal them through their ungodlinefs, and folly, and 
intemperance, afterwards. 

From the leventh to the fourteenth year, then the 
care of wife and thoughtful parents is to give them 
fuitable learning, and to feek for the beft matter that 
can be got for them, which indeed is a great point of 
prudence; for corrupt and intemperate teachers are 
often hurtful to youth, and men of bad principles 
may be inftruments of inftilling the like principles 
into the children. A good underftanding. good 
manners, and good principles, a religious, wife and 
difeerning parent, would efteem before letters and 
figures; although to be well inftructed in thefe alfo, 
is confiderable, but the other preferable. And here 
let teachers and the youths be careful of idlenefs, for 
that is the mother of many mifehiefs, and bad words, 
bad actions, and bad company, ought to be avoid¬ 
ed, which taint and corrupt the minds of the little 
tender youth. 

i It is melancholy to think of it, that fome youths, 
who never heard bad words in their father’s houfe, 
fucli as taking the lacred name in vain, curling, 
fwearing, talking rudely, &c. Ihould come from 
fchool full with it, io that the good intention of the 
parents in giving their youth fchooling, is then cir¬ 
cumvented in a great degree ! to regulate which, the 
parents and tutors Ihould join together in a whole- 
iome difeipline. Some indulgent parents mightily- 
hurt their youth by tying up the* hands oAhei’r 

teachers from difereet correction. No difereet teacher 

will 
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Will life broom or mop-flick, or door and window- 
bais, to corredt their youths; that would beunman- 

ykatT,1! as,unwiie •’ buc the rod never did hurt, in 
a lkilful hand. And both at home and at fchool it 
is profitable for the youth to be diligent in reading 
the holy Scriptures, which are preferable to allothe? 
books, though other good books are profitable alfo 
and beneficial to improve the underftanding ; where¬ 
as filthy and irreligious corrupt romances, and pro- 
phane play-books, often poifon, and are the bane or 
iuin of youth ; and when once they come to b»“ in 
love with thofe black dark works, facred truths are 

. of little value with them, which is an evident token 
orfignof the evil tendency of evil books : though 
there may be fome fort of philofophy in fome of 
them, yet, if it is vain, and lies, and deceit, we had 
need to be careful our youth are not fpoiled there¬ 
with ; and indeed thofe of riper years are often hurt 
thereby, elfe why did the learned apoftle Paul write 
to the primitive Chrifiians, to “ beware left any of 
“ them fhould be fpoiled through” (wrong) “ phi- 
“ lofophy, and vain deceit,” Col. ii. 8. If all this 
care and pains, befides charge, fhould be forgotten, 
it betokens great ftupidity. ° * 

From fourteen to twenty-one, more care comes 
on a frefh upon the heart and mind of the faithful 
and loving father, and affectionate and tender mo¬ 
ther, that their offspring may do well, both as to 
this world, and alfo to that which is to come. It is 
indeed commendable, and alfo a duty in the parents, 
to take care in putting their children in a way, as 
much as lies in their power, to live in the v/orid ; 
but above all things, to endeavour to promote their 
eternal happinefs and intereft in the life to come. 
This is fo much the more honourable, by how much 
the one is external, and the other eternal. O eter¬ 
nity ! eternity ! that we did but think more upon it, 
though we thought lei's of the externals; although 

fome 
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feme think too little upon the fubftantial part of 
them too, and forget to be juft in the things of meum 
and tuwm, or between man and man. 

But to return to the youth; and as to trade, the 
law of nations forbids them to trade, or trade with 
them, till they arrive at the years of twenty-one, as 
fuppofing their underftanding not fully ripe for bufi- 
nels till that age; and therefore many, and fome of 
the wifeft heads on the earth, and men of vaft eftates, 
have thought it rational and proper for youth to be 
put apprentice for feven years: this is looked upon 
as expedient, although they have many thoufands to 
give them when they come to age: and indeed 
many youths have been ruined and undone for want 
of fuch fervice ; and fome of the brighteft and fineft 
of our young men have fpent more before they arri¬ 
ved to that age, than their parents had to begin the 
world withal; nay, fome, many times more, for 
want of employ in fome commendable calling; for 
having fo much idle time on their hands, they have 
taken to idle company, and become idle companions, 
themfelves alfo ; and fo the youth have corrupted 
one another, to their great hurt and damage, as to 
their outward fubftance; and which is yet worfe, as 
to their foul’s welfare ; and fuch evil communication 
corrupts good manners; and if they were employed 
in bufinefs, they in this refpedt would be out of 
harm’s way, out of the way of thofe rooks that would 
make a prey of them. 

In order to the well-doing and being of the youth 
in the time of his feven years fervitude, we ought 
to be very careful to chule fuch mafters as are°of 
good report: firft, as to their religion, ingenuity, in- 
duftry, juftice and temperance, and one who*hath 
acquired to a way of living well : fuch a rnafter is 
worthy, and ought to be obeyed. It often happens, 
that before this time is over, the youth are uneafy* 
and are wont to go home to their parents, with com- 

. plaints; 
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plaints-, but without a real occafion or neceffity. It 
is far better and much more Honourable for voun^ 
men to ftay out their appointed time : and then when 
they come to have their lawful liberty, it will be 
more fweet to them: and people will be the more 
free and engaged to deal and trade with them, and 
the parents will have the greater encouragement to 
let them up in their calling, A common maxim, 
which is generally fulfilled, is worthy of note here, 
i. e. Thole that are good for their matters, are good 
for themfelvcs, and it moftly happens fo. 

And as to matters, fince they are generally gainers 
by the fervice and work of their fervants, they^ought 
to ufe them well, as to their accommodations, and 
not to exad their labour to oppreffion, remembering 
we have all a Matter, which is in heaven, and that 
every one of us (let our condition be what it will in 
this world) mutt be accountable for the deeds done 
here on earth, to him in his kingdom. 

It mutt not here be forgotten, that fervants ought 
not to ferve their matters with eye fervice ; but juftly 
do their duty as though they were actually prefent, 
or really in view. And as their indentures bind a- 
gainft cards and dice, and all unlawful games, and 
gaming being very deftruftive to youth, as well as 
to their matters interett, it is in an elpecial manner 
to be avoided; for gaming leads into many other 
evils, and, at the belt, tends to draw the heart and 
mind from heavenly to earthly things. Alfo the 
fervant is not to fee his matter any ways defrauded, 
it being all one in the foundation, whether the fer¬ 
vant doth it himfelf, or fees, with approbation, ano¬ 
ther do it; and that which would make the time the 
pleafanter, and leem not fo long and tedious, is to 
be chearful and good natured, and to be fure to fre¬ 
quent the publick worfhip of Almighty God ; and 
matters would do well to let their fervants go fome- 
tirnes to more private duty j and if the fervant be 

confcientious. 



to God and their Parents. 577 

Confcientious, the matter will be no lofer by luch 
indulgence. Alfo l’ervants ought to be kind to 
their mailers children, which is reputable; and 
mailers ought not to let their children infuk their 
fervants; and if the fervants merit correction, let 
it be done prudently, and not in a fury, or in the 
heat of paffion ; for luch correction, in the heat of 
paffion, oftner hardens the heart, than amends the 
manners of the youth fo corrected. 

Both the mafter and the lervant ought ftridldy to 
obferve, and not to break their covenants which 
they have mutually agreed to in their indentures, 
figned and feaied before, witnefles, or elfe they 
lole their title to juftice, and as it is not prudent 
nor juft, neither is it lawful fo to do. It is a great 
happinefs in a family when the mafter and miftrefs, 
man-fervants, and maid-fervants, live together in 
love and good-will, and endeavour to promote 
each others intereft: then when there is occafion to 
part, the good willies of each other go along with 
thofe who go, and ftay with thole who ftay. And 
the care of 'parents in this affair, is worthy the 
youth’s folid thought and confideration. 

Thus after the fine and fprightly young man hath 
faithfully ferved his apprenticelhip, and is arrived to 
the age of one and twenty years, when it is lawful 
for him and others to deal and trade one with another, 
then it may be luitable for him to marry according 
to the ordinance of God, and his early inftitution in 
paradife, who then faid (and his word is the fame 
to this day) 66 It is not good for man to be alone,55 

whatever others may fay to the contrary. Oh ! what 
pity and fhame it is, that fo many (otherwise) great 
wits, and fine flourifhing young men, fhould plead 
and pradtife againft lawful marriage, to their lafting 
reproach and infamy; and if they fhould have any 
pofterity, it is a fcandal on them alfo, though they 
are innocent $ for through their parents faults, they 

O o are 
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are pointed at as illegitimate: and the inevitable 
confequences of fuch filthy mixtures, are monftrous 
confufion. 

But let us hope and endeavour better for our pre¬ 
fen t rifing generation, and our hopeful and flourifh- 
ing youths: and fince the ftate of marriage is an 
exceeding happy ftate of life, if performed in the 
fear and love ot God, and with confent of parents 
and parties concerned; and otherwife the reverfe: 
therefore confidering the bafhfulnefs of fome youths 
(and fometimes to a great fault) it might be well 
for the parents in time to propofe marriage to their 
children, who fometimes have been loft for want of 
performing it in the fear and the love of God ; and 
indeed it being one of the greateft concerns in life, 
and being for life, a young man and a young woman 
ought therefore to aft therein with the greateft care 
and caution, as ought the parents alfo. And let the 
parents be helpful to their youth, according to their 
ability, and according to the induftry of the youth, 
and ftill be helping them, which is an encourage¬ 
ment to ingenious and virtuous young people. By 
being too ltra.it handed, there may be a wifhing for 
the death of the parents, faying, They cannot carry 
it with them to their graves ; yet the parent is not 
to impoverifh himfelf for his children ; for that hath 
fometimes ruined both parents and children alfo. 

The parents may propofe, but the youth ought to 
chufe, becaule they muft live and die by it; the 
chief motive of marriage ought to be pure and true 
love, which the parents cannot give to the children 
for each other; they may give them money, and 
give them advice, but they cannot give them love; 
and parents, by over awing and over perfuading 
them, have brought ruin on many a beautiful fon 
and daughter. 

In this cafe of marriage, the choice (if we defign 
to be happy for term of life) ought to be a virtuous 
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perfon: that ought to be our chiefeft aim. Our 
happinefs doth notconfift in either riches or beauty; 
for “ riches make themfelves wings, and fly away.3* 
Prov. xxiii. 5. And beauty is a fading flower : virtue 
is much more preferable and enduring; to have all 
thefe together in one perfon, is fuch a rarity as is 
hard to be found. And in this ereat cafe of mar- 
riage, it is an excellent thing to be equally matched, 
or in the apoftle’s words, “ equally yokednot 
one of one perfuafion ip religion, and the other of 
another; not one very old, and the other very young: 
Firft, for where two of different perfuafions marry, 
and have children, which way muff; the children 
fteer their courfe ? after the father or the mother ? 
and if their parents are both true to their contrary 
principles, who muff prevail in relation to their 
childrens way and worfhip ? Many inconveniences, 
and much confufion, muff: naturally be the confe- 
quences of fuch marriages. 

Thofe who marry on account of riches, are very 
often difappointed; for they very foon are on the 
wing; they will fly away, fometimes in the flames, 
and lometimes they will fteal away in the dark by 
theft; and fometimes they will fwim away by water, 
or fly away with canvas wings, and never return; 
and fometimes by the intemperance and extrava¬ 
gancies of the man or woman, are molt profufely 
wafted. And here let it be noted, that to live com¬ 
fortably in the world, there muft be both in the man, 
and alfo in the woman, induftry and frugality; for 
otherwife, if one hath a hundred thoufand a year, 
it might all, and more than all, be fpcnt in excels; 
and if the man be extravagant, the woman and her 
family muft fuffer ; and likewife if the woman is ex¬ 
travagant, and lives to excels, that man cannot 
thrive in the world ; fo that both muft manage their 
affairs with frugality and induftr ; and then no 
doubt, but through the blefting of God, they may 
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be very happy in one another, and in their outward 
affairs, and in (Thrift Jefus the Lord: but then the 
bleffing of God mult be fought chiefly, and above 
all. 

. Alfo *-be very old marrying with the very young, 
is moltly attended with inconveniency, as daily ex¬ 
perience teaches j for too generally fuch matches are 
on the one lide for riches; for where do we find a 
young man that marries a poor old woman, or a 
young woman that marries a poor old man ? And 
how often have we heard young ones fay, They 
would never marry old ones any more ? And one 
may well fuppofe, they had not married thofe old 
ones they did, if it had not been for their riches; 
and many times Providence has difappointed them 
in the enjoyment of what they fo much fought for. 

We now luppole our blooming young man and 
woman well married and fettled in the world, ac¬ 
cording to their own, and parents, and relations 
liking and choice-, and, now according to the appre- 
henfion of themfelves and others, they are in a 
happy Hate, and are really fo in one another: Oh 
the iov’e and endearments of Inch a pair, who can 
fully exprefs it! It hath fomething of the re- 
femblance of the ftate of our firft parents in Para- 
clile ; and happy, yea, thrice happy would they be, 
that make it their care and ftudy to live fo, and do 
live io until they die; and then when one of thefe 
happy intire lovers dies, it fometimes happens that 
the other cannot furvive long, but ffiortly doth die 
too. 

But as our parents in Paradife, fo we in this para- 
difical ftate, have the fame fubtle, ferpentine fpirit 
to war withal; for fatan envies us this happinefs, 
and ul’es all his craft and fubtilty to break the love 
and tlnd union between man and wife, and to turn 
it to hatred and bitternefs; fo that inftead of dying 
for one another, they wifh one another tjead;.and 
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fometimes the innocent fufferer dies indeed, with 
forrow and grief; and the furvivor meets with one 
who pays off all former fcores. 

In order to circumvent our grand enemy, and keep 
to our firft love as much as lies in our power, we muft 
frriSly avoid anger, jealoufy, intemperance, wilful 
reparation, and the one too much infilling in his or 
her will, againft the others, &c. But in cales dubi¬ 
ous or difficult, the Author of ail things hath given 
the decifive power to the male, becaule the female 
was firft in the tranfgreffion; but it were better if 
thefe two had but one will, as they are one flelh, 
and that there were no other power between them 
two, but the fweet and cordial power of love; in 
that mortals (efpecially when it is in that which is 
divine) ever were, and ftiil are, and always will be, 
happy. 

1. Anger ought as much as poffible to be avoided, 
between a man and his wife. In a heat or rage, 
that may be done or Paid in an inftant, which one or 
both may have occafion to repent of all their days ; 
and when once done, it cannot be undone. Again, 
and as often as a man is angry with his wife, or a 
woman with herhufband (without a fufficient caufe) 
fo often do they make work for repentance, and with¬ 
out which the fault cannot be done clean away. Lee 
the angry perfon remember the good advice in facred 
record, cc Let not the fun go down on thine anger” 
Lph. iv. 26. And if it was net to go down on the 
anger of the common people, much more it ought 
not between a man and his wife. And let fpecial 
care be taken, that both be not angry together; 
for that would be the way to fire the whole houfe 
preiently, fo that the houfe would be too hot to 
hold them, 

adly, Jealoufy. Oh cruel jealoufy ! Jealoufy is 
cruel as the grave, and burns as a fire in the foul, and 
will certainly confume it, if it be kept alive. It 
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ought indeed to be carefully watched againft, and 
each perfon to avoid all a&ions that might give, or 
have any umbrage that way. A free, open'difpofi- 
tion, would mightily help to quench the burning 
flames of jealouly. And love, fincere love, wilt 
mightily circumvent our fiery enemy, the prince of 
evil flames, who flrives to ftir up that (and not only 
that, but other) and all falfe fires whatloever. If 
we would live in peace and love, let us put on 
charity j and that will lead us to put the befl: con- 
ftruftion, and not the worft, on the words and 
aftions one of another. This is a fafe and good 
general rule for a man arid his wife to obferve; and 
not only for a man and his wife, but for all others, 
on all occafions of difference. For what fad work 
would it make in the world, and who could efcape 
from cenfure, if the worfl: conftruftions were put on 
all their free words and difcourfes ? Yet fome may 
be cenfured defervedly notwithftanding. Oh ! but 
this divine love is fuch a wonderful thing, it will 
quench the darts of the devil, and he cannot wound 
OS while this prevails. 

Worthy to be remembered is that great faying of 
the Son of God, cc By this fhall all men know that 
<c ye are my difciples, if ye love one another,” John 
xiii. 35. And this between a man and his wife, is 
doubtlefs highly neceffary ; and without it they muft 
be unhappy. 

3dly. Intemperance is a fore evil in a married 
ftate, (it is bad in any, and worfe in that) for it not 
only deftroys the peace of the family, but that by 
which (under Providence) the family fubfifts, and 
is lupported (i. e. the increafe or regular income of 
it) and it aifo deftroys the health, debauches the mind, 
quenches cordial love, hurts pofterity, in caufing 
weakly children, deftroys credit and reputation, and 
hath brought many a family to poverty, ruin, and 
dilgrace, Qh { the mifery intemperance brings on 
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people and families, in drinking efpecially, and alfo 
in eating and apparel, it is hard to be expreffed in 
words. Oh ! what cruel hardfhips it brings on pci- 
fons and their families, and that elpecially of drink¬ 
ing to excefs, which the male kind are moft guilt> o . 
How barbarous it is for a man to be caroming m 
a tavern till morning, and his fewife weeping by 
herfelf at home, waiting for him ? And when he 
comes in, fometimes in great diforder, and often in 
fuch fits, he is very mifchievous, and commits much 
folly and outrage, of which he would be afhamed 
when fober. Surely, if man or woman were not 
wholly deprived of confutation, they would or 
fhould confider maturely, and think folidly of the 
evil confequences of this great evil, and fin of in¬ 

temperance. 
4thly. Wilful reparation, between a man and his 

wife, is of dangerous confequence. That was very 
fatal to our firft parents, and feems to infe£t thepof- 
terity to this very day. Fair Eve leaving her dear 
Adam, coft her dear. She had not been fo open to 
the intrigues of vile fatan, if fhe had had her Adam 
with her; and though the female is generally the 
weaker vefiel, yet her ftrength is greatly augmented 
with the prefence and company of her hufband ; 
and fo is the hufoand in the fame confideration. 
Daily experience teaches, that it is of ill conie- 
quence for women to go much abroad without their 
hufbands, or young women, without fome body to 
protect and defend them, from the infults of rude 
perfons, except on family, or fome other laudable 
concerns. Womens bufinefs being much in their 
own families, and mens alfo; to leave their wives 
long, without neceffity, on account of bufinefs, is 
often hurtful to both. And men and their wives to 
fleep feparately if in health for by confent, without 
good reafons) is very unnatural, and often tends to 

G o 4 leffen 
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Mother!07' 3nd affeai°n thCy °Ugh£ t0 have for 
It is good for married people to advife with each 

otner, about the affairs of their families, they beino- 
io nearly related; and to befubjeft to one another in 
things indifferent; and not itrenuoufly to infill on 
tneir own wills, one againft another; for that often 

reeds contempt, and difeontent, and mightily tends 
to leiien the love and affedion which they ou^ht to' 
have for one another. It would be well for married 
people to difclofe their differences as little as may be 
to any but themfelves; and not to be contented or 
fatished, till they are made up again; always re- 

membnng t..eir marriage-covenant, which is'to be 
loving and faithful till death. Some married peo¬ 
ple have been heard to fay, that ‘ The longer they 
lived together, the more they loved one another ’ 

As the defign of the Almighty in the beginning 
was, in his ordinance of marriage, that the man and 
the woman lhoold be help-meets to each other in 
div^iS lelations : fo it behoved us to anfwer this °reac 
end, and noble defign, in his fear. & 

In our domeftick affairs, we fhould draw together 
and help one another; the woman in her houfhold 
affairs at home, and the man in his neceffary affairs 
abioau, feeking to God for a bleffing upon their la¬ 
bours: and if accidents happen, or lofles or croffes, 
by fiie or water, by fea or land, the loving hufband 
and the tender wife, will help to comfort the molt 
grieved with loft and kind expreffions; fuchas ‘My 

dear, fince it is our lot to meet fuch difappoint- 
ments, and great Ioffes, fince we could not help it; 
and we are not become poor through idlenefs, or ex¬ 
travagancy, let us endeavour to bear it as patiently 
as we can; and let us comfort and cheer up one 
another: we do not know but all this may be for 
the belt; and if the Almighty fees meet, he can 
give us more tl^an eyer we yet had. If not, let us 

endea- 
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endeavour to be content* and try to make it up in 

loving one another/ 
And as to religion, a man and woman fearing 

God, may be very helpful to one another, they hav¬ 
ing many opportunities, to fpeak their experiences to 
each other; and times, wherein they may read the 
holy fcriptures, and explain their lenfe, of parti¬ 
cular paflages and places to one another and the 
family, without interruption or fear of offence, or 
offending contending peribns; and by ftirring up 
one another to true religion, and the fear and worfhip 
of the Moft High God. 

Thus living and continuing in the love and holy 
fear of God, and true faith of (Thrift, they have 
good ground to hope at laft to die in his favour. 
Oh who would but hope to live and die like fuch a 
pair! 

T. CHALKLET. 
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FREE T,H OUGHTS 
COMMUNICATED TO 

f 

FREE THINKERS, 

IN ORDER TO PROMOTE 

Thinking on the Name and Works of God; 

WITH 

A Relation of a remarkable Providence which fell 

out at Port Royal, in Jamaica, fuitable to the 
Subject, written at Sea. 

[The Preface and Poftfcript by another Hand] 

i 'he fool hath faid in his Heart, there is no God. Pfalm 

xiv. i. 

preface. 

TH E author, in the courfe of his converfation, 
having met with fome perfons, who avowing 

the principles heoppofes in the following traft, have 
been forward to affume the character of Free-think¬ 
ers, might have thereby been determined to fuch a 
title and direction ot his work. And as it is to be 
feared, the number is too great of thofe who love a 

falfe 
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falfe liberty, both in afting and fpeaking, it is not to 
be wondered at, fliould they endeavour to juftify 
themfelves therein, by fo fpecious a pretence as that 
of freedom. A privilege fo undeniable to every 
man, that, without it, none could poffibly be praifed 
or condemned for any determination or action what- 
foever ; but it muft be imputed to that power alone, 
which impofes a neceftity towards either good or 
evil j fo that in fuch cafe, all diftindtion of virtue and 
vice muft ceafe in our apprehenfions of morality, and 
human lociety lie in the greateft and moft deplor¬ 
able confufion for want of it. Far be it therefore 
from any judicious or honeft perfon, to endeavour 
to exclude or difuade any from a juft freedom in 
fpeculation or practice. But let thofe who pretend 
to this, entirely fatisfy themfelves, that they have 
fully and fincerely made ufe of it, and that in their 
enquiries they have faithfully collected, and impar¬ 
tially confidered, that evidence the nature of the 
fubjedl might have required, or has afforded them. 
Thofe who deny an eternal exiftence, power and 
providence, which hath created and preierved the 
world, feem neither to have obferved nature, nor 
confulted that reafon, which yet lome of them may 
much pretend to follow. To fuch the following 
confiderations are recommended by the author; 
which deferve to be read with attention and feriouf- 
nefs, for the goodwill and fincere views with which 
they feem to have been written. 

The 
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The AUTHOR to the READER, 

THE author having been much pre/Ted in fpirit 
to write the following confiderations uoon the 

prefent Abject and occafion, begs they may be read 
v-uh attention, and examined without prejudice. 
He hopes the learned and ingenious reader will ex- 
cufe any faults in ftile or method, having reipedt to 
the fincerity of intention, which he profefies to have 
had in his undertaking; and humbly prays that a 
divine blefiing may attend it, to the fatisfadion and 
eternal advantage of all whom it may concern* 

Free 
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HAVING had fome difcoarfe with a young 
man of bright natural parts, concerning ano¬ 

ther world, and of leaping out of this into that 
in the dark, which muft needs be very dangerous; 
and fearing that many take that great leap out of 
this world into the next in that manner, I have been 
induced to write thefe lines. 

Upon which I cannot forbear immediately afking. 
What man in his fenles will venture (naturally 
fpeaking) to leap in the dark, he knows not where ? 
or into the pit, he knows not the bottom of? to 
think of it is terrifying, and muft needs fhock any 
confiderate free-thinker. 

Now, though a man, having a bright genius, and 
a large fhare of natural parts, may acquire much 
literal and natural knowledge; yet for want of a 
fpiritual underftanding, which is derived from the 
divine Spirit, he may greatly err concerning true 
faith and religion, and have no apprehenfion of the 
eternal kingdom, and judgment of God, or of ano¬ 
ther world *, which it might be well for the ungodly 
were not, or were never to be at all : which, were it 
to be fuppofed, yet to live virtuoufiy, (as the bifhop 
cf Sarum obferved to that great libertine, the earl of 
Rochejler) would be an advantage to men, even in 
this world. 

But if there lhould be an eternal, righteous king¬ 
dom (of which we may be internally and fpiritually 
fenfible) and a ftate of life therein to come; then, 
O then, what will become of the wicked, and all 
who forget God ! and what perturbation of foul muft 
attend fuch, when, under the cgnvictions thereof, 

they 
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they Hi all be ready to launch into eternity. I bc- 
ieech thee, O foul ! ienoully to confider, before it be 
too late. 

The great Saviour of the world fays, "Thekirig- 
“ dom of God is within you,” Luke xvii. 21. That 
is, inwardly and ipiritually, to be known and per¬ 
ceived. He alfo fays, “ I am the light of the 
“ world,” John viii. 12. He, by his divine and 
supernatural light, lights us through this dark world 
to his fpiritual and glorious kingdom, where he rules 
and reigns in tranfcendant majefty and brightnefs; 
ot which his faithful iubjedts are in fome meafure 
fenfible: glory to the King of kings for ever. 

And that eminently wife apoftle Paul fays, “ He 
<c was fent to turn men from darknefs to light.” 
Darknefs he calls the power of Satan, and light the 
power of God. Now as a man walking in outward 
darknefs, is in continual danger of falling, not know- 
ing whether he goeth ; fo 'alfo a man living and 
walking in fpiritual darknefs (which is the power of 
Satan, where the wonderful power and works of God 
cannot be feen nor underftood) mull needs be in the 
greateft danger of falling into the bottomlefs pit of 
perdition, where horrible darknefs, and unutterable 
mifery prevails forever. 

The many bitter cries, dreadful (bricks, and heavy 
groans, which my ears have heard from fuch dark 
fouls, ready to depart the body, have been enough to 
convince me of the judgment of another world, 
though there had been no other demonftration of it 
to me. May our fine wits, and fprightly youths 
concerned, repent in time. Oh ! my heart is pain¬ 
ed for them ; and my foul mourns in fecret for many 
of my former and latter acquaintance, as I have alfo 
tender defires for the well-doing and well-being of 
mankind in general. 

If any, by duly thinking of thefe things, (hould 
be awakened and convinced of their (late, and their 

former 
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former lives and wicked praftices; and have fo much 
light as to fee the danger of living without God in 
the world ; but be ready to conclude, that if there 
be indeed a righteous God, who will reward every 
man according to his works, there can then be no 
hope for them, fuch wretched finners. Oh fouls 
(if this be the cafe of any) look not at fuch thoughts, 
which (in the midft of your juft apprehenfions) latan 
taking advantage, may thus fuggeft to you ; who 
having got you deep already in the mire of fin, 
would by fuch infufions plunge you deeper both in¬ 
to fin and defpair. 

Be it remembered that Chrift died for finners, even 
the chief, as Paul fays, and he can make a chief faint 
of a chief (inner, as appears in the cafe of that apoftle 
by his own teftimony : God hath and can do it, 
though it be wonderful ! 

Wherefore abide not in darknefs, but repent, and 
turn to the light of life ; ftrive and ftruggle for 
life, the life of God in the foul of man ; turn ye to 
the divine fight, turn to God, who is light, and 
in him is no darknefs at all; live and walk in the 
light of God, which is far above the light of human 
reafon; therein fhali we have fellowihip with the 
Father of lights, and his Son Jefus Chrift; whofe 
religion is lpiritual : “ God is a Spirit, and they 
“ that worfhip him,” aright, Ck muft worfhip him 
“ in fpirit and truth.” 

God muft be worfhipped in thought, word, and 
deed; that is, in afi things we ought to exprefs an 
humble reverence and adoration to the Sovereign be- 
ing, frequently meditating on his great name; but 
all evii and finful thinking we muft refrain from with 
abhorrence, as difpfiafing to him; and is of the 
devil that evil fpirit; and which indeed is contrary 
to the nature and end of free-thinking; which is a 
fincert exercife of the rational faculty, in order to 
diftinguifh between good and evil, truth and falihood, 

that 



/ 

592 Free Thoughts communicated 

that we may chufe and acknowledge the one, and 
avoid and rejedt the other. And here it may not be 
unfit to recommend the care of all our thoughts, 
from whence proceeds our words and adlions as na¬ 
turally, as good and evil fruit from the different feed 
fown in the earth. 

And as the trued and moft fublime end of thinking 
(which is the reafonable fervice of every intelligent 
creature) is the contemplation, fear, and adoration, 
of the Almighty Creator-, fo are we thereto greatly 
encouraged by that Scripture of Mai. iii. 16, 17, 18. 
which 1 am concerned here to tranfcribe and recom¬ 
mend, and is as follows, cc Then they that feared 
cc the Lord, fpake often one to another, and the 
<c Lord hearkened and heard it, and a book of re- 
“ membrance was written before him for them that 

1 

cc feared the Lord, and that thought upon his name. 
*c And they ihall be mine, faith the Lord of Hoffs, 
cc in that day when I make up my jewels, and I will 
cc fpare them as a man fpareth his own fon that ferveth 
cc him. Then fhall ye return and difcern bet ween 
<c the righteous and the wicked, between him that 
cc ferveth God, and him that ferveth him not.” 

]n which Scripture we may obferve how great and 
glorious a reward is promifed to thofe that fandtify 
the name of the Lord; the confideration of which 
muff needs raife their love and admiration, and add 
to their prefent delight in fuch Holy thoughts. 

•- But, on the contrary, it is to be feared, that evil 
thinkers and adtors, when the Divine Spirit and 
light would inlpire them with good thoughts, or 
convince them of their fins, endeavour to ftifle or 
overcome fuch thoughts or motions as would awaken 
them to righteoufnefs, or reftrain them from fin; and 
ftrive, by their natural wit, to reafon the good Spirit 
out of their fouls-, at the fame time opening their 
heart to the evil fpirit and his fuggeflions, which 
they hug, to their own deffruction. But indeed to 

judge 
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judge rightly of thefe things, if a man have ever fo 
much natural wit, and ftrength of reafon, it muft be 
fanCtified through his faithful fubjeCtion to the divine 
will, and railed by divine infpiration; which as far 
furpafTes human reafon, as heaven is above the earth. 
May our men of bright natural thoughts think clear¬ 
ly and ferioully of this. This is evident in the cafe 
of that great apoftle Paul, who was educated at the 
feet of Gamaliel, in the perfeCl manner of the law, 
yet by all his knowledge, could not juftly diftinguifh 
concerning religion, but was a perfecutor of the 
church of Chrift: but when his knowledge and 
fpirit came to be fanCtified by the Grace and Spirit 
of our Lord Jefus Chrift, then, and not till then, he 
became of great and good ufe and fervice to his 
Maker and mankind. Then his reafon and religion 
became fpiritual, 44 who had not conferred with flelh 
44 and blood, but had been obedient to the heavenly 
44 vifion,” Gal. i. 16. And he fays (i Cor. xv. 19.) 
44 If in this life only we have hope in Chrift, we are 
44 of all men moft miferable.” So that Uis hope and 
expectation (as of all faithful believers) muft have 
been of another life, and the kingdom of God here¬ 
after; 44 For here/5 fays he, 44 we have no continu- 
£C ing city, but feek one to come/* Heb. xiii. 14. 
And though the condition of luch, in this life, is 
often expofed to much perfecution and trouble for 
their faith’s fake, towards the name of God, and tef- 
timony againft this world, and the evil fpirit ruling 
therein •, yet, bleffed be the Moft High, he gives 
them ftrength, and the affurance of his favour, where¬ 
by they endure to the end, as well as that he refrefhes 
them with his outward bleffings and comforts: fo 
that they may well fay with his ancient fervant Job, 
44 Shall we receive good at the hand of the Lord, 
44 and not evil?” Job ii. 10. Thus afflictions have 
been indeed uiually called, but they often, in the 
hand of God, are means of redeeming the foul, and 

P P raifing 
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railing up many excellent virtues, when they are 
rightly fubmitted to. 

L)i.t to i e.uin. I would enpuire what fubjeft we 
can pohibly chufe ib worthy of our meditation, or 
from whence fo great benefit can redound both to 
fpirit and body ? The fear and thoughts of Almighty 
God, which are infpired by his Grace, fan&ifying our 
neai ts, thereby render us more fit to receive his fa¬ 
vours both to fpirit and body, which he multiplies 
according to his wifdom and good pleafure; and all 
our faculties and paffions being redeemed and go¬ 
verned by the fpirit of faith, we lhall poffefs and en¬ 
joy all things in a more regular and excellent man- 
nci. Bul who is there that hath not been lo great a 
partaker of the many bleffings, with which the infi¬ 
nite Creator filleth the world, and in efpecial man¬ 
ner encompaffeth mankind, as not to be thereby o- 
bliged to a continual acknowledgment thereof, and 
remembrance of the great and bountiful Author? 
The date therefore of the wicked and rebellious, is 
ftigmatized in holy Scripture, with this character in 
particular, that “ God is not in all their thoughts,” 
Pfal. x. 4. And indeed for this came his judgment 
upon the old world of the ungodly, who cannot be 
luppofed ever to have thought^of the adorable Lord, 
fmee “ every imagination and thought of their hearts 
were only evil continually,” as the Almighty himfelf 
hath complained, Gen. vi. 5. 

But inftead of the returns of faith and love, how 
fad a confideration is it, that there lhould among men 
be found any fo vile and foolifh, as even to deny the 
divine exiftence, and the effefts of his infinite power 
in the external creation, and to affirm that all things 
have come by nature, without God, or any fuperna- 
tural power; which evil tenet, fome have endeavoured 
to juftify and fupport by natural reafon; (c Where- 
£ in the name thereof may indeed be abufed; but 
c realon itfelf, which concludes nothing without 

‘ evidence 
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c evidence, can never declare in favour of a propo- 
c fition, for which, not only none can appear, but 
< againft which the whole world is full of it. But 
c let this be difpofed for the judgment of reafon. 
4 When therefore it is laid, that all things have 
« come by nature * if thereby we are to underhand 
c that natural things are feverally felf-produftive, 
« this will be difproved by daily experience; for we 
‘ may obferve, that they depend one upon another, 
< and upon various caufes for production and fubflft- 
c ence, without which, neither, in a ftate of nature, 
4 could poflibly be. But if it be meant of the univer- 
« fal fyftem of natural things collectively, this will 
* lefs be allowed of many, than of any particular of 
« them; becaufe that would deftroy the nature of a 
e felf-produCtive power, which cannoc be limited 
< from being infinite, and therefore can be but one: 
c one infinite, fupreme nature therefore only can have 
‘ felf-exifted, and muff have been the fupernaturai 
« author and power, by whom all other beings 
< have exifted : which refutes the above error, and 
c rationally proves and eftablifhes the great truth in 
f the queftiond) 

And this the Chrifcian religion teaches in the gre^t- 
eft perfection, that the Creator of all things is God, 
an infinite eternal Spirit, who filleth all things; who 
having been pleafed to manifeft his eternal power and 
Godhead in the vifible frame of the univerfe, beareth 
witnefs of himfelf therein, by his providence and 
judgments; and in every foul of man by his inward 
infpirations; efpecially the fincere believer, in whom 
his Spirit dwells and operates. 

Oh! that men therefore would lift up their minds, 
and open their hearts to him, when by his holy Spirit 
he reproves them for fin, and brings a damp upon h 
their lpirits for evil; from which they would, per¬ 
haps if they could, run, or divert themfelves from 
the fenfe of it: but alas! there is no fleeing from his 
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mrel?Ce,> W!-°,is eTy where; nor aVo»ding hisjudg- 
ment whofe kingdom comprehends all things: hue 
woe especially ,s to them with whom his Spirit ceafes 
ft riving. Holy David certainly was very fenfible of 
this, when he wrote that admirable defeription of the 

?:!n,e ?mnJ,^f'Tence’ PIalm cxxxix- verfe to 12. 
llther fhalJ 1 g° ftom thy Spirit, or whither fhall 

I flee from thy prefence ? If 1 afeend up into hea- 
ven, thou art there: if I make my bed in hell, be¬ 
hold tnou art there. _ If I take the wings of the 
morning, and dwell in the uttermoft parts of the 
lea, even there fhall thy hand lead me and thy 
right hand fhall hold me. If I fay, fureiy the 

({ 
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cc 

cc 

cc 

darknels fhall cover me, even the night fhall be 
light about me, yea the darknefs hideth not from 
thee^ but the night fhineth as the day: the dark- 
nefs and the light arc both alike to thee.” With 

theie apprehenfions of the infinite power, and pre¬ 
fence of the Almighty, I fhall pais to the relation 
prom lied in the title page, which may here be pro- 
perly injerted. r 

My author was Jonathan Dickinfon, merchant in 
Philadelphia, who was prefent with the vouno- men 
whom this extraordinary providence befel, at Port- 
Royal, in Jamaica; he gave me the following account. 
Two ingenious young men, who were lately arrived at 
Jamaica from London, difeourfing about earthquakes, 
abated that ad things came by nature; and fo ar¬ 
gued thereupon, that it brought terror upon the com- 
panv, v,no were many at dinner in an upper room • 
that whilft this lafted, to the aftonifhment of ali 
pieienr, the earth began to move and tremble, which 
put molt of them to flight in fuch hafie, that they 
ran one almoff over another, fome down flairs, others 
leaping over the balcony. But my author faid, he 
confidered that there was no running from Divine 
I lovidence, and that the fame hand which moved 
tne earth, was able to preferve him; in which he 

trufted, 
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trufted, and was preferred: (and not only then, but at 
other times, efpeciaily among the Cannibals of Florida\ 
as his book of c God’s protecting Providence/ &c. 
fignally evinceth) thus as he continued with the young 
men in the fame room (oh ! terrible to relate, and 
my heart and hand tremble in the writing thereof) 
the mighty hand of an offended God (truck thefe 
young men with death, and they fell down, and ne¬ 
ver rofe more, being in all appearance unprepared for 
fo iudden a change. And how many other gay witty 
young people have been fuddenly fnatched away by 
death, though perhaps not fo immediately, nor in fo 
extraordinary a manner, feems worthy of reflection. 
The author of this account added, that he took up the 
young men, and laid them one upon a bed, and the 
other upon a couch* but that they never fpake again 
after their blafphemy againft God and his works. 
Upon which I think it very natural, as well as ne- 
ceffary, to remark, that this was indeed an eminent 
inftance of the juft judgment of God againft fuch as 
deny his wonderful power and providence in the cre¬ 
ation ; with this terrible circumftance, that thefe un¬ 
happy perfons were cut off in the midft of their un¬ 
godly difcourfe and corrupt reafoning, without fo 
much time afforded them as to aflk pardon, and crave 
mercy of a provoked Lord*, which is very dreadful to 
confider: and I efpecially recommmend it to the feri- 
ous reflections of all fuch as affeCl the name of Free¬ 
-Thinkers, as they are commonly diftinguilhed, that 
they may no longer, under fuch a pretence, abufe 
their underftandings with a latitude of prophane and 
evil thinking; who, as they mull needs be fenfible, 
they have not conferred the excellent faculty of rea- 
fon upon themfelves; fo they may as certainly con¬ 
clude, they never received it to exclude his exiftence, 
power and providence, out of the world, who gave 
it them; nor to employ it to their own deftruction, 
by fuch a perveruoa thereof, which muft inevitably 

be 
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I'-' \ac confequence, without timely and due repen- 
tance, but that? they may apply themfelves to him 
tor true wifdom, who is the eternal fountain of it 
who would dtreffc all their thoughts aright therein* 
then would they find a fubftantial and enduring hap* 
Pirfs an(^ latisfaclion, in the honourable thoughts 
ana practice of true religion and virtue; and that all 
vam and evil thoughts, directly tended to the mifery 
and deftruction of mankind. 

Lailly, if any expreffion in this fliort tra£t Ihould 
prove fuccefsful to promote, in any meafure, the con¬ 
templation of the Divine Being; the confideration of 
roan s duty to him, his Almighty Creator; or to con¬ 
vince but one foul of the error of his thoughts and 
ways ; the author will think himielf richly rewarded 
for his endeavours, and reverently afcribe the glory 
snd praiie to God, the prime Author and Mover of 
every good thing, who is worthy for ever. 

The POSTSCRIPT. 

If we duly confider the nature of human under- 
ftanding, as we fhall neceffarily be led to admire 

the wonderful Author of lo excellent a gift to man¬ 
kind, according to the power and extent thereof; fo 
Hiall we be forced to acknowledge its imperfe&ion, 
not only where the nature of things exceed its views, 
but alfo in tracing and explicating that evidence which 
many of them afford-, but efpeciaily as to its influence 
in a moral refpect, how fubject is it to be obfcured, 
and its faculties difabled by the violence of thofe paf- 
fions and affedions with which human nature is too 
ordinarily agitated. So that man cannot but want 

lb me 
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fome extraordinary affiffance; and lie under the great- 
eft obligation to lubmit every faculty and affection 
to the diieftion and diipofal of that Infinite Power 
and Wifdom, which having fo wonderfully conffi- 
tuted, can belt preferve, and condud him to a ffate 
ol happinels. 

Can it then be thought unrighteous in the Supreme 
Dilpofer of all things, fo to have faffioned our na¬ 
tures, and ranged them (though above many other 
beings, yet) in Inch a ffate of dependence, as conti¬ 
nually to exprefs his fovereign ):>owerand reditude? 
Since by our entire refignation to his Divine Hand' 
we may be transformed to a greater likenefs of him* 
and have a fpint and nature fuperinduced of divine 
extraction from the Father of Lights; whom to 
know and contemplate, through the revelation of 
his Son Jefus Chrilt (his infinite love of mankind) 
is eternal life and fupreme happinels, * 

Which myftery, far above human underffandint? 
he hath been plcafed to reveal by his Spirit, wiu> 
feaicheth the deep things of God, in order to wort 
in us faith in and the higheft admiration of that ex- 
alted Name, by whom he hath vifited our low effate 
and would redeem it in him, into the greateft di®* 
mty it is capable of. The particulars of whofe in’ 
carnation paffion, refurredion, and afeenfion into 
eternal glory, though highly admirable, and which 
the bleffed apoftie, who had been an eye-witnefs af 

,S g.or}, %s, .. The a„ge,s ddice Co lolTnco? 
I Jret. 1. 12 can none ot them however be perverted 
to a fenfe oi being repugnant to reafon; becaufe not 
impoffible to infinite love, or infinite power- who 
could abafe himfelr from his glory, and be made flefii 
n a virgin ; could work all miracles, and the oreaxit 

of all, the raffing himfelf from the dead; and could 
afeend up where he was before. All which a'-e * 

S'en? to d nShrrf r0nLand 2PPear fo, with raviffl 
"•Cnt C° £he enl'ghtened and fandified ; efpeciaily 

with 
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with the evidence of the Holy Spirit, the Comforter, 
which confirmeth the humble believer in the faving 
faith and knowledge of thefe things to the end. 
And 1 am glad of this occafion to diftinguifh to thee, 
ingenious reader, that though no divine truths are 
contrary to natural reafon ; yet, as they far tranfcend 
it, they are not comprehenfible by it, as other truths 
within the reach of its capacity are: as no nature 
below man, nor qualified with reafon as he is, can 
pofiibly know as he knows. Which obfervation is 
not of the leaft importance to us: for if it therefore 
follows, “ that no man knows the things of God but 
“ by the Spirit of God,” 1 Cor. ii. 11. then can no 
man without the revelation of the fame Spirit, know 
the myftery of the Divine Power, by which he was 
created, and by which he muft be eternaily fayed and 
blefled. Grace therefore, or the Divine Spirit by its 
influence and infpiration, muft be received and obey¬ 
ed as an infallible oracle, if we would know and pur- 
fue thofe things which tend to our prefent and future 
happinefs; as alfo the authority of the holy Scrip¬ 
tures fubmitted to, as having proceeded from the 
fame grace, of which they faithfully teftify, and of 
that which is neceflary to be by us believed and 

praftifed. 
The excellency and neceffity of which divine 

record to himfelf, man certainly muft acknowledge, 
when he conftders, that that alone has given him an 
account of his own origin, which, what man could 
have known? And that he ftill may the better under- 
ftand himfelf, of his lapfe and corruption from that 
excellency and glory of his nature, in which he was 
created, by departing from the truth, into a fable 
and notion of independency of nature, and fufficien- 
cy of wifdom without God. So that he is become 
as the the beafts which peril'll, as to the neceffity of 
diffolution to his mortal part; and in his greateft na¬ 
tural honour, may, in that refpeft, be compand to 

them $ 
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them; which is fufficient to humble him under the 
fenfe of his weak elementary ftate, with all the glory 
and advantages that may attend it. 

But if man will not be convinced of the imper¬ 
fection and vanity of this nature, by the infirmities 
and miferies to which it is continually fubieCt; nor 
of the glory of the Eternal Majefty, by the infinite 
wonders thereof, throughout the univerle; rejecting 
the teftimony of his own fenfes, of every created 
thing, and of the Scriptures of truth; nor yet behold 
his glory in the appearance of the Saviour, which he 
reveals in every confcience; then mull his blindnefs 
be concluded incurable, and his deftruCtion unavoid¬ 
able. 

FINIS. 

. >>-- 

Id 



^ m. ... , IL* 

MM *-V 

>i i-nriiii iMii 



'I 

OOKS Printed and Sold by: 
<5 

JAMES PHILLIPS, 

GEORGE YARD, LOMBARD STREET. 

The Scledt Works of W. Penn. To which is 
prefixed, The Life of the Author, in c vols, 8vo 
well bound 22s. 6d. Calf lettered 25s. * ' 

No Cross, No Crown : A Difcourfe, fhewin® 
the Nature and Difcipline of the Crofs of Chrift* 
&c. By W. Penn, 8vo, new Edition, bound 5,. 

A Brief Account of the Rise and Progress of 
the People called Quakers. By W. Penn, bound is. 

Ditto in French, new Tranfiation, bound is. 6d„ 

An Apology for the True Christian Divinity 

being an Explanation and Vindication of the Prin^ 
ciples and Doftrines of the People called Quakers" 
By Robert Barclay, 8vo, bound 5s. ‘ ‘ ' 

Persecution Exposed, in fome Memoirs relate 

to the Sufferings of John Whiting, and manv 

Enpland5 &c •Quakers’ in the Weft of Englandy&c. A new Edition. 5s. Sheep. 

The Hiftory of the Life of Thomas Eli,wood 

or an Account 0f his Birth, Education, &c. with 

divers Obfervations on his Life and Manners when 
Youth, and Low he came to be convinced of the 
ruth; with his many Sufferings and Services for 

T w ZblCb is added> a Supplement by 
J- W. A new Edition. 3s. Sheep, * 

f 

Ti 

•’ y- •: '• 

S' W.t • 



The Works of Isaac Pennington, in 4 vols, 
8vo, well bound 20s. Calf lettered 22s. 

I 

The Works of that ancient, faithful Servant of 
Chrift Jefus, John Crook. To which is prefixed 
the Author’s Life, written by himfelf. A new Edi¬ 

tion. 5s. Calf. 

An Account of that ancient Servant of Jefus 
Chrift, John Richardson, giving a Relation of 
many of his Trials and Exercifes in his Youth, and 
his Services in the Work of the Miniftry in Eng¬ 
land, Ireland, America, &c. A new Edition. 2s. 

Sheep. 

A Journal, or Hiftorical Account of the Life, 
Travels. Sufferings, Chriftian Experiences, and La¬ 
bours in the Work of the Miniftry, of George Fox. 

Folio. Bound i 8s. 

A Journal of the Life, i ravels, Sufferings, Sec, 
of William Edmondson, &c. Svo. Bound 4s. 

Some Confiderations relating to the Prefent State 
of the Chriftian Religion, &c. By Alexander 

Ascott. 8vo. Bound js. 







'W *’*• ' '•v' ‘■*irvs - • ' \* . " -r- •,. ** *;•••-•, • v . 

■ 

v,,• ;kv ■■; 
- 

■ ; -*4- : 

1 -V-Vt-i .. 

: ~ v % 

i/ZZ-ili 







I 


